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INTRODUCTION. 


J.  H  E    following    work    was    begun,    and    nearly 
completed,    in   the  courfe  of   M.   de  la   Flechere's 
laft  refidence  at  Nyon,  where  it  formed  a  valuable 
part  of  his  private  labors,  during  a  long  and  pain- 
ful  confinement  from  public  duty.      On  his  return 
to    England,    he  fuffered  the   manufcript  to   lie  by 
hhn  in  a  very  loofe  and  difordered  ftate,   intending, 
at  his  leifure,    to    tranflate  and  prepare  it  for   the 
prefs.     In  the  mean-tiihe,  he  entered  upon  the  ar- 
duous talk  of  revifing  and  enlarging  a  French  poem, 
which  he  had  lately  publiflied  at  Geneva  under  the 
title   of   La   Louange^    and   which  v.'as  reprinted   at 
London   in  the  year    1785,    under  the  title  of  La 
Grace  it  la  Nature,      The  fecond  appearance  of  this 
A  4  poem 


VI  introduction; 

poem  was  fpeedily  followed  by  the  difToIution  of  the 
author.  Soon  after  this  melancholy  event  had 

taken  place,  Mrs.  de  la  Flechere,  in  looking  over 
the  papers  of  the  deceafed,  difcoyered  the  firrt  part 
of  the  Portrait  of  St,  Paul,  with  the  perufal  of 
which  (he  favored  the  tranflator,  who,  finding  it  a 
work  of  no  common  importance,  was  readily  in- 
duced to  render  it  into  Englifh.  From  time  to 
time  different  parts  of  the  work  were  difcovered, 
and  though  the  manufcnpt  was  fo  incorrect  an4 
confufed,  as  frequently  to  ftagger  the  refoJution  of 
the  tranflator,  yet  a  ftrong  perlualion  that  the  work 
was  calculated  to  produce  the  mofl:  defirable  effects, 
encouraged  hina  to  perfevere  till  he  had  completed 
his  undertaking. 

It  is  fcarcely  neceflary  to  inform  the  intelligent 
reader,  that  the  Portrait  of  St.  Paul  was  originally 
intended  for  publication  in  the  author's  native 
country,  to  which  its  arguments  and  quotations 
apply  vt^ith  peculiar  propriety.  It  may  be  more 
neceffary  to  obferve  that,  had  the  life  of  M.  de  la 
Flechere  been  prolonged,  the  traits  of  St.  Paul's 
moral  charader  would  have  been  rendered  abun- 
dantly more  copious  and  complete^ 

The 
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The  tranflator  cannot  fuffer  a  fecond  edition  of 
thefe  volumes  to  make  its  appearance  in  the  world, 
without  thankfully  acknowledging  the  candid  recep- 
tion with  which  the  firft  edition  has  been  favored, 
and  expreffing  his  hearty  defire  that  the  work  may 
conduce,  in  fome  degree,  to  the  eftablifhrnent  of 
that  pure  and  undefiled  religion^  which  it  v/as  evidently 
intended  to  promote. 

Rockivardine^ 
March  14,  179 1. 
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ANY  celebrated  writers  have  offered 
excellent  treatifes  to  the  public,  fome  on  the 
charader  of  a  true  chriftian,  and  others  on 
the  duties  of  a  good  paftor.  It  were  to  be 
wifhed,  that  thefe  two  objeds  might  be  fo 
clofely  united,  as  to  fall  under  the  fame  point 
of  view  :  and  to  effedl  fuch  an  union  is  the 
defign  of  this  work,  in  which  may  be  feeny 
at  one  view,  what  were  the  primitive  chriftians 
and  the  apoftolic  paftors ;  and  what  they  are 
required  to  be,  who  are  called  to  follow  them 
in  the  progrefs  of  piety. 

As  example  is  more  powerful  than  precept^ 
it  was  neceflary  that  fome  perfon  fhould  be 
fingled  out,  who  was  both  an  excellent  chriftian 
and  an  eminent  miniftcr  of  Jefus  Chrift.  The 
perLn  we  fix  upon  is  St.  Paul,  in  whom  thefe 
two  characters  were  remarkably  united,  and  a 
fketch  of  whofc  wondrous  Portrait  we  endea- 
vour 


vour  to  exhibit  in  the  following  pages.  "When 
this  apoftle  is  confidered  as  a  chriftian,  his 
diligence  in  filling  up  the  duties  of  his  voca- 
tion, his  patience  in  times  of  trial,  his  courage 
in  the  midft  of  dangers,  his  perfeverance  in 
well-doing,  his  faith,  his  humility,  his  charity, 
all  fwcetly  blended  together,  conftitute  him  an 
admirable  model  for  every  chriftian.  And  when 
we  regard  him  as  a  difpenfer  of  the  myfteries 
of  God,  his  inviolable  attachment  to  truth,  and 
his  unconquerable  zeal,  equally  diftant  from 
fanaticifm  and  indifference,  deferve  the  imita- 
tion of  every  minifter  of  the  Gofpel. 

The  Holy  Scriptures  furnifh  materials  in 
abundance  for  the  prefent  work.  I'he  ASls  of 
the  Apojlks  from  chapter  viii.  containing  little 
elfe  than  a  narration  of  the  labors  of  St.  Paul, 
and  an  abridgment  of  his  fermons  and  apologies. 
The  new  Teftament,  befides  the  A6ls,  con- 
tains twenty  two  different  books,  fourteen  of 
which  were  compofed  by  this  appflle  himfelf, 
with  all  the  franknefs  fuited  to  the  epiftolary 
ilyle,  and  all  the  perfonal  detail,  into  which 
he  was  obliged  to  enter,  when  writing,  in  an 
uncommon  variety  of  circumflances,  to  his 
friends,  his  brethren  and  his  fpiritual  children. 
It  is   on   fuch  occafions,    that  a  man  is  mofl 

likely 
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likely  to  difcover,  what  he  really  is :  and  it 
is  on  fuch  occafions,  that  the  moral  painter 
may  take  an  author  in  the  moft  interefting  po- 
fitions,  in  order  to  delineate,  with  accuracy,  his 
(entiments,  his  circumftances,  and  his  condud. 

Let  it  not  be  fald,  that,  in  propofing  this 
apoftle  as  a  model  to  chriftians,  we  do  but 
caft  difcouragements  in  the  way  of  thofe,  who 
are  at  an  immenfe  diftance  behind  him,  with 
refped  both  to  grace  and  diligence.  The  maf- 
terly  fkill,  that  Raphael  and  Rubens  have  dif- 
covercd  in  their  pieces,  ferves  not  to  difcourage 
modern  painters,  who  rather  labor  to  form 
themfelves  by  fuch  grand  m^odels.  Poets  and 
orators  are  not  difheartened  by  thofe  chef- 
d'oeuvres  of  poetry  and  eloquence,  which  Homer 
and  Virgil,  Demofthenes  and  Cicero,  have 
tranfmitted  to  pofterity  •,  why,  then,  fhould  we 
be  difcouraged  by  confidering  the  eminent  vir- 
tues and  unwearied  labors  of  this  great  apoftle  ? 
The  greater  the  excellence  of  the  pattern  pro- 
pofed,  the  lefs  likely  is  the  labored  copy  to 
be  incomplete. 

It  is  granted,  that  all  the  faithful  are  not 
called  to  be  minifters,  and  that  all  minifters 
are  not  appointed,    like  St.  Paul,    to  eftablifh 

new 
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new  churches :  but  it  is  maintained,  that  all 
chriftians,  in  their  different  ftates,  are  to  be  filled 
v/ith  the  piety  of  that  ap-^ftle.  If  the  moft 
inconfiderable  trader  among  us  is  not  allowed 
to  fay,  "I  deal  only  in  trifling  articles,  and 
"  therefore  fhould  be  indulged  with  a  falfe 
"  balance"  —  if  fuch  a  trader  is  required  to 
be  as  juft  in  his  fliop,  as  a  judge  on  his 
tribunal ;  and  if  the  loweft  volunteer  in  an 
army  is  called  to  fliew  as  much  valor  in  his 
humble  poft,  as  a  general  officer  in  his  more 
exalted  ftation ;  the  fame  kind  of  reafoning 
may  be  applied  to  the  chriftian  church :  fo 
that  her  youngefl  communicant  is  not  permitted 
to  fay,  "  My  youth,  or  the  weaknefs  of  my 
*'  fex,  excufes  me  from  exercifing  the  charity, 
"  tlie  humility,  the  diligence,  and  the  zeal, 
"  which  the  Scriptures  prefcribe.'* 

It  fhould  be  laid  down  as  an  incontroverti- 
ble truth,  that  the  fame  zeal,  which  was  mani- 
fefted  by  St.  Paul  for  the  glory  of  God,  and 
the  fame  charity,  that  he  difplayed,  as  an 
apojllc^  in  the  very  extenfve  fcene  of  his  labors, 
a  minifter  is  called  to  exercife,  as  a  paftor,  m 
his  parifh,  and  a  private  perfon,  as  father  cf 
a  family^  in  his  own  houfe.  Nay,  even  every 
woman,   in  proportion  to  her  capacity,  and  as 

the 
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the  Other  duties  of  her  ftatioii  permit,  fhouli 
feel  the  fame  ardor  to  .promote  the  falvation 
of  her  children  and  domefiics,  as  St.  Paul 
once  difcovered  to  promote  that  of  the  ancient 
jews  and  gentiles.  Obferve,  in  the  harveft- 
field,  how  it  fares  with  the  laborers,  when  they 
are  threatened  with  an  impetuous  fhovver.  All 
do  not  bind  and  bear  the  weighty  fheaves. 
Every  one  is  occupied  according  to  their  rank, 
their  ftrength,  their  age,  and  their  fex;  and 
all  are  in  adtion,  even  to  the  little  gleaners. 
The  true  church  refembles  this  field.  The 
faithful  of  every  rank,  age,  and  fex,  have 
but  one  heart  and  one  mind.  According  to 
their  ftate,  and  the  degree  of  their  faith,  all 
are  animated  to  labor  in  the  caufe  of  God,  and 
all  are  endeavouring  to  fave  either  communi- 
ties, families,  or  individuals,  from  the  wrath 
to'  come  ;  as  the  reapers  and  gleaners  endeavour 
to  fecure  the  rich  fheaves,  and  even  the  fingle 
ears  of  grain,  from  the  gathering  ftorm. 

If,  in  the  courfe  of  this  work,  fome  truths 
are  propofed,  which  may  appear  new  to  the 
chriftian  reader,  let  him  candidly  appeal,  for 
the  validity  of  them,  to  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
and  to  the  teftimony  of  reafon,  fupported  by 
the   moft   refpedable  authorities,    fuch  as   the 

confefTions 
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confefTions  of  faith  adopted  by  the  pureft 
churches,  together  with  the  works  of  the  moft 
celebrated  paftors  and  profeflbrs,  who  have  ex- 
plained fuch  confeiTions. 

Among  other  excellent  ends  propofed  in 
publifhing  the  following  fheets,  it  is  hoped,  that 
they  may  bring  back  bigoted  divines  to  evan- 
gelical moderation,  and  either  reconcile,  or 
bring  near  to  one  another,  the  orthodox  pro- 
feflbr,  the  imperfed  chriftian,  and  the  fincere 
deift. 


THE 
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THE 

FIRST       TRAIT 

in  the  moral  character  of 
St.     P  a  U  L. 


His  Early  Piety, 


J[  H  E  great  apoftle  of  the  gentiles  bore  no 
refemblance  to  thofe,  who  rejed  the  fervice  of 
God,  till  they  are  rendered  incapable  of  gra- 
tifying their  unruly  palTions.  He  was  mindful 
of  his  Creator  from  his  early  youth,  and  as 
an  obferver  of  religious  rites  outftripped  the 
mod  exa6l  and  rigid  profeflbrs  of  his  time :  fo 
that  the  regularity  of  his  conduct,  the  fervor 
of  his  devotion,  and  the  vivacity  of  his  zeal, 
attraded  the  attention  of  his  fuperiors  in  every 
place.  Obferve  the  manner  in  which  he  him- 
Vol.  I.  B  felf 
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felf  fpeaks  on  this  fubjeA,  before  the  tribunal 
of  Feftus:  My  manner  of  lifcy  from  tny  youths 
which  was  at  the  firfi  among  mine  own  na- 
tion at  Jerufalem,  knozv  all  the  Jews,  which  knew 
me  from  the  beginning,  (if  lh:y  would  teftify)  that 
after  the  ftraitefi  fe^  of  our  religion  I  lived  a 
pharifee  (a).  Having  occafion  afterv;ards  to 
mention  the  fame  circumilances,  in  his  epiftle 
to  the  Galatians,  he  writes  thus  :  Te  have  heard 
of  my  converfition  in  time  faji,  how  1  profited  in 
the  Jews'  religion  above  many  my  equals  in  mine 
own  nation,  being  more  exceedingly  zealous  of  the 
traditions  of  my  fathers  (b).  And  to  what  an 
extraordinary  pitch  of  excellence  his  morality 
was  carried,  may  be  inferred  from  the  follow- 
ing fhort  but  folemn  declaration,  which  was 
made  in  the  prefence  of  perfons,  who  were 
very  well  competent  to  have  convided  him  of 
falfehood,  had  there  been  found  the  leaft  ble- 
mifh  in  his  outward  condud;  :  Men  and  bre- 
thren, I  have  lived  in  all  good  confidence  befiore 
God,  unto  this  day  (c).  Such  was  the  early  piety 
of  St.  Paul  •,  and  fuch  was  the  righteoufnefs 
in  which  he  trufted,  when,  through  zeal  for 
■the  church  and  ftate  of  which  he  was  a  member, 
he   perfecuted   chriftians   as   difturbers    of    the 

public  peace. 

Having 

(a)  Ads  xxvi.  4,  5.   (b)  Gal.  i.  13,  14.    (c)  Afts  xxiii.  i. 
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Having  feen  the  beautiful  fide  of  this  apof- 
tle*s  early  charafter,  let  us  now  confider  his 
defeds.  As  a  member  of  the  jewifh  church, 
he  was  infpired  with  zeal ;  but  that  zeal  was 
rigid  and  fevere  :  as  a  member  of  fociety,  his 
manners  were  probably  courteous  j  but  on  fome 
occafions  his  behaviour  was  tyrannical  and  in- 
human :  in  a  word,  he  poflefled  the  whole  of 
religion,  except  thofe  effential  parts  of  it,  hU' 
mility  and  charity.  Supercilious  and  impatient, 
he  would  bear  no  contradidlion.  Prefuming 
upon  his  own  fufficiency,  he  gave  himfelf  no 
time  to  compare  his  errors  with  truth :  and 
hence,  covering  his  cruelty  with  the  fpecious 
name  of  zeal,  he  breathed  out  threatenings  and 
Jlaughter  againji  the  difciples  of  the  Lord  (d). 
He  himfelf,  fpeaking  of  this  part  of  his  cha- 
rafter,  makes  the  following  humiliating  confef- 
(ion.  /  was  n  hlafphemer,  and  a  perfecutor  and 
injurious  (e).  /  vetily  thought  isjith  my f elf,  that 
I  ought  to  do  many  things  contrary  to  the  name 
of  J  efts  cf  Nazareth,  Which  thing  I  alfo  did  in 
Jerufalem,  and  7nany  of  the  faints  did  I  fhut  up 
in  prifon,  having  received  authority  from  the  chief 
priefls  ',  and  when  they  were  put  to  death,  I  gave 
my  voice  againji  them.  And  I  punifhed  them  oft 
in  every  fynagogiie,  and  compelled  them  to  hlaf- 
B  2  pheme 

(d)  Aa.s  ix.   !.  (e)  I  Tim.  i.  13. 
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■pheme  •,  and  being  exceedingly  mad  againjl  them^  I 
pcrfecuted  them  even  unto  Jlrange  cities  (f ). 

Neverthelefs,  this  rigid  pharifee,  who  car- 
ried his  devotion  to  bigotry,  and  his  zeal  to 
fury,  had  an  upright  heart  in  the  fight  of  Gou. 
/  obtained  mercy^  fays  he  after  his  converfion, 
becaufe  I  did  it  ignorantly  in  unbelief  {%)\  imagin- 
ing, that  \xhen  I  perfecuted  the  difciples  of 
Jefus,  1  was  oppofing  a  torrent  of  the  moft 
dangerous  errors. 

Piety  is  that  knowledge  of  God  and  his 
various  relations  to  man,  which  leads  us  to 
adore,  to  love,  and  obey  him,  in  public  and 
in  private.  This  great  virtue  is  the  firft  trait 
in  the  moral  charader  of  St.  PauU  and  it  is 
abfolutely  necefiary  to  the  chriftian  chara(5ler 
in  general,  fince  it  is  that  parent  of  all  vir- 
tues, to  which  God  has  given  the  promife  of 
the  prefent  life,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come. 
But  it  is  more  particularly  neceflary  to  thofe, 
who  confecrate  themfelves  to  the  holy  miniftry ; 
fince  being  obliged,  by  their  office,  to  exhibit 
before  their  flock  an  example  of  piety,  if  they 
themfelves  are  deftitute  of  godlihefs,  they  muft 

necelTarily 

(f)   Ads  xxvi.  g— II.  (g)    I   Tim.  i.   13. 
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necefTarlly  acfc   without  any  conformity  to   the 
facred  charader  they  have  dared  to   alTume. 

If  Quintilian  the  heathen  has  laid  it  down 
as  a  general  principle,  that  it  is  ImpofTible  to 
become  a  good  orator,  without  being  a  good 
mm  y  furely  no  one  will  deny,  that  piety  fliould 
be  confidered  as  the  firft  qualification  efTential 
to  a  chriftian  fpcaker.  Monf  Roques,  in  his 
Evangelical  Pajler,  obfervcs,  that  "  The  minif- 
*'  ter,  by  his  fituation,  is  a  man  retired  from 
"  the  world,  devoted  to  God,  and  called  to 
"  evangelical  holinefs.  He  is,"  continues  he, 
"  according  to  St.  Paul,  a  man  of  God,  i.  e. 
"  a  perfon  entirely  confecrated  to  God;  H  man 
"  of  fuperior  excellence ;  a  man,  in  fome  fenfe, 
"  divine :  and  to  anfv/er,  in  any  degree,  the 
*'  import  of  this  appellation,  it  is  nece/Tary, 
"  that  his  piety  fhould  be  illuftrious,  fclid, 
*'  and  univerfal."  Without  doubt  thefe  fub- 
lime  ideas  of  the  holy  miniftry  were  collecfted, 
by  this  pious  author,  from  the  writings  of 
St,  Paul,  v/ho  thus  addrefTes  Titus  upon  the 
fame  fubjedl :  A  minijler  miifi  be  blaraelefs,  as  the 
fte'uoard  of  God ;  not  felf  izilled,  not  foon  angry, 
not  given  to  "joine,  no  Jlriker,  not  given  to  filthy 
lucre:  but  a  lover  of  hofpitality,  a  lover  of  good 
B  3  men. 
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men,  fiber,  jujl,  holy,  temperate  •,  holding  faji  the 
faithful  word,  that  he  may  be  able,  by  found  doc- 
trine, both  to  exhort  and  to  convince  the  gain- 
fay  ers  (h).  He  mufl  ufe  found  fpeech,  that  cannot 
he  condemned :  in  do£frine  fhewing  uncorruptnefs, 
gravity,  ftncerity ;  that  he  who  is  of  the  contrary 
part  may  be  afhamed,  having  no  evil  thing  to  fay 
of  him  (i). 

A  paftor  without  piety  difgraces  the  holy 
profefTion,  which  he  has  made  choice  of,  moft 
probably,  from  the  fame  temporal  motives, 
which  influence  others  to  embrace  the  ftudy  of 
the  law,  or  the  profefTion  of  arms.  If  thofe, 
who  were  called  to  ferve  tables,  were  to  be 
men  of  honefi  report,  full  of  the  Holy  Ghofi  and 
wifdom  (k),  it  is  evident,  that  the  fame  dif- 
pofitions  and  graces  fliould  be  poffefTed  in  a 
more  eminent  degree  by  thofe,  who  are  called 
to  minifter  in  holy  things.  When  thou  art 
converted,  faid  Chrift  to  Peter,  flrcngthen  tky 
brethren  (1). 

No  fight  can  be  rnore  abfurd,  than  that  of 
an  impenitent  infidel  engaged  in  calling  finners 
to  repentance  and  faith.     Even  the  men  of  the 

worl4 
(h)Tit.  1.7-9.  (i)  Tit.  ii.  7,  8. 

(k)  Afls  vi.  3.  ())  Luke  xxii.  32. 
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world  look  down  with  contempt  upon  a  minif- 
ter  of  this  defcription,  whofe  conduft  perpe- 
tually contradicts  his  difcourfes,  and  who,  while 
he  is  preffing  upon  others  the  necefllty  of  ho- 
linefs,  indulges  himfelf  in  the  pleafures  of  ha- 
bitual fin.  Such  a  preacher,  far  from  being 
inftrumental  in  effecting  true  converfions  a- 
mong  his  people,  will  generally  lead  his  hear- 
ers into  the  fame  hypocrify,  which  diftinguifhes 
his  own  charader  :  fmce  that,  which  was  faid 
in  ancient  times,  holds  equally  true  in  the  pre- 
fent  day,  Liks  people^  like  priejl  (m).  Luke- 
warm paftors  make  carelefs  chriftians :  and  the 
worldly  preacher  leads  his  worldly  hearers  as 
neceflarily  into  carnal  fecurity,  as  a  blind  guide 
conduds  the  blind  into  the  ditch.  And  to  this 
unhappy  fource  may  be  traced  the  degenerate 
manners  of  the  prefent  age,  the  reproach  un- 
der which  our  holy  religion  labours,  and  tlie 
increafing  triumphs  of  infidelity. 

'The  natural  man,  faith  St.  Paul,  receiveth  not 
the  things  of  the  fpirit  of  God:  for  they  are 
foolifhnefs  unto  him ;  neither  can  he  know  them^ 
becaufe  they  are  fpiritually  difcerned  (n).  Now, 
if  a  minifter,  who  is  deftitute  of  fcriptural 
piety,  is  counted  unable  to  comprehend 
B  4  the 

(m)  Hof.  iv.  9.  (n)  1  Cor,  ii.  14. 
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the  dodlrines  of  the  Gofpel,  how  much  lefs 
is  he  able  to  publifh  and  explain  them?  And 
if  thofe,  who  live  according  to  the  vain  cuf- 
toms  of  the  world,  have  not  the  righteouf- 
nefs  of  the  pharifees,  with  what  propriety  can 
they  be  called,  I  will  not  fay,  true  minijlers, 
but  even  pious  deijis? 

Though  every  candidate  for  the  facred  mi- 
niftry  may  not  be  in  circumftances  to  declare, 
with  St.  Paul,  /  have  lived  in  all  good  confcience 
before  God  unto  this  day :  yet  all  who  afpire  to 
that  important  office  fhould,  at  lead,  be  able 
to  fay  with  fincerity ;  Herein  do  I  exercife  my- 
feif,  to  have  always  a  confcience  void  of  offence^ 
toward  God  and  toward  man  (o).  Such  were  the 
morals  and  the  condud  of  a  Socrates  and  an 
Epidetus  :  and  worfhippers  like  thefe,  coming 
from  the  eajl  and  from  the  wejl,  fhall  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,  zvhile  the  children  of 
the  kingdom  fhall  be  cajl  out  into  outer  dark- 
nefs  (p). 

N  O  T  E      I. 

W'  HEN  I  firft  undertook  the  tranflation  of  the 
valuable  work,  which  is  here  prefented  to  the  pub- 
lic,   it   was  the  defire  of  feveral  refpedable  perfons, 

that 
(o)  Adlsxxiv.  16.  (p)  Matt.  viii.  il,  12, 
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that  it  fhould  come  out  accompanied  with  fome  ac- 
count of  the  truly  venerable  author.  That  fuch  an 
account  might  be  generally  interefting  and  beneficial, 
I  was  fully  perfuaded  ;  but  a  confcioufnefs  of  my 
inability  for  fuch  an  undertaking  difpofed  me  rather 
to  decline  engaging  in  it.  At  length,  overcome  by 
the  repeated  intreaties  of  my  friends,  I  determined, 
as  far  as  poflible,  to  comply  with  their  wiflies ;  not, 
indeed,  by  writing  a  complete  life  of  the  late  reve- 
rend J.  W.  de  la  Flechere,  but  by  fubjoining  bio- 
graphical notes  to  feveral  of  the  moil  principal  traits 
in  the  moral  character  of  St.  Paul.  Not  long,  how- 
ever, after  this  determination  was  made  public,  fome 
memoirs  of  his  life  were  colIe»fled  and  publiflied  by 
a  man  of  uncommon  eminence  in  the  chriftian  world. 
Some  parts  of  this  work  I  read  with  much  fatis- 
fa£lion,  and  particularly  thofe  pages  which  were  fur- 
niflied  by  Mr.  Benfon,  who  feems  perfedly  to  have 
underftood  the  charader  he  endeavoured  to  exhibit. 
Here  I  (hould  have  dropt  my  deOgn,  as  entirely  ufe- 
lefs,  had  not  feveral  of  the  author's  mod  efteemed 
friends  infifted,  that  I  fliould  proceed  upon  my  pro*!* 
pofed  plan :  in  confequence  of  whofe  earneft  folici- 
tations,  the  following  notes  are  offered  as  a  kind  of 
fupplement  to  the  account,  that  has  already  ap" 
peared. 

This  eminent  miniHer  was  born  at  Nyon  in  Swit- 
zerland in  the  year  1729,  and  was  the  youngeft  fon 
of  Colonel  de  la  Flecherc,   whofe  family  is  one  of 

the 
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the  moft  refpetTcable  in  tfie  Canton  of  Berne,  and  a 
branch  of  an  earldom  of  Savoy.  He  paffed  the 
early  part  of  his  life  at  Nyon,  where  he  foon  dif- 
covered  an  elevated  turn  of  mind,  accompanied  with 
an  unufual  degree  of  vivacity.  After  having  made 
a  good  proficiency  in  fchool  learning,  he  was  re- 
moved with  his  two  brothers  to  Geneva,  where  he 
was  dil^ing'jiihed  equally  by  his  fupcrior  abilities,  and 
his  uncommon  application.  The  two  firft  prizes,  for 
which  he  Rood  a  candidate,  he  carried  away  from  a 
number  of  competitors,  feveral  of  whom  were  nearly 
related  to  the  profeflbrs:  and  on  thefe  occafions  he 
was  complimented  by  his  fuperiors  in  a  very  flatter- 
ing manner»  During  his  refidence  at  this  place,  he 
allowed  himfelf  but  little  time,  either  for  recreation, 
refrefliment,  or  reft.  After  confining  himfelf  clofely 
to  his  ftudies  all  the  day,  he  would  frequently  con- 
fume  the  greater  part  of  the  night  in  noting  down 
whatever  had  occurred,  in  the  courfe  of  his  read- 
ing, peculiarly  worthy  of  obfervation.  Here  he 
acquired  that  true  claffical  ta^e,  which  was  fo  fre- 
quently and  juftly  admired  by  his  intimate  friends, 
and  which  all  his  ftudied  plainnefs  could  never  con- 
ceal. Here  alfo  he  laid  the  foundation  of  that  ex- 
tenfive  and  accurate  knov/ledge,  for  which  he  was 
afterwards  diftinguifhed,  both  in  philofophical  and 
theological  refearches.  After  quitting  Geneva,  he 
was  fent  by  his  father  to  Lentzbourg,  a  fmall  town 
in  the  Swifs  Cantons,  where  he  not  only  acquired  the 
German  language,  but  diligently  profecuted  his  other 

ftudies, 
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ftudies,  to  which  he  ever  difcovered  a  pafllonate 
attachment.  On  his  return  from  this  place,  he 
continued  feme  time  at  home,  ftudying  the  hebrew 
language,  and  perfecting  his  acquaintance  with  ma- 
thematical learning. 

His  early  piety  was  equally  remarkable  with  his 
early  attainments.  From  his  childhood  he  was  im- 
prcfled  with  a  deep  fenfe  of  the  majefty  of  God, 
and  a  condant  fear  of  offending  him.  His  early  ac- 
quaintance with  the  Holy  fcriptures  guarded  him,  on 
the  one  hand,  from  the  fnares  of  infidelity,  and  pre- 
ferved  him,  on  the  other,  from  many  of  the  vices 
peculiar  to  youth.  His  converfation  was  modeft,  and 
his  whole  conduct  marked  with  a  degree  of  redVitude 
not  ufually  to  be  found  in  early  life.  He  manifeft- 
ed  an  extraordinary  turn  for  religious  meditation ; 
and  thofe  little  produdions  which  gained  him  the 
greateft  applaufe,  at  this  early  period,  were  chiefly 
of  a  ferious  tendency.  His  filial  obedience  and  his 
brotherly  affedion  were  exemplary ;  nor  is  it  remem- 
bered, that  he  ever  uttered  one  unbecoming  expref- 
fion  in  either  of  thofe  characters.  He  was  a  conftant 
reprover  of  fin  ;  and  his  modefl:  freedom  in  this  re- 
fpeft  is  fa  id  once  to  have  offended  a  mother,  whom 
he  tenderly  loved.  While  fhe  was,  on  fome  occafion, 
expreffmg  herfelf  in  too  warm  a  manner  to  one  of 
the  family,  he  turned  his  eye  upon  her  with  a  gen- 
tle reproof.  She  was  difpleafed  with  the  modeft  re- 
prehenfion,  and  repaid  it  with  fome  feverity,  which 

he 
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he  received  with  the  utmofl  fubmiffion,  making  only 
the  following  reply  i  When  I  am  fmitten  on  one  cheeky 
and  efpecially  by  a  hand  1  love  fo  well,  I  am 
taught  to  turn  the  other  c.lfo.  This  expreffion  was 
not  employed  with  an  air  of  bravado,  but  with  a 
look  of  io  much  tender  aftedion,  that  the  indig- 
nation of  his  mother  was  inftantly  turned  into  a 
look  of  pleafing  admiration. 

Thofe  who  are  fet  apart  by  God  for  eminent  fer- 
vices  in  his  church,  are  frequently  diftinguiftied,  in 
the  early  part  of  their  lives,  by  ftriking  peculiari- 
ties, which  awaken  in  all  around  them  an  expecta- 
tion of  fomething  extraordinary  in  their  future  cha- 
rader.  Of  this  kind  was  the  following  circumftance. 
Puring  the  early  part  of  M.  de  la  Flechere's  refi- 
dence  at  Geneva,  his  fifter,  Madame  de  Botens, 
who  had  taken  a  houfe  in  that  city  for  the  con- 
venience of  her  brothers,  was  vifited  by  a  widow 
lady  from  Nyon.  This  lady  was  accompanied  by 
her  three  fons,  who  were  not  the  moft  happily  dif- 
pofed,  and  whofe  improper  condu6l  at  this  time 
provoked  her  to  fo  uncommon  a  degree,  as  to  ex- 
tort from  her  a  hafty  imprecation.  Our  pious  young 
ftudent  was  prefent  upon  this  occafion,  and  fo  ftruck 
was  he  with  the  unnatural  carriage  of  this  exaf- 
perated  mother,  that,  inftantly  ftarting  from  his  chair, 
he.  addrefTcd  her  in  a  very  powerful  remonftrance. 
From  the  following  fcripture.  Parents^  provoke  not 
ysur  children^  bV.  he  reafoned  with  her  in  an  affetSl- 

ing 
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ing  and  pointed  manner.  He  obferved  and  ]a;nent- 
ed  the  difficulties  of  her  fituatiori ;  but  in  treated 
her  to  ftruggle  againft  them  with  difcretion,  and  not 
with  impatience.  He  exhorted  her  to  educate  her 
children  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  to  fecond  fuch 
education  by  her  own  pious  example.  And  after 
afluring  her,  that  her  conduct,  on  the  prefent  occa- 
iion,  had  filled  him  with  the  utmoft  horror,  and  that 
he  could  not  but  tremble  for  the  confequences  of 
it,  he  concluded  his  addrefs  by  alarming  her  fears, 
left  the  imprecation  [he  had  uttered  fhould  be  foJ- 
iovved  by  fome  unexpected  family  afflidlion.  That 
fame  day  the  widow,  in  her  return  to  Nyon,  em- 
barked upon  the  lake,  where  (he  was  overtaken  with 
a  tremendous  ftorm,  and  brought  to  the  very  point 
of  perilhing.  In  the  midft  of  her  danger,  the  words 
of  her  young  prophet,  as  (he  ever  afterwards  termed 
M.  de  la  Flechere,  were  deeply  imprefTed  upon  her 
mind.  But  they  fhortly  returned  upon  her  in  a 
more  forcible  manner,  with  the  melancholy  intelli- 
gence, that  two  of  her  fons  were  loft  upon  the  lake, 
and  the  third  cruftied  to  death  at  one  of  the  gates 
of  Geneva.  At  this  time  our  author  was  not  mors 
than  fourteen  years  of  a?c. 


TRAIT 
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TRAIT      II. 

His  Chrijlian  Piety. 


I 


T  has  been  made  fufficiently  plain,  under 
the  precedhig  article,  that  St.  Paul  was  pof- 
fefled  of  a  good  degree  of  piety  from  his  very 
infancy.  Having  been  brought  up, in  the  fear 
of  God  by  his  father,  who  is  fuppofed  to 
have  been  a  zealous  pharifee,  he  was  after- 
wards inftrufled  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel,  a 
pious  dodor  of  the  Law,  to  whofe  wifdom  and 
moderation  St.  Luke  has  borne  an  honorable 
teftimony  (a).  And  fo  greatly  had  he  profit, 
cd  in  his  youth  by  thefe  ineftimable  privileges, 
that,  touching  the  right eoufnefs,  which  is  of  the 
Laiv^  he  was  hlamelefs.  But  this  piety  was  not 
fufficient  under  the  new  Teftament. 

To  become  a  chriftian,  and  a  minifter  of 
the  Gofpel,  it  is  neceflary  to  have,  not  only 
the  piety  of  a  fincere  deijl,  or  of  a  devout 
jewt  as  St.  Paul  had  before  his  converfion,  but 
alfo  thofe  higher  degrees  of  piety,  which  that 
apoftle  pofiefred,  after  he  had  received  the 
twofold   gift  of  deep  repentance   toward  God, 

and 
(a)  Aifts  V-  34. 
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and  living  faith  in  Jefus  ChriiT:.  The  bafis  of 
piety  among  the  jews,  was  a  knowledge  of 
God,  as  Creator,  Proie^or,  and  Rewarder:  but, 
in  order  to  have  chrillian  piety,  it  is  necefTary, 
that  to  this  knowledge  of  God,  as  Creator,  &c. 
fhould  be  added  that  of  God  the  Redeemer^ 
God  the  Dejlroyer  of  all  our  evils,  God  our  Sa- 
viour i  or,  in  other  words,  the  knowledge  of 
Jefus  Chrift.  This  is  life  eternal,  that  they  'mght 
know  Thee,  the  only  true  God,  and  Jefus  ChrijJ, 
zthoni  thou  hajl  fait  (b). 

But  who  can  truly  know,  I  will  not  fay  his 
Saviour,  but  merely  his  need  of  a  Saviour,  with- 
out firft  becoming  acquainted  with  his  own 
heart,  and  receiving  there  a  lively  imprelTion 
both  of  his  fin  and  his  danger  ?  A  ftudent  in 
theology,  who  has  not  yet  fubmitted  himfelf 
to  the  maxim  of  Solon,  know  thyfelf\  and  who 
has  never  mourned  under  that  fenfe  of  our 
natural  ignorance  and  depravity,  which  forced 
Socrates  to  confefs  the  want  of  a  divine  in- 
firu5lor ;  —  a  candidate,  I  fay,  who  is  wholly 
unacquainted  with  himfelf,  inftead  of  eagerly 
foliciting  the  impofition  of  hands,  fhould  rather 
feek  after  a  true  underftanding  of  the  cenfure, 
which   Chrift  once   pafTed  upon   the  paftor  of 

the 
(b)  John  xvii.  3. 
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the  Laodicean  church  :   lliou  art  "jor etched^  and 
tniferable^  and  poor^  and  blind,  and  naked  (c). 

If  a  young  man  fteals  into  the  miniftry  with- 
out this  knowledge,  far  from  being  able  to 
preach  the  Gofpel,  he  will  not  even  compre- 
hend that  firjl  evangelical  principle,  Blejjed  are 
the  poor  in  fpirit,  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  (d).  And  inftead  of  devoutly  offering 
up  to  God  the  prayers  of  a  religious  aflem- 
bly,  he  will  conftantly  begin  the  facred  office 
by  an  a6t  of  hypocrily,  in  faying — Almighty 
Father,  we  have  erred  and  Jirayed  from  thy  ways 
like  loji  Jloeep,  We  have  offended  againfl  thy  holy 
Laws,  ^here  is  no  health  in  us.  But  'Thou,  O 
Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us  miferahle  finners  !  After 
making  thefe  confeffions  in  public,  when  he  is 
interrogated  in  private  refpeding  that  mifery  and 
condemnation,  under  a  fenfe  of  which  he  {o  late- 
ly appeared  to  groan,  he  will  not  fcruple  im- 
mediately to  contradid,  what  he  has  fo  plainly 
exprefied  :  thus  difcovering  to  every  impartial 
obferver,  that  when  he  prays  in  public,  he 
prays  either  as  a  child  who  underftands  not 
what  he  repeats  •,  or  as  a  deceiver,  who  appears 
to  believe,  what  he  really  gives  no  credit  to, 

and 
(c)  Rev.  iii.  17.  (d)  IVLitt.  V.  3. 
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and  that  merely  for  the  fake  of  enjoying  the 
penfion  of  a  minifter,  and  his  rank  in  fociety. 

What  is  here  faid  of  minifters,  is  equally 
applicable  to  chriftians  in  general.  If  any  one 
dares  to  approach  the  facramental  table,  there 
to  make  a  profeflion  of  being  redeemed  from 
eternal  death  by  the  death  of  Chrift,  before 
he  is  deeply  humbled  under  a  fenfe  of  the  con- 
demnation due  to  his  lin  :  can  fuch  a  one  be 
faid  to  perform  an  aft  of  piety  ?  Is  he  not 
rather  engaged  in  performing  an  ad  of  vain  ce- 
remony and  prefumptuous  diffimulation  in  the 
prefence  of  God  ?  The  feigned  humiliation  of 
fuch  a  communicant  would  refemble  that  of 
a  rebel  fubjed,  who,  without  any  confcioufnefs 
that  his  adions  had  merited  death,  fhould  caft 
himfelf,  from  motives  of  intereft,  at  the  feet 
of  his  prince,  and  affed  to  rejoice  under  a 
fenfe  of  that  undeferved  clemency,  which  per- 
mitted him  to  live.  All  our  profeffions  of 
faith  in  Chrift  are  tindured,  more  or  lefs,  with 
hypocrify,  unlefs  preceded  by  that  painful  con- 
vidion  of  paft  errors,  whence  alone  can  cor- 
dially flow  thofe  humiliating  confefTions,  with 
which  we  are  accuftomed  to  begin  our  facred 
fervices. 
Vol.  I.  C  The 
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The  true  chriftian,  and,  confequently,  the 
true  minifter,  is  conftrained  to  cry  out,  with 
St.  Paul,  when  he  difcovered  the  purity  of  Je- 
hovah's Lav/  and  the  greatnefs  of  his  own  guilt : 
ffhe  Law  is  fpiriiml,  and  demands  an  obedi- 
ence correfpondent  to  its  nature  •,  l^ul  I  am 
carnal,  fold  under  fin :  for  ivhat  I  would,  that  do 
I  not;  -but  what  I  hate,  that  I  do.  I  know, 
that  in  me,  that  is,  in  my  fleJJj,  dwelleth  no  good 
thing.  O  wretched  man,  that  I  ami  who  fhall 
deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  (e)  ? 

In  this  manner  the  true  penitent,  weary  and 
iieavy  laden,  makes  his  approaches  to  the  Sa- 
viour-, and  while  he  continues  to  implore  his 
grace  and  favour,  an  incomprehenfible  change 
takes  place  in  his  foul.  His  groans  are  fud- 
denly  turned  into  fongs  of  deliverance,  and  he 
is  enabled  to  adopt  the  triumphant  language 
of  the  great  apoftle :  /  thank  God,  through  Je- 
fus  Chriji  our  Lord;  for  the  law  of  the  fpirit  of 
•life  in  ChriJI  Jefus  hath  made  me  free  from  the 
k'W  of  fin  and  death.  There  is  therefore  now  no 
condemnation  to  them  which  are  in  Chrift  Jefus, 
who  walk  not  after  the  fiefii,  hut  after  the  fpi- 
rit (f). 

Every 
(e)  Rom.  vii.  14—24.       (f)  Rom.  vii.  25.     viii.  i,  2. 
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Every  true  follower  of  Chrlft,  therefore,  and 
efpecially,  every  true  miniiler  of  the  Gofpel, 
has  really  experienced  the  evil  of  fin,  the  in- 
ability of  man  to  free  himfelf  from  fuch  evil, 
and  the  efRcacy  of  that  remedy,  which  endued 
the  firft  chriftians  with  fo  extraordinary  a  de- 
gree of  purity,  power,  and  joy.  And  in  tef- 
timony  of  the  virtue  of  this  fovereign  remedy, 
every  fuch  follower  has  a  right  to  declare  with 
his  happy  predecefTbrs,  JVe  give  thanks  unto  the 
Father y  who  hath  made  us  meet  to  be  partakers 
of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light :  who 
hath  delivered  us  from  the  power  of  darknefs^  and 
hath  tranjlated  us  into  the  kingdom  of  his  dear 
Son-,  in  whom  we  have  redemption  through  his 
bloody  even  the  forgivenefs  of  fins  (g). 

When  a  preacher  is  poflefled  of  chriflian 
piety  \  or,  in  other  words,  when  he  has  made 
his  peace  with  God,  by  that  deep  repent- 
ance  which  enables  us  to  die  unto  fin,  and 
by  that  living  faith  which  unites  us  to  Chrift, 
he  naturally  invites  the  world  to  embrace  a 
Saviour,  who  has  wrought  for  him  fo  wonder- 
ful a  deliverance :  and  this  invitation  he  en- 
forces with  all  the  power  and  warnjth,  which 
muft  ever  accompany  deep  fenfibility.  After 
C  2  having 

(g)  Col.  i.  12—14. 
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having  believed  with  the  heart  to  the  obtain- 
ing of  righteoufnefs,    he    is    prepared   to  con- 
fefs  with  his  lips,  and  to  teftify  of  his  falva-  , 
tion  •,   crying  out,  as  fincerely  as  Simeon,  but 
in  a  fenfe  far  more  complete,   Lord^   now  let- 
tejl  "thou  thy  fervant   depart  in  peace  •,  for,   ac- 
cording   to   thy   word,    mine   eyes   have   feen  thy 
fahation.    *«  Here,"  fays  Mr.  Oftervald,  "  may 
"  be  applied,  what  was  fpoken  by  our  blefled 
"  Lord — A  good  man,  out  of  the  good  treafure 
<'  of  his  heart,  bringeth  forth  good  things.     Eraf- 
"  mus  fpeaks  the  fame   thing — Nihil  poten- 
"  tius  ad  exitandos  bonos  affe^lus,  quam  pi- 
"  orum  afFeduum  fontem  habere   in  pedore. 
"  Si   vis   me   flere,    dolendum  eft,   &c.  i.   e, 
"  following  the  idea  of  the  author.  You  will 
"  never  win  others  over  to  a  religious  life,  un- 
*'  lefs  you  yourfelf  are  fir  ft  pofTefied  of  piety. 
*'  This    Infpires    thoughts,     difpofitions,     and 
"  words,  which  nothing  elfe  can  produce.     It 
"  is  this  that  animates  the  voice,  the  gefture, 
"  and   every  adion  of  the  chriftian  preacher. 
"  When  he  is  thus  grounded    in  piety,    it  is 
"  difficult  to  conceive  with  what  facility,  and 
"  with  what  fuccefs  he   labors,    ftill   enjoying 
"  an  unfpeakable  fweetnefs  in  himfelf.     Then 
"  it  is,  that  he  is  truly  fenfible  of  his  voca- 
"  tion  •,  then  he  fpeaks  in  the  caufe  of  God, 

"  and 
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"  and    then  only  he  is   in  a  proper   fituation 
"  to  affed  others." 


It  appeared  fo  neceflary  to  the  fathers  who 
compofed  the  fynod  of  Berne,  that  every  minif- 
ter  fhould  be  pofTefled  of  folid  piety,  that  they 
believed  it  impoffible  for  a  man  to  be  a  good 
catechift  without  it.  After  recommending  it 
to  paftors  to  explain  among  the  youth,  the 
Lord's  prayer  and  the  apoftles'  creed,  they 
add  :  "  This  will  be  abundantly  more  effedlual, 
"  if  firfl:  of  all,  we  are  careful  that  Jefus 
**  Chrift  may  arife  in  our  own  hearts.  The 
"  fire,  with  which  v/e  fhould  then  be  ani- 
"  mated,  would  foon  flir  up  and  warm  the 
*'  docile -minds  of  children.  Otherwife,  that 
"  which  reafon  alone  draws  from  books,  and 
"  is  taught  by  other  men,  is  no  more  than 
"  a  human  work,  and  will  be  ineffe6lual, 
"  till  the  great  mafler,  the  Holy  Spirit  itfelf, 
"  becomes  of  the  party,  creating,  renewing, 
"  and  regenerating  to  a  celeftial  and  eternal 
«  life  (h).» 

(h)  Acls  of  the  Synod,  Chap,  xxxiv. 

C  3  REFLECT. 
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REFLECTIONS 

ilpon  the  fecond  trait  of  the  chara^er  of  Si.  Paul. 

I.  i  HE  experimental  knowledge  of  our 
mifery,  as  finners,  and  of  our  fakation,  as  fm- 
tiers  redeemed,  is  the  portion  of  every  believer 
under  the  Gofpel.  If  we  are  deftitut^  of  this 
twofold  knowledge,  we  are  yet  in  a  ftate  of 
dangerous  ignorance,  and  are  denominated  chrif- 
tians  in  vain ;  fince  chriftian  humility  has  its 
fource  in  the  knowledge  of  our  corruption,  as 
chrijiian  charity  flows  from  a  knowledge  of  the 
great  falvation,  which  Chrift  has  procured  for 
us;  and  if  thefe  two  graces  are  not  refident 
in  our  hearts,  our  religion  is  but  the  fhadov^ 
of  chriftianity. 

2.  As  there  are  fome  perfons  whofe'  phy^ 
fiognomy  is  ftrongly  marked,  and '.who  have 
fomething  peculiarly  ftriking  in  the  whole  turn 
of  their  countenance  •,  fo  there  are  fome,  the 
traits  of  whofe  moral  charatfter  are  equally  ftrik- 
ing, and  whofe  converfion  is  diftlnguifhed  by 
uncommon  circumftances.  Such  was  the  apof- 
tle  Paul.  But  a  train  of  wonderful  occurren- 
ces 
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ces  is  by  no  means  necefilxry  to  converfion. 
For  example  —  It  is  not  neceflary,  that  all  be- 
lievers fhould  be  adlually  caft  to  the  earth : 
or,  that  groaning  beneath  the  weight  of  their 
fms,  and  under  the  convidion  of  a  twofold 
blindnefs,  they  fhould  continue  in  prayer  for 
three  days  and  nights,  without  either  eating 
or  drinking.  But  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary,  that 
they  ihould  be  fenfible  of  an  extreme  forrow 
for  having  offended  a  gracious  God  ;  that 
they  fhould  condemn  themfelves  and  their  vi- 
ces by  an  unfeigned  repentance ;  and  that,  con- 
fefTmg  the  depravity  of  their  whole  heart,  they 
fhould  abandon  themfelves  to  that  flncere  diftrefs 
which  refufes  all  confolation,  except  that  which 
is  from  above.  Neither  is  it  neceffary,  that  they 
fiiould  hear  a  voice  from  heaven,  that  they 
fhould  fee  a  light  brighter  than  the  Sun,  or 
behold,  in  a  vifion,  the  minifter  chofen  to 
bring  them  confolation  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jefus.  But  it  is  abfolutely  neceifary,  that 
they  fhould  hear  the  word  of  God,  that  they 
fhould  be  illuminated  by  the  Gofpel,  and  re- 
ceive directions  from  any  meflienger  fent  for 
their  relief;  till,  placing  their  whole'  confidence 
in  GoD,  through  a  gracious  Redeemer,  they 
feel  a  new  and  heavenly  nature  produced  v/ithin 
them.  This  fincere  repentance  and  this  living 
C  4  faitK 
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fdithi  or,  which  is  the  fame  thing,  this  chrif- 
tian  fiety^  is  ftridly  required  of  every  believer 
under   the  new  Teftament. 

3.  Chrijitan  piety  conftitutes  the  great  dif- 
ference that  is  obferved  between  true  minifters 
and  unworthy  paftors.  The  latter  preach, 
chiefly,  either  in  order  to  obtain  benefices,  or 
to  preferve  them-,  or,  perhaps,  to  relieve  one 
another  in  the  difcharge  of  thofe  duties,  which 
they  efteem  heavy  and  painful.  But  the  de- 
fire  of  communicating  to  finners  that  fpiritual 
knowledge,  which  is  more  precious  than  rubies^ 
is  the  grand  motive  for  preaching  with  tlve 
true  minifters  of  God.  They  publifh  Chrift, 
like  St.  Paul,  from  fentiment  and  inclination; 
expofmg  themfelves  even  to  perfecution  on 
account  of  preaching  the  Gofpel,  like  thofe 
faithful  Evangelifts,  who,  when  commanded,  to 
teach  no  more  in  the  name  of  Jefus,  anfwered, 
with  equal  refped  and  refolution*,  IVhether  it 
he  right  in  the  fight  of  God,  to  hearken  unto 
you  more  than  unto  God,  judge  ye :  for  we  can- 
not but  fpeak  the  things,  which  we  have  feen  and 
heard  (i). 

4.  It  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  St.  Paul 
fupplicates  not  only  for  all  public  teachers,  but 

(i)  AQs  iv.   19,  20. 
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for  every  private  believer  in  the  church,  the 
higheft  degrees  of  grace  and  chriftian  expe- 
rience. /  ceafe  not,  faith  he  to  the  Ephefians, 
to  make  mention  of  you  in  my  prayers  •,  that  the 
God  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriji,  the  Father  of  all 
glory,  may  give  unto  you  the  fpirit  of  wifdom  and 
revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  him :  the  eyes  of 
your  underjianding  being  enlightened,  that  ye  may 
know,  what  is  the  hope  of  his  calling,  and  what 
the  riches  of  the  glory  of  his  inheritance  in  the 
faints,  and  what  is  the  exceeding  greatnefs  of  his 
power  to  US-ward,  who  believe  (k).  And  the 
fame  end,  which  this  apoftle  propofed  to  him- 
felf  in  his  private  fupplications,  St.  John  alfb 
propofed  to  himfelf  in  writing  his  public  epiftles 
— "That  which  we  have  feen  and  heard  declare  we 
unto  you,  that  ye  alfo  may  have  fellow/hip  with 
us  \  and  truly  our  fellowfliip  is  with  the  Father, 
and  with  his  Son  Jefus  Chrifi,  And  thefe  things 
write  we  unto  you,  that  your  joy  may  be  full  {\). 
As  though  he  had  faid  :  We  write,  if  haply 
we  may  excite  you  to  feek  after  higher  de- 
grees of  faith,  charity,  and  obedience  -,  tliat^ 
being  rooted  and  grounded  in  love,  ye  may  be 
able  to  comprehend  with  all  faints,  the  love  of 
Chrijl,  which  paffeth  knowledge;  that  ye  may  be 

filled 

(k)  Eph.  i.  16—19.  (1)  I  John  i.  3,  4. 
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Jlled  with  all  the  fulnefs  of  God  (m).  The  at- 
tentive reader  will  eafily  perceive,  that  what 
was  once  the  fubjed  of  St.  Paul's  moft  ardent 
prayer,  is  at  this  day  confidered,  by  nominal 
chriftians  in  general,  as  a  proper  fubjed  for 
the  moft  pointed  raillery.  ^ 

5.  Thofe  minifters,  who  are  not  yet  fur- 
nifhed  with  chriftian  experience,  and  who  are 
not  feeking  after  it  as  the  pearl  of  great  price 
held  out  to  us  in  the  Gofpel,  are  not  yet 
truly  converted  to  the  chriftian  faith:  and  (I 
repeat  it  after  Mr.  Oftervald)  being  deftitute 
of  chrijlian  piely^  far  from  being  in  circum- 
ftances  to  preach  the  Gofpel,  they  are  not  able 
even  to  comprehend  it.  Thefe  are  they,  who, 
having  a  form  of  godlinefi^  deny  the  power  there- 
of (n).  And  the  greateft  eulogium  that  can 
be  pronounced  upon  fuch  characters,  is  that, 
with  which  St.  Paul  honored  the  unbelieving 
zealots  of  his  time  :  /  bear  them  record,  that 
they  have  a  zeal  for  God  •,  but  that  zeal  is  unac- 
companied with  any  true  knowledge,  either  of 
man's  weaknefs,  or  the  Redeemer's  power: 
For  they,  being  ignorant  of  God's  right eoufnefs, 
and  going  about  to  ejlablifh  their  own  righteouf- 
nefs,  have  not  fubmitted  themfelves  unto  the  righ- 

teoufnefs 
(m)  Eph.  iii.  17 — 19.  (n)  2  Tim.  iii.  5.  s 
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teoufnefs  of  God.  For  Chrijl  is  the  end  of  the 
Law  for  righteoufnefs  to  every  one  that  believ- 
eth  (o). 

6.  Whoever  has  not  experienced  that  con- 
vidion  of  fin,  and  that  repentance,  which  are 
defcribed  by  St.  Paul  in  the  feventh  chapter 
of  his  epiftle  to  the  Romans,  though,  like  Ni- 
codemus,  he  may  be  a  do5ior  in  Ifrael^  yet  he 
fhall  never  fee  the  kingdom  of  God.  Totally 
carnal,  and  fatisfied  to  continue  fo,  he  neither 
underftands  nor  defires  that  regeneration,  which 
the  Gofpel  propofes  and  infifts  upon.  He  en- 
deavours not  to  fathom  the  fenfe  of  thofe  im- 
portant words :  Venly-i  verily^  I  fay  unto  ihee^ 
except  a  mayi  he  born  again^  he  cannot  fee  the 
kingdom  of  God  (p).  He  confiders  thofe  who 
are  born  of  the  fpirit  as  rank  enthufiafts,  and 
difdains  to  make  any  ferious  enquiry  refped- 
ing  the  foundation  of  their  hope.  If  his  ac- 
quaintance with  the  letter  of  the  fcripture  did 
not  reftrain  him,  he  would  tauntingly  addrefs 
the  artlefs  queftion  of  Nicodemus  to  every  mi- 
nifter,  who  preaches  the  dodrine  of  regeneration 
—  How  can  a  man  he  horn,  when  he  is  old?  Can 
he  enter  the  fecond  time  into  his  mother* s  womb  and 
he  born  (q)  ?   And   unlefs  he  was  withheld   by 

a  fenfe 
(o)  Rom.  X.  2—4.      (p)  John  iii.  8.     (q)  John  iii.  4. 
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a  fenfe  of  politenefs,  he  would  rudely  repeat 
to  every  zealous  follower  of  St.  Paul,  the  ungra- 
cious expreffion  of  Feftus — Thou  art  hefide  thyfelf; 
much  myftic  learning  doth  make  thee  mad  (r). 

7.  On  the  contrary,  a  minifter,  who  is  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  the  fecond  trait  of  the  charader 
of  St,  Paul,  at  the  fame  time  proportionably 
poiTefTes  every  difpolition  neceffary  to  form  an 
evangehcal  paftor  :  fince  it  is  not  polTible  for 
chrijlian  piety  to  exift  without  the  brilliant  light 
of  iruth^  and  the  burning  zeal  of  charity.  And 
every  minifter  who  has  this  light  and  this 
love,  is  enriched  with  thofe  two  powerful  re- 
fources,  which  enabled  the  firft  chriftians  to 
ad  as  citizens  of  heaven,  and  the  firft  minif- 
ters  as  ambafladors  of  Chrift. 

NOTE      II. 

Notwithstanding  the  early  piety  of  m. 

de  la  Flechere,  of  which  fuch  honorable  mention  has 
been  made  in  the  preceding  note,  it  appears  that  he 
continued,  for  a  long  courfe  of  time,  a  perfecSl  ftran- 
ger  to  the  true  nature  of  chriftianity.  He  was  na- 
turally of  a  high  and  ambitious  turn,  though  his 
ambition  was  fufficiently  refined  for  religious  as  well 
as  fcientific  purfuits.     He  afpired  after  reditude,  and 

was 
(r)  Afts  xxvi,  24. 
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was  anxious  to  pofTefs  every  moral  perfeiSllon,     He 
counted  much  upon  the  dignity   of  human  nature, 
and  was  ambitious  to  a£l  in  a  manner  becoming  his 
exalted    ideas   of  that   dignity.      And    hers    he  out- 
ftripped  the  muhitude  in  an  uncommon  degree.    He 
was  rigidly  jufl:  in  his  dealings,   and   inflexibly  true 
to  his  word  ;  he  was  a  ftriiH:  obferver  of  his  feveral 
duties  in  every  relation  of  life ;  his  fentiments  were 
liberal,  and   his  charity  profufe  ;   he  was  prudent   in 
his  condu£l,   and  courteous  in   his   deportment ;   he 
was  a  diligent  enquirer  after  trutli,   and  a  ftrenuous 
advocate  for  virtue;  he  was  frequent   in  facred  me- 
ditations, and  was  a  regular  attendant  at  public  wor- 
fhip.     PoffefTed  of  fo   many  moral  accomplifhments, 
while  he  was  admired  by  his  friends,  it  is  no  won- 
der, that  he  fliould  caft  a   look  of  felf-complacency 
upon   his  chara6ler,   and  confider  himfelf,    with    re- 
fpect  to  his  attainments  in  virtue,  abundantly  fupe- 
rior  to  the  common  herd  of  mankind.     But   while 
he  was  taken  up  in  congratulating  himfelf  upon  his 
own  fancied  eminence  in  piety,  he  was   an  abfolute 
ftranger  to  that  unfeigned  forrow  for  fin,  which  is 
the  firft  flep  toward  the  kingdom  of  God.     It  was 
not  till  after  he  had  refided  fome  time  in  England, 
that   he   became   experimentally  acquainted  with  the 
nature  of  true  repentance.     By  what  particular  provi- 
dence  he  was  led  to  a  minute   inveftigation  of  his 
own   heart,    or  at   what  particular  time,  cannot  be 
eafily  afcertained ;  but  we  have  ample  teftimony,  that 
in   his   twenty-fixth  year  his   knowledge   of  himfelf 
was  as  folid,  as  it  had  been  formerly  fuperjiaal.     In 

that 
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that  year  he  addrelTed  an  epiftle  to  his  brother  on 
the  fubjeil  of  internal  religion,  where,  after  infifting 
on  the  vanity  of  every  earthly  purfuit,  he  gives  the 
following  defcription  of  the  change  that  had  taken 
place  in  his  own  mind.     "  I  fpeak  from  experience. 
"  I  have  been  fucceffively  deluded  by   all  thofe  de- 
"  fires,    which  I   here  fo  fincerely  reprobate  j    and 
"  fometimes  I  have  been   the  fport  of  them  all  at 
"  once.    This  will  appear  incredible,  except  to  thofe 
"  who  have  difcovered,  that  the  heart  of  unregene- 
"  rate  man  is  nothing  more  than  a  chaos  of  ob- 
"  fcurity,  and  a  mafs  of  contradi6lions.     If  you  have 
"  any  acquaintance  with  yourfelf,  you  will  readily  fub- 
"  fcribe  to  this  defcription  of  the  human  heart:  and 
"  if  you    are  without  this   acquaintance,    then  reft 
*'  affured,  my  dear  brother,  that  whatever  your  pur- 
"  fuit  may  be,  you  are  as  far  from  true  happinefs 
*'  as  the  moft  wretched  of  men.    The  meteor  you 
"  are  following  ftill  flies  before  you ;   frequently  it 
"  difappears,  and  never  ihews  itfelf  but  to  allure  you 
"  to    the    brink,    of  fome    unlocked    for   precipice. 
*'  Every  unconverted  man  muft  neceflarily  come  un- 
*^  der  one  or  other  of  the  following  defcriptions — He 
"  is  either  a  i-oluptuatyj  a  ivorldly  minded  perfon^  or 
^''  ■s.  pharifatcal  philofopher  I   or,   perhaps,   like  my felf, 
"  he   may  be  all  of  thefe  at  the  fame  time:    and, 
"  what  is   ftill   more  extraordinary,    he  may  be  fo, 
"  not  only  without  believing^  but  even  without  once 
'■^  fufpe^ing   it.     Indeed,    nothing   is   more  common 
*'  among   men,    than    an    entire  blindnefs   to  their 
"  own  real  chaiadlers.    How  long  have  I  placed  my 

"  happinefs 
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•*  happinefs  in  mere  chimeras !  How  often  have  I 
"  grounded  my  vain  hopes  upon  imaginary  foun- 
«  dations  !  I  have  been  conftantly  employed  in 
"  framing  dsfigns  for  my  own  felicity ;  but  my 
"  difappointments  have  been  as  frequent  and  various 
*'  as  my  proje61:s.  In  the  midft  of  my  idle  reveries, 
"  how  often  have  I  faid  to  myfelf,  '  Drag  thy 
**  weary  feet  but  to  the  fummit  of  yonder  emi- 
"  nence,  a  fituation  beyond  which  the  world  has 
"  nothing  to  prefent  more  adequate  to  thy  wiflies,  and 
"  there  thou  fhalt  fit  down  in  a  ftate  of  repofe.' 
"  On  my  arrival,  however,  at  the  fpot  propofed,  a 
"  fad  difcovery  has  taken  place — The  whole  fcene 
"  has  appeared  more  barren  than  the  valley  I  had 
"  quitted  ;  and  the  point  of  happinefs,  which  I  lately 
*'  imagined  it  poflible  to  have  touched  with  my  fin- 
"  ger,  has  prefented  itfelf  at  a  greater  diftance  than 
*'  ever. 

"  If  hitherto,  my  dear  brother,  you  have  beguiled 
"  yourfelf  with  profpcits  of  the  fame  vifionary  na- 
"  ture,  never  expe6l  to  be  more  fuccefsful  in  your 
"  future  purfuits.  One  labor  will  only  fucceed  ano- 
"  ther,  making  way  for  continual  difcontent  and 
"  chagrin.  Open  your  heart,  and  there  you  will 
"  difcover  the  fource  of  that  painful  inquietude,  to 
**  which,  by  your  own  confefTion,  you  have  been 
*'  long  a  prey.  Examine  its  fecret  recefles,  and  you 
"  will  difcover  there  fufficient  proofs  of  the  follow- 

*'  ing  truths The  heart  .'V  deceitful  above  all  things^ 

"  and  defperately  wicked.      All  have  finned  and  come 

«  Jhort 
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"  Jhort  of  the  glory  of  God.  The  thoughts  of  ynans 
"  heart  are  only  evil^  and  that  continually,  The  na- 
*'  tural  man  underjiandeth  not  the  things  of  the  fpirit 
"  of  God.  On  the  difcovery  of  thefe,  and  other 
"  important  truths,  you  will  be  convinced  that  man 
"  is  an  apoftate  being,  compofed  of  a  fenfual  re- 
"  bellious  body,  and  a  foul  immerfed  in  pride,  felf- 
"  love,  and  ignorance:  nay  more,  you  will  perceive 
"  it  a  phyfical  impofllbility,  that  man  fliould  ever 
"  become  truly  happy,  till  he  is  caft,  as  it  were, 
"  into  a  new  mould,  and  created  a  fecond  time. 
*'  For  my  own  part,  when  I  firfl:  began  to  know 
"  myfelf,  1  faw,  I  felt  that  man  is  an  undefineable 
«  animal,  partly  of  a  beftial,  and  partly  of  an  in- 
"  fernal  nature.  This  difcovery  (hocked  my  felf- 
"  love,  and  filled  me  with  the  utmoft  horror.  1 
"  endeavoured,  for  fome  time,  to  throw  a  palliating 
"  difguife  over  the  wretchednefs  of  my  condition ; 
"  but  the  impreflion  it  had  already  made  upon  my 
"  heart  was  too  deep  to  be  erafed.  It  was  to  no 
"  purpofe  that  I  reminded  myfelf  of  the  morality  of 
•'  my  conduft.  It  was  in  vain,  that  I  recolledled 
"  the  many  encomiums  that  had  been  pafled  upon 
"  my  early  piety  and  virtue.  And  it  was  to  little 
"  avail,  that  1  fought  to  caft  a  mift  before  my  eyes 

«  by  reafonings  like  thefe If  converfion  implies 

«  a  total  change,  who  has  been  converted  in  thef§ 
*'  da'ys  ?  Why  doft  thou  imagine  thyfelf  worfe  than 
"  thou  really  art  ?  Thou  art  a  believer  in  God, 
«  and  in  Chrift;  thou  art  a  chriftian;  thou  haft  in- 
♦'  jured  no  perfon  s  thou  art  neither  a  drunkard,  nor 
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"  an  adulterer;  thou  haft  difcharged  thy  duties,  not 
"  only  in  a  general  way,  but  with  more  than  or- 
"  dinary  exa6lnefs  ;  thou  art  a  ftrid  attendant  at 
"  church  ;  thou  art  accuftomed  to  pray  more  regu- 
"  larly  than  others,  and  frequently  with  a  good  de- 
"  gree  of  fervor;  make  thyfelf  perfeilly  eafy:  more- 
"  over,  Jefus  Chrift  has  fufFered  for  thy  fins,  and 
"  his  merit  will  fupply  every  thing  that  is  lacking 
"  on  thy  part.  It  was  by  reafonings  of  this  na- 
"  ture,  that  I  endeavoured  to  conceal  from  myfelf 
*'  the  deplorable  ftate  of  my  heart  :  and  I  am  aftiam- 
"  ed,  my  dear  brother,  I  repeat  it,  I  am  alhamed, 
"  that  I  fufFered  myfelf  fo  long  to  be  deluded  by 
"  the  artifices  of  Satan,  and  the  devices  of  my  own 
*'  heart.  God  himfelf  has  invited  me,  a  cloud  of 
*'  apoftles,  prophets,  and  martyrs  have  exhorted  me, 
"  and  my  confcience,  animated  by  thofe  fparks  of 
"  grace  which  are  latent  in  every  breaft,  has  urged 
"  me  to  enter  in  at  the  firait  gate :  but,  notwith- 
*'  ftanding  all  this,  a  fubtil  tempter,  a  deluding  world, 
"  and  a  deceived  heart,  have  conftantly  turned  the 
"  balance,  for  above  thefe  twenty  years,  in  favor 
"  of  the  broad  way.  I  have  paft  the  moft  lovely 
*^  part  of  my  life  in  the  fervice  of  thefe  tyrannical 
"  mafters,  and  am  ready  to  declare  in  the  face  of 
"  the  univerfe,  that  all  my  reward  has  confifted  in 
"  difquietude  and  remorfe.  Happy,  had  I  liftened 
•*  to  the  earlieft  invitations  of  grace,  and  broken 
"  their  iron  yoke  from  off  ray  neck!"* 
Vol.  I.  D  The 

•  I  need,   I  think,  make  no  excufe  for  having  tranf- 
Jated  fo  large  a  portion  of  this  epiftle. 
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The  internal  revolution,  above  defcribed,  may  be 
/aid  to  have  formed  a  grand  epoch  in  the  life  of 
this  valuable  man.  From  this  time  his  hopes  and 
his  fears,  his  defires  and  purfuits  were  totally  chang- 
ed. From  the  heights  of  felf- exaltation,  he  funk 
into  the  depths  of  felf-abhorrence :  and  from  fhin- 
ing  in  the  foremoft  ranks  of  the  virtuous,  he  placed 
himfelf  on  a  level  with  the  very  chief  of  fmners. 
Conviftion  made  way  for  unfeigned  repentance,  and 
repentance  laid  a  folid  foundation  for  chrijlian  piety. 
His  forrow  for  fin  was  fucceeded  by  a  confcioufnefs 
of  the  Almighty's  favor,  and  the  pangs  of  remorfe 
gave  way  to  the  joys  of  remiflion.  Believing  on 
Jefus,  as  the  fcripture  hath  faid,  he  found  in  him 
a  well  of  confolation  fprinpng  up  into  everlajiing  life. 
All  his  wanderings  were,  at  once,  happily  termina- 
ted, his  doubts  were  removed,  his  tears  were  dried 
up,  and  he  began  to  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory 
of  God.  His  converfion  was  not  imaginary,  but 
real.  It  not  only  influenced  his  fentiments,  but 
extended  to  his  conduil.  Whom  he  had  found  a 
Saviour,  he  determined  to  follow  as  a  guide :  and  fo 
unalterable  was  this  determination,  that  from  the 
very  hour  in  which  it  was  formed,  it  is  not  known, 
that  he  ever  caft  a  wiftiful  look  behind  him.  A 
cloud  of  witnefTes  are  ready  to  teftify,  that  from  his 
earlieft  acquaintance  with  the  truths  of  the  gofpel, 
he  continued  to  walk  worthy  of  his  high  vocation, 
growing  in  grace,  and  adorning  the  doSirine  of  God 
our  Saviour  in  all  things.  From  this  period  of  his 
life,  he  became   truly  exemplary   for  Chrijlian  piety. 

But 
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But  this  piety  was   of  too  exalted  a  nature  to   ad- 
mit  of  any   adequate  defcription.      They  who  faw 
him   only  at  a  diftance,   revered   him  as  a   man   of 
God  ;   while  they  who  enjoyed   a  nearer  acquaint- 
ance   with   him,    were  held  in   a   ftate  of   conftant 
admiration  at  his  attainments  in  the  divine  life.    He 
appeared  to  enjoy  an  uninterrupted   fellowship   with 
the  Father,  and  with  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift.     Every 
day  was  with  him  a  day  of  folemn  felf-dedication, 
and  every  hour  an   hour  of  praife  or  prayer.     Na- 
turally   formed   for   preeminence,    no    common    de- 
grees    of    grace   were   fufHcient    to    fatisfy   his    un- 
bounded   defires.     He  towered    above    the  generality 
of  chriflians,  earnejlly  defiring  the  be/}  gifts^  and  anxi- 
ous to  walk  in  the  moji  excellent  ivay.    While  others 
are    content    to   tafte    the   living   ftream,    he    traced 
that  ftream  to  its  fource,  and  lived  at  the  fountain- 
head  of  bleflednefs.     He  was   familiar  with  invifible 
objeils,   and  conftantly  walked  as  in  the  prefence  of 
God.     To   thofe  who    were  much  converfant  with 
him,  he  appeared  as  an  inhabitant  of  a  better  world  j 
fo  perfectly  dead  was  he  to  the  enjoyments  of  the 
prefent  life,  and  fo  wholly   detached  from  its  anxi- 
ous cares.     Wherever  he   was  called  by  the  provi- 
dence of  God,  he  was   acknowledged  as   a  burning 
and  Jhining  light.     The  common  lights  of  chriftians 
were    eclipfed   before   him  ;    and    even    his    fpiritual 
friends  could  never  ftand    in   his   prefence,    without 
being  overwhelmed  with  a  confcioufnefs  of  their  own 
inferiority    and   unprofitablenefs.       While   they    have 
feen  him  rifing,   as  it  were,  upon  the  wings  of  an 
D  2  eagle, 


^6  THE    PORTRAIT    OF    ST.    PAUL, 

eagle,  they  have  been  confounded  at  their  inability 
to  purfue  his  flight  j  and  while  he  has  given  v/ay 
to  the  emotions  of  his  fervent  love,  they  have 
blufhed  at  their  own  ingratitude  and  lukewarmnefs. 
The  candle  of  the  Lord  eminently  Jhone  upon  his  head^ 
and  the  jeer et  of  God  luas  upon  his  tabernacle.  IFhen 
he  went  out  through  the  city,  or  took  his  feat  in 
the  company  of  the  righteous,  he  was  faluted  with 
unufual  reverence,  and  received  as  an  angel  of  God. 
The  young  men  favj  him  and  hid  thefnfelves  ;  and  the 
aged  arofe  and  Jiood  up.  Even  thofe  who  were  ho- 
nored as  princes  among  the  people  of  God,  re- 
fraiued  talking,  and  laid  their  hand  upon  their  mouth. 
When  the  ear  heard  him,  then  it  blejfed  him ;  and  when 
the  eye  f aw  him,  it  gave  witnefs  to  him.  His 

charafler  was  free  from  thofe  inconfiftencies,  which 
are  too  generally  obfervable  among  the  profef- 
ibrs  of  chriftianity.  Whether  he  fat  in  the  houfe, 
or  whether  he  walked  by  the  way  i  in  his  hours 
of  retirement,  and  in  his  public  labors,  he  was  con- 
ftantly  aduated  by  the  fame  fpirit.  When  he  fpoke 
—  his  converfation  was  in  heaven :  and  the  hearts 
of  his  intimate  friends  ftill  burn  within  them,  on 
every  recolle6lion  of  the  gracious  words  that  pro- 
ceeded out  of  his  mouth.  When  he  was  filent— 
his  very  air  and  countenance  befpoke  an  angelic  mind 
abforbed  in  the  contemplation  of  God.  When  he 
was  engaged  in  the  ordinary  anions  of  life,  he  per- 
formed them  with  fuch  a  becoming  ferioufnefs,  that 
they  affumed  a  ftriking  and  important  appearance. 
In  all  the  changing  circumftances  of  life,  he  looked 

and 
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and  a6led  like  a  man,  whofe  treafurc  was  laid  ur> 
in  heaven.  There  his  affe^lions  were  immoveably 
fixed,  and  thitherward  he  was  continually  tending 
with  all  the  powers  of  his  foul :  he  fpoke  of  it  as 
the  fubje^l  of  his  conftant  meditation,  and  looked  to 
it  as  travellers  to  their  appointed  home.  At  times, 
when  the  pious  breathings  of  his  foul  were  too  for- 
cible to  be  reprefled,  he  would  break  forth  into  ex- 
preflions  of  adoration  among  his  fpiritual  aflbciates, 
and  cr)'  out,  while  tears  of  joy  were  burfting  from 
his  eyes  —  My  God!  My  Saviour!  Thou  art  mine  I 
a  wretch  umvorihy  of  thy  notice!  Tet  thou  hajl  vifited 
me  with  tliy  mercy^  and  honored  me  with  thy  favor  ! 
I  adore  thine  unfathomable  love  !  Te  who  have  tafled 
of  his  gracey  affift  me  to  magnify  his  natne.  He  was 
an  inftrument  always  in  tune :  and  none  can  tell, 
but  thofe  who  have  heard,  how  fweetly  it  would 
anfwer  to  the  touch  of  him  that  ftrung  it.  He  was 
an  inftrument  of  uncommon  compafs,  and  won- 
riroully  adapted  to  every  occafion.  Every  breath  that 
fwept  over  the  chords  of  this  living  lyre,  drew  from 
it  fome  according  found  :  if  from  man,  it  produced 
ftrains  of  affedion  and  fympathy  j  jf  from  God, 
it  called  forth  higher  founds  of  gratitude  and  de- 
votion. His  piety  fufFered  no  event  to  pafs 
by  unimproved.  Every  object  led  him  into  the  pre- 
fence  of  God,  and  every  occurrence  gave  rife  to  a 
train  of  ferious  reflections.  I  fhall  clofe  this  note 
by  relating  an  anecdote,  which  may  ferve  to  illuf- 
trate  this  part  of  his  charadter.  Travelling  fome 
years  ago  with  a  friend  through  part  of  Italy,  as 
D  3  they 
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they  approached    the   Appian-way,    he  direded    the 
driver  to  flop  before  he  entered  upon  it.     He  then 
ordered  the  chaife  door  to  be   opened,   affuring  his 
fellow-traveller,  that  his  heart  would  not  fufFer  him 
to  ride   over   that   ground,    upon   which    the   apoftle 
Paul  had  formerly  walked   chained  to  a  foldier,   on 
account  of  preaching  the  everlafting  Gofpel.     As  foon 
as  he  had  fet   his  foot  upon  this  old  Roman  road, 
he  took  off  his  hat  j  and  walking  on,  with  his  eyes 
lifted  up    to    heaven,    returned   thanks   to    God,    in 
a  moft  fervent  prayer,  for    that    light,    thofe   truths, 
and  that  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,   which   were 
continued  to  the  prefent  day.    He  rejoiced  that  Eng- 
■  land   was   favored    with   the    Gofpel    in    its    purity ; 
and  devoutly  implored,  that  Rome  might  again  have 
the  truths  of  that  Gofpel  declared  in  thofe  churches, 
which  were  difgraced  vnth  a  worfhip  little  fuperior  to 
that  of  ancient  Athens.     He  then  took  a  view  of  the 
exemplary  life,  the  extenfive  travels,  and  aftonifhing 
labors,  of  the  great  apoftle.     He  recounted  his  fufFer- 
jngs  when  a  prifoncr,  and  his  trials  when  at  liberty; 
his  rigid   felf-denial,    and   his   voluntary   poverty  for 
the    furtherance   of   the   Gofpel.      He   fpoke   of  his 
painful    miniftry,    and    his   violent   perfecutions,    en- 
larging, with   peculiar  energy,  upon  his  laft  journey 
from    Jerufalem   to   Rome.     He  then   ran   over  his 
experience  —  his   faith,  his  love,  his  abundant  reve- 
lations, and  his  confiant  communion  with  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrid:  dcmonftrating  that,  without  fuch  com- 
munion,   he   could   never   have  funportcd   the   fharp 
conflicts   and   repeated  fufFciings,    to    which   he   was 

d;iilY 
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daily  expofed.      Here  he  adverted   to  his  own   fitu- 
ation,   with  a   degree  of  gratitude   that   furpafTes   all 
defcription.     What  a  miracle  of  mercy,  faid  he,  that 
a  chriftian,  hated  and  defpifed  as  he  is  by  all  men, 
is  yet  fuffered  to  live  :    and  that  we,  who  defire  to 
be  fuch,  can  travel  at   this   day  unmolefted   among 
thofe,  who  abhor  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus.     Their 
anceftors  were   ftained   with  the  blood  of  the  inno-. 
cent  J    and   was   the   Gofpel   to   be  propofed   in  its 
purity   to   the  prefent   generation,    they   would   rufh 
upon  the  preacher  of  it,  as  fo  many  beafts  of  prey; 
if   He,    who    reftrained    the    lions   from   devouring 
Daniel,  was  not  prefent  to  controul  their  deftrudive 
zeal.     Thefe  remarks  were  continued  for  a  long  time 
together,   fweetly  intermixed   with   occafional   prayer 
and  praife.     He  breathed  nothing  but  devotion,  and 
had  he  not  been  prevented   by  the  prefence   of  the 
driver,  fuch  were  his  feelings  on   treading  this  cele- 
brated road,  that  he  would  certainly  have  a6led  like 
St.  Paul,   when  he   retired  to  the  river  lide,   zv/berg 
prayer  was  wont  to  be  made. 


D  4  TRAIT 
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TRAIT     III. 

His  intimate  union  with  Chriji  by  faith. 

Jam  come,  f^id  the  good  fhepherd,  that  my 
Jheep  might  have   life,  and  that  they  might  have 
it   more  abundantly  (a).     I  am  the   light   of  the 
xvorld  (b).     /  am   the  way,    the  truth,    and  the 
life  {c).    I  am  the  vine;  ye  are  the  branches  (d). 
The  faithful  minifter  underftands  the  fignifica- 
tion  of  thefe  myfterious  expreffions.    He  walks 
in  this  way,  he  follows  this  light,  he  embraces 
this  truth,   and  enjoys  this  life  in  all  its   rich 
abundance.     Conftantly  united  to  his  Lord,  by 
a  humble  faith,  a  lively  hope,   and  an  ardent 
charity,   he  is  enabled  to  fay  with  St.   Paul; 
S^he  love  of  Chriji   conjlraineth  me;    becaufe  we 
thus  judge,  that  if  one  died  for  all,  then  were  all 
dead :   and  that  he  died  for  all,  that  they  which 
live,  Jhould  not  henceforth  live  unto  themfelves,  hut 
unto  him,  who  died  for  them,  and  rofe  again  (e). 
We  are  dead,  and  our  life  is  hid  with  Chriji  in 
God.      When   Chriji,   who  is   our  life,  Jliall  ap- 
pear, then  Jhall  we  alfo  appear  with  him  in  glo- 
ry (f).     For  if  we  have  been  planted  together  in. 

the 

(a)  John  X.  lo,  u.  (b)  John  viii.  12. 

(c)  John  xiv.  6.  (d)  John  xv.  5. 

(e)  2  Cor.  V.  14.  (f)  Col.  jii.  3,  4. 
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the  likenefs  of  his  death,  ive  jhall  he  alfo  in  the 
likenefs  of  his  refurre^lion.  Knowing  that  Chrifi, 
being  raifed  from  the  dead,  dieth  no  more ;  hut 
Irveth  unto  God :  we  likewife  reckon  ourfehes  to  be 
dead  indeed  unto  fin,  but  alive  unto  God,  through 
Jefus  Chriji  our  Lord  (g). 

This  living  faith  is  the  fource  from  whence 
all  the  fandtity  of  the  chriftian  is  derived,  and 
all  the  power  of  the  true  minifter  :  it  is  the 
medium,  through  which  that  fap  of  grace  and 
confolation,  thofe  ftreams  of  peace  and  joy,  are 
perpetually  flowing,  which  enrich  the  Relieving 
foul,  and  make  it  fruitful  in  every  good  work: 
or,  to  fpeak  without  a  metaphor,  from  this 
powerful  grace  proceeds  that  love  of  God  and 
man,  which  influences  us  to  think  and  aft, 
either  as  members,  or  as  minifters,  of  Jefus 
Chrifl:.  The  character  of  the  chriftian  is  de- 
termined by  the  ftrength  or  weaknefs  of  his 
faith.  If  the  faith  of  St.  Paul  had  been  weak 
or  wavering,  his  portrait  would  have  been 
unworthy  our  contemplation  :  he  would  necef- 
farily  have  fallen  into  doubt  and  difcourage- 
ment  •,  he  might  probably  have  funk  into  iin, 
as  St.  Peter  plunged  into  the  fea  ;  he  muft, 
fooner  or  later,  have  loft  his  fpiritual  vigor, 
and   have   made   the   fame   appearance   in   the 

church, 
(g)  Rom,  vi.  5,  9,  M. 
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church  as  thofe  minifters  and  chriftlans,  who 
are  influenced  by  the  maxims  of  the  world. 
The  effeds  of  faith  are  ftill  truly  myfterious, 
though  our  Lord  has  explained  them  in  as 
intelligible  a  manner,  as  their  nature  will  per- 
mit :  He  that  ahideth  in  7ne^  by  a  living  faith, 
and  in  whom  I  ahide^  by  the  light  of  my  word 
and  the  power  of  my  fpirit,  the  fame  hringeth  forth 
much  fruit  \  for  without  rae  ye  can  do  nothing. 
Jf  a-iry  man  abide  not  in  me^  he  is  cafl  forth  as  a 
branchy  and,  being  withered,  is  cafl  into  the  fire 
and  burfted.  Herein  is  my  Father  glorified,  that, 
united  to  me  as  the  branches  to  the  vine,  ye 
bear  much  fruit  -,  fofhallye  be  my  difciples  (h). 

Penetrated  with  thefe  great  truths,  and  daily 
cleaving  more  firmly  to  his  living  head,  the 
true  minifter  exprefles  what  the  natural  man 
cannot  receive,  and  what  few  paftors  of  the 
prefent  age  are  able  to  comprehend,  though 
St.  Paul  not  only  experienced  it  in  his  own 
heart,  but  openly  declares  it  in  the  following 
remarkable  pafTage  :  /  am  crucified  with  Chrifl : 
never thelefs,  I  live;  yet,  not  I,  but  Chrifl  liv- 
eth  in  we:  and  the  life  which  I  now  live  in  the 
f.efli,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who 
loved  me,   and  gave  himfelf  for  me  (i). 

NOTE 

(h)  John  XV.  6,  7,  8.  (i)  Gal.  ii.  20. 
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NOTE      III. 


1  H  E   life  of  M.  de  la  Flechere  might,  with  the 
ftrideft  propriety,  be  termed  a  life  of  faith.      Thro' 
the  whole   of  his   chriftian    pilgrimage   he  walked  by 
fdith^   and  not  by  fight.     By   faith    he  embraced  the 
truths  of  the  Gofpel,  when  they  were  firft  propofed 
to   him  in  plainnefs  and  fimplicity ;    not  barely  ad- 
mitting^  but  relying  upon  them   with   an  entire  con- 
fidence.    By   faith  he  relinquiftied  the  world,  while 
it    prefented    him    with   many    a   flattering   profpe6t, 
chufing    rather   to  fiiffer   affiidlion    with    the   people    of 
Gody   than   to   enjoy   the  pleafures  of  fm  for  a  feafon. 
By  faith   he  endured  the  difpleafure   of  his  friends, 
and   patiently   fufFered   their  contradi6tion,    efleeming 
the  reproach  of  Chriji  greater  riches  than  the  treafures 
of  the  world,  and   having   refpeSl  unto   the   recompenfe 
of  reward.     By  faith  he  engaged  himfelf  in  the  chrif- 
tian   warfare,   unmoved  either   by  its  difficulties,  or 
its  dangers  ;    and   by  faith   he  endured  to   the   end, 
as  feeing  him,  who  is  invifible.    Though  his  faith  was 
always  increafing,  yet,  during  his  chriftian  profeffion, 
there  never  was  a  time  in  which  he  was    regarded 
as    a   man   weak   or   wavering   in   the  faith   of    the 
Gofpel.     On  the  contrary,  he  feems  to  have  borne 
a  ftrong  refemblance  to  thofe  two  extraordinary  cha- 
racters, whofe  faith,  upon  their  very  lirfl  application 
to   Chrift,    not  only   procured    his  approbation,   but 
appeared  to  excite  his   aAonifhment.     His  faith   was 

frequently 
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frequently  put  to  the  fevereft  tefts ;  but,  after  being 
tried  to  the  uttermoft,  it  remained  unfhaken.  He 
regarded  the  promifes  of  God  as  the  firm  fupports 
of  this  grace,  nor  was  he  ever  ken  to  Jlagger  at 
any  of  thofe  promifes  through  unbelief.  If  the  pro- 
ftiife  was  great  and  important  j  if  its  full  accom- 
plifhment  was  even  doubted  by  His  moft  efleemed 
fellow-laborers ;  yet  this  holy  man  continued  Jirong 
in  faithy  giving  glory  to  God :  being  fully  perfuadedy 
that  what  he  had  promifedy  he  was  able  alfo  to  per- 
form. By  this  mighty  grace  he  engaged  in  the  moft 
difficult  duties,  and  faw  many  mountainous  obfta- 
cles  removed  from  his  path.  By  this  he  was  en- 
abled to  bear  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day :  and 
by  this,  notwithftanding  all  the  difcouragements  that 
could  be  thrown  in  his  way,  he  went  on  from  con- 
quering to  conquer. 

The  nature  of  his  faith  was  evidenced  by  the 
works  it  produced.  He  flood  not  as  a  cumberer  of 
the  ground  in  his  mafter's  vineyard;  but,  like  a  tree 
planted  by  the  water-fide^  he  brought  forth  his  fruit 
in  due  feafon.  He  ftood  as  an  humble  reprefenta- 
tion  of  that  tree  of  life,  which  grows  by  the  river 
of  Paradife ;  for  in  his  fruit  there  was  a  wonderful 
variety,  and  every  fucceflive  feafon  was  with  him  a 
feafon  of  fpiritual  plenty.  He  not  only  bore  that 
delicate  kind  of  fruit,  which  requires  the  funfhine 
of  profperity ;  but  produced,  with  equal  luxuriance, 
thofe  hardier  graces,  which  can  only  be  matured  by 
the  rigors  of  adverfity. 

It 
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It  is  the  privilege  of  every  chriflian  to  be  united 
to  Chrift  ;  that,  as  He  and  the  Father  are  one^  fa 
his  difciples  may  be  one  with  their  adorable  mafter. 
This  privilege,  in  its  loweft  fenfe,  is  inconceivably 
cftimable  in  the  church  of  Chrift  j  but  by  this  emi- 
nent fervant  of  God  it  was  enjoyed  in  a  more  thaa 
ordinary  degree.  His  union  with  the  bleflfed  Jefus, 
anfwerable  to  the  greatnefs  of  his  faith,  was  intimate 
and  conftant.  He  experienced  the  fuliilment  of  that 
condefcending  promife ;  If  any  man  hear  my  voices 
and  open  the  door,  I  will  come  in  to  himy  and  /up  with 
hif/i,  and  he  with  me :  he  obeyed  the  fummons,  and 
received  the  promifed  vifitant ;  and  from  that  time  his 
heart  became  the  dwelling-place  of  Chrift.  There 
he  experienced  the  teachings  of  uncreated  wifdom, 
and  held  ineffable  communion  with  the  author  and 
finijher  of  faith,  imbibing  abundantly  the  fpirit  of  his 
divine  inftrudor,  and  fitting  under  his  Jhadow  with 
great  delight.  By  this  facred  intercourfe,  continued 
from  day  to  day,  his  union  with  Chrift  became  fo 
entire,  that  he  was  at  length  enabled  to  adopt  the 
exprefllve  declaration  of  the  great  apoftle  —  I  live ; 
yet  not   /,  but    Chrij}   liveth  in  me  :  &c. 

The  ftritflnefs  of  this  union  was  evinced  by  his 
whole  difpofition  and  carriage.  The  mind  that  was 
in  Chrift,  was  difcovered  alfo  in  him.  He  denied 
himfelf,  he  took  up  his  crofs,  and  trod  in  the  foot- 
fteps  of  his  mafter.  He  cheerfully  fubmitted  to  the 
yoke  of  Jefus,  and  was  effedually  taught,  by  his 
example,  to  be  meei  and  lowly  in  heart.    He  breathed 

tiie 
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the  language  of  univerfal  benevolence,  and  copied 
the  charafter  of  his  Lord  with  fo  great  exacStnefs, 
that  all  men  took  knowledge  of  hlm^  that  he  had  been 
with  Jefus.  Fellowfhip  with  Chrift  is,  with  the  ge- 
neralicy  of  cliriftians,  a  ftate  of  much  uncertainty, 
and  fubjedl  to  many  changes  j  but  by  this  holy  man 
it  was  well  nigh  uninterruptedly  enjoyed,  through  all 
the  different  ftages  of  the  fpiritual  life.  It  was  his 
confolation  in  the  feafon  of  adverfity,  and  his  glory 
in  the  day  of  rejoicing:  it  fuftained  him  in  the  hour 
of  temptation,  and  afforded  him  peace  in  the  midft 
of  trouble.  At  home  or  abroad,  he  ftill  was  fitting 
■with  Chrift  Jefus  in  heavenly  places.  In  ficknefs 
or  in  health,  he  daily  conferred  with  this  phyfician 
of  ineftimable  value.  In  honour  or  difhonour,  he 
ftill  was  dignified  with  the  favor  of  this  Everlafting 
King.  In  ftiort,  the  whole  circle  of  his  chriftian 
friends  are  ready  to  teftify,  that  neither  tribulation^ 
nor  dijlrefsy  nor  perfecution^  nor  lifey  nor  deaths  were 
able  to  feparate  this  faithful  paftor  from  the  love  of 
Chrijl :  for  whom  he  fuffered  the  lofs  of  all  things,  and 
by  whofe  gracious  prefence  that  lofs  was  abundantly 
overpaid. 


TRAIT 
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TRAIT       IV. 

His   extraordinary   vocation   to   the  holy   minijlryy 
and  in  what  that  mlnijlry   chiefly   conjifls. 


E 


VERY  profefTbr  of  chriftianity  is  ac- 
quainted with  the  honor,  which  our  Lord  con- 
ferred upon  the  apoftle  Paul,  in  not  only  call- 
ing him  to  a  participation  of  the  chriftian 
faith,  but  by  appointing  him  alfo  to  pubiifti 
the  evcrlafting  GofpeL  A  juft  fenfe  of  this 
double  honor  penetrated  the  heart  of  that  a- 
poftle  with  the  moft  lively  gratitude  —  /  give 
thanks^  faith  he,  to  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord^  for 
that  he  counted  me  faithful,  putting  me  into  the 
miniftry  \  who  was  before  a  blafphemer,  and  a 
perfecutor,  and  injurious.  But  I  obtained  mercy, 
becaufe  I  did  it  ignorantly  in  unbelief:  and  the 
grace  of  our  Lord  was  exceeding  abundant  in  me^ 
with  faith  and  love,  which  is  in  Chriji  Jefus.  How- 
heit,  for  this  caufe  I  obtained  Vtiercy,  that  in  me 
firfi  Jefus  Chrifl:  might  fhevo  forth  all  long-fuffer- 
^^iy  f^  ^  "Pattern  to  them  which  fJwuld  hereafter 
believe  on  him  to  everlafiing  life  (a).  The  evan- 
gelical miniftry,  to  which  St.  Paul  was  im- 
mediately, 

(a)    1    Tim.  i,   12—16. 
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mediately  called,  is,  In  general,   the  fame  thro* 
every  age  enlightened  by  the  Gofpel,  and  con- 
fifts  in  publilhing  the  truth  after  fuch  a  man- 
ner,  that  the  wicked  may  be  converted,   and 
the  faithful  edified.      The  commiffion,  which 
this  great  apoftle  received   from   Chrift,   con- 
tains,   eflentially,    nothing   more   than  the  ac- 
knowledged duty  of  every  minifter  of  the  Gof- 
pel.    Leave  out  the  miraculous  appearance  of 
our  Lord ;    pafs   over   the   circumftance   of  a 
commiffion  given  in  an  extraordinary  manner; 
fubftitute  the  word  fmners  for  that  of  gentiles, 
and  inftead  oi  jews,  read  hypocritical  prof ejfors -, 
and  you  will  perceive  that,  with  thefe  imma- 
terial  alterations,   the   commiffion  of  St.  Paul 
is  the  commiffion  of  every  faithful  minifter  in 
the  church.     Obferve  the  tenor  of  it.     In  per- 
fon,  or  by  my  ambafladors,  in  a  manner  either 
extraordinary  or  ordinary,  /  appoint  thee  a  mi' 
nijler,  and  a  witnefs  of  thofe  things,   which  thou 
hafi  feen,   or  experienced,   and  of  thofe   things, 
in  the  which   I  will  appear  to  thee  -,    and  I  will 
deliver  thee  from   the  hands   of  the  people,   and 
from  the  gentiles,  i.  e.   from  the  hands  of  hy- 
pocritical profefTors,  and  from  ignorant  fmners, 
unto  whom  I  now  fend  thee,  to  open   their  eyes, 
and  to  turn  them  from  the  darknefs  of  error  to 
the  light  of  truth,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan 

to 
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to  Gody  1.  e.  from  fin,  which  is  the  image  of 
Satan,  to  holinefs,  which  is  the  image  of  God, 
that  they  may  receive  forgivenefs  of  Jins,  and  an 
inheritance  among  them  which  are  fandlified^  by 
faith  that  is  in  me  (b).  Such  was  the  office 
to  which  St.  Paul  was  appointed,  more  efpe- 
cially  among  the  gentile  nations  ;  and  fuch, 
without  doubt,  is  the  office  of  every  paftor, 
at  leaft,  within  the  limits  of  his  particular  parifh. 
As  for  taking  the  ecclefiaftical  habit,  reading 
over  fome  pages  of  a  liturgy,  folemnizing  mar- 
riages, baptizing  infants,  keeping  regifters,  and 
receiving  fl-ipends,  thefe  things  are  merely  ac- 
cidental :  and  every  minifter  fhould  be  able  to 
fay,  with  St.  Paul,  Chrijl  fent  me  not^  princi- 
pally, to  baptize^  but  to  preach  tfte  Gofpel  (c). 

It  is  evident,  from  various  pafTages  in  the 
different  offices  of  our  church,  that  our  pious 
reformers  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that 
Chrift  himfelf  appoints,  and,  in  fome  fort,  in- 
fpires  all  true  paftors  -,  that  He  commits  the 
flock  to  their  keeping,  and  that  their  princi- 
pal care  is  the  fame  with  that  of  the  firft  evan- 
gelifts,  namely,  the  converfton  of  fouls.  And 
truly,  the  fame  Lord,  who  appointed  his  dif- 
ciples  as  apojtles,  or  ocular  vjitneffes  of  his  re- 
VoL.  I.  E  furredion, 

(b)  Aasxxvi.  16—18.  (c)  I  Cor.  i.  17. 
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furre(flion,  has  alfo  appointed  others  as  pajlors, 
or  ivitneffes  of  a  fecondary  order,  and  fufFragans 
of  the  firft  evangelifts.  If  the  witnefTes  of  a 
higher  order  were  permitted  to  fee  Chrift  after 
his  refurreftion,  thofe  of  a  fecondary  order  have 
felt  the  efficacy  of  his  refurredion,  being  raifed 
together  with  him,  or  regenerated  through  the 
reception  of  a  lively  hope,  by  the  rifing  again  of 
Chrifl  from  the  dead  (d).  So  that  every  true 
minifter,  who  bears  his  teftimony  to  the  truths 
of  the  Gofpel,  whether  it  be  from  the  pulpit, 
or  before  tribunals,  is  fupported  by  his  own 
particular  experience  of  Chrift*s  refurredion, 
as  well  as  by  a  cunvi^ion  founded  upon  the 
depofitions  of  the  firft  witnefles.  Now  this  con- 
viction, and  this  experience,  are  by  no  means 
confined  to  the  miniftering  fervants  of  God  : 
the  hearts  of  the  faithful,  in  their  feveral  ge- 
nerations, have  been  influenced  by  them  both; 
if  it  be  true,  that  they  have  conftantly  flood 
prepared  to  feal  with  their  blood  thefe  two 
important  truths,  Jefus  Chrift  died  for  our  Jins, 
and  rofe  again  for  our  juflification.  Millions  of 
the  laity  have  been  called  to  give  this  laft 
proof  of  their  faith;  and,  beyond  all  doubt, 
it  is  abundantly  more  difficult  to  bear  tefli- 
mony  to  the  truth  upon  a  fcaffiald,  than  from 

a  pulpit. 

If 
(d)  I  Pet.  i.  3.     Col.  iii.  i. 
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If  St.  Paul  and  the  other  apoftles  are  con- 
fidered  as  perfons  of  a  rank  far  fuperior  to 
ours,  they  themfelves  cry  out,  O  firs !  we  alfo 
are  men  of  like  pafions  with  you  (e).  If  it  be 
faid,  that  God  infpired  the  apoftles  with  all 
the  wifdom  and  zeal  neceflary  to  fulfil  the 
duties  of  their  high  vocation-,  it  may  be 
replied,  that  our  churches  implore  for  their 
eftablifhed  paftors  the  fame  wfdom  and  zeal, 
grounding  fuch  prayers  upon  the  authority  of 
many  plain  paflages  of  Holy  Scripture — Now 
unto  him  that  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly 
above  all  that  we  afk  or  thinks  according  to  the 
power  that  worketh  in  us,  unto  him  be  glory  in 
the  church,  by  Chrijl  Jefus,  throughout  all  ages, 
world  without  end  (f). 

Moreover,  it  is  an  error  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  apoftles  needed  no  augmentation  of  that 
divine  light,  by  which  fpiritual  obje6ls  are  dif- 
cerned.  St.  Paul,  who  was  favored  with  an 
extraordinary  infpiration,  and  that  fufficient  to 
compofe  facred  books  in  which  infallibility  is 
to  be  found,  writes  thus  to  believers  :  Now 
we  fee  through  a  glafs  darkly  •,  hut  then  face  to 
face.  Now  I  know  in  part;  but  then  /hall  I 
know,  even  as  alfo  I  am  known  (g).  A  hum- 
E  2  ble, 

(e)  Aas  xiv.  15.  (f)  Eph.  iii.  ao,  21.    (g)  1  Cor.xiii.  12. 
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bl€,  but  happy  confeflion  !  which,  on  the  one 
hand,  will  not  fufFer  us  to  be  difcouraged  when 
we  are  mod  fenlible  of  our  inadequate  light; 
and  teaches  us,  on  the  other,  how  neceflary  it 
is  to  make  inceflant  application  to  the  Father  of 
lights :  equally  guarding  us  againft  the  pride 
of  fome,  who  imagine  themfelves  to  have  ap- 
prehended all  the  truth ;  and  the  wilful  igno- 
rance of  others,  who  pronounce  fpiritual  know- 
ledge to  be  altogether  unattainable. 

Now,  if  the  apoftle  Paul  could  but  imper- 
fedly  difcern  the  depths  of  evangelical  truth, 
and  if  angels  themfelves  defire  to  look  into  thefe 
things  (h) ;  who  can  fufficiently  wonder  at  the 
prefumption  of  thofe  men,  who  are  fo  far  per- 
fuaded  of  their  own  infallibility,  that  they  re- 
gard all  truths,  which  they  are  unable  to  fa- 
thom, as  the  mere  reveries  of  fanaticifm  ?  But, 
turning  our  eyes,  at  prefent,  from  the  per- 
nicious error  of  thefe  felf-exalted  chriftians,  let 
us  confider  a  fubjed:,  in  which  we  are  more 
interefted  than  in  the  extraordinary  vocation 
of  St.  Paul  to  the  holy  miniftry. 

(h)  I  Pet.  i.  12. 

REFLECT- 
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REFLECTIONS 

Up^n  the  ordinary  'vocation  to  the  holy  miniftry* 

jThE  harvefi  truly  is  plenteous,  but  the  labor- 
ers are  few:  fray  ye^  therefore^  the  Lord  of 
the  harvefi,  that  He  will  fend  forth  laborers  into 
his  harvefi  (I).  Retaining  in  memory  thefe  re- 
markable words  of  our  Lord,  the  confcienti- 
ous  man  is  incapable  of  thrufting  himfelf  into 
the  holy  miniftry,  without  being  firft  duly 
called  thereto  by  the  Lord  of  the  harveft,  the 
great  Shepherd  and  Bifhop  of  fouls. 

The  minifter  of  the  prefent  age  is  not  or- 
dinarily called  to  the  holy  miniftry,  except  by 
carnal  motives,  fuch  as  his  own  vanity,  or 
his  peculiar  tafte  for  a  tranquil  and  indolent 
life.  Perhaps  his  vocation  to  the  miniftry  is 
principally  from  his  father  or  mother,  who 
have  determined  that  their  fon  fhall  enter  into 
holy  orders.  Very  frequently,  if  the  candidate 
for  holy  orders  had  iincerity  enough  to  difco- 
ver  the  real  inclination  of  his  heart,  he  might 
make  his  fubmiftions  to  the  dignitaries  of  our 
E  3  church, 

(i)  Matt.  ix.  37,  38. 
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church,  and  fay  ;  Put  me,  I  pray  you,  into  one 
of  the  priejl^s  offices,  that  I  may  eat  a  piece  of 
bread  (k). 

It  is  not  tlius  with  the  real  believer,  who 
confecrates  himfelf  to  the  holy  miniftry.  He 
is  not  ignorant,  that  Qhrift  glorified  not  himfelf 
to  he  made  an  high  priefi :  and  he  is  perfedtly 
aflured,  that  no  man  has  a  right  to  take  upon 
himfelf  the  facerdotal  dignity,  but  he  that  is  call- 
ed  of  God,  either  in  an  extraordinary  manner, 
as  Aaron  and  St.  Paul,  or,  at  leaft,  in  an  or- 
dinary manner,  as  Apollos  and  Timothy  (1). 
As  it  is  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  importance, 
to  underftand  by  what  tokens  this  ordinary 
vocation  to  the  holy  miniftry  may  be  difcover- 
ed,  the  following  refledions  upon  fo  intereft- 
ing  a  fubjed  may  not  be  altogether  fuper- 
fluous. 

If  a  young  man  of  virtuous  manners  is  deep- 
ly penetrated  with  this  humiliating  truth  — 
j^ll  have  finned,  and  come  fliort  of  the  glory  of 
God  (m) :  If,  further,  he  is  efFedually  con- 
vinced of  this  confolatory  truth — God  fo  loved 
the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only -begot  ten  Son, 
that  whofoever  believeth  in  him  fhoidd  not  perifhy 

but 
(k)  I  Sam.  ii.  36.     (1)  Mcb.  v.  -),  5.     (ni)  Rom.  iii.  23. 
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but  have  everlafting  life  (n) ;  If  his  natural 
talents  have  been  ftrengthened  by  a  liberal  edu- 
cation J  if  the  pleafure  of  doing  good  is  fweeter 
to  him  than  all  the  pleafuies  of  fenfe  j  if  the 
hope  of  converting  /inner s  from  the  error  of  their 
wa)\  occupies  his  mind  more  agreeably  than 
the  idea  of  acquiring  all  the  advantages  of  for- 
tune; if  the  honor  of  publifhing  the  Gof- 
pel  is  fuperior,  in  his  eyes,  to  the  honor  of 
becoming  the  ambalTador  of  an  earthly  prince : 
In  fhort,  if  by  a  defire,  which  fprings  from 
the  fear  of  God,  the  love  of  Chrift,  and  th^ 
concern  he  takes  in  the  falvation  of  his  neigh- 
bour, he  is  led  to  confecrate  himfelf  to  the 
holy  miniftry  ;  if,  in  the  order  of  providence, 
outward  circumftances  concur  with  his  own  de- 
figns  -,  and  if  he  folicits  the  grace  and  aflift- 
ance  of  God,  with  greater  eagernefs  than  he 
feeks  the  outward  vocation  from  his  fuperiors 
in  the  church  by  the  impofition  of  hands  -, 
he  may  then  fatisfy  himfelf,  that  the  great 
High-Prieft  of  the  chriftian  profeflion  has  fet 
him  apart  for  the  high  office,  to  which  he  af- 
pires. 

When,  after  ferious  examination,  any  ftudent 

in  theology   difcovers  in  himfelf  the   neceflary 

E  4  difpofitions 

(n)   John  iii.  l6. 
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difpofitions  mentioned  above ;  then,  having 
received  impofition  of  hands,  with  faith  and 
humility,  from  the  paftors  who  prefide  in  the 
church,  he  may  folidly  conclude,  that  he  has 
been  favored  with  the  ordinary  vocation.  Hence, 
looking  up  to  the  fource  of  the  important  office 
with  v/hich  he  is  honored,  he  can  adopt,  with 
propriety,  the  language  of  St.  Paul :  /  thank 
Chrtjl  Jefus,  our  Lord,  for  that  he  hath  counted  me 
faithful,  putting  me  into  the  minijiry  (o).  Though 
I  preach  the  Gofpel,  I  have  nothing  to  glory  of-, 
for  neceffity  is  laid  upon  me,  yea,  wo  is  unto  me 
if  I  preach  not  the  Gofpel:  for  then  I  ihould 
be  found  unfaithful  to  my  vocation  (p),  God 
was  in  Chrifl  reconciling  the  world  unto  himfelf^ 
and  hath  committed  unto  us  the  word  of  re^ 
conciliation.  Now  then  we  are  amhaffadors  for 
Chrifl  (q).  And,  if  he  becomes  not  like  that 
wicked  and  flothful  fervant,  who  refufed  to  ad- 
minifter  to  the  neceflitics  of  his  matter's  houfe- 
hold,  he  will  be  able  at  all  times  to  fay : 
'Therefore,  feeing  we  have  this  minifiry,  as  we  have 
received  mercy,  we  faint  tiot  -,  but  have  renounced 
the  hidden  things  of  diflionefiy,  not  walking  in 
craftinefs,  nor  handling  the  word  of  God  deceit- 
fully, hut  by  manifejlation  of  the  truth  commend^ 

ing 
(o)  1  Tim.  i.  12.  (p)  I  Cor.  ix.  |6. 

(q)  2  Cor.  V.  19,  2C.  (r)  \  Cor.  iv.  i,  2. 
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ing  ourfelves  to  every  man's  confcience  in  the  fight 
of  God  (r). 

A  perfon  of  this  defcription,  fearching  the 
depths  of  the  human  heart,  of  which  he  has 
acquired  a  competent  knowledge  by  the  ftudy 
of  his  own ;  meditating  with  attention  upon 
the  proofs,  and  with  humility  upon  the  myf- 
teries  of  our  holy  religion  ;  giving  himfelf  up 
to  the  ftudy  of  divine  things,  and,  above 
all,  to  prayer  and  to  good  works;  fuch  a 
paftor  may  reafonably  hope  to  grow  in  grace, 
jand  in  the  knowledge  of  that  powerful  Sa- 
viour, whom  he  earneftly  proclaims  to  others. 
Nor  is  it  probable  that  fuch  a  one  will  labor 
altogether  in  vain.  Gradually  inftruded  in 
the  things  which  concern  the  kingdom  of 
God,  he  will  become  like  the  father  of  a  fa- 
mily, bringing  forth  out  of  his  treafures  things 
new  and  old:  and  whether  he  fpeaks  of  the 
old  man,  the  earthly  nature,  which  he  has  put 
off  with  fuch  extreme  pain,  or  the  new  man, 
the  heavenly  nature,  which  he  has  put  on  with 
equal  joy  (s),  he  will  fpeak  with  a  convidlion 
fo  powerful,  and  a  perfuafion  fo  conftraining, 
that  the  carelefs  muft  neceflarily  be  alarmed, 
and  the  faithful  encouraored. 

o 
(r)  2  Cor.  iv.  i,  2.  (s)  Ephef.  iv.  22,  24. 

NOTE 
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NOTE      IV. 

JlTlS  far  as  nature  can  furnifh  a  man  for  offices  of 
a  facred  kind,  perliaps  there  never  was  a  perfon  bet- 
ter qualified  to  fuftain  the  charader  of  a  minifter  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  than  M.  de  la  Flechere.  His  difpo- 
fition  and  habits,  his  fentiments  and  ftudies,  his 
reverential  awe  of  God,  his  infatiable  third  after 
truth,  and  his  uncommon  abhorrence  of  vice,  gave 
his  friends  abundant  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  he 
was  marked,  at  an  early  age,  for  the  fervice  of  the 
church.  Contrary,  however,  to  all  expedation,  and 
contrary  to  the  defigns  of  his  family,  before  he  had 
arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty,  he  manifefted  views 
of  a  very  oppofite  nature.  His  theological  ftudies 
gave  place  to  the  fyftems  of  Vauban  and  Cohorn, 
and  he  evidently  preferred  the  camp  to  the  church. 
All  the  remonflrances  of  his  friends,  on  this  ap- 
parent change  in  his  difpofition,  were  totally  in- 
effedual ;  and,  had  it  not  been  for  repeated  difap- 
pointments,  he  would  have  wielded  another  fword 
than  that  of  the  Spirit.  Happily,  his  projects  for 
the  field  were  conftantly  baffled  and  blafted  by  the 
appointments  of  that  God,  who  referved  him  for  a 
more  important  fcene  of  adtion.  His  choice  of  the 
army  is,  however,  to  be  imputed  rather  to  prin- 
ciple than  inclination.  On  the  one  hand,  he  de- 
tefted  the  irregularities  and  vices  to  which  a  military 
life  would  expofe  him:    on   the   other,    he  dreaded 

the 
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the  condemnation  he  might  incur,  by  acquitting 
himfelf  unfaithfully  in  the  paftoral  office.  He  con- 
ceived it  abundantly  eafier  to  toil  for  glory  in 
fields  of  blood,  than  to  labor  for  God,  with  un- 
wearied perfeverance,  in  the  vineyard  of  the  church. 
He  believed  himfelf  qualified  rather  for  military  ope- 
rations, than  for  fpiritual  employments.  On  the 
whole,  after  fully  debating  the  matter  in  his  own 
mind,  the  exalted  ideas  he  entertained  of  the  holy 
miniftry  determined  him  to  feek  fome  other  profef- 
fion,  more  adapted  to  the  weaknefs  of  humanity. 

Soon  after  his  difappointments  with  refped  to  tlie 
army,  his  inclination  led  him  to  vifit  this  ifland, 
where  he  afterwards  found  that  fovereign  good,  which 
he  had  been  vainly  purfuing  from  place  to  place. 
During  the  early  part  of  his  refidence  in  England, 
it  is  not  known  that  he  entertained  any  thought 
of  entering  into  holy  orders,  though  he  diligently 
profecuted  thofe  ftudies,  which  are  generally  regarded 
as  preparatory  to  fuch  a  fiep.  It  is  moft  probable, 
that  he  had  formed  no  defign  of  this  nature,  till 
about  the  fecond  year  of  his  continuance  at  Tern- 
Hall,  in  Shropfhire  j  when  he  became  acquainted  with 
the  power  of  true  religion,  and  experienced  that 
important  change  of  heart,  which  is  defcribed  in 
the  fecond  note.  Receiving,  at  that  time,  an  inefti- 
mable  talent  from  the  hand  of  God,  he  refolved, 
like  a  wife  and  faithful  fervant,  to  negledt  nothing 
that  might  conduce  to  the  due  improvement  of  it : 
and,  from  that  period,  it  became  his  grand  enquiry. 

What 
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What  Jhall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  the  bene' 
Jits  that  he  hath  done  unto  me?  No  fervice  appeared 
too  laborious  to  be  undertaken,  nor  any  facrifice  too 
valuable  to  be  offered,  in  return  for  the  fignal  fa- 
vors conferred  upon  him.  But  what  fervice  could 
he  render,  or  what  facrifice  could  he  offer,  that 
might  be  acceptable  to  the  God  who  had  done  io 
great  things  for  him  ?  The  holy  miniftry,  indeed, 
appeared  to  open  before  him  a  paffage  to  the  moft 
important  labors ;  and  an  entire  confecration  of  his 
united  powers  to  this  momentous  work,  he  con- 
fidered  as  the  richeft  oblation  he  could  make  to  the 
Father  of  mercies.  But  a  variety  of  fears,  refpedt- 
mg  his  own  unwortlijnefs,  prevented  him  from  im- 
mediately offering  this  facrifice,  or  haftily  entering 
upon  this  work.  He  trembled  at  the  idea  of  run- 
ning before  he  was  fent,  and  dreaded  engaging 
in  a  warfare  at  his  own  coft.  He  believed  hiraf 
felf  unfurniflied  for  the  duties  of  the  office,  to  which 
he  afpired.  And  though  he  confidered  the  inclina- 
tion of  his  heart  as  an  internal  call  to  the  fervice 
of  the  church,  yet  he  judged  it  neceffary  to  tarry 
till  that  call  fhould  be  confirmed,  if  not  by  fome 
providential  opening,  at  lead  by  the  approbation  of 
his  chriftian  friends.  The  latter  kind  of  confirma- 
tion was  readily  obtained.  A  difcovery  of  his  fen- 
timents  was  no  fooner  made,  but  many  honorable 
elders  in  the  houfehold  of  God,  who  had  difcern- 
ment  enough  to  diftinguilh  the  grace  that  was  in 
him,  and  how  admirably  he  was  fitted  for  the  work 
of  an  evangelift,    rejoiced   oyer    him    as   a    faithful 

laborer 
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Jaborer  already  hired  into  the  vineyard  of  Chrift. 
They  not  only  ratified  his  internal  call  to  the  lioly 
miniftry,  by  their  unanimous  approbation,  but  ear- 
neftly  folicited  him  to  obey  that  call  without  any 
further  delay.  Mean-while,  the  word  of  the  Lord 
was  as  a  fire  in  his  bones,  ever  ftruggling  for  vent, 
and  not  unfrequently  breaking  forth,  as  occafion 
offered,  in  public  reproof,  exhortation,  and  prayer. 

In  this  ftate  he  continued  for  about  the  fpace  of 
two  years,  not  wholly  determined  what  courfe  he 
fhould  purfue,  but  patiently  waiting  to  hear  what 
the  Lord  God  would  fay  concerning  him.  And 
during  this  feafon,  he  was  much  occupied  in  mak- 
ing a  diligent  preparation  for  the  fervice  of  the  altar, 
that,  if  ever  he  fhould  be  called  to  fo  honorable 
an  employment,  he  might  go  forth  throughly  fur- 
niftied  to  every  good  work.  The  chief  objects  of 
his  purfuit  were  facred  knowledge  and  chrijilan  purity^ 
in  both  of  which  he  made  an  uncommon  profi- 
ciency, furpaffing  many  who  had  ftudled  for  that 
knowledge,  and  ftruggled  for  that  purity,  through 
the  greater  part  of  their  life.  By  his  private  exer- 
cifes  he  was  fitted  for  public  labors,  and  by  the 
holy  difcipline,  to  which  he  fubmitted  himfelf  without 
any  referve,  he  was  trained  to  fpiritual  eminence  in 
the  fchool  of  Chrift.  To  thofe  who  perfe£lly  knew 
him  in  this  ftate  of  retirement,  he  appeared  as  a 
polijhed  Jbaft^  hid  indeed  for  a  feafon  in  the  quiver 
of  his  Lord,  yet  ready  for  immediate  fervice,  and 
prepared  to  fly  in  any  appointed  direction , 

He 
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He  was  not  without  promifes  of  preferment  in 
the  church:  but  thefe  ferved  rather  to  retard,  than 
to  haften,  his  entrance  into  it.  Having  a  facrifice 
to  perform,  and  not  a  fortune  to  fecure,  he  was 
fearful  left  his  intention  fliould  be  debafed  by  views 
of  an  interefted  nature.  At  length,  his  humble  re- 
ludance  was  overcome,  and,  after  the  moft  mature 
deliberation,  he  folemnly  determined  to  offer  himfelf 
a  candidate  for  holy  orders.  And  to  this  folemn 
determination  he  was  urged  by  the  increafing  force 
of  two  powerful  motives,  gratitude  and  betievolence  : 
gratitude  to  GoD  impelled  him  to  declare  the  name 
of  his  great  benefador,  and  bear  public  teftimony 
to  the  word  of  his  grace ;  while  benevolence  toward 
his  fellow  men  incited  him  to  fpend  and  be  /pent  in 
promoting  their  beft  interefts.  Conftrained  by  thefc 
rare  and  facred  motives,  he  publicly  dedicated  him- 
felf to  the  work  of  the  holy  miniftry  in  the  year 
1757,  when  he  received  deacon's  orders  on  Sunday 
March  the  fixth,  from  the  hands  of  the  bifhop  of 
Hereford,  and  prieft's  orders  on  the  following  Sun- 
day, from  the  hands  of  the  bilhop  of  Bangor,  in 
the  chapel  royal  at  St.  James's. 


TRAIT 
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TRAIT       V. 

His  entire  devotion  to  Jefits   Chijl. 

JL  HE  true  chrlftian,  called  to  become  a 
difciple  of  the  blefied  Jefus,  rather  than  rc- 
fufe  the  offered  privilege,  renounces  his  all. 
If  this  token  of  devotion  to  Chrift  is  difcemi- 
ble  in  the  charader  of  every  true  chriftian,  it 
is  ftill  more  confpicuous  in  the  charader  of 
every  true  minifter.  Such  a  perfon,  inwardly 
called  by  the  grace  of  God  to  a  ftate  of  dif- 
ciplefhip  with  Chrift,  and  outwardly  confecrated 
to  fuch  a  ftate  by  the  impofition  of  hands, 
gives  himfelf  unrefervedly  up  to  the  fervice  of 
his  condefcending  mafter.  He  withftands  no 
longer  that  permanent  command  of  our  exalted 
Lord,  to  which  his  firft  difciples  fliewed  fo 
cheerful  a  fubmiflion,  Follow  me.  Nor  is  he 
difcouraged,  while  Chrift  continues ;  If  any 
man  will  come  after  me^  let  him  deny  himfelf 
take  up  his  crofs.,  and  follow  me  (a).  No  man 
having  put  his  hand  to  the  plough,  and  looking 
back,  is  fit  for  the  kingdom  of  God  (b).  He 
that  loveth  father  or  mother,  fon  or  daughter,  more 
than  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me.     He  that  findeth 

his 
(a)  Matt.  xvi.  24.  (b)  Luke  ix,  62. 
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his  life  jhall  lofe  it :  and  he  that  lofeth  his  life, 
for  my  fake,  fhall  find  it  (c).  If  there  be 

found  any  paftor,  who  cannot  adopt  the  folemn 
appeal  of  the  firft  minifters  of  Chrlft,  Lo,  we 
have  left  all,  and  followed  1'hee  (d)  •,  that  man 
is  in  no  fituation  to  copy  the  example  of  his 
forerunners  in  the  chriftian  church,  and  is 
altogether  unworthy  the  charadler  he  bears : 
fince,  without  this  detachment  from  the  world, 
and  this  devotion  to  the  Son  of  God,  he  flat- 
ters himfelf  in  vain,  that  he  is  either  a  true 
minlfter,  or  a  real  member,  of  Jefus  Chrifl. 

Obferve  the  declaration  of  one,  whofe  at- 
tachment to  his  divine  mafter  deferves  to  be 
had  in  everlafting  remembrance  :  Thofe  things 
which  were  gain  to  me,  I  counted  lofs  for  Chrifl, 
Yea,  doubtlefs,  and  I  count  all  things  hut  lofs, 
for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrifl  Jefus 
my  Lord ;  for  whom  I  have  fuffered  the  lofs  of 
all  things,  and  do  count  them  hut  dung,  that  I 
may  win  Chrifl,  and  he  found  in  him,  having  the 
righteoufnefs  which  is  of  God  hy  faith  (e).  For 
none  of  us,  true  chriftians  or  true  minifters,  liv- 
eth  to  himfelf,  or  dieth  to  himfelf:  but  whether 
we  live,  we  live  unto  the  Lord-,  and  whether 
we  die,  we  die  unto  the  Lord  (f ). 

Profeffing 
(c)  Matt.  X.  37—39.  (d)  Luke  xviii.  z8, 

(e)  Phil.  iii.  7,  8,  9.  (f )  Rom.  xiv.  7,  S. 
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Profefllng  to  be,  either  a  minifler,  or  a 
believer,  of  the  Gofpel,  without  this  entire 
devotion  to  Jefus  Chrift,  is  to  live  in  a  ftate 
of  the  moft  dangerous  hypocrify :  it  is  neither 
more  nor  lefs,  than  faying.  Lord !  Lord  !  with- 
out having  a  firm  refolution  to  do,  what  our 
gracious  mafler  has  commanded. 


NOTE      V. 


Di 


'EVOTION  to  Chrift,  though  it  be  ftriaiy  en- 
joined by  the  church,  is  rarely  difcernible  in  the 
condu£t  of  her  members.  As  the  majority  of  Chrif- 
tians  are  fatisfied  with  a  fuperficial  knowledge  of 
the  Redeemer,  fo  their  devotion  to  him  is  purely 
of  a  profefTional  nature.  Their  attachment  to  Chrift 
may  difpofe  them  to  fome  few  external  marks  of 
refpe£l  toward  Him,  but  is  infufficient  to  produce 
in  them  any  fingle  aft  of  genuine  obedience,  or 
felf-denial.  They  reverence  his  name,  while  they 
reje£t  his  authority ;  and  acknowledge  Him  as  a 
Saviour,  while  they  refufe  to  follow  him  as  a  guide. 
In  all  thefe  rcfpecls  it  was  totally  otherwife  with  the 
man,  wbofe  character  is  here  faintly  delineated.  His 
devotion  to  Chrift  was  fmcere  and  unreferved,  firft 
as  a  private  chriftian,  and  afterwards  as  a  minifter  of 
the  Gofpel.  As  a  private  chriftian  he  was  a  ftrict 
and  conftant  follower  of  the  bleffed  Jefus,  renoun- 
cing for  his  fake  all  the  tranfient  gratifications  of 
time  and  fenfe.  Whatever  he  had  formerly  admired 
Vol.  I.  F  and 
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and  purfued,  he  voluntarily  laid  at  the  feet  of  his 
Lord.  Thofe  requifitions  of  Chrift  which  are  gene- 
•ralJy  looked  upon  as  Arid  in  the  extreme,  he  fub- 
mitted  to  without  a  munnur;  cutting  off  the  righ't 
hand^  plucking  out  the  right  eysy  and  calling  away 
whatever  might  prove  offenfive  to  his  fpotlefs  maf- 
ter,  with  all  the  determination  of  a  deep-rooted 
attachment.  He  caft  afide  every  weight,  he  refifted 
every  fin,  and  neglected  nothing,  that  might  prove 
either  the  fincerity  of  his  zeal,  or  the  fervor  of  his 
love.  He  dedicated  his  time,  his  ftudies,  his  ac- 
quifitions,  and  his  fubftance  to  the  fervice  of  his 
Lord ;  and  defired  to  prefent  him,  at  once,  with  his 
whole  being,  as  a  living  facrifice,  expreffive  of  his 
entire  devotion.  As  a  minifter  of  the  Gofpel,  his 
devotion  to  Chrift  was  expreffed,  if  poffible,  in  a 
ftill  more  abfolute  manner.  He  entered  more  uni- 
verfally  into  his  fervice,  and  manifefted  a  greater 
degree  of  zeal  for  the  honor  of  his  name.  He 
imitated  his  perfedlions  in  a  more  unlimited  fenfe, 
and  interefted  himfelf  more  deeply  in  the  extenfion 
of  his  kingdom  upon  earth.  His  renunciation  of 
the  world  became  more  complete,  and  his  felf-denial 
more  ftridt.  He  aded  with  greater  refolution,  and 
fuffered  with  greater  firmnefs,  in  the  caufe  of  chrif- 
tianity.  His  devotion  to  Chrift  was  now  carried  to 
a  higher  pitch,  than  moft  chriftians  are  willing  to 
believe  attainable  in  the  prefent  life.  He  had  no 
intereft  to  ferve,  no  inclination  to  gratify,  nor  any 
CQnne(Stion  to  maintain,  but  fuch  as  evidently  flowed 
from,  or  was  entirely  conformable  to,  the  nature  of 

his 
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his  union  with  the  holy  Jefus.  Wherever  he  came, 
he  breathed  the  fpirit  of  devotion ;  and  wherever 
he  was  familiarly  known,  the  purity,  the  fervor,  the 
refolution,  and  the  conflancy  of  that  devotion,  were 
univerfally  apparent.  He  daily  felt  and  afted  in  con- 
formity to  the  powerful  obligations,  by  which  he 
was  bound  to  the  Captain  of  his  falvation.  His 
vows  of  inviolable  affeftion  and  fidelity  were  folemnly 
renewed,  as  occafion  offered,  both  in  public  and  in 
private:  and  it  was  wonderful  to  obferve,  through 
all  the  viciflitudes  of  his  chriftian  warfare,  how  per- 
fect a  harmony  was  maintained  between  his  in- 
clinations and  his  engagements,  his  habits  and  his 
profeflion.  It  would  be  very  eafy  to  expatiate  largely 
under  this  head,  though  very  difficult  to  give  a  de- 
fcription,  in  any  tolerable  degree,  adequate  to  the 
fubje<51:.  Inftead  of  prefenting  the  reader  with  feveral 
pages  upon  the  point  now  before  us,  it  Ihall  fuffice 
to  fay,  that  this  venerable  man's  entire  devotion  to 
Jefus  Chrift,  as  a  minifter  of  the  Gofpel,  was  va- 
rioufly  expreflcd  in  much  patience^  in  affiiSiions,  in 
necejfities^  in  dijhejjes^  in  labors^  in  watchings,  in  fajl' 
ings^  by  purenefs^  by  knowledge,  by  long-fuffering^  by 
kindnefsy  by  the  Holy  Ghoji^  by  love  unfeigned,  by  the 
word  of  truth,  by  the  power  of  God,  by  the  armour 
of  righteoufnefs  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left,  by 
honor  and  dijhonor,   by    evil  report  and  good  report* 
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TRAIT     VI. 

His  Jlrength  and  his  arms. 

X  H  E  minifters  of  the  prefent  age  are  fur- 
nifhed  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  their  defign. 
As  they  are  more  defirous  to  fleafe,  than  to 
convert  their  hearers,  fo  they  are  peculiarly 
anxious  to  embellifh  the  inventions  of  a  fe- 
ducing  imagination.  They  are  continually  feek- 
ing  after  the  beauty  of  metaphors,  the  bril- 
liancy of  antithefes,  the  delicacy  of  defcription, 
the  juft  arrangements  of  words,  the  aptnefs  of 
gefture,  the  modulations  of  voice,  and  every 
other  ftudied  ornament  of  artificial  eloquence. 
While  the  true  minifter,  effedually  convinced 
of  the  excellence  of  the  Gofpd,  relies  alone, 
for  the  efFed  of  his  public  miniftry,  upon  the 
force  of  truth,  and  the  afliftance  of  his  divine 
mafter. 

Obferve  the  manner  in  which  St.  Paul  ex- 
prefies  himfelf  upon  this  fubjedl ;  We  having 
the  fame  fpirit  of  faith,  according  as  it  is  writ- 
ten, I  believed,  and  therefore  have  I  fpoken-,  we 
dfo  believe,   and  therefore  fpeak   (a).      And   I, 

brethren, 

(a)  2  Cor.  iv.   13. 
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breihen^  came  not  with  excellency  of  fp seek,  or  of 
wifdoin,  declaring  unto  you  the  tejlimony  of  God: 
for  I  determined  not  to  know  any  thing  among 
you,  fave  Jefus  Chrifi^  and  him  crucified.  And 
my  fpeech  and  my  preaching  was  not  with  enticing 
words  of  man's  wifdom,  hut  in  demonfiration  of 
the  Spirit,  and  of  power :  that  your  faith  fjjould 
not  Jland  in  the  wifdom  of  men,  hut  in  the  power 
of  God  (b).  For  the  weapons  of  our  warfare  are 
not  carnal,  but  mighty,  through  God,  to  the  pulling 
down  of  firong  holds:  cafiing  down  imaginations, 
and  every  high  thing  that  exalt eth  itfelf  againfi 
the  knowledge  of  God,  and  bringing  into  captivity 
every  thought  to  the  obedience  of  Chrifi  (c). 

The  true  minifter,  following  the  example  of 
St.  Paul,  after  having  experienced  the  power 
of  thefe  victorious  arms,  exhorts  every  foldier 
of  Chrift  to  provide  himfelf  with  the  fame 
fpiritual  weapons.  Finally,  my  brethren,  be  pong 
in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his  might.  Put 
on  the  whole  armour  of  God,  that  ye  may  be  able 
to  Jland.  For  we  wrejlle  not  merely  againfi  fiefJi 
and  blood,  but  againfi  principalities,  againfi  pow- 
ers, againfi  the  rulers  of  the  darknefs  of  this  world, 
againfi  fpiritual  wickednefs  in  high  places.  Where^ 
fore  take  unto  you  the  whole  armour  of  God,  that 

^  3  ye 

(b)  I  Cor.  ii.  1—5.  (c)  ^  Cor.  x.  4,  5. 
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ye  may  he  able  to  withjiand  in  the  evil  day^  and 
having  done  all,  to  Jland.  Stand,  therefore,  hav- 
ing your  loins  girt  about  with  truth,  having  on 
the  hreafl'plate  of  right eoufnefs,  and  your  feet 
fhod  with  the  preparation  of  the  Gofpel  of  peace: 
above  all,  taking  the  Jiiield  of  faith,  wherewith 
ye  Jhall  he  able  to  quench  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the 
wicked.  And  take  the  helmet  of  falvation,  and 
the  fword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  word  of 
God.  And,  that  you  may  perform  heroical 
fervice  with  thefe  arms,  pray  always,  with  all 
prayer  and  fupflication  in  the  fpirit  (d). 


•<\; 


So  long  as  the  faithful  minifter,  or  fervantj 
of  Chrift,  wears  and  wields  thefe  fcriptural 
arms,  he  will  be  truly  invincible.  But  no  man 
can  gird  himfelf  with  thefe  invifible  weapons, 
except  lie  he  born  of  the  Spirit-,  nor  can  any 
chriftian  foldier  employ  them  to  good  purpofe, 
unlefs  he  be  firfl:  endued  with  all  that  divine 
power,  which  flows  from' the  love  of  God.  and 
man :  he  muft  feel,  at  leaft,  fome  fparks  of 
that  fire  of  charity,  which  warmed  the  bofom 
of  St.  Paul,  when  he  cried  out — Wheth£r  we. 
he  hefiae  ourfelves,  it  is  to  Cod :  or  whether  we 
be  fiber,  it  is  for  your  caufe.  For  the  love  of 
Chrifi,   and  of  fouls,  conjiraineih  us  (e). 

"  From 

(d)  Eph.  vi.  lo-  5>^.  ((-)  2  Cor.  v.  13,  14. 
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"  From  the  time,  that  the  eyes  of  St.  Paul 
"  were  opened  to  a  perception  of  the  Gof- 
"  pel,"  fays  Monf.  Romilly,  paftor  of  a  church 
in  Geneva,  "  we  find  him  no  longer  the  fame 
"  perfon.  He  is  another  man,  he  is  a  new 
"  creature,  who  thinks  no  more  but  on  Gof- 
"  pel  truths,  who  hears  nothing,  who  breathes 
"  nothing  but  the  Gofpel  -,  who  fpeaks  on  no 
"  other  fubjedl,  who  attends  to  no  other  thing 
"  but  the  voice  of  the  Gofpel  -,  who  defires 
"  all  the  world  to  attend  with  him  to  the 
*'  fame  voice,  and  wifhes  to  communicate  his 
"  tranfports  to  all  mankind.  From  this  hap- 
"  py  period,  neither  the  prejudices  of  flefh 
"  and  blood,  neither  refped  to  man,  nor  the 
"  fear  of  death,  nor  any  other  confederation 
"  is  able  to  withftand  him  in  his  courfe.  He 
*'  moves  on,  with  ferenity,  in  a  path  fown 
"  thick  with  reproaches  and  pain.  What  has 
"  he  to  fear  ?  He  defpifes  the  maxims  of  the 
"  world,  nay  the  world  itfelfj  its  hatred  as 
"  well  as  its  favor,  its  joys  as  well  as  its  for- 
"  rows,  its  meannefs  as  well  as  its  pomp. 
"  Time  is  no  longer  an  obje(5l  with  him,  nor 
"  is  his  economy  regulated  by  it.  He  is  fupe- 
"  rior  to  every  thing  ;  he  is  immortal.  Though 
*'  the  univerfe  arms  itfelf  againft  him,  though 
*'  hell  opens  its  abyffes,  though  afHidion  af- 
F  4  "  faults 
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"  faults  him  on  every  fide,  he  {lands  im- 
"  moveable  in  every  ftorm,  looking  with  con- 
"  tempt  upon  death,  confcious  that  he  can 
"  never  die,  Superior  to  all  his  enemies,  he 
"  refifts  their  united  attempts  with  the  arms 
"  of  the  Gofpel,  oppofing  to  time  and  hell, 
"  eternity  and  heaven." 


NOTE      VI. 


H 


E,  who  engages  himfelf  to  fight  the  battles  of 
the  Lord,  has  need  of  uncommon  ftrength  and  ir- 
refiftible  arms  ;  and  if  he  be  deftitute  of  the  one 
or  the  other,  he  vainly  expeds  to  fland  in  the 
evil  day.  The  chrifxian  warrior  is  expofed  to  a  vaft 
variety  of  dangers,  and  befet  with  innumerable 
enemies.  His  whole  life  is  one  continued  fcene  of 
warfare,  in  which  he  wrefiles  fometimes  with  vifibic, 
and  at  other  times  with  invifible  adverfaries.  For 
the  labors  of  this  facred  warfare,  no  man  ever  ef- 
teemed  himfelf  lefs  fufficient  than  M.  de  la  Flechere. 
He  ever  confidered  himfelf  as  the  weakeft  of  Chrift's 
adherents,  and  unworthy  to  follow  his  glorious  ftan- 
dard.  But  while  he  boafied  no  inherent  ftrength, 
and  was  ready  to  occupy  the  meaneft  poft,  he  was 
regarded  by  his  brethren,  as  a  man  pecuharly  y?r(j/2^ 
in  the  Lord^  and  in  the  pozvcr  of  his  might.  United 
to  Chrift,  as  the  branch  is  united  to  the  vine,  he 
was  conftantly  deriving  abundant  fupplies  of  vigor 
from  the  fountain-head  of  power.     And  as  the  fource 

of 
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of  his  flrength  was  inexhauftible,  fo  its  operations 
were  various  and  incefTant.  Now  it  was  engaged  in 
fubduing  fin ;  and  now,  in  laboring  after  that  hoU- 
nefsy  without  vjbich  no  man  Jhall  fee  the  Lord:  there 
it  infpired  the  courage  of  the  mighty,  and  here  it 
fuftained  the  burdens  of  the  weak :  at  one  time,  it 
was  difcovered  by  refolution  and  zeal ;  at  another, 
by  refignation  and  fortitude  :  by  the  former,  this 
man  of  God  was  enabled  to  grapple  with  his  ftrong- 
eft  enemy ;  by  the  latter,  he  was  taught  to  endure 
hardnefs,  as  a  good  foldier  of  Jefus  Chrifl.  His  arms 
were  equal  to  his  firength,  and  ferved  to  make  him 
truly  invincible  in  tlie  caufe  of  godlinefs.  From 
his  firft  admiflion  into  the  true  church  militant,  he 
was  fully  perfuaded,  that  armour  forged  by  the  art 
of  man  muft  needs  be  infufficient,  either  for  con- 
queft  or  fecurity,  in  a  fpiritual  warfare.  He  faw  it 
abfolutely  necefiary  to  be  furniflied  with  weapons  of 
celeflial  temper,  and  was  altogether  diflatisfied  with 
his  ftate,  till  he  had  put  on  the  whole  armour  of 
God,  He  now  appeared  in  the  complete  chriftian 
uniform,  with  a  determined  refolution  never  to  put 
it  off,  till  his  lafl:  confli6l  fliould  be  decided.  From 
the  helmet  of  falvation  to,  the  fandals  of  peace,  all 
was  entire,  and  perfectly  fitted  to  his  fpiritual  frame. 
No  mortal  part  was  left  unguarded,  nor  was  any 
Joint  of  his  harncfs  fo  loofe,  as  to  admit  a  thruft 
from  the  enemy.  No  part  of  his  facred  panoply 
appeared  uncouth  or  cumberfome,  no  part  of  his 
carriage  conftrained  or  unnatural :  he  appeared  in 
arms,    as   in   his    proper   drefs,    and    not   as   David, 

when 
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when  he  ankyed  to  go  forth  in  the  armour  of  Saul. 
On  no  occalion  was  he  ever  known   to  afFedt  any 
thing  like  fpiritual  pomp;  yet,  on  every  occafion,  there 
was  a  dignity  of  character  in  his  deportment,   that 
raifed    the   veneration   of  every   beholder.      As   the 
heroes  of  antiquity  were  diftiiiguifhed  from  warriors 
of  an  inferior  order  by  the  fplendcr  of  their  arms, 
fo  by   the  uncommon   luflre  of  his  graces,   he  was 
diftinguifhed   as  a   chieftain   in  the  chriftian   bands. 
Nor  was  he  remarkable  merely   for  the  worth  and 
beauty  of   his    arms,    but    principally  for    the   im- 
portant conquefts   he  obtained  by  them   over  error 
and  impiety.     Not  to  mention  here  the  fuccefs  of 
his  internal  conflias  with  fin  and   felf,   which  have 
been  already  alluded  to,   there  are   not  wanting,  at 
this  day,  in  the  parifh  and  vicinity  of  Madeley,  many 
indifputable  proofs,   that  the  weapons  of  his  warfare 
werje  mighty^  through  God^  to  the  pulling  down  offlrong 
holds.      He  attacked  fm,   in   public   and   in   private, 
under  all  its  wonderful  variety  of  appearances ;  and 
never  quitted  the  charge,  till  he  had  either  fubdued 
or  put  it   to  fhame.      Unawed   either    by   numbers, 
or  by  power,  he  was   fuperior  to  all   the   oppofition 
that  could   be   raifed   againft   him ;    and  it   may   be 
confidently    afTerted,    that   no   man   was   able  to  fland 
before  him^  all  the  days  of  his   life.       I'hat  he  had 
enemies,   who  were   never   fubdued,   will   readily  be 
granted:   but  that  any  of  thofe  enemies  were  hardy 
enough    openly  to  encounter  him,   is  abfolutely  de- 
nied.    The   defpifers  of  religion   confidered   him  as 
a  man  of  an  undaunted  fpirit  in  the  caufe  of  God; 

and 
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and  the  moft  daring  among  them,  at  the  whifper 
of  his  approach,  would  feek  the  neareft  fhelter  to 
fcreen  themfelves  from  his  deferved  rebuke. 

The  weapon,  by  which  he  was  enabled  to  per- 
form the  moft  memorable  of  his  public  fervices,  was 
that  facred  word,  which  is  emphatically  called,  77;^? 
fivord  of  the  Spirit,  In  the  exercife  of  this  two-edged 
inftrument  he  was  expert  beyond  defcription,  turn- 
ing it  every  way  for  the  defence  of  the  Gofpel,  and 
the  overthrow  of  its  oppofers.  With  this  he  cut 
in  pieces  all  the  fnares  of  the  wicked,  and  with  this 
he  ftruck  at  the  deepeft  root  of  fm.  With  this  he 
divided  afunder  foul  and  fpirit,  joints  and  marrow : 
and  wherever  he  aimed  the  determined  blow,  it  was 
impoffible  for  all  the  addrefs  of  the  finner  efFeclually 
to  ward  it  off.  Upon  this  he  chiefly  depended  for 
the  fuccefs  of  his  miniftry,  as  the  only  weapon,  by 
which  he  could  ever  hope  to  penetrate  through  the 
prejudices  of  his  people,  and  fubdue  their  averfion 
to  the  glorious  Gofpel.  While  others  are  anxious  to 
charm  their  hearers  with  "tiie  fludied  ornaments  of 
artificial  eloquence,"  his  firft  care  was,  in  fimpli- 
city  and  godly  fmcerity,  to  declare  the  truth,  as  it 
is  in  Jefus.  Had  he  aimed  at  celebrity  as  a  public 
fpeaker,  furniflied  as  he  was  with  all  the  united  powers 
of  learning,  genius,  and  tafte,  he  might  have  fuc- 
ceeded  beyond  many,  who  are  engaged  in  fo  infig- 
nificant  a  purfuit.  But  his  defign  was  to  convert^ 
and  not  to  captivate^  iiis  hearers;  to  fecure  their 
eternal  interefts,   and  not  to  obtain  their  momentary 

applaufe. 
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applaufe.  Hence,  his  fpeech  and  his  preaching  was 
not  with  enticing  zvords  of  mar's  zviflom^  but  in  de- 
monjlration  of  the  Spirit^  and  of  poiver.  He  i]3ake, 
as  in  the  prefence  of  God,  and  taught,  as  one  having 
divine  authority.  There  was  an  energy  in  his  preach- 
ing, that  was  irrefiftible.  His  fubje6ls,  his  language, 
his  geftures,  the  tone  of  his  voice,  and  the  turn  of 
his  countenance,  all  confpired  to  fix  the  attention 
and  afFe6l  the  hearl:.  Without  aiming  at  fubUmity, 
he  was  truly  fublime,  and  uncommonly  eloquent, 
without  aflfeding  the  orator.  He  was  wondroufly 
fkilled  in  adapting  himfelf  to  the  different  capacities 
and  conditions  of  his  hearers.  He  could  ftoop  to 
the  illiterate,  and  rife  with  the  learned;  he  had  in- 
controvertible arguments  for  the  fceptic,  and  power- 
ful perfuafives  for  the  liftlefs  believer;  he  had  fharp 
remonflrance  for  the  obftinate,  and  ftrong  confo- 
lation  for  the  mourner :  and,  like  a  fcribe  throughly 
infti'udled  unto  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  he  brought 
forth  out  of  his  treafures  things  new  and  oldy  as  oc- 
cafion  required.  To  hear  him  without  admiration, 
was  impoffiblc ;  without  profit,  improbable.  The 
unthinking  went  from  his  prefence  under  the  influ- 
ence of  ferious  impreffions,  and  the  obdurate  with  kin- 
dled relentings.  Many  an  unfufpeding  trifler  has  he 
enclofed  in  the  Gofpel  net,  and  many  a  happy  captive 
has  he  led,  in  the  courfe  of  his  public  miniftry,  frotn 
darknef  to  light ^  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  to  God. 
I  fhall  here  tranfcribe  a  (hort  palTage  from  a  letter 
addrefled  to  the  tranflator  of  thefe  volumes,  by  one 
of  the  author's  efieemed  friends.     "  I  would  rather 

have 


"  have  heard,"  fays  the  writer,  "  one  fermon  from 
*'  M.  de  la  Hechere,  viva  voce,  than  read  a  volume 
"  of  his  works.  His  words  were  clothed  with  power, 
"  and  entered  with  efTecl.  His  writings  are  arrayed 
"  in  all  the  garb  of  human  literature.  But  his  liv- 
"  ing  word  foared  an  eagle's  flight  above  humanity, 
"  He  bafked  in  the  fun,  carried  his  young  ones 
"  on  his  wings,  and  feized  the  prey  for  his  mafter. 
*'-  In  fhort,  his  preaching  was  apcjiolic,  while  his 
"  writings,  though  enlightened,  are   but  human.''' 

That  he  was  a  fuccefsful  preacher  of  the  Gofpel, 
in  his  own,  as  well  as  in  this  country,  the  follow- 
ing little  relation  may  ferve  as  a  fufficient  proof. 
On  his  firft  vifit  to  Switzerland,  after  entering  into 
holy  orders,  he  was  waited  upon  by  the  clergy  at 
Nyon,  who  fcverally  preflcd  him  to  honour  their 
pulpits  during  his  ilay  at  that  place.  On  tlie  mor- 
row of  his  arrival,  being  the  fabbath  day,  he  ad- 
drefled  his  countrymen  in  an  admirable  difcourfe, 
the  refult  of  much  prayer  and  meditation.  The 
fubjecl  matter  of  this  fermon,  and  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  delivered,  were  equally  ftriking.  The 
clearnefs  and  pathos,  with  which  he  expreffed  him- 
felf  upon  this  occafion,  attraded  the  attention  of  all, 
and  filled  many  with  a  ferious  concern  for  the  faith 
once  delivered  to  the  faints,  Deifls  themfelves  likened 
with  admiration  ;  while  the  multitude  appeared,  as 
though  they  faw  and  heard  fomething  more  than 
man — To  adopt  the  French  idea,  he  carried  off  the 
whole  audience.     During  his  continuance  at  Nyon, 

he 
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he  preached  in  different  churches ;  and  wherever  he 
was  announced,  multitudes  flocked  from  all  quarters 
to  attend  him.     The  reputation  of  his  great  abili- 
ties drew  together  perfons  of  every  defcription  j  and 
it   was   truly   refrefhing,   fays  an  intimate  friend  of 
M.  de  la  Flechere,  who  was  prefent  upon  thefe  oc- 
■  cafions,  to  behold  the  powerful  effe£ts  of  the  Gof- 
pel  among  thofe,  who,  before  that  time,  had  feldom 
or  ever  heard   it   proclaimed  in   its  purity.      Many 
defpifers  of  revelation  were  overawed  and  confounded  ; 
many  formal  profeflbrs  were  touched  with  the  power 
of  true  religion ;    and   many  carelefs  lovers  of  plea- 
fure  were  imprelTed  with  a  folema   fenfe  of  eternal 
things.     One  young  man,  in  particular,  was  fo  deeply 
affeded  by  the  difcourfes  of  this  powerful  preacher, 
that   he  immediately   refolved   to   confecrate   himfelf 
to  the  fervice  of  God,    in   the  work   of  the  holy 
miniflry.     Accordingly  he  betook  himfelf  from  that 
time  to   ftudles   of  a  facred  nature,   and  is   at  this 
day    minifter   of    the    proteftant    church   at    Lyons. 
Among  others,  a  good  old  minifler,  who  was  more 
than  feventy  years  of  age,   heard  him   gladly  j  and 
earneftly  intreated  him  to  lengthen  out  his   vifit  at 
Nyon,   though   it  fhould  be   but   for  a  fmgle  week 
beyond  the  time  propofed  for  his  departure.    He  urged 
his  requeft  with  much  importunity :   and   when  he 
found  that  his  defire  could  not  conveniently  be  com- 
plied with,  the  old  man  wept,   and   turning   to   M. 
de  la  Flechere's  fellow-travelkr,  affedingly  exclaimed, 
"  O  Sir,  how  unfortunate  for  this  country ;  during 
"  my  day  it  has  produced  but  one  angel  of  a  man, 

«<  and 
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"  and  it  is  our  lot  to  be  deprived  of  him!"  The 
benefit  of  his  public  labors  in  this  place  was  fig- 
nificantly  attefted,  by  the  numerous  applications  he 
received  in  private,  for  religious  inftruction.  And 
the  grateful  fenfe  his  countrymen  entertained  of  thofe 
labors  was  fully  cxprefTed,  in  their  affeaionate  con- 
cern  at  his  departure  from  among  them.  Weepin-r 
multitudes  crowded  round  his  carriage,  anxious  to 
receive  a  laft  word  or  look:  and  not  a  few  followed 
hjs  chariot  wheels  above  two  miles  from  the  town, 
before  they  had  refolution  to  tear  themfelves  entirely 
away  from  the   company  of  this  venerable  man. 

For  Nyon  to  be  deprived  of  the  miniftry  of  this 
illuftrious  divine  was  truly  unfortunate :  but  it  was 
equally  happy  for  that  favored  village,  which  was 
appointed  to  be  the  fcene  of  his  exemplary  labors. 
There  h\s  Jirength  and  his  arms  were  chiefly  exer- 
cifed,  and  there  his  moft  important  viaories  over 
fin  were  obtained.  There  his  name  will  loner  con 
tinue  to  be  had  in  honor:  and  from  thence" many 
a  goodly  jewel  will  be  colle^ed,  to  form  for  hirn 
a  crown  of  rejoicing,  in  the  day  of  the   Lord. 


TRAIT 
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T  RAIT       VII. 

His  power  to  bind^   to  loofe^  and  to  blefs^    in  the 
name  of  the  Lord. 

1.  H  E  armour  of  God,  dercribed  In  the  pre- 
ceding article,  Is  common  to  all  chriftians :  but 
the  true  minifter  is  girded  with  weapons  of  a 
peculiar  temper.  As  a  chriftian,  his  fword  is 
the  iJi'ord  of  God  in  general  -,  but,  as  a  minifter. 
It  is  efpecially  thofe  parts  of  the  Gofpel,  by  which 
he  is  inverted  with  authority  to  preach  the  ivord 
of  God,  and  to  perform  the  fundions  of  an  am- 
baffador  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Go,  faid  our  bleffed 
mailer  to  his  firft  difciples,  and  preach  the  Gofpel 
to  every  creature.  He  that  helieveth  my  dodrine 
fhall  be  faved:  but  he  that  believe th  not,  floall  be 
damned  (a).  All  power  is  given  unto  me  in  Heaven 
and  in  earth.  Go  ye,  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations, 
baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of 
the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghofl  -,  teaching  them  to 
obferve  all  things,  is^hatfoever  1  have  commanded 
you.  And  lo,  I  am  with  you  alwgy,  even  unto 
the  end  of  the  world  (b).  Verily,  verily^  I  fay  unto 
you,  he  that  receiveth  whomfoever  I  fend,  receiveth 

7ne  ; 

(a)  Mark  xvl.  15,   1 6.  (b)  Matt,  xxviii.  18—20. 
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/,}ie  i  and  he  that  receivcth  me,  receiveth  Him  that 
fent  me(c).  Verily  I  fay  unto  you^  whatfoever  ye 
Jliall  bind  on  earthy  fliall  be  bound  in  Heaven  \  and 
whatfoever  ye  JJiall  loofe  on  earthy  according  to  the 
fpirit  of  my  Gofpel,  fhall  be  loafed  in  Heaven  (d). 

Behold,  from  whence  the  minlfters  of  Chrift 
have  authority  to  abfolve  true  penitents,  and  to 
excommunicate  obftinate  finn^rs.  An  authority, 
which  fome  have  called  the  power  of  the  clergy ; 
a  power,  which  unrighteous  paftors  fo  much 
abufe,  and  which  the  faithful  never  prefume  to 
exercife,  but  with  the  utmoft  folemnity:  a 
power,  which,  neverthelefs,  belongs  to  them  of 
divine  right,  and  which  can  be  denied  them  with 
no  more  reafon,  than  they  can  refufe  the  facra- 
mental  cup  to  the  people.  Such,  at  leaft,  is 
the  judgment  of  many  excellent  and  learned 
divines,  among  whom  may  be  reckoned  Monf. 
Oftervald,  and  Monf.  Roques.  It  may  how- 
ever be  enquired,  with  propriety,  in  this  place- 
Can  ecclefiaftics  be  juftified  in  ftill  making  ufe 
of  their  authority  in  thefe  refpeds,  unlefs  they 
do  it  with  prudence  and  impartiality  ?  And 
would  it  not  become  them  to  exercife  the  ec- 
clefiaftic  difcipline,  in  an  efpecial  manner,  upon 
unworthy  paftors,  following  the  maxim  of  St. 
Vol.  I.  G  Peter; 

(c)  John  xiii.  20.  (d)  Matt,  xviii.  18. 
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Peter  •,    The  time  is  come^  that  judgment  mujt  begin 
at  the  houfe  of  God  (e)  ? 

Inverted  with  the  authority,  which  Chrift  has 
conferred  upon  him,  the  true  minifter  is  pre- 
pared to  denounce  the  juft  judgments  of  God 
againft  obftinate  finners,  to  confole  the  dejedled, 
and  to  proclaim  the  promifes  of  the  Gofpel 
to  every  fmcere  behever,  with  an  energy  un- 
known to  the  worldly  paftor,  and  with  a  power, 
which  is  accompanied  by  the  feal  of  the  living 
God.  Thus,  when  fuch  a  minifter  clearly  dif- 
cerns  the  profound  malice  of  another  Elymas^ 
he  is  permitted  to  fay,  with  the  authority  of 
an  ambaffador  of  Jefus  Chrift ;  0  full  of  all 
fubtilty^  and  all  mifchief  thou  child  of  the  Devil, 
thou  enemy  of  all  right eoufnefs,  wilt  thou  not  ceafe 
to  -pervert  the  right  ways  of  the  Lord?  Behold  I 
the  hand  of  the  Lord  fiall  be  upon  thee{^.  But 
the  true  minifter  is  careful  never  to  abufe 
this  awful  power.  We  can  do  nothing,  fays  St, 
Paul,  againft  the  truth,  but  for  the  truth:  I  write 
thefe  things  being  abfent,  lejl,  being  prefent,  IJfiould 
ufe  fliarpnefs,  according  to  the  power  which  the 
Lord  hath  given  me  to  edification,  and  not  to 
defiruSlion  (g).     The  denunciation  of  vengeance 


(e)  1  Pet.  Iv.  17.  (f )  Ads  xiii.  lo,  !  i, 

(g)  2  Cor.  xiii.  S,  10. 
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IS  to  the  minifter  of  Chrifl,  what  the  execu- 
tion of  judgment  is  to  the  God  of  love,  his 
painful    and  Jlrange  work. 

The  good  paftor,    confcious  that  the  minif- 
tration  of  mercy  exceeds  in  glory  the  miniftra- 
tion   of  condemnation,    places   his  chief  glory 
and  pleafure  in  fpreading  abroad  the  bleffings 
of  the  new  covenant.     He  knows,  that  the  pro- 
mifes   are  yea^    and    amen,    in  that    beneficent 
Redeemer,    who  gave  the  following  charge  to 
his  firft    miffionaries :     Into  wliatfoever  houfe  ye 
enter)  firfi  fay^    Peace  be  to  this  houfe.     And  if 
the  fon  of  -peace  he  there ^  your  -peace  fhall  refi  upon 
him:    if  not  ^   it  fJiall  turn  to  you  again  {h).     The 
wifhes  and  prayers  of  a  minifter,  who  ads  and 
fpeaks  in  conformity  to  the  intent  of  this  benign 
charge,  really  communicate  the  peace  and  bene- 
didion   of  his    gracious   mafter  to  thofe,    who 
are  meet    for   their  reception :    and,    according 
to  the  degree   of  his   faith,    he   can  write   to 
the  faithful  of  dlftant  churches,   with  the  con- 
fidence of  St.  Paul  —  I  am  perfuaded  that  when 
I  come  unto  you^    I  fJiall  come  in  the  fulnefs  of 
the  bleffing  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrijl  (i).     Whenever 
he  falutes    his   brethren,    his   pen   or  his   lips 
become  the  channel  of  thofe  evangelical  wifhes, 
G    2  which 

(h)  Luke  X.  5,  6.  (i)  Rom.  xv.  29. 
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which  flow  from  his  heart :  Grace  be  unto  you^ 
and  peace,  from  God  our  Father,  and  from  the 
Lord  Jefiu  Chrifl  (k).  The  grace  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrifl,  and  the  love  of  God,  and  the  com- 
munion of  the  Holy  Ghofi  be  with  you  all  (l). 
Thus,  the  true  minifter  approves  himfelf  a 
member  of  the  royal  priefthood,  a  prieft  of  the 
moft  High,  after  the  order  of  Melchifedec,  who 
blefled  the  Patriarch  Abraham  :  or,  rather,  a 
miniftring  fervant  of  the  Son  of  God,  who 
was  manifefted  in  the  flefh,  that  in  him  all 
the  families  of  the  earth  might  be  bleffed. 

Great  God  !  grant  that  the  whole  company 
of  chriftian  paftors  may  be  men  after  thine 
own  heart.  Leaving  to  the  ignorant  thofe  com- 
pliments, which  a  flavifti  dependance  has  in- 
vented, may  thy  minifters  perpetually  carry 
about  them  the  love,  the  gravity,  and  the  apof- 
toiic  authority,  which  belong  to  their  facred 
charader.  May  all  the  benedidions,  which 
thou  haft  commiflioned  them  to  pronounce, 
caufe  them  ftill  to  be  received,  in  every  place, 
as  angels  of  God  (m).  Far  from  being  defpifed 
as  hypocrites,  fhunned  as  troublefome  guefts, 
or  feared  as  men  of  a  covetous  and  tyrannical 
difpofition,  may  that  moment  always  be  efteemed 

a  happy 
(k)Phil,i.  2.     (1)  2  Cor.  xiii.  14.     (m)  Gal.  iv.  14. 
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a  happy  one,  in  which  they  enter  any  man's  ha- 
bitation: and  whenever  they  make  their  appear- 
ance upon  thefe  charitable  occafions,  may  thofe 
who  compofe  the  family,  each  feeking  to  give  the 
iirfl:  falute,  cry  out, — How  beautiful  are  the  feet 
of  them,  that  preach  the  G  off  el  of  peace  (m)  / 

The  power  of  pronouncing  exhortations  and 
hleffings,  is  not  the  exclufive  privilege  of  paf- 
tors,  but  belongs  to  all  experienced  believers. 
The  Patriarchs  had  a  right  to  blefs  their  child- 
ren j  and  Jacob  blefled,  not  only  his  fons  and 
grandfons,  but  alfo,  the  king  of  Egypt  him- 
felf.  If  the  followers  of  Chrift,  then,  are  de- 
prived of  this  confohtory  power,  the  children 
of  ancient  Ifrael  were  more  highly  privileged 
than  the  members  of  the  chriftian  church,  who 
are  called,  neverthelefs,  to  receive  more  pre- 
cious benedidlions,  and  to  be,  as  our  Lord 
expreffes  it,  the  fait  of  the  earth,  and  the  light 
of  the  ivorld.  When  St.  Paul  writes  to  believ- 
ers :  Deftre  fpiritual  gifts  \  hut  rather  that  ye 
may  prophefy :  for  he  that  prophefieth,  fpeaketh 
unto  men  to  edification,  and  exhortation,  and  com- 
fort (o)  :  he  doubtlefs  excites  them  to  afk  of 
God  that  overfiovv^ing  charity,  and  that  patri- 
archal authority,  without  which  it  is  impoflible 
G  3  for 

(n)  Rom.  X.  15.  {0)1  Cor.  xLv.  i  —  3. 
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for  them  fully  to  comply  with  the  following 
apoftolic  injunftion — Blefs^  and  curfe  not\  know- 
hig  that  ye  are  thereunto  called^  that  ye  /Iiould 
inherit  a  hkjfing — and,  without  a  high  degree 
of  which,  they  cannot  fincerely  obey  thofe  dif- 
tinguilhed  precepts  of  our  blefled  Lord — Love 
your  enemies,  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you,  and 
pray  for  them,  which  defpitefully  uj'e  you  and 
ferfecute  you  (p). 


NOTE    VII. 


M 


DE  la  Flechere,  like  the  good  paftor  above 
defcribed,  was  accuftomed  to  place  his  chief  glory 
and  pleafure  in  fpreading  abroad  the  benedicxicn..  of 
the  Gofpel.  He  confidered  the  xriimftrarion  cf  r.ie/cy 
as  abundantly  more  glorious  than  the  miniaratiou  of 
condemnation,  and  v/as  difpofed  to  magnify  it  as 
fuch  upon  all  occaQons.  Experiencing  in  his  own 
heart  the  ineftimable  efieds  of  mercy,  he  was  anxi- 
ous that  all  men  fhould  be  partakers  of  his  joy : 
and  whenever  he  was  engaged  in  pointing  out  the 
fource  of  that  mercy,  its  nature,  its  defign,  or  the 
different  degrees  of  its  manifeflation,  he  was  then 
engaged  in  an  employment  peculiarly  fuited,  both 
to  his  inclination,  and  his  ftate.  Thefe  were  fub- 
jedls,  upon  which  he  delighted  to  dwell,  and  upon 
which  he  had  aflonifliing  things  to  offer.  His 

difpofition 

(p)  Rom.  xii.  ;4.     x  Pet.  iii.  g.     Matt   v.  44. 
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difpofition   to  uniyerfal  benevolence  was  confpicuous 
through    the    whole    of   his    fpiritual    progrefs,    but 
efpecially   in   the   latter  years  of  his   life,    when  his 
heart    was    as    a  vefTcl    running  over    with   chriftian 
charity.     As  the  holy  ointment  ran  down  from  the 
head  of  Aaron  to  the  very  Jkiru  of  his  clothing  j   fo 
the   charity   of  this    exemplary   paitor   defcended    to, 
and  embraced,  the  very  leaft  and  loweft  of  the  human 
race.       Wherever    the   fmalleft   religious    defire  was 
exprefled,    he   pronounced   a   blefling    upon  it ;    and 
wherever  the  Vv'cakefl  endeavor  after  fpiritual  attain- 
ments  was   difcoverable,    he   encouraged   it    v.'ith   his 
congratulations,  and   flrengthened  it  with  his  prayers: 
nay,  wherever  impiety   oppofed  him   under  its   moft 
malignant  appearances,  he  met  it  with  mingled  com - 
miferation   and   hope.      Like   a   faithful   imitator   of 
the  blefled  Jefus,  he  'came  preaching  peace,  and  breath- 
ing the   moft  undiffembled   good-will   to   all   around 
him.      Like   his   beneficent  mafter,    he   went   about 
either  doing,  or  feeking  to  do  good^  in  every  poflible 
way :   and  wherever  he  came,  he  appeared  like  fome 
fuperior  being,  whofe  fole  employment  was  to  benefit 
and  blefs  the  children  of  men.    In  thofe  houfes  where 
the  fons  and  daughters  of  peace   were  found,  he  was 
welcomed  as  a  meflenger  of  the  moft  joyful  tidings, 
and  honored  as  an  ambaftador  of  Jefus  Chrift.     Thefe 
happy   families   fubmitted   with  joy   to   his   paternal 
authority,  and  confidered  his  paftoral  vifits  as  an  in- 
valuable privilege.     They  looked   upon  their  houfes 
as  confecrated  by  his  prayers,  and  received  his  bene- 
didtions  with  reverence  and  gratitude. 

G  4  That 
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That  the  prayers  and  benedl6tions  of  this  venera- 
ble minifter  were  of  real  importance,  no  reafonable 
doubt  can  be  entertained ;  fince  the  apoAle  James 
has  exprefsly  declared,  that  the  effe^ual^  fervent  prayer 
of  a  righteous  man  availeth  much.  In  how  many  in- 
ftances  his  fervent  prayer  has  proved  effe5fual^  cannot 
poflibly  be  determined,  on  this  fide  the  grave  :  but 
there  is  one  inftance  of  a  public  nature,  in  which 
this  has  evidently  appeared  to  be  the  cafe,  and  which, 
from  the  time  of  his  deceafe,  has  excited  the  admi- 
ration and  tliankfulnefs  of  his  lurviving  friends.  The 
inftance  here  alluded  to,  is  the  unexpeded  continu- 
ance of  a  powerful  and  well  direcled  miniflry  in  the 
parifh  of  Madeley.  Upon  the  fudden  removal  of 
this  great  man,  from  the  labors  of  his  ftation  to 
the  enjoyment  of  his  reward,  nothing  was  more  im- 
probable, tlian  that  he  fhould  be  fucceeded  in  that 
flation  by  a  perfon  qualified,  in  any  degree,  to  tread 
in  his  fleps.  His  people  began  to  look  forward  with 
a  melancholy  apprehenfion,  that  the  place,  which  had 
been  fo  highly  favored,  with  refpecSl  to  religious  cul- 
ture, would  fliortly  be  deprived  of  its  beauty,  and, 
perhaps,  be  laid  utterly  v^afte.  Their  lamented  paftor 
might  have  been  fucceeded  by  fome  perfon  devoted 
to  interefl,  to  indolence,  or  pleafure ;  and  it  was  for 
fome  time  more  than  probable  that  it  would  be  fo. 
But,  by  a  concurrence  of  wonderful  providences,  a 
man  was  appointed  to  that  important  charge,  whofe 
unfeigned  piety  and  minifierial  abilities  rnarked  him 
cut,  as  the  only  fuitable  fucccfibr  to  fo   eminent  a 

fcrvant 
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fervant  of  God.  This  was  acknowledged  at  the 
time,  by  every  attentive  obferver,  to  be  the  Lord's 
doing.  And,  at  this  day,  while  the  inhabitants  of 
Madeley  behold  the  labors  of  the  deceafed  carried 
on  with  fidelity  and  fuccefs,  they  recolle£l  the  ar- 
dent prayers  he  was  accuftomed  to  offer,  and  the. 
confidence  he  fometimes  exprefled,  that  God  would 
afluredly  provide  a  fupply  for  the  fpiritual  wants  of 
his  people,  whenever  a  period  fiiould  be  put  to  his 
public  miniilry  among  them. 

While  I  bear  teftimony,  in  this  not€,  to  the 
patriarchal  authority  of  M.  de  la  Flechere,  in  pro- 
nouncing bleffings  upon  his  fpiritual  fons  and  daugh- 
ters, 1  recollect,  with  thankfulnefs,  that  his  benedic- 
tions and  prayers  will  follow  me  through  life.  That 
thofe  benediclions  and  prayers  will  open  me  a  way 
to  unexpe<Sied  mercies,  I  prefume  not  to  fay:  but 
I  trull  thc7  will  never  ceafe  to  ail  upon  me  as 
a  powerful  flimulus,  exciting  me  to  walk  worthy 
of  that  friendfhip  and  regard,  with  which  I  was  fo 
undefervedly  honored  by  this  holy  man. 


TRAIT 
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TRAIT      VIII. 

The   earneftnefs  "^ith    which   he  began,   and  con-- 
tinued  to  fill  iip^    the  duties  of  his  vocation. 

•  JL  H  E  true  penitent,  having  renounced  him- 
felf  for  the  honor  of  following  his  exalted  Lord, 
ftands  faithfully  in  his  own  vocation,  whether 
it  be  {ecular  or  ccclefiaftic.  He  is  prepared, 
upon  all  occafions,  to  perform  the  will  of  his 
gracious  ■  mafter :  and  if  he  is  commiflioned  to 
ad  as  a  minifter  of  Chrift,  after  furnifhing 
himfelf  with  the  whole  armour  of  God,  he  will  ex- 
pofe  himfelf,  without  fear,  to  the  moft  threat- 
ening dangers,  that  he  may  compel  finners  to 
come  in  to  the  marriage- fupper  of  the  Lamb. 
/  rejoice,  faith  St.  Paul,  in  my  fufferings  for  the 
body  of  Chrifi:,  which  is  the  church,  whereof  I 
am  made  a  minifier,  according  to  the  difpenfation 
of  God,  which  is  given  to  me  for  you,  to  fulfil 
the  word  of  God-,  even  the  myfiery,  which  hath 
been  hid  from  ages,  but  which  is  now  made  mani- 
fefi  to  his  faints  :  to  whom  God  would  make  known, 
what  is  the  riches  of  the  glory  of  this  myfiery 
among  the  gentiles,  which  is  Chrifi  in  you,  the 
hope  of  glory :  whom  we  preach,  warning  every 
man,  and  teaching  every  man  in  all  wifdom,  that 
we  may  prefent  every  man  perfect  in  Chrifi  Jefus ; 

whereunto 
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whereunto  I  alfo  labor,  Jlriving  according  to  his 
working.,  which  worketh  in  me  mightily.  For  I 
would  that  ye  knew  what  great  confli^  I  have  for 
you,  and  for  all  thofe  among  whom  the  word 
of  God  Is  preached,  that  their  hearts  might  be 
comforted,  being  knit  together  in  love,  and  unto 
all  riches  of  the  full  affurance  of  underjianding,  to 
the  acknowledgment  of  tlie  myfiery  of  God,  and  of 
the  Father,  and  of  Chrifi  j  in  whom  are  hid  all 
the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge  (a). 

Such  are  the  great  Ideas,  which  the  apof- 
tle  Paul  entertained  of  the  miniftry  he  had  re- 
ceived :  and  obferve  the  affidulty,  with  which  he 
dlfcharged  the  duties  of  fo  Important  an  office 
^^Te  know,  fays  he,  fpeaking  to  the  paftors 
to  whom  he  commltLed  the  care  of  one  of 
his  flocks,  from  the  firfi  day,  that  I  came  into 
Afia,  after  what  manner  I  have  been  with  you. 
at  all  feajcns,  ferving  the  Lord  with  all  humility 
of  mind,  and  with,  many  tears  and  temptations : 
and  how  I  kept  back  nothing  that  was  profitable 
unto  you,  but  have  fhewed  you,  and  have  taught  you 
publicly,  and  from  houfe  to  houfe,  tejlifying,  both 
to  the  jews  and  alfo  to  the  greeks,  repentance  to- 
ward God,  and  faith  toward  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifi. 
Wherefore  I  take  you  to  record  this  day,  that  I 

am 
(a)  Col.  i.  24—29.    ii.  I,  2,  3. 
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<?w  pure  from  ihe  blood  of  all  men,  For  I  have  not 
Jhunned  to  declare  unto  you  all  tke  counfel  of  God. 
'Take  heed  therefore  unto  yourfelvcs  ;  for  I  knoiv 
this^  that  after  my  departing  fhall  grievous  wolves^ 
unfaithful  paftors,  enter  in  among  you,  not  fparing 
the  flock.  Therefore  watchy  and  remember^  that 
by  the  fpace  of  three  years  I  ceafed  not  to  warn 
every  one  night  and  day  iviih  tears  (b).  In 

every  place  he  difcharged  the  obligations  of  a 
minifter  with  the  fame  application  and  zeal, 
travelling  from  city  to  city,  and  from  church 
to  church,  bearing  teftimony  to  the  redemption 
that  is  in  Jefus^  and  declaring  the  great  truths 
of  the  Gofpcl.  When  the  fynagogues  were 
fhut  againft  him,  he  preached  in  the  fchools 
of  philofophers,  upon  the  fea-fhore,  on  (hip- 
board,  and  even  in  prifons  :  and  while  he  dwelt 
a  prifoner  in  his  own  houfe  at  Rome,  he 
received  all  that  came  in  unto  him,  to  whom  he 
expounded  and  teflified  the  Kingdom  of  God,  per- 
fuading  them  concerning  Jefus,  both  out  of  the 
Law  of  Mofesy  and  out  of  the  Prophets,  from 
morning  till  evening  (c). 

Thus  the  Son  of  God  himfelf  once  publicly 
labored  for  the  converfion  of  finners,  fometimes 
going  through  all  Galilee,  teaching  in  their  fyna- 
gogues, 
(b)  Aas  XX-.  18—31.  (c)  Aas  xxviii.  23. 
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gogues^  and  preaching  the  Go/pel  (d)  ;  and  at 
other  times  inftruding  the  multitudes,  who 
cither  followed  him  into  the  fields,  or  re- 
forted  to  the  houfe  where  he  lodged  :  for  there 
were  many  coming  and  goings  and  they  had  no 
leifure  fo  much  as  to  eat  (e).  And  when,  through 
the  pleafure  of  bringing  the  Samaritans  ac- 
quainted with  fpiritual  truth,  he  difregarded 
the  necefTities  of  nature,  his  difciples,  requeft- 
ing  him  to  partake  of  the  food  they  had  pre- 
pared, received   from  him  this  memorable  an- 

fwer  :   /  have  meat  to  eat  that  ye  know  not  of 

my  meat  is  to  do  the  will  of  him  that  fent  me^ 
and  to  finijh  his  work^  viz.  the  glorious  work 
of  enhghtening  and  faving  fmners  (f ). 

Thus  St.  Paul  was  diligently  and  daily  oc- 
cupied in  fulfilling  the  duties  of  his  apoftolic 
vocation-,  and  thus  every  minifter  of  the  Gof- 
pel  is  called  to  labor  in  his  appointed  fphere. 
It  remains  to  be  known,  whether  all  who  do 
not  labor,  according  to  their  ability,  are  not 
condemned  by  the  following  general  rule ;  // 
any  will  not  work^  neither  fliould  he  eat  (g). 
For  thefe  words  fignify,  applied  to  the  pre- 
fent    cafe,    that   they    who    will   not   labor   as 

payors, 

(d)  Matt.  vi.  31.  (e)  Marie  vi.  31. 

(0  John  iv.  31,  34.  (g)  2  ThefT.  iii.  jo. 
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paftors,  ihould  by  no  means  be  permitted  to 
eat  the  bread  of  paftors  -,  an  evangelical  pre- 
cept this,  which  deferves  the  ftridteft  attention, 
as  the  bread  of"  paftors  is,  in  fome  fort,  facred 
bread,  fmce  it  is  that  which  the  piety  of  the 
public  has  fet  apart  for  the  fupport  of  thofe, 
who  have  abandoned  every  worldly  purfuit, 
that  they  might  dedicate  themfelves  freely  and 
fully  to  the  fervice  of  the  church. 

NOTE      VIII. 

J.  T  was  not  immediately  upon  his  entering  into 
holy  orders,  that  M.  de  la  Flechere  was  appointed 
ftatedly  to  labor  in  any  particular  place.  As  he  ftill 
continued  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Hill,  he  was  but 
occafionally  called  to  exercife  the  miniftry  he  had 
received.  But,  wherever  he  was  invited  to  fpeak  in 
the  name  of  his  mafter,  he  effectually  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  from  the  generality  of  minifters,  by  the  earneft- 
nefs  and  zeal,  v.ith  which  he  delivered  his  meffage. 
Whatever  his  hand  found  to  do,  in  any  part  of  the 
facred  vineyard,  it  may  truly  be  faid,  that  he  did  it 
with  al/  his  might :  and  there  is  much  reafon  to 
believe,  that  even  thefe  occafional  labors  were  not 
;«  vain  in  the  Lord.  It  was  about  three  years  after 
his  ordination,  that  he  was  prefented  to  the  living 
of  Madeley,  where  he  had  officiated  for  fome  time 
previous  to  this  appointment.     As  Madeley  was  the 

place 
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place  of  his  choice,  fo  it  was  a  phce  to  which, 
by  his  rare  endowments,  he  was  peculiarly  adapted, 
and  for  the  reformation  of  which  he  appears  to  have 
been  eminently  appointed,  by  the  providence  of  God, 
Celebrated  for  the  extenfive  works  carried  on  within 
its  limits,  Madeley  was  remarkable  for  little  elfe,  than 
the  ignorance  and  profanencfs  of  its  inhabitants, 
among  whom  refpect  to  man  was  as  rarely  to  be 
obferved  as  piety  toward  God.  Jn  this  benighted 
place  the  fabbath  was  openly  profaned,  and  the  moft 
holy  things  contemptuoufly  trampled  under  foot;  even 
the  reftraints  of  decency  were  violently  broken  through, 
and  the  external  form  of  religion  held  up  as  a  fub- 
jedl  of  ridicule.  This  general  defcription  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Madeley  mufl  not,  however,  be  indif- 
criminately  applied  to  every  individual  among  them: 
exceptions  there  were  to  this  prevailing  charader, 
but  they  were  comparatively  few  indeed.  Such  was 
the  place,  where  M.  de  la  Flechere  was  called  to 
ftand  forth,  as  a  preacher  of  righteoufnefs,  and  in 
which  he  appeared,  for  the  fpace  of  five  and  twenty 
years,  as  a  burning  and   Ihining  light. 

Immediately  upon  his  fettling  in  this  populous 
village,  he  entered  upon  .the  duties  of  his  vocation 
with  an  extraordinary  degree  of  earneftnefs  and  zeal. 
He  faw  the  difficulties  of  his  fituation,  and  the 
reproaches  to  which  he  fhould  be  expofed,  by  a  con- 
fcientious  difcharge  of  the  paftoral  office:  bur,  per- 
fuaded  of  the  importance  of  his  charge,  and  con- 
cerned 
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cerned  for  the  welfare  of  his  people,  he  fet  his  face 
like  a  flint  againft  the  perfecuting  rage  of  his  ene- 
mies.    As  a  fteward  of  the  manifold  grace  of  God, 
he  faithfully  difpenfed  the  word   of    life,   according 
as  every   man   had  need ;    inftructing  the  ignorant, 
reafoning  with  gainfayers,  exhorting  the  immoral,  and 
rebuking  the  obflinate.      Inflant  in  feafon   and  out 
of  feafon,   he  diligently  performed  the   work  of  an 
evangelift,   and  loll:  no   opportunity  of  declaring  the 
truths  of  the  Gofpel.     Not  content  with  difcharging 
the  ftated  duties  of  the  fabbath,  he  counted  that  day  as 
loft,  in  which  he  was  not  actually  employed  in  the 
fervice  of  the  church.     As  often  as  a  fmall  congre- 
gation  could  be  colleded,   which  was  ufually  every 
evening,  he  joyfully  proclaimed  to  them  the  accept- 
able year  of  the  Lord,  whether  it  were  in  the  place 
fet  apart  for  public  worfliip,  in  a  private  houfe,  or 
in    the    open    air.       And    on    thefe   occafions,    the 
affedionate   and   fervent   manner   in    which  he  ad- 
dreffed  his   hearers,    was  an  afFecling  proof  of  the 
intereft  he  took  in  their  fpiritual  concerns.     As  the 
varying    circumftances    of  his    people    required,    he 
aflumed  a  different  appearance  among  them:  at  one 
feafon  he  would  open  his  mouth  in  blefTmgs ;  and, 
at  another,   he   would   appear,    like   his   Lord   amid 
the  buyers  and    fellers,    with   the   lalli  of  righteous 
feverity  in  his  hand.     But,  in  whatever  way  he  cxer- 
cifed    his   miniftry,    it  was   evident   that   his  labors 
were   influenced   by   love,    and   tended   immediately, 
either  to  the  extirpation  of  fin,   or  the  increafe  of 
hdlinefs.     Nor  was  he  lefs  attentive  to   the  private 

duties 
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duties  of  his  flation,  than  to  public  exhortation  and 
prayer.  Like  a  vigilant  paftor,  he  daily  acquainted 
himfelf  with  the  wants  and  difpofitions  of  his  peo- 
ple, anxioufly  watching  over  their  feveral  houfeholds, 
and  diligently  teaching  them  from  family  to  family. 
Kfteeming  no  man  too  mean,  too  ignorant,  or  too 
profane,  to  merit  his  afFedionate  attention,  he  con- 
defcended  to  the  loweft  and  mofl:  unworthy  of  his 
flock,  cheerfully  becoming  the  fervant  of  all,  that 
he  might  gain  the  ?nore.  In  the  performance  of  this 
part  of  his  duty,  he  difcovered  an  admirable  mixture 
of  difcretion  and  zeal,  folemnity  and  fweetnefs.  He  re- 
buked not  an  elder,  but  intreated  him  as  a  father ;  to 
younger  men  he  addrefled  himfelf  with  the  aifecSlion 
of  a  brother,  and  to  children  with  the  tendernefs 
of  a  parent  ;  witneffing  both  to  fmall  and  great  the 
redemption  that  is  in  Jefus,  and  perfuading  them 
to  cafi:  in  their  lot  with  the  people  of  God.  In 
fome  of  thefe  holy  vifits  the  earneft  and  conflrain- 
ing  manner,  in  which  he  has  pleaded  the  caufe  of 
piety,  has  meked  down  a  whole  family  at  once ; 
the  old  and  the  young  have  mingled  their  tears 
together,  and  folemnly  determined  to  return  right 
humbly  to  their  God.  There  were,  indeed,  feveral 
families  within  his  populous  parifli,  to  which  he  had 
no  accefs,  whofe  members,  loving  darknefs  rather 
than  hght,  agreed  to  deny  him  admiffion,  left  their 
deeds  (liouid  be  reproved.  In  fuch  cafes,  where  his 
zeal  for  the  falvation  of  individuals  could  not  pof- 
fibly  be  manifefted  by  perfuafion  and  intreaty,  it 
was  effectually  difcovered  by  fupplication  and  prayer: 
Vol.  I.  H  nor 
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nor  did  he  ever  pafs  the  door  of  an  oppofmg  fa- 
mily, without  breathing  out  an  earneft  defire,   that 
the  door   of  mercy   might   never   be   barred  againft 
their  approaches.       With  refpeil   to   his   attendance 
upon  the  fick,   he   was  exemplary  and  indefatigable. 
Anxious   upon  every  fuitable  occalion  to  treat   with 
his  parifhioners  on  fubjeds   of  a   facred  nature,   he 
"was  peculiarly  folicitous  to  confer  with  them,  when 
verging  toward   the   borders   of  eternity.      At  fuch 
feafons,  when  earthly  obje6i:s  lofe  their  charms,  and 
the    mind    is    naturally   difpofed   to    look    for    fup- 
port  from   fome  other   quarter,    he  cheerfully  came 
in  to  improve  the  providential   vifitation,    either  by 
falutary  advice,    or    feafonable    confolation.      Thefs 
were    valuable   opportunities,    which   nothing    could 
prevail   upon   him  to  negle6V,   fully  convinced,   that 
the  dilates  of  truth  are  never  more  likely  to  make 
a  due  impreflion   upon   the   heart,   than  when   they 
are  delivered   in  the  anti  ciiamber  of   death.      His 
treatment  of  the  dying  was  always  regulated  by  their 
peculiar  circumftances,  and  his   fidelity   toward  them 
was  fweetly  tempered  with  compafTioa.     If  the  de- 
parting  foul   was   prepared  for   the   promifes   of  the 
Gofpel,    he    thankfully    adminiftered    them    with    a 
lavifh  hand:    if  otherwife,    he   was  importunate   in 
prayer,  that  the   mercy   of  God    might   be   magni- 
fied upon  his  languifhing  creature,   though  it  ihould 
be   as    at   the  eleventh  hour.      As  he   never  vifited 
the    chambers   of  the   dying,    but   in    the    fpirit  of 
earnefl  fupplication,  fo  he  feldom  quitted  them,  with- 
put  feme  degree  of  confolatory  hope.     There  is  ftill 

an  other 
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another  part  of  his  duty,  in  the  difcharge  of  which 
he  difcovered  unufual  earneftnefs  and  activity.  It 
was  a  common  thing  in  his  parifli  for  young  per- 
fons  of  both  fexes  to  meet,  at  fliated  times,  for  the 
purpofe  of,  what  is  called,  recreation ;  and  this  re- 
creation ufually  continued  from  evening  to  morning, 
confifting  chiefly  in  dancing,  revelling,  drunkennefs, 
and  obfcenity.  Thefe  licentious  aflemblies  he  con- 
fidered  as  a  difgrace  to  the  chriftian  name,  and  de- 
termined to  exert  his  minifterial  authority  for  their 
total  fuppreflion.  He  has  frequently  burft  in  upon 
thefe  diforderly  companies  with  a  holy  indignation, 
making  war  upon  Satan  in  places  peculiarly  appro- 
priated to  his  fervice.  Nor  was  his  labor  altogether 
in  vain,  among  thefe  children  of  diflipation  and  folly. 
After  ftanding  the  firft  (hock  of  their  rudenefs  and 
brutality,  his  exhortations  have  been  generally  re- 
ceived with  filent  fubmiffion,  and  have  fometimes 
produced  a  partial,  if  not  an  entire  reformation  in 
many,  who  were  accuftomed  to  frequent  thefe  aflem- 
blies. With  one  of  thefe  perfons  I  am  perfedlly 
acquainted,  who,  having  treated  this  venerable  paf- 
tor  with  ridicule  and  abufe,  in  one  of  thefe  riotous 
aflemblies,  was  fliortly  afterwards  conflrained  to  caft 
himfelf  at  his  feet  and  folicit  his  prayers.  This 
man  is  now  fleadily  walking  in  the  fear  of  God, 
with  a  thankful  remembrance  of  the  extraordinary 
manner  in  which  he  was  plucked,  as  a  brand  from 
the  burning. 

Thefe,   and  every   other    duty   of    his   facred   vo- 
cation,    among    which    I     might    have    particularly 
H  2  noticed 
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noticed  the  public  and  private  inftruclion  of  children, 
were  performed,  by  this  apoftolic  minifter,  with  an 
carneftnefs  and  zeal,  of  wiiich  this  note  can  con- 
vey but  a  very  imperfect  idea.  Never  weary  of 
well-doing,  he  counted  it  his  greatefl  privilege  to 
Jpend  and  be  /pent  in  minillring  to  the  church,  which 
he  conftantly  honored  as  the  body  of  Chrijl^  and  in 
the  fervice  of  which  he  facrificed  his  flrength,  his 
hfe. 


T  R  A  n^ 


THE    PORTRAIT    OF    ST.    PAUL.  lOl 

TRAIT       IX. 

27/(?  manner  in  which  he  divided  his  time  between 
prayer^  preaching,  and  thankfgiving. 


T, 


H  E  minifter  of  the  prefent  age  is  but 
feldom  engaged  in  publifhing  to  his  people  the 
truths  of  the  Gofpel ;  and  ftill  more  rarely  in 
fupplicating  for  them  the  poflefTion  of  thofe 
bleffings,  which  the  Gofpel  propofes.  It  is 
chiefly  before  men,  that  he  lifts  up  his  hands, 
and  aflf'efts  to  pour  out  a  prayer  from  the  ful- 
nefs  of  his  heart :  while  the  true  minifter  di- 
vides his  time  between  the  two  important  and 
refreftiing  occupations  of  preaching  and  prayer; 
by  the  former,  making  a  public  offer  of  divine 
grace  to  his  hearers,  and  by  the  latter,  fo» 
liciting  for  them,  in  fecret,  the  experience  of 
that  grace.  Such  was  the  manner  of  the  blefled 
Jefus  himfelf,  who,  after  having  reproved  his 
difciples  for  the  low  degree  of  their  faith,  re- 
tired either  into  gardens,  or  upon  mountains, 
praying  that  their  faith  might  7iot  fail.  The 
good  paftor,  "who  conftantly  imitates  the  ex- 
ample of  his  divine  m.after,  is  prepared  to 
adopt  the  following  language  of  St.  Paul,  in 
H  3  addrefli ng 
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addreiling  the  flock,  upon  which  he  is  imme- 
diately appointed  to  attend :  For  this  cattfe  I 
bow  my  knees  unto  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jcfus 
Chrijl,  of  whom  the  whole  family  in  Heaven  and 
earth  is  namedy  that  he  would  grant  you,  accord- 
ing to  the  riches  of  his  glory,  to  be  flrengthened 
with  might  by  his  fpirit  in  the  inner  man  j  that 
Chrijl  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith ;  that 
ye  being  rooted  and  grounded  in  love,  may  be  filled 
with  all  the  fulnefs  of  God  (a).  ,  And  this  I  pray, 
that  your  love  may  abound  yet  more  and  more  in 
knowledge,  and  in  all  judgment ;  that  ye  may  ap- 
prove things  that  are  excellent ;  that  ye  may  be 
fincere  and  without  offence  till  the  day  of  Chrifi; 
being  filled  with  the  fruits  of  right eoufnefs,  which 
are  by  Jefus  Chrijl,  unto  the  glory  and  praife  of 
God  (b).  By  prayers  like  thefe,  the  apoftle 
Paul  was  accuftomed  to  water,  without  ceaf- 
ing,  the  heavenly  feed,  which  he  had  fo  widely 
fcattered  through  the  vineyard  of  his  Lord ; 
manifefting  an  increafing  attachment  to  thofe, 
among  whom  he  had  at  any  time  publifhed 
the  tidings  of  falvation,  and  breathing  out,  in 
all  his  epiftles  to  diftant  churches,  the  moft 
earnefl:  defire,  that  God  would  fulfil  in  them 
all  the  good  pleafure  of  his  goodnefs,  and  the 
work   of  faith   with  power  -,    that   the  name   of 

the 
(a)  Eph.  iii.  14—19.  (b)  Phil.  i.  9 — 1 1. 
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the  Lord  Jefus  Chriji  might  be  glorified  in  them, 
and  they  in  him  (c). 

Paftors  who  pray  thus  for  their  flocks,  pray 
not  in  vain.  Their  fervent  petitions  are  heard: 
flnners  are  converted,  the  faithful  are  edified, 
and  thankfgiving  is  fhortly  joined  to  fupplica- 
tion.  Thus  the  fame  apoftle — /  thank  my  God 
always  on  your  behalf  for  the  grace  of  Go d^  which 
is  given  you  by  Jefus  ChriJI :  that  in  every  thing 
ye  are  enriched  by  him,  in  all  utterance,  and  in 
ell  knowledge.  So  that  ye  come  behind  in  no  gift, 
waiting  for  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl  (d). 
Having  heard  of  your  faith  in  the  Lord  Jefus, 
and  your  love  unto  all  the  faints,  I  ceafe  not  to 
give  thanks  for  you  (e). 

Worldly  minifters  have  no  experience  of  the 
holy  joy,  that  accompanies  thefe  fecret  facri- 
fices  of  praife  and  thankfgiving.  But  this  can 
by  no  means  be  confidered,  as  matter  of 
ailonifhment.  Is  their  attachment  to  Chrifl:  as 
fincere  as  that  of  his  faithful  minifters  ?  Are 
they  as  folicitous  for  the  falvation  of  their 
hearers?  Do  they  teach  and  preach  with  equal 
zeal  ?  Do  they  pray  with  the  fame  ardor  and 
perfeverance  ? 

(c)  2  ThefT.  i.  II,  12.  (d)  i  Cor.  i.  4—7. 

(e)  Eph.  1.  15,  16. 

H  4  NOTE 
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NOTE      IX. 

A  T  is  fufficiently  evident,  from  what  has  been 
already  advanced,  that  M.  de  la  Flechere  was  far 
more  abundant  in  his  public  labors,  than  the  greater 
part  of  his  companions  in  the  holy  miniftry.  Thefe 
pubiic  labors,  however,  -aftonifhing  as  they  were, 
bore  but  little  proportion  to  thofe  internal  exercifes 
of  prayer  and  fupplication,  to  which  he  was  wholly 
given  up  in  private.  The  former,  of  neceffity,  were 
frequently  difcontinued ;  but  the  latter  were  almofl: 
uninterruptedly  maintained,  from  hour  to  hour.  He 
lived  in  the  fpirit  of  prayer ;  and  whatever  em- 
ployments he  was  engaged  in,  this  fpirit  was  con- 
ftantly  manifefted  through  them  all.  Without  this, 
he  neither  formed  any  defign,  nor  entered  upon  any 
duty:  without  this,  he  neither  read,  nor  converfed: 
without  this,  he  neither  vifited,  nor  received  a  vifi- 
tant.  Before  I   was   of  fufficient   age   to   take 

holy  orders,  I  thankfully  embraced  the  offered 
privilege  of  fpending  a  few  months  beneath  the 
roof  of  this  exemplary  man,  to  whom  I  was  at 
that  time  an  entire  Granger :  and  I  well  rehiember 
how  folemn  an  impreffion  was  made  upon  my  heart, 
by  the  manner  in  which  he  received  me.  He  met 
me  at  his  door,  v^ith  a  look  of  inexpreffible  benig- 
nity ;  and  conducting  me  by  the  hand  into  his 
houfe,  intimated  a  defire  of  leading  me  immediately 
into  the  prefence  of  that  God,  to  whom  the  go- 
vernment 
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vernment  of  his  little  family  was  ultimately  fub- 
mitted.  Inflantly  he  fell  upon  his  knees,  and  poured 
out  an  earnefl:  prayer,  that  my  prcfent  vifit  might 
be  rendered  both  advantageous  and  comfortable,  that 
the  fecret  of  the  Lord  might  reft  upon  our  com- 
mon tabernacle,  and  that  our  fociety  might  be 
crowned  by  an  intimate  felbwfnip  with  that  pro- 
mifcd  Emmanaelj  in  whom  all  the  families  of  the 
earth  are  called  to  inherit  a  bicfiing.  This  may 
ferve  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  manner,  in  which  lie 
was  accuftomed    to  receive  his   guefls. 

In  his  focial  prayers  he  paid  but  litttle  attention 
to  thofe  rules,  which  have  been  laid  down,  with 
refpcifl  to  the  compofition  and  order  of  thefe  de- 
votional exercifes.  As  the  fpirit  gave  him  utterance, 
fo  he  made  his  requefts  known  unto  God.  But,  while 
he  prayed  with  the  Spirit^  he  prayed  with  the  under- 
Jlanding  alfo.  His  words  flowed  fpontaneoufly  and 
without  any  premeditation,  yet  always  wonderfully 
adapted  to  the  occafion.  Nothing  impertinent,  arti- 
ficial, or  fuperfluous,  appeared  in  his  addrcfles  to 
the  Deity :  and  while  he  prcfented  thofe  addrefles, 
there  was  a  folemnity  and  animation  in  his  manner, 
which  tended  not  only  to  edify,  but  to  quicken  and 
exalt  the  f-nl.  There  have  been  fcafons  of  fup- 
plication,  in  wliich  he  appeared  to  be  carried  out 
far  beyond  the  ordinary  limits  of  devotion ;  when, 
like  his  Lord  upon  the  mount,  while  he  has  con- 
tinued to  pour  out  his  mighty  prayer,  the  f.ijlnon 
of  his  cov.v.tenance  has  been  changed^  and  his  face  has 

appeared 
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appeared  as  tlie  face  of  an  angel.  None,  except 
thofe  who  have  frequently  joined  with  him  in  this 
enHvening  duty,  can  have  any  jufi:  conception  of  the 
manner,  in  which  he  performed  it.  They  who 
have  enjoyed  this  privilege,  have  feen  and  felt,  what 
is  not  to  be  defcribed :  and  to  others,  it  can  only ' 
be  faid,  that  his  prayer  was  the  prayer  of  faith, 
always  fervent,  often  effectual,  and  invariably  a  min- 
gled flow  of  fupplication  and  gratitude,  humility 
and  confidence,  refignation  and  fervor,  adoration  and 
love. 

By  the  ardor  of  his  focial  prayers,  fome  judgment 
may  be  formed  of  his  fecret  fupplications  :  but  of 
his  frequent  vehement  flruggles,  and  unutterable 
breathings,  in  thefe  private  exercifes,  He  alone  can 
judge,  vjho  feeth  hi  fecret.  His  deeped  and  moft 
fenfible  communications  with  God  were  enjoyed  in 
thofe  hours,  when  the  door  of  his  clofet  was  fhut 
againft  human  creatures,  as  well  as  human  cares. 
And  though  he  rejoiced  to  lift  up  his  hands  in  com- 
pany with  his  friends,  yet,  when  his  heart  was  at 
any  time  peculiarly  inflamed  with  defire,  or  prefl'ed 
v.'ith  afflidion,  he  would  fay  to  his  friends,  as  Chrifl 
to  his  difciples,  Sit  ye  here^  while  I  go  and  ■pray 
yonder.  His  clofet  was  the  favorite  retirement,  to 
which  he  conflantly  retreated,  whenever  his  public 
duties  allowed  him  a  feafon  of  leifurc.  Here  he  was 
privily  hidden,  as  in  the  prefence  of  God.  Here 
l)e  would  either  patiently  wait  for,  or  joyfully  tri- 
umph  in,  the  loving-kindncfs  of  the   Lord.      Here 

he 
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he  would  plunge  himfelf  into  the  depths  of  humi- 
liation ;  and  fiom  hence,  at  other  feafons,  as  from 
another  Pifgah,  he  would  take  a  large  furvey  of  the 
vail  inheritance,  which  is  referved  for  the  faints. 
Here  he  would  ratify  his  folemn  engagements  to 
God  :  and  here,  like  the  good  king  Hezekiah,  he 
would  fpread  the  various  circumftances  of  his  peo^ 
pie  at  the  feet  of  their  common  Lord,  In  all  cafes 
of  difficulty  he  would  retire  to  this  confecrated  place 
to  afk  counfel  of  the  Moft .  High ;  and  here,  in 
times  of  uncommon  diftrefs,  he  has  continued  during 
whole  nights  in  prayer  before  God.  At  one 

period  of  his  life,  he  was  brought  into  fuch  an 
intricate  fituation,  that  he  was  wholly  at  a  lofs  to 
difcover  what  God  required  at  his  hand:  and  fuch 
was  the  difficulty  before  him,  that  the  opinions  of 
his  moft  experienced  friends  could  afford  him  but 
httle  light  with  refpe6l  to  it.  Jn  this  ftate,  for  three 
months  fucceffively,  he  fpread  the  intricacies  of  his 
cafe  before  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth,  intreating 
that  he  would  direct  the  courfe  of  his  condudl,  by 
the  order  of  his  providence,  and  the  influence  of 
his  Spirit,  His  requeft  was  continued  till  an  anfwer 
was  obtained,  which  was  not  till  the  wall  of  his 
chamber  could  exhibit  a  proof  of  his  vehement  inter- 
ceffion  ;  that  part  of  it,  againft  which  he  was  ac- 
cuftomed  to  kneel,  appearing  deeply  ftained  with  the 
breath  he  had  fpent  in  fervent  fupplication ;  fuch 
was  the  ardor  of  his  fpirit,  and  fuch  the  devotion 
of  his  heart.     The  above  circuniftance  was  difcovcred 

by 
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by  fome  about  him,  who  were  well  acquainted  with 
his  manner  in   trying   fituations. 

His  preaching  was  perpetually  preceded,  accom- 
panied, and  fucceeded,  by  prayer.  Before  he  entered 
upon  the  performance  of  this  duty,  he  requefted  of 
the  great  mafter  of  afTemblies  a  fubjecl:  adapted  to 
the  conditions  of  his  people  :  earneftly  foliciting  for 
himfelf  wifdom,  utterance,  and  power;  for  them  a 
ferious  frame,  an  unprejudiced  mind,  and  a  reten- 
tive heart.  This  neceffary  preparation  for  the  pro- 
fitable performance  of  his  minifterial  duties,  was  of 
longer  or  fliorter  duration,  according  to  his  peculiar 
ftate  at  the  time :  and  frequently  he  could  form 
an  accurate  judgment  of  the  effefl  that  would  be 
produced  in  public,  by  the  languor  or  enlargement 
he  had  experienced  in  private.  The  fpirit  of  prayer 
accompanied  him  from  the  clofet  to  the  pulpit ;  and 
while  he  was  outwardly  employed  in  prefling  the 
truth  upon  his  hearers,  he  was  inwardly  engaged  in 
pleading  that  laft  great  prornife  of  his  unchangeable 
Lord,  /  am  with  yon  olway^  even  unto  the  end  of 
the  ivcrld. 

From  the  great  congregation  he  again  withdrew 
to  his  facred  retreat,  there  requefting  in  fecret,  that 
a  blefiing  might  acconipany  his  public  labors,  and 
that  the  feed  which  he  had  fown,  being  treafured 
up  in  honeft  and  good  hearts,  might  fooner  or  later 
become  abundantly  fruitful. 

While 
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While  it  is  here  recorded,  that  this  faithful  fer- 
vant  of  God  was  accuftomcd  to  pray  without  ceaf- 
ifig^  it  mud:  be  noted,  at  tlie  fame  time,  as  a  dif- 
tinguilhing  part  of  his  charader,  that,  in  every  thing 
he  gave  thanks.  His  heart  Vvfas  always  in  a  grateful 
frame,  and  it  was  his  chief  delight  to  honor  God 
by  offering  him  thanks  and  praife.  Frequently,  when 
he  has  been  engaged  in  recounting  the  gracious  deal- 
ings of  God  with  refpeiSt  to  himfelf,  or  his  fignal 
favors  conferred  upon  the  church,  he  has  broke  out 
in  a  ftrain  of  holy  rejoicing,  0  that  men  would 
therefore  praife  the  Lord  for  his  goodnefs^  and  de^ 
dare  the  wonders  that  he  doeth  for  the  children  of 
men  J  He  confidcred  every  unexpected  turn  of  pro- 
vidence, as  a  manifeftation  of  his  Father's  good 
pleafure,  and  difcerned  caufes  of  thankfgiving,  either 
obvious  or  latent,  in  every  occurrence.  Thus,  either 
in  the  expectation,  or  in  the  poflelFion,  of  promifed 
mercies,  he  rejoiced  evermore.  The  immediate  caufes 
of  his  joy  were  manifold,  public  and  private,  fpiri- 
tuai  and  temporal ;  but  they  all  were  fwallowed  up 
in  the  advancement  of  Chrift's  kingdom  upon  earth. 
This  lie  confidered,  as  a  fubjeft  of  univerfal  re- 
joicing, and  fiir  this,  he  more  efpecially  defired  to 
praife  the  name  of  God  vjith  a  fong,  and  td  magnify 
it  with  thankfgiving. 

As    he  has  juftly  expreffed  it   in   the   trait   above 
—  "  Paftors,  who  pray  for  thtir  flocks,  pray  not  in 
"  vain.     Their  fervent  petitions   are  heard  ;  fmners 
"  are  converted,  the  faithful  are  edified,  and  thankf- 
giving 
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**  giving  is  Ihortly  joined  to  fupplicacion."  With 
refpecEl  to  himfelf  it  was  abundantly  fo.  The  feed 
which  he  had  watered  with  his  tears,  and  followed 
with  his  prayers,  produced,  at  length,  a  plentiful 
harveft.  His  miniftry  was  attended  with  unufuai 
fuccefs,  and  a  confiderable  body  of  his  people  fa- 
luted  each  other  as  brethren  in  Chrift,  His  exult- 
ation over  thefe,  in  their  regenerate  eftate,  was  equal 
to  his  former  folicitude  on  their  account :  and  as 
often  as  an  occafion  has  prefented  itfelf  of  leading 
a  penitent  prodigal  into  the  houfehold  of  God,  his 
carriage  has  been  marked  by  every  pofTible  demon- 
flration  of  joy.  I^eading  the  reluming  wanderer 
into  his  fpiritual  family,  he  would  cry  out,  with 
a  countenance  full  of  holy  triumph,  If  there  be  joy 
in  the  prefence  of  the  angels  of  God  over  one  fin- 
ner  that  repenteth,  then  it  is  meet  that  we  fliould 
rejoice  and  be  glad  together  this  day  ;  for  this  my 
fon  was  dead  and  is  alive  again,  he  was  lojl  and  is 
found.  His  joy  was   continually  receiving  fome 

acceflion  of  this  kind.  From  year  to  year,  finners 
were  converted  from  the  error  of  their  ways,  and 
believers  were  built  up  in  their  moft  holy  faith : 
while  he  appeared  among  them  as  a  happy  father, 
rejoicing  in  their  profperity,  and  bleffed  in  the  blef- 
fmgs  of  his  fpiritual   children. 

Such  were  the  different  ftates  of  earneft  prayer, 
and  joyful  praife,  with  which  this  evangelical  preacher 
was  deeply  acquainted,  and  which  mutually  preceded 
and  fucceeded  each  other  in  his  Chriftian  experience. 

TRAIT 
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TRAIT       X. 

The  fidelity  iviih  which  he  a?inoiinced  the  fevere 
threateningSf  and  confolatory  promifes  of  the 
Gofpel. 


T) 


H  E  worldly  minlfter  has  neither  the  cou- 
rage nor  the  tendernefs  of  the  true  paftor. 
He  is  fearful  of  pubhfhing  thofe  truths,  which 
are  calculated  to  alarm  the  carelefs  finner;  and 
he  knows  not,  in  what  manner  to  apply  the 
promifes  of  the  Gofpel,  for  the  relief  of  thofe 
who  mourn.  If  ever  he  attempts  to  defcant 
upon  the  confolatory  truths  of  the  Gofpel,  he 
only  labors  to  explain,  what  is  nearly  unin- 
telligible to  himfelf  j  and  all  his  difcourfes  on 
fubj  edls  of  this  nature  are  void  of  that  earnefV 
perfuafion,  and  that  undion  of  love,  which  cha- 
raderize  the  minifters  of  Chrift.  On  the  other 
hand,  his  dread  of  giving  offence  will  not 
fuffer  him  to  addrefs  finners  of  every  rank, 
with  the  holy  boldnefs  of  the  prophet  Samuel : 
If  ye  will  not  obey  the  voice  of  the  Lord^  but 
rebel  againjl  the  commandment  of  the  Lord,  then 
fliall  the  hand  of  the  Lord  be  againfi  you.  If  ye 
ft  ill  do  wickedly  yefhall  be  confumed  (a).  The 

faithful 
(a)   I  Sam.  xii.   15,  25. 
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faithful  paftor,  on  the  contrary,  confcious  that 
the  harfheft  truths  of  the  Gofpel  are  as  ne- 
ceflary,  as  they  are  ofFenfive,  courageoufly  in- 
Ms  upon  them,  in  the  manner  of  St.  Paul— »- 
^hinkeji  thou,  O  man,  that  do  eft  fuch  things, 
that  thou  Jhalt'efcape  the  judgment  of  God?  Know 
this,  that  after  thy  hardnefs  and  impenitent 
heart  thou  treafureft  up  unto  thyfelf  wrath  againjl 
the  day  of  wrath,  and  revelation  of  the  righteous 
judgment  of  God :  for  indignation  and  wrath, 
tribulation  and  anguifh  Jhall  be  upon  every  foul 
of  man  that  doeth  evil  (b).  If  every  tranf- 
greffion  under  the  firft  covenant  received  a  juft 
recompenfe  of  reward,  hoiv  fJiall  we  efcape  if  we 
neglect  fo  great  filvalion,  which  at  the  firft  began 
to  be  fpoken  by  the  Lord,  and  was  confirmed  unto 
us  by  them  that  heard  him  (c).  This  ye  know, 
that  no  unclean  perfon,  nor  covetous  man  hath 
tiny  inheritance  in  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  and  of 
God :  let  no  man  deceive  you  with  vain  words  \ 
for  becaufe  of  thefe  things  cometh  the  wrath  of  God 
upon  the  children  of  dif obedience  (d).  See  that  ye 
refufe  not  him  that  fpeaketh  :  for  if  they  efcaped 
not,  who  refufed  him  that  [pake  on  earth,  viz. 
the  prophet  Mofes ;  much  more  jhall  jiot  we 
sfcapCj  if  we  turn  away  from  him  that  fpeaketh 

from 
(b)  Rom.  ii.  3,  5,  9.  (c)  Heb.  ii.  2,  3. 

(d)  Eph.  V.  5,  6. 
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from  heaven,  viz.  the  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift. 
Wherefore  let  us  ferve  God  acceptably,  with  re- 
verence and  godly  fear :  for  our  God  is  a  con- 
fuming  fire  (e). 

But  though  the  true   minifter   courageoufly 
announces  the  mod  fevere  declarations  of  the 
word,  to  the  unbelieving  and  the  impenitent  •,  yet 
he  is  never   fo  truly  happy,   as   when   he   in- 
vites the  poor  in  fpirit  to  draw  forth  the  riches 
of  grace,  from  the  treafury  of  God's  everlaft- 
ing  love.         God  hath  not-,  faith  St.  Paul,  ap- 
pointed  us  to  wrath  -,   but  to  obtain  falvation  by 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  (f).     This  is  a  faithful 
faying,     and    worthy    of    all    acceptation,     that 
Chrift  Jefus  came  into   the  world    to  fave  Jtn- 
ners  (g).     Te  are  not  come  unto  the  mount  that 
burned  with  fire,    nor  unto  blacknefs,    and  dark- 
nefs,  and  tempeft.     But  ye  are  come  unto  mount 
Sion,  and  unto  the  city  of  the  living  God,  and  to 
Jefus,   the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  and  to 
the  blood  of  fprinkling,  that  fpeaketh  better  things 
than  that  of  Abel.     Having  therefore,   brethren, 
holdnefs   to   enter  into  the  holieft  by  the  blood  of 
Jefus,  and  having  an  High  Prieft  over  the  houfe 
of  God,  let  us  draw  near  with  a  true  heart,  in 
Vol.  I.  I  full 

(e)  Heb.  xii.  25—29.  (f)  \  ThefT.  v.  9. 

(g)  I  Tim.  i.  15. 
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full  affurance  of  faith  (h).  7/",  whe7i  we  were 
enemies,  we  were  reconciled  to  God  hy  the  death 
of  his  Son,  much  more,  being  reconciled,  we  Jhall 
be  faved  by  his  life.  He,  that  fpared  not  his 
own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all,  how 
fJiall  he  not  with  him  alfo  freely  give  us  all  things  ? 
JVho  fJiall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's 
cleB  ?  It  is  God  that  jujiifieth  :  Who  is  he  that 
condemneth  ?  It  is  Chriji  that  died,  yea  rather  ^ 
that  is  rifen  again,  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand 
of  God,  who  alfo  maketh  intercejfion  for  us  (i). 

When  thefe  exhilarating  declarations  are  found 
infufficient  to  revive  the  hearts  of  the  contrite,  the 
evangelical  preacher  fails  not  to  multiply  them, 
in  the  moft  fympathizing  and  affedlionate  man- 
ner. I  fay  unto  you,  continues  he,  all  manner 
of  fin  and  hlafphemy  fliall  be  forgiven  unto  men: 
for  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrifl  cleanfeth  from  all 
fm  (k).  And  by  him  all  who  believe  are  jujli- 
fied  from  all  things,  from  which  ye  could  not  be 
jujiified  by  the  law  of  Mofes\\),  There  is,  therefore, 
now  no  condemnation  to  them  which  are  in  ChriJI 
Jefus  (m) ;  for  where  fin  abounded,  grace  did 
much  more  abound  (n). 

Such 

(h)  Heb.  xiii.  i8,  24.  x.  19,  zz.       (1)  Ads  xlii.  39. 
(i)  Rom.  V.  10.  viii.  32,  34.  (m)  Rom.  viii.  i. 

(k)  Matt.  xii.  31.      i  John  i.  7.       (n)  Rom.  v.  20. 
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Such  are  the  cordials,  which  the  faithful 
evangelift  adminifters  to  thofe,  who  are  weary 
and  heavy  laden :  precious  cordials !  which  the 
worldly  paftor  can  never  effedually  apply  ; 
which  he  either  employs  out  of  feafon,  or 
renders  ufelefs  by  fuch  additions  of  his  own, 
as  are  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Gofpel. 

NOTE     X. 

rV  I  G  H  T  L  Y  to  divide  the  word  of  truth  is  a 
work  of  no  little  importance,  in  the  church  of  God. 
Here  fidelity  and  fkill  are  equally  neceflary,  and  if 
either  be  wanting,  the  work  will  be  incomplete.  With 
refpe^l  to  the  latter,  either  as  it  regards  the  word 
of  God,  or  as  it  relates  to  the  human  heart,  M. 
de  la  Flechere  was  abundantly  qualified  for  the  dif. 
charge  of  his  minifterial  duties.  As  to  the  human 
heart,  he  had  fo  long  and  fo  accurately  inveftigated 
his  own,  that  he  was  not  eafily  deceived  in  forming 
a  judgment  of  his  neighbour's.  He  knew  its  depths 
as  well  as  its  (hallows,  and  its  fubtil  artifices  as  well 
as  its  natural  tempers :  he  explored  its  intricate  mazes, 
and  unlocked  its  fecret  recefles,  with  wonderful  eafe  j 
and  could  generally  difcover  its  real  fituation  through 
all  its  aflumed  difguifes.  With  regard  to  the  word 
of  God,  he  had  ftudied  it  with  fo  much  conflancy 
and  care,  that  he  was  perfectly  familiar  with  every 
part  of  it.  He  was  deeply  read  in  the  fpiritual  fenfe 
of  the  word,  and  had  a  happy  talent  at  reconciling 
I  2  its 
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its  apparent  contradiflions.  He  could  fele61:  from 
it,  with  the  utmoft  readinefs,  truths  of  every  dif- 
ferent tendency ;  and  knew  how  to  apply  them,  not 
only  in  common  cafes,  but  in  the  moft  extraor- 
dinary exigencies  of  God's  people.  His  fidelity, 
in  addreffing  the  different  ciaiTes  of  his  hearers,  was 
correfpondent  to  that  fpirit  of  difcernment  and  wifdom, 
witli  which  he  was  fo  eminently  favored.  On  the 
one  hand,  he  rtever  attempted  /lightly  to  heal  the  hurt 
of  his  people  :  and,  on  the  other,  he  was  folicitous 
never  to  make  fad  the  heart  of  the  righteous^  whom 
God  had  not  made  fad.  Wherever  he  difcovered 
impiety  in  the  conduft,  or  hypocrify  in  the  heart, 
he  immediately  levelled  againft  it  the  keenefl:  arrows 
of  conviction.  He  warned  the  wicked  of  his  way, 
and  frequently  endeavoured  to  draw  him  from  it, 
by  alarming  his  heart  with  falutary  fears ;  felecling 
and  applying,  upon  thefe  occafions,  thofe  paflages  of 
holy  writ,  which  are  peculiarly  profitable  for  reproof 
and  corre^ton.  And,  whenever  it  became  neceffary, 
he  marfhalled  againft  the  carelefs  finner  the  moft 
terrible  denunciations  of  the  Almighty's  wrath.  In 
the  performance  of  this  part  of  his  duty,  he  paid 
but  little  regard  to  the  outward  circumftances  of  the 
offending  party.  Whether  the  enemies  of  God  ap- 
peared in  the  fplendor  of  riches,  or  in  the  meannefs 
of  poverty ;  whether  they  were  diftinguiflied  by  their 
erudition,  or  defpicable  by  their  ignorance,  he  met 
them  with  equal  firmnefs  in  the  caufe  of  truth.  The 
ftyle  of  his  reproofs  was  adapted,  indeed,  to  the  various 
capacities  and  habits  of  thefe  different  clafles  of  men ; 

but 
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but  the  fubftap.ce  of  thofe  reproofs  was  invariably 
the  fame  to  whatever  clafs  they  were  dire^led,  neither 
Iharpened  by  contempt,  nor  blunted  by  refped:.  Un- 
awed  either  by  the  majefty  of  kings,  or  the  madnefs 
of  the  people,  lie  was  equally  fitted  to  appear  with 
Mofes  at  an  impious  court,  or  to  ftand  with  Stephen 
in   a   turbulent  aflembiy.  But  though   he   was 

far  from  betraying  any  pufillanimity  in  applying  the 
fevere  threatenings  of  the  Gofpel  to  the  obftinately 
impenitent,  yet  his  heart,  in  this  awful  employment, 
was  never  fteeled  againft  the  feelings  of  humanity. 
His  fidelity  in  this  part  of  his  duty  was  never  un- 
accompanied with  compafiion  and  forrow.  He  pof- 
fefled  the  firmnefs  of  Daniel,  with  all  the  benevo- 
lence of  that  favored  prophet.  Daniel  was  once 
diredted  to  interpret  and  apply  to  Nebuchadnezzar 
a  myfterious  vifion  of  divine  vengeance,  and  the 
fidelity,  with  which  he  performed  fo  painful  a  duty, 
is  worthy  of  admiration.  But  while  his  interpre- 
tation was  plain  and  his  application  pointed,  it  is 
obfervable,  that  they  were  preceded  by  evident  regret, 
and  followed  by  affedionate  counfel.  Such  was  the 
manner  of  M.  de  la  Flechere,  who  had  learned,  from 
a  greater  than  Daniel,  to  pronounce  a  fentence  of 
condemnation  with  anguifti  and  tears.    Luke  xix.  41. 

But  while  he  was  faithful,  in  proclaiming  the  day 
of  vengeance  to  the  difobedient,  he  negleded  not  io 
proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives^  and  the  opening  of  the 
prifon  to  them  that  %vere  bound.  Both  thefe  parts  of 
his  duty  he  performed  with  fidelity,  but  the  latter 
I  3  only 
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only  with  alacrity  and  cheerfulnefs.  Peculiarly  to 
fit  him  for  this  evangelical  fervice,  the  Lord  God  had 
given  him  the  tongue  of  the  learned^  that  he  Jhould 
know  how  to  fpeak  a  word  in  feafon  to  him  that  was 
iveary\  and  in  the  difcharge  of  this  favorite  part 
of  his  office,  he  was  equally  fkilful,  tender,  and  happy. 
His  watchful  eye  was  upon  the  weak,  the  faint,  and 
the  afflided.  He  diligently  acquainted  himfelf  with 
the  nature  and  caufes  of  their  dilirels;  and  whether 
they  fainted  through  the  anguifh  of  remorfe,  or 
groaned  beneath  the  violence  of  temptation,  he  had 
a  fuitable  cordial  prepared  for  their  relief,  i-.e  placed 
before  their  eyes  a  rich  difplay  of  God's  everlafting 
love,  and  affiled  them  to  extradt  healing  virtue  from 
his  unchangeable  promifes.  He  feelingly  exhorted 
'them  to  flretch  out  the  withered  hand;  and,  till 
they  were  enabled  actually  to  lay  hold  on  the  hope  fet 
before  thcm^  he  ceafed  not  to  proclaim.  The  Lordy 
the  Lord  God^  merciful  and  gracious^  long-fufferingy 
abundant  in  goodncf  and  truth^  keeping  mercy  for  thou~ 
fands^  forgiving  iniquity,  tranfgrejfioti,  and  fin  !  He 

was  throughly  acquainted  with  the  treatment  of  af- 
fiided  ccnfciences.  He  knew  when  to  probe,  and 
when  to  heal;  when  to  deprefs,  and  when  to  en- 
courage: and  no  man's  cafe  was  fo  perplexed  or 
defperate,  but  he  was  in  fome  mcafure  prepared  to 
explain  and  relieve  it.  He  difcovered  hope  for  the 
fpiritual  mourner  amid  the  moft  hopelefs  circumftan- 
ces,  and  furni(hed  the  tempted  with  a  clew  to  guide 
them  through  the  intricacies  of  their  fituation.  As 
the  pfalmift  addrefied  his  own  heart  in  diftrefs,  fo 
he  addreflcd   himfelf   to  every    fun  of  afHiaion,    in 

the 
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the  day  of  his  trouble.  He  reafoned  over  the  par- 
ticular cafe  of  the  afRickd  perfon  —  IVhy  art  thou 
fo  full  of  heavinefs^  and  -why  is  thy  foul  fo  difquieted 
within  thee?  art  thou  affliiled  beyond  the  common 
lot  of  thy  companions  in  tribulation,  or  has  any 
temptation  befallen  thee,  except  fuch  as  is  common 
to  man  F  From  reafoning  he  proceeded  to  encourage- 
ment—  Hope  thou  in  God:  refleil  upon  his  nature, 
depend  upon  his  word,  and  afk  of  the  generations 
that  are  paft,  who  ever  trufted  in  the  Lord  and  was 
confounded  ?  From  encouragement  he  rofe  to  af- 
furance  —  Thou  Jhalt  yet  prafe  him,  notwithftanding 
the  prefent  unpromifmg  .appearances :  the  God  of 
all  confolation  fhall  be  thy  God,  the  health  of  thy 
countenance,    and  thy  portion  for  ever. 

He  was  ever  anxioufly  defirous,  that  the  voice  of 
joy  and  health  might  be  heard  in  the  diuellings  of  the 
righteous ;  nor  v/ould  he  be  contented,  till  he  could 
prevail  upon  the  forrowful  to  bear  fome  harmoni- 
ous part  in  the  work  of  adoration  and  thankfgiving. 
But  it  is  impoflible  to  give  a  juft  reprefentation  of 
the  fweet  and  condefcending  manner,  in  which  he 
treated  every  fpiritual  mourner.  He  would  take  up 
their  negle^Sted  harps  and  tune  them  to  the  praifes 
of  unchangeable  love.  He  would  furnifh  them  with  a 
variety  of  facred  themes,  and  folicit  them,  at  lead, 
to  attempt  one  of  the  fongs  of  Sion.  And  while  they 
lingered,  he  would  fweetly  take  the  lead  in  celebrat- 
ing the  divine  goodnefs  —  Now  he  recorded  mercies 
paft,  and  now  he  recounted  promifcd  blellings;  now 
I  4  he 
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he  fung  the  wonders  of  grace,  and  now  he  pointed 
to  the  myfteries  of  glory.  But  if  it  appeared,  after 
all  thefe  animating  efforts  on  his  part,  that  the  mourn- 
ers among  his  people  were  unable  \o  accompaiiy  him 
in  thefe  joyful  exercifes,  he  would  fiidJenly  change 
his  fong  of  praife  into  a  flrain  of  fupplication,  an^] 
iearneftly  implore  for  them  the  light  of  His  gracious 
countenance,  whofe  prerogative  it  is,  to  appoint  beauty 
for  afoes^  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourmng^  and  the  garment 
of  praife  for  the  Jplrit   of  heavinefs. 

Thus,  with  all  pofiible  plainnefs  and  fidelity,  this 
animated  preacher  adminiftcBed  the  good  v>^ord  of  God 
in  his  day  and  generation,  whether  it  was  a  word 
of  threatening  to  the  carelefs  and  impenitent,  or  a 
word  of  confoiation  to  the  fearful  and  anlicied. 


i   K  A  I  r 
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TRAIT      XI. 

His  profound  humility, 

Jl  here  is  no  evil  difpofition  of  the  heart 
with  which  the  clergy  are  fo  frequently  re- 
proached, as  pride.  And  it  is  with  reafon  that 
we  oppofe  this  fmful  temper,  efpecially  when 
it  appears  in  paftors,  fince  it  is  fo  entirely 
contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Gofpel,  that  the 
apoftle  Paul  emphatically  terms  it,  The  con- 
demnation of  the  Devil  (a). 

There  is  no  amiable  difpofition,  which  our 
Lord  more  ftrongly  recommended  to  his  fol- 
lowers, than  lowlinefs  of  mind.  From  his 
birth  to  his  death^  he  gave  himfelf  a  ftriking 
example  of  the  moft  profound  humility,  joined 
to  the  moft  ardent  charity.  After  having  wafhed 
the  feet  of  his  firft  difciples,  i.  e.  after  he  had 
taken  the  place  of  a  flave  at  their  feet,  he 
addreffed  them  as  follows  —  Kfww  ye,  what  I 
have  done  unto  you  ?  Te  call  me  Mafier,  and 
Lcrd:  and  ye  fay  ivell :  for  fo  I  am»  If  I,  then, 
ycur  Lord  and  Mafur,   have  wafJied  your  feet  j 

ye 

{a)    I   Tim.  iii.  6. 
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ye  alfo  ought  to  waJJi  one  miotJur^s  feet.  For  I 
have  given  you  an  example^  that  ye  Jliould  do  as 
I  have  done  to  you.  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  you, 
the  fervant  is  not  greater  than  his  Lord  •,  neither 
he  that  is  fent,  greater  than  he  that  fent  him  (b). 
Again  he  fays  to  the  fame  efFed — I'e  knoWy 
that  the  princes  of  the  gentiles  exercife  dominion 
over  them,  and  they  that  are  great,  exercife  au- 
thority upon  them.  But  it  fhall  not  be  fo  among 
you :  but  whofoever  will  be  great  among  you,  let 
him  be  your  minijier :  and  whofoever  will  be  chief 
among  you,  let  him  be  your  fervant :  even  as  the 
Son  of  man  came  not  to  be  minijlered  unto,  but 
to  minijier  (c). 

Real  chriftianity  is  the  fchool  of  humble  cha- 
rity, in  which  every  true  minifter  can  fay,  with 
Chrift,  according  to  his  growth  in  grace ;  Learn 
of  me,  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart :  and 
ye  fhall  find  refi  unto  your  fouls.  And  unhappy 
will  it  be  for  thofe,  who,  reverfing  chriftianity, 
fay,  by  their  example,  which  is  more  ftriking 
than  all  their  difcourfes-.  Learn  of  us  to  be 
fierce  and  revengeful,  at  the  expenfe  of  peace  both 
at  home  and  abroad.  They,  who  receive  the 
ftipends  of  minifters,  while  they  are  thus  en- 
deavouring to   fubvert  the    religion   they  pro- 

fefs 

(b)  John  xiii.  12 — 16.  (c)  Mark  x,  42 — 45. 
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fefs  to  fupport,  render  themfelves  guilty,  not 
only  of  hypocrlfy,  but  of  a  fpecies  of  facri- 
lege. 

It  is  fuppofed,  that  St.  Peter  had  the  pre- 
eminence among  the  apoftles,  at  leafl:  by  his 
age :  it  is  certain  that  he  fpake  in  the  name 
of  the  other  apoftles  •,  that  he  firft  confefTed 
Chrift  in  two  public  orations  ;  that  our  Lord 
conferred  particular  favors  upon  him  •,  that  he 
was  permitted  to  be  one  of  the  three  witnefTes 
of  his  mafter's  transfiguration  and  agony,  and 
that,  on  the  day  of  Pentecoft,  he  proved  the 
power  of  his  apoftolic  commiffion,  by  intro- 
ducing three  thoufand  fouls  at  once  into  the 
kingdom  of  Chrift.  Far,  however,  from  arro- 
gating, upon  thefe  accounts,  a  fpiritual  fupre- 
macy  over  his  brethren,  he  aflumed  no  other 
title  but  that,  which  was  given  in  common  to 
all  his  fellow  laborers  in  the  miniftry  j  The 
elders  which  are  among  you,  fays  he,  I  exhort, 
who  am  alfo  an  elder :  Feed  the  flock  of  God, 
which  is  among  you,  taking  the  overftght  thereof^ 
not  for  filthy  lucre,  but  of  a  ready  mind :  neither 
as  being  lords  over  God's  heritage,  but  being  en- 
famples  to  the  flock  (d).  A  piece  of  advice  this, 
which  is  too  much  negleded  by  thofe  prelates, 

who 
(d)   I   Pet.  V.   I,  3. 
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who  diftinguifK  themfelves  from  their  brethren, 
yet  more  by  an  antichriftlan  pride,  than  by 
thofe  ecclefiaftical  dignities,  to  which  they  have 
made  their  way  by  the  intrigues  of  ambition. 

All  p^^ftors  fhould  feek  after  humility  with 
fo  much  the  greater  concern,  fince  fome  among 
them,  feduced  with  the  defire  of  diftinguifhing 
themfelves  as  perfons  of  eminence  in  the  church, 
after  making  certain  ecclefiaftical  laws  contrary 
to  the  word  of  God,  have  become  perfecutors 
of  thofe,  who  refufed  fubmiffion  to  their  ty- 
rannical authority.  Obferve  here  the  injuftice 
of  fome  modern  philofophers,  who  mifrepre- 
fenting  the  chriftian  religion,  a  religion  which 
breathes  nothing  but  humility  and  love,  fet 
it  forth  as  the  caufe  of  all  the  divifions,  per- 
fecutions,  and  maflacres,  which  have  ever  been 
fomented  or  perpetrated  by  its  corrupt  pro- 
feflbrs.  Difafters  which,  far  from  being  the 
produce  of  real  chriftianity,  have  their  princi- 
pal fource  in  the  vices  of  a  fupercilious,  un- 
charitable, and  antichriftian  clergy. 

The  church  will  always  be  expofed  to  thefe 
imputations,  till  every  ecclefiaftic  (hall  imitate 
St.  Paul,  as  he  imitated  Chrift.    That  apoftle, 
ever  anxious  to  tread  in  the  fteps  of  his  di- 
vine 
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vine  mafter,  was  peculiarly  diftinguifhed  by 
his  humility  to  God  and  man.  Ever  ready  to 
confefs  his  own  native  poverty,  and  to  mag- 
nify the  riches  of  grace,  he  cries  out — JVho 
is  fiifficient  for  tkefe  things  ?  who  is  properly 
qualified  to  difcharge  all  the  fundions  of  the 
holy  miniftry  ?  Such  trujl  have  i^e  through  Chrifi 
to  God'Zvard :  not  that  we  are  fufficient  of  our- 
felves  to  think  any  thing  as  of  ourfehes  •,  hut  our 
fufficiency  is  of  Gody  -who  alfo  hath  made  us  able 
minifiers  of  the  new  Tefiament  \  not  of  the  letter^ 
hut  of  the  fpirit ;  for  the  letter  killeth,  but  the 
fpirit  givcth  life  (d).  Who  is  Paul,  and  who  is 
ApolloSy  but  minifiers  by  whom  ye  believed^  even 
as  the  Lord  gavi  to  every  man  ?  I  have  planted, 
Apollos  watered ;  but  God  gave  the  increafe.  So 
then^  neither  is  he  that  planteth  any  things  neither 
he  that  watereth :  but  God  that  giveth  the  in- 
creafe (e).  /  am  the  leafl  of  the  apojlles,  that 
am  not  meet  to  be  called  an  apojlle:  but^  by  the 
grace  of  God,  I  am  what  T  am  (f ).  God  hath 
Jhined  in  our  hearts  to  give  the  light  of  the  know- 
ledge of  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  face  of  Jefus 
Chrifi :  but  we  have  this  treafure  in  earthen  vef 
fels,  that  the  excellency  of  the  power  may  be  of 
God,  and  not  of  us  (g). 

If 

(d)  2  Cor.  ii.  1 6.  iii.  4,  6.         (e)  i  Cor.  iii.  5,  7. 
(f)  I  Cor.  XV.  9.  (g)  2  Cor.  iv.  6,  7. 
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If  the  humility  of  St.  Paul  is  ftrikingly  evi- 
dent in  thefe  remarkable  paffages,  it  is  ftill 
more  ftronglv  exprefled  in  thofe  that  follow. 
Te  fee^  brethren^  that  not  many  wife  men  after 
the  flefli,  not  many  mighty^  not  many  noble  are 
called.  But  God  hath  chofen  the  foolifh  things  of 
the  world  to  confound  the  wife^  and  the  weak 
things  of  the  world  to  confound  the  things  which 
are  mighty,  and  bafe  things  of  the  world,  and 
things  which  are  defpifed,  hath  God  chofen,  yea, 
and  things  which  are  not,  to  bring  to  nought 
things  that  are :  that  no  flefJi  fJiould  glory  in  his 
prefence  (h).  Unto  me,  who  am  lefs  than  the 
leaf  of  all  faints,  who  am  nothing,  who  am  the 
chief  of  finners,  is  this  grace  given,  that  I  fliould 
preach  the  unfearchable  riches  of  Chrijl  (i). 

Reader,  if  thou  haft  that  opinion  of  thyfelf, 
which  is  expreffed  in  the  foregoing  paflages, 
thou  art  an  humble  chriftian.  Thou  canft  truly 
profefs  thyfelf  the  fervant  of  all  thofe  who  fa- 
lute  thee  •,  thou  art  fuch  already  by  thy  cha- 
ritable intentions,  and  art  feeking  occafions  of 
demonftrating,  by  adual  fervices,  that  thy 
tongue  is  the  organ,  not   of  an   infidious   po- 

litenefs, 

(h)  I  Cor.  i,  26,  29.        (i)  Eph.  iii.  2,     2  Cor.  xii.  11. 
1  Tim.  i.  15. 
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litenefs,  but  of  a  fincere  heart.  Like  a  true 
dlfciple  of  Chrift,  who  concealed  himfelf  when 
the  multitude  would  have  raif^^d  him  to  a 
throne,  and  who  prefented  himfelf  when  they 
came  to  drag  him  to  his  crofs,  thou  haft  a 
facred  pleafure  in  humbling  thyfelf  before  God 
and  man,  and  art  anxious,  without  hypocrify 
or  affeftation,  to  take  the  loweft  place  among 
thy  brethren. 

The  humble  chriftian,  convinced  of  his  wants 
and  his  weaknefs,  feels  it  impoffible  to  a6l 
like  thofe  proud  and  baihful  poor,  who  will 
rather  perifli  in  their  diftrefs,  than  folicit  the 
afTiftance  of  their  brethren.  St.  Paul  had  no- 
thing of  this  falfe  modefty  about  him.  Pene- 
trated with  a  deep  fenfe  of  his  own  unworthi- 
nefs  and  infufHciency,  after  imploring  for  him- 
felf the  gracious  affiftance  of  God,  he  thus 
humbly  folicits  the  prayers  of  all  the  faithful : 
Brethren^  pray  for  us  (k).  I  befeechyou^  brethren, 
for  the  Lord  Jefiis  Chriji's  fake,  and  for  the  love 
of  the  Spirit,  that  ye  flrive  together  in  your  prayers 
for  ine  {\),  Pray  al'-joays  for  all  faints;  and  for 
me,  that  utterance  may  be  given  me,  that  I  may 
open  my  mouth  boldly,  to  make  known  the  myflery 
of  the  Gofpel,  for  which   I  am  an  ambaffador  in 

bonds : 
(k)  1  ThefT.  v.  25.  (I)  Rom.  xv.  30. 
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bonds:  that- therein  I  may  /peak  boldly  as  I  ought 
to  /peak  (m):  7ou  alfo  helping  together  by  prayer 
for  us^  that  for  the  gift  befiowed  upon  us  by  the 
means  of  many  perfons^  thanks  may  be  given  by 
many  on  our  behalf  (n). 

Thus,  humility^  or  poverty  of  fpirit,  which 
is  fet  forth  by  Chrift  as  the  firft  beatitude, 
leads  us,  by  prayer,  to  all  the  benedidions  of 
the  Gofpel,  and  to  that  lively  gratitude,  which 
gives  birth  to  thankfgiving  and  joy.  Lovely 
humility !  penetrate  the  hearts  of  all  chriftians, 
animate  every  paftor,  give  peace  to  the  church, 
and  happinefs  to  the  univerfe. 

NOTE      XI. 

JrluMILITY  is,  at  once,  the  ground-work  and 
perfedlion  of  chriftianity.  Where  this  holy  temper 
increafes  in  the  foul,  there  every  grace  is  propor- 
tionably  carried  toward  a  ftate  of  maturity  j  but 
wherever  this  is  wanting,  there,  fooner  or  later,  every 
appearance  of  grace  muft  wither  and  die :  God  re^ 
Jijleth  the  proud,  hut  givetk  grace  unto  the  humble. 
Examples  of  deep  humility  are  uncommon,  even  in 
the  church  of  Chrift :  but  among  the  rareft  exam- 
ples of  this  kind,  our  author  muft  be  allowed  a 
diftinguifhed   place.     From    his    natural    difpofition, 

perhaps 

(m)  Eph.  vl.  18,  20.  (n)  2  Cor.  i.  II. 
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perhaps  no  man  had  ever  greater  oppofition  to 
flruggle  againft  in  his  progrefs  to  humility  :  but  as 
few  profefTors  of  religion  were  ever  known  to  refift 
their  natural  propenfities  with  fo  determined  a  refo- 
lution,  few  ever  gained  fo  complete  a  vidory  over 
themfelves,  as  M.  de  la  Flechere.  Lowlinefs  of 
mind  was  confidered,  by  the  generality  of  his  friends, 
as  the  moft  diflinguifhing  trait  in  the  charader  of 
this  great  man;  and  it  may  be  truly  afferted,  that 
no  perfon  ever  converfed  with  him,  either  at 
home  or  abroad,  without  being  ftruck  with  the 
genuine  meeknefs  and  fimplicity  of  his  whole  car- 
riage. This  admirable  dipofition,  which  is  lovely 
in  the  lowcft  of  its  pofleflbrs,  was  peculiarly  ftrik« 
ing  in  him,  where  it  appeared  amid  an  uncommon 
variety  of  accomplifhments,  and  attended  with  a 
train  of  excellent  graces. 

Wherever  he  appeared,  he  was  feen^  according  to 
the  advice  of  St.  Peter,  completely  clothed  in  hu- 
mility  :  and  though  there  was  fomething,  unhappily, 
fingular,  in  this  truly  chriftian  garb,  yet  its  unafFe(5led 
comelinefs  was  univerfally  acknowledged  and  admired. 
Many,  who  think  it  neceflary  to  appear  before  God 
in  a  ftate  of  humiliation,  come  forth  from  their 
clofets  and  walk  into  the  world,  with  an  air  of  con- 
fcious  fuperiority  :  as  though  it  was  poffible,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  zvalk  humbly  before  God^  and  haughtily 
in  the  prefence  of  their  fellow  creatures.  But  the 
man,  whofe  charader  I  attempt  to  defcribe,  was 
perfeaiy  confiftent  with  himfelf.  Such  as  he  ap- 
VoL.  I.  K  peared 
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peared  before  God,  in  his  private  a6ls  of  devotion, 
fuch  he  appeared  before  men,  in  every  part  of  focial 
and  public   life.      He  afpired  not  after  high  things, 
but  condefcended  to  men  of  low  eftate.     His  family 
and  connedions,  his   attainments   in  fcience  and   in 
grace,    with    whatever  elfe   might   be   confidered   as 
tending  to  his  advantage,  he  regarded  as  matters  of 
trivial    eftimation  ;    while,    in    the    lowlinefs   of   his 
heart,  he  adopted  the  language  of  the  great  apoftle : 
God  forbid)   that    I  Jhould  glory ^  fave   in    the   Crofs  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chri/l^   by  whom  the  world  is  crucified 
unto  me^  and  I  unto  the  world.         In  honor  he  pre- 
ferred  all   men   before   himfelf,    and   never  appeared 
fo   perfed^ly  fatisfied   with  his  flation,    as   when  his 
humble  employments  befpoke  him  the  fervant  of  all. 
So  unlimited  was  his  condefcenfion  in   this  refpecl, 
that  he  efteemed  no  occupation  too  low  or  degrad- 
jf^gj  '^y  vvhich  he  might  benefit  his   neighbour,   or 
by  which  he  might  teftify  refpe£l  either  to  God  or 
man.  I   cannot  forbear  relating  here  a  little 

circumftance,  which  may  perhaps  appear  trifling  to 
fome,  but  which  uncommonly  afFeded  me  at  the 
time  it  happened.  M.  de  la  Flechere  was  called  out 
to  attend  the  fick.  In  the  mean-time  a  funeral  was 
announced ;  and  I  was  happy  to  embrace  an  oppor- 
tunity of  affording  the  leaft  afliftancc  to  this  ve- 
nerable man,  in  the  courfe  of  his  extenfive  labors. 
While  I  was  engaged  in  reading  the  office  on  that 
occafion,  M.  de  la  Flechere,  who  had  heard  at  a 
diftance  the  call  of  the  bells,  haftily  entered  the 
church  i    and   as  he  pafled   up  the  aifle,  obferving 

that 
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that  a  young  Jad  was  officiating  in  the  abfence  of 
the  clerk,  he  inftantly  took  his  place,  and  went 
through  the  whole  of  the  fervice  with  a  degree  of 
humility  and  compofure,  that  cannot  be  exprefled. 
He  afterwards  afllired  me,  that  while  he  beheld  me 
kindly  performing  the  duty  of  an  abfent  minifter, 
he  cpuld  not  obferve  the  place  of  an  inferior  fervant 
of  the  church  improperly  filled  up,  without  attempt- 
ing to  fupply  it  himfelf,  with  a  greater  degree  of 
decorum  and  reverence.  I  fhall  clofe  this  note  with 
another  anecdote  to  the  fame  purpofe.  While  M. 
de  la  Flechere  continued  tutor  to  the  young  men 
at  Tern-Hall,  he  ufually  attended  the  miniftry  of 
the  Reverend  Mr.  Cartwright,  paftor  of  a  neigh- 
bouring church,  a  man,  of  whofe  piety  and  zeal  he 
made  frequent  and  honorable  mention.  It  was  the 
cuftom  of  this  gentleman  frequently  to  catechife  in 
public  the  children  of  his  parifti.  And  on  one  of 
thefe  occafions  he  requefted  that  no  perfon  of  ma- 
turer  age,  who  ftood  in  need  of  inftrudlion,  would 
eftcem  it  a  difgrace  to  appear  in  the  number  of 
the  catechumens.  When  no  one  had  condefcenGon 
enough  to  occupy  fo  mean  a  ftation,  M.  de  la 
Flechere  left  his  feat,  and,  with  an  air  of  unaffedt- 
ed  modefty,  took  his  place  among  the  children ; 
giving  a  public  proof,  by  the  depth  of  his  humility, 
that  he  was  in  an  advanced  ftate  of  preparation  for 
the  highefl  degrees  of  exaltation. 

K  2  TRAIT 
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TRAIT     XIT. 

The  ingenuous  manner^    in  which  he  acknowledged 
and  repaired  his  errors, 

X  T  is  difficult  for  a  proud  man  to  confefs 
himfelf  in  an  error :  but  they,  who  are  pof- 
lefled  of  humility  and  love,  can  make  fuch 
aknowledgments  with  cheerfulnefs.  When  St. 
Paul  was  called  upon  to  juftify  his  condudl 
before  the  tribunal  of  the  jews,  the  fame  fpirit 
of  refentmcnt,  which  animated  his  perfecutors, 
fuddenly  feized  upon  the  more  paffionate  of 
his  judges  -,  when  the  High  Priefl-,  ftill  more 
exafperated  than  the  reft,  commanded  thofe  who 
ftood  near  Paul,  to  finite  him  on  the  mouth.  It 
was  in  that  moment  of  furprize  and  indigna- 
tion, that  the  apoftle,  unacquainted  with  the 
author  of  fo  indecent  a  proceeding,  and  not 
imagining  that  the  prefident  of  an  auguft  af- 
fembly  could  fo  far  forget  his  own  dignity, 
as  to  ad:  with  fo  reprehenfible  an  impetuofity, 
gave  this  fharp  reply  to  fo  unjuft  an  order ; 
God  Jliall  fmite  thee,  thou  whited  wall :  for  fittejt 
thou  to  judge  me  after  the  Law,  and  command- 
efi  me  to  be  fmitten  contrary  to  the  Law?  Im- 
mediately thofe  who  ftood  by,  reproaching  him 

with 
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with  his  apparent  dirrefpedful  carriage,  enquired 
with  the  iitmoft  indignation  j  Revikjl  thou  God's 
high  Priejl?  Here  the  apoftle,  far  from  juftify- 
ing  his  own  condudl,  in  refenting  the  fe verity 
of  a  judge,  who  had  degraded  hirnfelf  by  an 
adb  of  the  moft  flagrant  injuftice,  immediately 
acknowledged  his  error.  And  left  the  example 
he  had  given  fhould  encourage  any  perfon  to 
withhold  the  refped  due  to  a  magiftratc,  ftill 
more  refpedable  by  his  office  than  blameable 
by  his  rigorous  proceedings,  he  endeavoured 
to  make  inftant  reparation  for  his  involuntary 
offence,  by  citing  a  pertinent  pafTage  from  the 
law,  anfwering  with  all  meeknefs ;  /  wijl  noty 
brethren,  thai  he  was  the  high  Prieji :  for  it  is 
written.  Thou  Jlialt  not  [peak  evil  of  the  ruler  of 
thy  'people  (a). 

There  is  another  inftance  of  the  indifcretion 
and  candor  of  this  apoftle.  Paul  and  Barna- 
bas going  forth  to  publifti  the  Gofpel,  took 
for  their  companion  John  Mark,  the  nephew 
of  Barnabas.  That  young  evangelift,  however, 
ftaggered  by  the  dangers,  which  thofe  apoftles 
were  conftantly  obliged  to  encounter,  forfook 
them  at  Pamphilia  in  the  midft  of  their  pain- 
ful labors.  But  afterwards,  repenting  of  his 
K  3  former 

(a)  Aifts  xxiii.  2,  5. 
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former  irrefolution,  he  offered  to  accompany 
them  in  another  journey.  Barnabas,  who  had 
charity  enough  to  hope  all  things  of  his  nephew, 
wiihed  to  afford  him  a  fecond  trial  :  while  Paul, 
whoCe  prudence  taught  him  to  fear  every  thing 
from  a  young  man,  who  had  already  given  an 
indifputable  proof  of  his  inconftancy,  refufed 
his  confent.  At  length  the  two  apoftles,  un- 
able to  decide  the  matter  to  their  mutual  fatis- 
fadlion,  took  the  refolution  of  feparating  one 
from  another.  Paul  went  to  preach  the  Gofpel 
in  Syria  with  Silas  -,  while  Barnabas,  accom- 
panied by  his  nephew,  proceeded  to  proclaim 
Chrift  in  the  ifle  of  Cyprus.  Thus,  the  fe- 
parations  of  true  chriftians,  without  producing 
any  fchifm  in  the  church,  frequently  tend  to 
the  propagation  of  the  Gofpel. 

Time  alone  could  determine,  whether  Bar- 
nabas was  deceived  by  an  abundance  of  charity^ 
or  St.  Paul  through  an  excefs  of  prudence. 
The  event  turned  the  balance  in  favor  of  the 
judgment  of  Barnabas  :  the  conduft  of  John 
Mark,  on  this  fecond  miffion,  was  irreproachable. 
From  this  time  St.  Paul,  with  his  ufual  candor, 
forgetting  the  former  inftability  of  Mark,  placed 
the  utmoft  confidence  in  hitn,  received  him  with 
joy  as   the  companion  of  his  labors,    revoked 

the 
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the  order  he  had  formerly  given  refpeding  him, 
and  recommended  him  to  the  churches  as  a 
faithful  minifter.  Thus  much  may  be  inferred 
from  the  following  pafTige  in  his  epiftle  to  the 
Colodians  :  Anjlarchus  my  fellow -prifoncr  faluteth 
you,  and  Marcus,  fiftcr's  Jon  to  Barnabas,  touch- 
ing  whom  ye  received  commandments ;  //  he  come 
unto  you,   receive  him  ( b ) . 

Thus  the  fincere  followers  of  Chrift  are  ever 
anxious  to  repair  their  involuntary  faults  ;  faults 
which  we,  as  well  as  the  apoftles,  are  always 
cxpofed  to  the  commiffion  of,  and  which  fhould 
conftrain  us  to  fay,  with  St.  Paul;  Now  we 
know  things  and  perfons  in  part.  This  im- 
perfedion  in  our  knowledge  will  fometimes  pro- 
duce errors  in  our  judgment,  and  thofe  errors 
may  probably  influence  our  conduct.  But  if, 
in  thefe  failings,  there  is  no  mixture  of  malice  -, 
if  we  (in  through  ignorance,  and  in  the  in- 
tegrity of  our  hearts,  God  imputes  net  to  us 
thofe  errors  -,  provided  v,?e  are  always  prepar- 
ed, like  St.  Paul,  to  confefs  and  repair  them. 
To  err  is  the  lot  of  humanity :  obftinacy  in 
error  is  the  charadler  of  a  Demon  :  but  humbly 
to  acknowledge,  and  anxioufly  to  repair  an  error, 
is  to  exhibit  a  virtue  more  rare  and  valuable 
K  4  than 

(b)   Colof.  iv.    10. 
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than  innocence  itfelf,  when  accompanied  with 
any  degree  of  conceit  and  pride. 

They,  who  give  the  portraits  of  legendary 
faints,  generally  paint  them  without  a  fingle 
failing.  But  they,  who  willi  faithfully  to  imitate 
the  facred  authors,  are  obliged  to  employ  ftiades 
as  well  as  lights,  even  in  their  moft  celebrated 
pieces.  If  this  part  of  the  portrait  of  St.  Paul 
jfhould  not  appear  brilliant,  it  will  ferve,  at 
leaft',  to  manifeft  the  reality  of  the  original, 
the  liberality  of  the  apoftle,  and  the  fidelity 
of  the  painter. 

NOTE    XII. 

Whatever  follcitude  I  might  have  to  per- 
petuate the  memory  of  thofe  errors  and  failings,  which 
have  at  any  time  appeared  in  the  character  of  M. 
de  la  Flechere,  I  Ihould  be  uttedy  at  a  lofs  from 
what  quarter  to  coUedt  authentic  documents,  relative 
to  this  part  of  my  fubjeit.  Had  he  ever  fat  down 
to  a  fketch  of  his  own  life,  an  undertaking  to  which 
he  was  repeatedly  urged  by  a  multitude  of  his  friends, 
it  is  moft  probable  the  world  would  then  have  been 
prefented  with  a  large  detail  of  thofe  defects  and 
indifcretions,  which  were  fcarcely  apparent  to  any  eye 
but  his  own.  It  is  not  meant  to  be  irifmuared  here, 
that  M,  de  la  E|echere  was  entirely  free  from  thofe 

imperfeclions 
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imperfedions  and  infirmities,  by  which,  in  different 
degrees,  the  moil  exahed  characters  have  been  tinc- 
tured. But  it  may  be  fafely  affirmed,  that  thoie  few 
imperfections  were  fo  outnumbered  and  obfcured  by 
his  uncommon  excellencies,  that  they  could  not  long 
detain  the  eye,  even  of  malice  itfelf.  The  only  defe£l 
in  his  character,  which  ever  fixed  the  attention  even 
of  thofe,  who  may  be  fufpe6led  to  have  pafled  by 
his  merits  without  the  regard  they  deferved,  was  a 
certain  warmth  in  his  temper,  which  has  appeared 
upon  a  variety  of  occafions.  But  with  refpedt  to 
this  acknowledged  warmth,  it  muft  be  allowed  by  all, 
that  it  was  at  no  time  difcoverable  in  him,  except 
when  he  was  called  forth  to  a6l,  either  as  a  lover 
of  truth,  or  a  reprover  of  fin.  In  thefe  two  charac- 
ters, indeed,  he  conilantly  appeared  with  a  degree  of 
zeal,  which  gave  offence  to  many ;  but  which  was 
entirely  confiftent  with  his  high  reputation  for  meek- 
nefs  and  charity.  He  was  not  afliamed,  however, 
openly  to  confefs  and  bewail  this  apparent  defect ; 
and  if  ever  it  betrayed  him  into  an  error,  he  dif- 
covered  the  utmoft  folicitude,  till  he  could  make 
fome  luitable  reparation.  I  fliall  content  myfelfwith 
prefenting  the  reader  with  two  infiances  of  his  conduct 
in  this  particular. 

In  one  period  of  his  life,  he  ccnfidered  himfelf 
obliged  to  wield  the  controverfial  pen.  As  the  dif- 
pute  was  fuppofed  to  be  of  importance,  fo  it  was  of 
long  continuance,  and  maintained  on  all  fides  with 
a  confiderable  degree  of  warmth.     In  the  courfe  of 

th« 
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the  controverfy,  it  was  obje£ied  againfl:  our  author, 
that  he  ir.anaged  the  debate  with  an  acrimonious 
feverity,  which  was  equally  ill  adapted  both  to  the 
nature  of  his  caufe,  and  the  charaders  of  his  oppon- 
ents. Though  this  charge  might  have  been  retorted 
upon  fome  of  his  antagonifts  with  tenfold  force,  yet 
he  frankly  admitted  it  on  their  part,  and  flood  felf- 
abafed  amid  the  loudeft  plaudits  of  his  friends.  Be- 
fore the  difpute  was  completely  terminated,  his 
declining  ftate  of  health  obliged  him  to  quit  the 
kingdom,  with  very  little  hope  of  ever  vifiting  it 
again.  But  he  found  it  impofllble  to  do  this,  with- 
out giving  an  intimation  to  his  opponents,  that  he 
defired  nothing  fo  much  as  an  opportunity  of  em- 
bracing them  before  his  departure  ;  that,  all  do6lrinal 
differences  apart,  he  might  teftify  his  fincere  regret 
on  account  of  having  given  them  the  leaft  difplea- 
fure,  and  receive  from  them  fome  condefcending 
affurance  of  reconciliation  and  good-will.  Thofe  of 
his  antagonifts,  who  had  generofity  fufRcient  to  accept 
his  invitation,  were  equally  affeded  and  refrelhed 
by  the  folemn  interview  that  fucceeded.  And  fome 
of  them,  who  before  that  time  had  no  perfonal 
acquaintance  with  him,  exprefied  the  higheft  fatis- 
faction  at  being  introduced  to  the  company  of  one, 
whofe  air  and  countenance  befpoke  him  fitted  rather 
for  the  fociety  of  angels,  than  the  converfation  of 
men. 

A  fecond  inftance  of  the  manner  in  which  he 
acknowledged  and  repaired  his  errors,  is  as  follows. 
While  he   was  one  day   interring  a  corpfe,    he  was 

fuddenly 
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fuddenly  interrupted  in  his  duty,  by  a  voice  of 
execration  and  blafpheiriy.  Inftantly,  with  a  look 
of  holy  indignation,  he  turned  to  that  part  of  the 
multitude,  whence  the  voice  appeared  to  proceed ; 
and  fingling  out,  as  he  fuppofed,  the  guilty  perfon, 
he  publicly  rebuked  her  in  terms  as  fevere  as  the 
nature  of  the  offence  demanded.  After  the  fervice 
was  concluded,  he  received  information  that  his  rebuke 
had  been  improperly  diredled  —  When  he  immedi- 
ately recalled  the  people,  who  were  then  difperfrng 
from  tiie  grave  ;  and  pointing  to  the  perfon,  whom 
he  had  unwittingly  injured,  he  exprefled  the  utmoil 
concern  at  having  confounded  the  innocent  with 
the  guilty,  and  declared,  that  as  his  error  was  public, 
fo  he  defired  publicly  to  folicit  the  pardon  of  the 
offended  party. 

Thefe  may  ferve  as  fufficient  proofs  of  the  candid 
and  condefcending  manner,  in  which  M.  de  la  Fle- 
chere  was  accuftocned  to  acknowledge  and  repair 
thofe  unintentional  errors,  which  neither  his  wifdom 
ppr  his  piety  could  wholly  prevent. 


TRAIT 
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TRAIT       XIII. 

His  detejlation  of  parly-fpirit  and  divifions. 

While  the  fplrlt  of  the  world  is  con- 
fefledly  a  fplrit  of  particular  intereft,  pride, 
and  divifion ;  the  fpirit  of  true  religion  is 
manifefted,  among  its  fincere  profeflbrs,  as  a 
ipirit  of  concord,  humility,  and  brotherly  love. 
The  true  minifter,  animated  in  an  efpecial 
manner  by  this  divine  fpirit,  lofing  fight  of 
his  own  reputation  and  honor,  is  unweariedly 
engaged  in  feeking  the  glory  of  God,  and 
the  edification  of  his  neighbour.  PerfeAly  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  loweft  place,  and  diftinguifhed 
as  much  by  condefcenfion  to  his  brethren,  as 
by  refped  to  his  fuperiors,  he  is  ever  on  his 
guard  againft  that  fpirit  of  party,  which  is 
continually  feeking  to  difturb  the  union  of  the 
church,  whether  it  be  by  too  great  a  fond- 
nefs  for  particular  cuftoms,  by  an  obftinate  zeal 
for  any  fyftem  of  dodrines,  or  by  too  paffion- 
ate  an  attachment  to  fome  eminent  teacher. 

Without  perfecuting  thofe,  who  are  led  by 
fo  dangerous  a  fpirit,  the  good  paftor  em- 
ploys every  effort  to  reunite  them  under  the 

great 
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great  Head  of  the  church.  Arguhig  againft 
the  folly  of  fuch  as  are  ready  to  feparate  them- 
felves  from  the  company  of  their  brethren,  he 
takes  up  the  language  of  St.  Paul,  and  fays: 
O  foolijh  chriftians,  who  hath  bewitched  you  that 
ye  jliould  not  obey  the  truths  before  whofe  eyes 
Jefus  Chrijl  hath  been  evidently  fet  forth,  cruci- 
fied among  you  ?  Are  ye  fo  foolifh  f  having  begun 
in  the  Spirit,  are  ye  now  made  perfe£f  by  the 
flefJi  (a)  ?  Te  have,  indeed,  been  called  unto  liberty: 
only  life  not  liberty  as  an  occofion  to  the  flefJi,  but 
by  love  ferve  one  another.  For  all  the  Law  is 
fulfilled  in  one  word,  even  in  this  -,  Thou  fhalt  love 
thy  neighbour  as  thyfelf.  But  if  ye  bite  and  de^ 
I'our  one  another,  take  heed  that  ye  be  not  con- 
fumed  one  of  another.  Now  the  works  of  the  flefJi 
are  manifejl,  among  which  are  thefe,  hatred,  va- 
riance, emidations,  wrath,  ftrife,  feditions  and  here- 
fies :  of  the  which  I  tell  you  before,  as  I  have  alfo 
told  you  in  time  pcjl,  that  they  which  do  fuch 
things,  fhall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God.  But 
the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace,  long- 
fuffering,  gentlenefs,  faith,  meeknefs,  temperance. 
If  we  live  in  the  Spirit,  let  us  walk  in  the  Spirit. 
Let  us  not  he  defirous  of  vain  glory,  provoking 
one  another,  envying  one  another  (b).  There 
is  one  body,  and  one  Spirit,  even  as  ye  are  called 

in 
(a)  Gal.  iii.  1—3.  (b)  Gal.  v.  13—26. 
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in  one  hope  of  your  calling :  one  Lord,  one  faith^ 
one  baptifm,  one  God  and  Father  of  all,  who  is 
above  all,  and  through  all,  and  in  you  all.  En* 
deavour,  therefore,  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit 
in   the  bond  of  peace  (c). 

When  the  people  feek  to  honor  a  true  minif- 
ter,  by  placing  him  at  the  head  of  any  party 
in  the  church,  he  refufes  the  proffered  dig- 
nity with  a  humble  and  holy  indignation.  His 
foul  is  conftantly  penetrated  with  thofe  fenti- 
ments,  under  the  influence  of  which  the  apof- 
tle  Paul  thus  nobly  expreffed  himfelf:  I  feek 
not  mine  own  profit,  but  the  profit  of  many,  that 
they  may  be  faved  (d).  I  befeech  you,  brethren, 
by  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that  ye 
all  fpeak  the  fame  thing,  and  that  there  be  no 
divifions  among  you  •,  but  that  ye  be  perfeEily  joined 
together  in  the  fame  mind.  For  it  hath  been 
declared  unto  me,  that  there  are  contentions 
among  you  •,  and  that  cjery  one  of  you  faith,  I 
am  of  Paul,  and,  I  of  Apollos,  and,  I  of  Ce- 
phas, and,  I  of  Chrift.  But,  Is  Chrift  divided? 
was  Paul  crucified  for  you  ?  or  were  ye  bap- 
tized in  the  name  of  Paul  {t)?  Who  is  Paul, 
hut  a  minifter  by  whom  ye  believed?  Therefore 
let  no  man  glory  in  men,  whether  Paul,  or  Apol- 
los, 
(c)  Rph,  iv.  3~6.  (d)  I  Cor.  x.  33.  (e)  i  Cor.  i.  10,  13. 
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los^  or  Cephas  (f ) ;  but  rather  in  our  Lord  Jeftts 
Chrijl,  of  'ujhojn  the  whole  family  in  Heaven  and 
earth  is  named  (g). 

By  fuch  exhortations,  It  is,  and  by  main- 
taining, at  the  fame  time,  a  condud  conform- 
able to  the  nature  of  fuch  exhortations,  that 
every  faithful  minifter  endeavours  to  engage 
chriftians,  of  all  denominations,  to  wallc  toge- 
ther in  love,  as  Chrifl  alfo  walked  (h),  proving 
ivhat  is  acceptable  unto  the  Lord  (i),  and  fub- 
niitting  one  to  another  in  the  fear  of  God  (k), 
till  the  arrival  of  that  promifed  period,  when 
the  whole  company  of  the  faithful  fhall  be 
of  one  heart  and  one  mind. 

But  after  all  thefe  exertions  for  the  extir- 
pation of  a  feiflarian  fpirit  from  the  church, 
they  who  content  themfelves  with  the  exterior 
of  chriftianity,  as  the  pharifees  were  contented 
with  the  ceremonies  of  the  mofaic  worlhip, 
will,  fooner  or  later,  accufe  every  evangelical 
paftor  of  attempting  to  form  a  particular  fed. 
When  modern  pharifees  obferve  the  ftrid  union 
which  reigns  among  true  believers,  a  union, 
which  every  faithful   minifter  labors   to  eftab- 

lifh 

(f)  I  Cor.  Hi.  5,  21,  22,         (g)  Eph.  iii.  14,  15. 
(h)  Eph.  V.  2.  (i)  V.  10.         (k)  V.  II. 
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lifh  among  his  people,  as  well  by  example  as 
by  precept-,  when  they  behold  penitent  fin- 
ners  deeply  fenfible  of  their  guilt,  and  fre- 
quently aflembling  together  for  the  purpofe  of 
imploring  the  bleifmgs  of  wifdom,  righkoufnefs^ 
fanoiification,  and  redemption-^  they  immediately 
take  the  alarm,  and  cry  out  —  Thefe  men  do 
exceedingly  trouble  our  city,  teaching  cujioms,  which 
are  not  lawful  for  us  to  receive,  and  maintain- 
ing fuch  a  conduft  as  is  moft  inconvenient  for 
us  to  follow  (1). 

Happy  are  thofe  cities,  in  which  the  minif- 
ter  of  Chrift  is  able  to  difcover  a  Nicode- 
mus,  a  Gamaliel,  or  fome  worfhippers  pof- 
fefTed  of  as  much  candor  as  the  jews  of  Rome, 
who  defired  to  hear  what  the  perfecuted  Paul 
had  to  offer  in  behalf  of  that  newly-rifen  fed, 
which  was  everywhere  fpoken  againjl  (m).  Till 
this  amxiable  candor  fhall  univerfally  prevail 
among  the  nominal  members  of  the  church, 
true  chriflianity,  even  in  the  centre  of  Chriften- 
dom,  will  always  find  perverfc  contradidlion, 
and  fometimes  cruel  perfecution. 

(1)  AdlsxvL  20,  2  1.  (m)  Ads  xxvii.  Z2. 
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NOTE      XIII. 

JT  U  L  L  Y  perfuaded,  that  a  houfe  divided  againft  itjelf 
cannot  Jiandy  M,  de  la  Flecliere  was  anxious  to  main- 
tain a  ftate  of  uninterrupted  peace  and  unanimity  in 
the  houfehuid  of  God.  As  a  fellow-citizen  with  the 
faints,  he  confidered  himfelf  eflentially  interefted  in 
the  weal  or  woe  of  his  brethren,  and  was  conftantly, 
obferved,  either  mingling  his  tears  with  thofe  who 
wept,  or  triumphing  in  the  joy  of  fuch  as  rejoiced 
before  God.  Hence,  he  could  not  behold,  as  an  un- 
concerned fpeftator,  the  diftrefs,  to  which  the  church 
was  expofed  in  his  day,  and  the  diffentions,  by 
which  it  was  torn  in  pieces;  but  rather  as  a  true  dif- 
ciple  of  that  gracious  Redeemer,  who  loved  the  churchy 
and  gave  himfelf  for  it.  He  was  engaged,  indeed, 
in  thofe  great  debates,  which  difturbed  the  tranquil- 
lity of  the  religious  world  for  fo  long  a  fcafon ; 
and,  during  thofe  fharp  contefts,  he  appeared,  it  is 
true,  in  the  very  front  of  the  battle.  To  all  v/ho 
knew  him,  however,  it  was  fufficiently  evident,  that 
he  entered  not  into  the  conflict  with  any  defign, 
either  to  fignalize  himfelf,  or  to  eftablifli  the  reputation 
of  a  party  j  but  rather  to  confirm  and  build  up  the 
church  in  her  moft  holy  faith.  Zeal  for  God  con- 
ftrained  him,  upon  this  occafion,  to  take  up  a  crofs, 
which  he  regarded  as  almoft  infupportable ;  and 
when  he  came  forth  from  the  retirement  he  loved, 
in  the  character  of  a  public  difputant,  he  came  forth 
with  the  language  of  the  evangelical  prophet  in  his 
Vol.  I.  L  mouth  : 
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mouth  :  For  Zion's  fake  'will  I  not  hold  my  peace,  and 
for  'JerufalenCs  Jake  will  I  not  rejl,  until  the  righ- 
teoufncfs  thereof  go  forth  as  bright nefs,  and  the  falva^ 
iion  thereof,  as  a  lamp  that  burneth.  His  attacks 

were  conftantly  dire£^ed,  not  againft  the  leaders  of 
any  particular  fed,  but  againft  the  errors  of  every 
fe£t :  and,  in  carrying  on  thefe  attacks,  he  mani- 
fefted  a  degree  of  impartiality  and  candor,  which 
few  have  ever  difcovered  in  fimilar  circumrtances. 
While  he  cautioufly  expofed  the  apparent  miftakes 
of  his  opponents,  he  put  his  own  religious  opinions 
to  a  fiery  trial -,  and  whatever  was  unable  to  ftand 
the  fevered:  tefl,  he  confidered  as  no  better  than 
vanity  and  drofs.  Like  the  apoftle  Paul,  he  could  do 
nothing  knowingly  againjl  the  truth,  but  for  the  truth: 
and  on  whatever  Hde  this  was  difcoverable,  he  fa- 
luted  it  with  all  that  refpecl  and  veneration,  which 
effeflually  dillinguifhed  him  as  a  lover  of  truth. 

Through  the  whole  of  the  conteft  he  treated  his 
opponents  with  much  deference  and  regard,  cordially 
acknowledging  them  as  brethren  in  Chrift,  and  cori- 
fiantly  mentioning  them  as  perfons,  vvhofe  piety  and 
zeal  could  fcarcely  be  paralleled.  He  ardently  defired 
to  embrace  them,  as  his  coinpanions  in  the  kir.gdom  and 
patience  of  their  common  matter;  and.  as  a  ftand- 
ing  proof  of  his  pacific  difpofition  toward  them,  one 
of  the  laft  piece^  he  publilhed  in  tlie  controverfy  was 
entitled.  The  Reconciliation :  a  work,  in  which  he 
urged  the  ftrongeft  motives  to  charity  and  concord, 
endeavouring,  by  every  poflible  means,  to  prevail  with 
the  profefling  part  of  the  vvorldj  to  keep  the  unity  of  the 

fpirit 
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fpirit  in  the  bond  of  peace.'  The  following  paflage, 
feleded  from  that  work,  will  fufficiently  evince  his 
utter  deteftation  of  party-fpirit  and  divifions  in  the 
chriftian  church.  "  Come  with  me,  my  calvinian 
"  and  arminian  brethren,  to  the  temple  of  Peace, 
"  where  the  Lord's  banner  over  you  will  be  love^  and 
"  his  mercy  will  co:Hfort  you  on  every  fide.  If  there  be, 
"  therefore^  any  conflation  in  Chri/i^  if  any  comfort 
*'  of  love,  if  any  feliowflnp  of  the  Spirit,  if  any  bowels 
"  and  mercies  ;  fdfit  ye  the  joy  of  all,  vjho  wi/}}  S  ion's 
"  pfofperity  :  Be  like  minded,  having  the  fame  love, 
*'  being  of  one  accord,  of  one  mind,  fubmitting  yourf elves 
**  one  to  another  in  the  fear  of  God.  He  is  my  record 
"  how  greatly  I  long  after  you  all  in  the  bowels  of 
"  J^f^^  Chrifl,  in  whom  there  is  neither  Greek  nor 
"  Jew,  bond  nor  free,  neither  calvinift  nor  arminian, 
*'  but  Chrijl  is  all  in  all,  .My  heart  is  enlarged: 
**  for  a^  recompenfe  in  the  fame,  be  ye  afo  enlarged, 
"  and  grant  me  my  humble  —  perhaps  my  -dying 
"  requefl: :  reject  not  my  plea  for  peace.  If  it  be 
"  not  ftrong,  it  is  earneft  ;  for  (confidering  my 
"  bodily  weaknefs)  I  write  at  the  hazard  of  my  life ; 
"  animamque  in  vulnere  pono," 

Such  was  the  catholic  fpirit  difcovered  by  t!iis 
great  man,  in  the  warmeft  of  his  religious  conten- 
tions ;  fuch  was  the  forbearance  and  afFetStion,  which 
he  conftantly  exercifed  toward  the  moft  zealous  of 
his  oppofers ;  and  fuch  was  his  anxious  concern, 
that  every  inferior  name  might  be  loft  in  that  ex- 
alted name,  by  which  alone  the  world  can  be  faved. 

L  2  TRAIT 
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TRAIT       XIV. 

His  rejeSiion  of  praife. 

jL  he  minifter  of  the  prefent  day  labors, 
chiefly,  with  a  view  to  his  own  advantage  and 
honor.  He  endeavours  to  pleafe,  that  he  may 
be  admired  of  men.  He  loves  the  chief  feats 
in  fynagogues^  public  greetings,  and  honorable 
titles  (a) :  thus,  tacitly  challenging,  by  his  un- 
reafonable  pretenfions  to  the  refpedt  and  homage 
of  men,  a  part  of  that  glory,  which  is  due  to 
God  alone. 

A  totally  different  charader  is  maintained  by 
the  true  minifter.  His  difcourfes,  his  adlions, 
his  look,  his  deportment,  all  agree  to  fay,  Not 
unto  uSi  0  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  unto  ihy  name 
give  glory,  for  thy  mercy,  and  for  thy  truth^s 
fake  (b).  If  the  arm  of  the  Omnipotent  enables 
him  to  perform  any  extraordinary  work,  which 
the  multitude  do  not  immediately  refer  to  the 
Author  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift,  he  cries  out 
with  St.  Peter  •,  Why  look  ye  fo  earneftly  on  uSy 
(IS  though  by  our  own  power  or  holinefs  we  had 
performed,  what  appears  to  excite  your  aftonifh- 

ment  ? 
(a)  Matt,  xxiii.  6,  7.  (h)  Plalm  cxv.  i. 
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ment  ?  The  God  of  our  fathers  hath^  upon  this 
occafion,  glorified  his  Son  Jefus :  and  the  faith 
which  is  by  hiyn^  hath  effefted  this  extraordinary 
work  in  the  prefence  of  you  all  (c).  On 

all  occafions  he  can  fay,  with  the  great  apoftle : 
T)o  I  feek  to  pleafe  men  ?  if  I  yet  pleafed  men, 
unlefs  for  their  edification,  /  fliould  not  be  the 
fervant  of  Chrifl  (d).  With  me  it  is  a  very  fmall 
things  that  I  fhould  be  judged  of  you,  or  of  man's 
judgment  {t).  But  as  we  were  allowed  of  God  to 
be  put  in  trufl  with  the  Gofpel,  even  fo  we  fpeak, 
not  as  pleaftng  men,  but  God,  who  trieth  our  hearts. 
Neither  at  any  time  ufed  we  flattering  words,  as 
ye  know :  nor  of  men  fought  we  glory,  neither  of 
you,  nor  yet  of  others  (f ).  By  fuch  a  condud 
he  diftinguifhes  hirrifelf  as  a  faithful  ambafTador 
of  the  blefled  Jefus,  who  exprefled  himfelf  in 
the  following  lowly  terms  to  thofe,  who  had 
reproached  him  with  a  fpirit  of  felf- exaltation  : 
/  do  nothing  of  myfelf,  but  as  my  father  hath 
taught  me,  I  fpeak  thefe  things.  I  feek  not  mine 
own  glory  :  there  is  one  that  feeketh  and  judgeth. 
If  I  honor  myfelf,  my  honor  is  nothing.  It  is  my 
Father  that  honoreth  me  -,  of  whom  ye  fay,  that 
He  is  your  God  (g). 

L  3  There 

(c)  Ads  iii.  12,  13,  16.  (d)  Gal.  i.  10. 

(e)  1  Cor.  iv.  3.  (f)  I  Thefl*.  ii.  4,  6. 

(g)  John  viii.  28,  i;o,  54. 
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There  may  be  peculiar  cafes,  in  which  j? 
miniftring  fervant  of  God  may  be  allowed  to 
call  upon  chriftians,  for  a  public  teftimony  of 
their  approbation  •,  and  when  this  is  refufed, 
he  is  juftified  in  modeftly  calling  their  atten- 
tion to  every  paft  proof  of  his  integrity  and 
zeal.  Tlius,  St.  Paul,  as  a  proper  means  of 
maintaining  his  authority  among  the  Corinthians, 
who  had  manifefted  an  unjuft  partiality  toward 
teachers  of  a  very  inferior  order,  entered  into 
a  long  detail  of  thofe  revelations  and  labors, 
which  gave  him  a  more  than  ordinary  claim 
to  the  refped  of  every  church.  But,  when- 
ever he  commended  himfelf,  he  did  it  with 
the  utmoft  reludlance,  as  one  conftrained,  by 
the  peculiarity  of  his  circumftances,  to  ad  in 
immediate  contrariety  to  his  real  difpofition. 
Hence,  when  he  recounts  the  particular  fa- 
vors, with  which  God  had  honored  him,  he 
fpeaks  in  the  third  perfon,  as  of  another  man : 
Of  fuch  a  om  will  I  glory  •,  yet  of  myfelf  I  will 
not  glory ^  hut  in  mine  infirmities  (h).  For  we 
dare  not  make  curfelves  of  the  number  of  thofe, 
who  commend  themfehes,  meafuring  themfelves  by 
themfehes,  without  any  reference  to  the  excel- 
lent graces  and  endowments  of  others.  But 
he  that  glorieth,  let  him  glory  in  the  Lord.     For 

not 
(h)  2  Cor.  xii.  5. 
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not  he  that  connnendeth  himfelf  is  approved,   but 
whom  the  Lord  commendeth  (i). 

Nothing  affords  greater  fatisfadlon  to  falfe 
apoftles,  than  commendation  and  praife ;  while 
the    true    minifter    fhrinks   with   horror  from 
thofe  very  honors,   which  they  affume  all  the 
forms  of  Proteus  to  obtain.     When  the  mul- 
titude,   led    by  their    admiration   of  a  faithful 
preacher,    follow    him    with   unfuitable   expref- 
fions   of  applaufe,    he   meets    them    with    un- 
feigned indignation,  arrefts  their  impious  plau- 
dits,   and    rejedts    their    idolatrous    adulations, 
crying  out  with  St.  Paul  —  Sirs!  why  do  ye  thefe 
things?  we  aljo  are  men  of  like  pajfions  with  you, 
and  preach   unto  you,   that  ye  Jhould  turn  from 
thefe  vanities  unto  the  living  God  (k).     We  are 
neither  the  way,    the  truth,    nor  the  life:   but 
we  point    you   to   that  way,    which    the   truth 
has  difcovered,  and  through  which  eterfial  life 
may  be  obtained,  intreating  you  to  walk  therein 
with  all  fimplicity  and  meeknefs.     And  remem- 
ber that,   infread  of  affedling  in  our  difcourfes 
that  vain  wifdom,   which  the  world  fo   paffion- 
ately  admires,   we    faithfully  proclaim    Chrift  : 
and,  to  humble  us   the  more  before  God  and 
man,  we  preach  Chrift  crucified  (1). 

L  4  By 

(i)  2  Cor.  X,  12,  1 8.         (k)  Aflsxiv.  13.  15. 
(1)  I  Cor.  i   23. 
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By  this  humble  carriage  the  miniftnng  dif- 
ciples   of  Chrift   are   principally   known.      By 
this  they  copy  the    amiable  example  of  John 
the   baptift,   who   cheerfully  humbled  himfelf, 
tliat    Chriil  might  be  exalted  ;    crying  out  in 
the    language    of  that   felf- renouncing   teacher 
— Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,    which  taketh  away 
the  fin  of  the  world !   There  flandeth  one  among 
you,  whor.i  ye  know  not,   whofe  flioes   latchet  we 
are  not  worthy  to  unloofe.    We  baptize  with  water: 
but  he  baptizeth  with  the  Holy  Ghcfi,      Beware 
then  of  entertaining  too  high  an  idea  of  our 
miniftry,  and  remember,  that  He  mufi  increafe 
in  your  eftimation,  hut  we  mufi  decreafe  (m). 

After  beholding  John  the  baptift,  who  was 
accounted  greater  than  any  of  the  prophets, 
abafing  himfelf  in  the  prefence  of  Chrift;  and 
after  hearing  St.  Paul,  who  was  far  fuperior 
to  the- Baptift,  exclaiming  in  the  humility  of 
his  foul — /  live  not  •,  but  Chrifi  liveth  in  me — 
how  can  we  fufficiently  exprefs  our  aftonifti- 
ment  at  the  condud  of  thofe  titular  apoftles, 
who  either  fet  up  a  vain  philofophy  in  the 
place  of  Chrift,  or  employ  the  crofs  of  their 
Lord,  as  a  kind  of  pedeftal,  for  the  fupport  of 
thofe  fplendid  monuments,  by  which  their  pride 

is 
(m)  John  i.  26,  33.     iii.  30. 
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is  endeavouring  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of 
their  eloquence.  Self- conceited  orators! 

When  i"hall  we  rank  you  with  the  faithful  mi- 
jiifters  of  the  humble  Jefus  ?  When  fhall  we 
behold  the  charader  you  have  aflumed,  and  the 
condu6t  you  maintain,  fweetly  harmonizing  with 
each  other  ?  When  fhall  we  hear  you  addreffing 
your  flocks,  with  the  unaffefled  fimplicity  and 
'condefcenfion  of  the  great  apoftle  :  fVe  preach 
not  our/elves,  hut  Chrijl  Jefus  the  Lord;  md^ 
far  from  elevating  ourfelves  above  you,  on 
account  of  the  commiiTion  we  have  received, 
vurfehes  your  fervants  for  Jefus  fake  {n)?  Then 
we  might,  with  propriety,  falute  you,  as  hum- 
ble imitators  of  St.  Paul,  as  zealous  minifters 
of  the  Gofpel,  and  as  faithful  fervants  of  that 
condefcending  Saviour,  who  came  not  to  be 
minifiered  unto^  but  to  minijler  (o). 

NOTE      XIV. 

J\.  M  O  N  G  all  the  candidates  for  human  praife, 
there  is  none  more  confpicuous  than  the  man,  who 
exhibits  his  pretenfions  to  applaufe  from  the  pulpit. 
Difhonorable  as  it  is  to  the  caufe  of  chriflianity, 
the  place,  from  which  humility  and  fcif-denial  were 
formerly   recommended   to   the  world,   is  frequendy 

employed 

(n)  2  Cor.  iv.  5.  (o)  Matt.  xx.  28. 
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employed  by  modem  divines,  as  a  ftage,  for  the 
oilentatious  difplay  of  their  fuperior  parts  and  ac- 
compli!>.ments.  Preferring  the  praife  of  men,  before 
the  honor  that  cometh  from  God,  multitudes  of 
paflors  are  more  felicitous  to  be  ranked  with  profound 
theologifts,  elegant  fcholars,  and  mafters  of  elocution, 
than  to  be  numbered  among  the  zealous  and  un- 
afFefted  preachers  of  the  everlafling  Gofpel.  They 
court  the  applaufe  of  the  world,  by  feeking  after 
fuch  qualifications  as  will  naturally  recommend  them 
to  its  favor ;  while  they  fecure  themfelves  from  its 
reproaches,  by  carefully  avoiding  whatever  might 
tend  to  degrade  them  in  its  eftimation.  In  fhort, 
they  are  abundantly  more  felicitous  for  the  advance ' 
ment  of  their  own  reputation,  than  for  the  honor  of 
their  mafter,  or  the  increafe  of  his  Kingdom. 

Between  paftors  of  this  defcription  and  M.  de  la 
Flechere,  the  moft  diftant  refemblance  was  not  to 
be  difcovered.  The  favor  of  God  was  his  ultimate 
aim  through  life  j  and,  for  the  polTeflion  of  fo  in- 
valuable a  privilege,  he  was  content  to  forego  the 
riches,  the  fricndfliip,  and  even  the  good  opinion, 
of  the  world.  Defpifmg  the  common  purfuits  of 
men,  he  afpired  after  that  true  greatnefs,  which  never 
yet  excited  the  envy  of  the  mighty,  or  tlie  emula- 
tion of  the  ambitious.  JV'ojtfoever  things  are  purcy 
zvhatfoever  things  are  lovely^  whatfoevcr  ihhigs  are  of 
good  report^  in  fuch  things  he  was  daily  and  diligently 
occupied  ;  not  that  the  report  of  his  virtues  might 
raifc  his  reputation  among  men,  but,  rathtrr,  that  he 

might 
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might  become  an  example  to  the  believers,  in  word, 
in  converfation,  in  charity,  in  faith,  in  fpirit,  in  purity. 
Though  few  men  have  ever  had  fo  juft  a  claim  as 
himfelf  to  univerfal  'approbation,  yet  no  man  ever 
appeared  fo  perfectly  deaf  to  the  Syren  voice  of 
admiration  and  praife.  He  permitted  nothing  to  be 
related  in  his  pref<:nce,  that  apparently  tended  to  his 
advantage.  He  could  hear  his  adions  cenfured,  his 
opinions  condemned,  and  his  charafter  traduced, 
with  an  allonilhing  degree  of  filent  compofure.  But 
if  at  any  time  his  virtues  or  abilities  v/ere  mentioned, 
with  the  leaft  appearance  of  refped,  he  would  in- 
llantly  put  a  Hop  to  the  converfation,  with  an  air 
of  feverity,  which  he  feldom  aflumed  upon  any  other 
occafion.  On  matters  of  this  nature,  he  refolutely 
refufed  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  charmer,  with  what- 
ever difcretion  and  delicacy  the  fubjecl  might  be 
attempted.  He  counted  himfelf  no  better  than  an 
unprotitable  fervant ;  and,  as  fuch,  it  was  an  in- 
variable rule  with  him,  in  every  company,  to  take 
the  lowed  feat,  which  he  occupied,  not  as  a  man, 
who  was  confcious  that  iiis  merits  entitled  him  to 
a  more  honorable  place,  but  rather  as  one,  who  con- 
fidered  himfelf  unworthy  the  favor  of  God,  or  the 
notice  of  man. 

As  an  ambajGTador  of  Jefus  Chrift,  he  fought  not 
his  own  honor,  but  the  honor  of  him  that  feat 
him.  Neither  exalted  by  the  grace  he  had  re- 
ceived, nor  elated  with  his  fuccefs  in  the  miniftry, 
be   ftill   opened   his    com  million    in^  every   place,    in 

the 
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the  lowly  manner  of  the  great  apoftle  :  Unto  me, 
who  am  lefs  than  the  leaji  of  all  faints^  is  this  grace 
given,  that  I  Jhould  preach  the  v.nfearchahle  riches  of 
Chrijl,  He  counted  nothing,  either  upon  his  attain- 
ments, or  his  talents.  Inftead  of  endeavouring  to 
make  a  pompous  difplay  of  his  excellencies,  he  ftu- 
dioufly  concealed  them  from  the  notice  of  the  world : 
and  whether  he  was  engaged  in  planting  with  Paul, 
or  in  watering  with  Apollcs,  he  fought  to  turn 
every  eye  from  the  perfon  of  the  laborer,  to  the 
prefence  of  that  God,  who  alone  can  give  the  in- 
creafe.  Far  from  courting  the  applaufe  of  a  world 
in  which  his  Lord  had  been  publicly  defpifed  and 
rejedled,  he  was  fincerely  difpofed  to  drink  of  the 
cup,  and  to  be  baptized  with  the  baptifm,  of  his 
mafter.  Inftead  of  toiling  for  the  triumphs  of  vain 
glory,  he  inured  himfelf  to  bear  the  reproach  of 
the  crofs  ;  and  inftead  of  foliciting  the  fmiles  of  the 
world,  he  prepared  himfelf  to  endure  the  contradic- 
tions of  ftnners.  Fully  perfuaded,  that  it  is  enough 
for  the  difciple  that  he  be  as  his  mafler^  he  fought 
after  an  entire  conformity  to  the  mind  and  charac- 
ter of  his  Lord.  Though  formed  to  prefide,  he  vo- 
luntarily took  upon  himfelf  the  form  of  a  fervant, 
and  fubmittcd  to  the  loweft  offices  of  condefcenfion 
and  charity.  Though  capable,  as  a  preacher,  of  fix- 
ing the  attention  and  raifing  the  admiration  of  the 
multitude,  he  abfolutely  renounced  all  pretenfions 
to  regard,  and  modeftly  made  himfelf  of  no  repu- 
tation. As  a  proof  that  he  was  not  ambitious, 
cither  of  the   uppcrmoft  feats  in   fynagogues,  or  of 

honorable 
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honorable  falutations  in  places  of  public  refort,  he 
labored  for  the  church  in  a  ftate  of  comparative 
retirement  and  obfcurity  :  manifeftly  evidencing  to  all 
around  him,  that  he  came  not  to  be  minijiercd  iintoy 
but   to  min'tjier.  In   this  unenvied   fituation   of 

his  choice,  he  fpent  the  laborious  days  of  a  ufefui 
life^  ai  unknoiurty  yet  ivell-knoivn  ;  as  forroivful^  yet 
always  rejoicing ;  as  poor^  yet  making  many  rich ;  as 
having  nothing,  and  yet  poffejfing  all  things.  Thus, 

by  a  patient  continuance  in  vjell-doing,  he  fought  for 
glory^  honor,,  and  immortality,  unnoticed  by  the  ambi- 
tious and  the  vain,  but  eminently  confpicuous  among; 
fhofe,  whofe  praife  is  not  of  men,  hut  of  God, 


T  R  A  I  T 
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TRAIT      XV. 

His  tiniverfal  love. 


T. 


RUE  chriftians  are  diftinguillied  from 
Jews,  Mahometans,  and  all  other  worfhippers, 
by  that  fpirit  of  univerfal  love,  which  is  the 
chief  ornament  and  glory  of  their  profeflion. 
But  among  evangelical  paftors  this  holy  dif- 
pofition  "appears  in  a  more  eminent  degree. 
They  feel  for  the  yiconliderate  and  the  finful 
that  tender  compaiTion,  of  which  Chrift  has 
left   us  an    example.  Their    condud  an- 

fwers  to  that  beautiful  defcription  of  chanty, 
with  which  St.  Paul  prefented  the  Corinthian 
church,  and  which  may  be  confidered  as  an 
emblematical  reprefentation  of  his  own  charac- 
ter, from  the  time  of  his  converfion  to  the 
chriftian  faith.  Univerfal   love  is   that 

invigorating  fap,  which,  pafling  from  the  true 
vine  into  its  feveral  branches,  renders  them 
fruitful  in  every  good  work.  But  this  divine 
principle  circulates  through  chofen  minifters, 
with  peculiar  force,  and  in  more  than  ordi- 
nary abundance,  as  fo  many  principal  boughs, 
by  which  a  communication  is  opened  between 
the  root  and  the  lefTcr  branches. 

The 
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The  faithful  pa(^or  entertains  an  affecTiing 
remembrance  of  thofe  benevolent  expreilions, 
which  the  good  Shepherd  addrefled  to  the  apof- 
tle  Peter,  and,  in  the  perfon  of  that  apoftle, 
to  all  his  fucceflbrs  in  the  miniftry,  repeating 
them  even  to  the  third  time:  Lovejl  thou  me? 
Feed  my  Jlieep.  As  though  he  had  faid, 
the  greateft  proof  you  can  poflibly  give  of 
your  unfeigned  attachment  to  me,  is,  to  cheri/K 
the  fouls,  which  I  have  redeemed,  and  to 
make  tiiem  the  objedls  of  your  tendered:  re- 
gard. Such  is  the  affedionate  precept, 
which  every  faithful  minifter  has  received  toge- 
ther with  his  facred  commiffion,  and  to  which 
he  yields  a  more  ready  and  cheerful  obedience, 
from  a  firm  dependance  upon  the  following 
folemn  declaration  of  his  gracious  mafter  — 
WJun  the  Son  of  man  fliall  come  in  his  glory,  he 
Jliall  fay  to  all  the  children  of  love,  Verily  I 
fay  unto  you,  inafmuch  as  ye  have  done  good  unto 
one  of  the  leaf  of  thefe  my  brethren,  whether 
their  wants  were  corporeal  or  fpiritual,  ye  have 
done  it  unto  me  (a). 

The  love  of  the  evangelical  paftor,  like  that 
of  St.  Paul,  is  unbounded.  God,  faith  that 
charitable  apoftle,  iiill  have  all  men  to  be  faved, 

and 
(a)  Alatt.  XXV.  31,  40. 
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and  to  come  unto  the  knowledge  of  the  truth:  I 
exhort^  tJurefore,  that  fupplications,  prayers,  inter' 
cejfions,  and  giving  of  thanks,  be  made  for  all 
men:  for  this  is  good  and  acceptable  in  the  fight 
of  God  our  Saviour  (b).  But  not  content  with 
fubmitting  to  the  exhortation  of  St.  Paul,  with 
refped  to  the  duty  of  univerfal  prayer,  he 
endeavours  to  copy  the  example  of  that  apof- 
tie,  in  laboring  for  the  falvation  of  all  men  : 
/  am  made  all  things  to  all  men,  that  I  might 
hy  all  means  fave  fome  (c).  Being  by  re- 

generation a  partaker  of  the  divine  nature  (d), 
he  bears  a  lovely,  though  humble  refemblance 
to  his  Heavenly  Parent,  whofe  chief  perfe6tion 
is  Love.  Like  the  High  Prieft  of  his  pro- 
fefllon,  he  breathes  nothing  but  charity,  and 
like  the  Father  of  lights,  he  makes  the  fun 
of  his  beneficence  to  rife  upon  all  men.  To 
defcribe  this  lefTer  fun  in  its  unlimited  courfe, 
and  to  point  out  the  admirable  variety,  with 
which  it  diftributes  its  light  and  its  heat,  is 
to  delineate  with  precifion  the  charader  of  a 
faithful  paftor. 


(b)   1  Tim.  ii.  4.  (c)   i   Cor.  ix.  22. 

(d)  2  Pet.  i.  4. 


NOTE 
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NOTE      XV. 

-/^  E  that  dwelleth  in  love  dwelleth  in  God.,  and  God  in 
him.  This  diftinguifhing  mark  of  an  indwelling  Deity 
was  ftrikingly  apparent  in  the  perfon  and  charadter 
of  M.  de  la  Flechere.  His  perfon  prefeated  the 
fairefl:  indications,  and  his  charadler  afforded  the 
ftrongeft  teftimonies,  of  benevolence  and  charity.  His 
love  was  free  and  uncon fined,  uninterrupted  by  pre- 
judice, and  unmixed  with  fufpicion.  He  had  a  place 
in  his  large  and  generous  heart  for  perfons  of  every 
defcription.  He  confidered  himfelf  as  related  to  the 
inhabitants  of  every  nation,  and  conne£led  with  the 
members  of  every  church  j  appearing,  in  every  fenfe, 
as  a  citizen  of  the  world,  honoring  the  whole  hu- 
man race  as  the  offspring  of  God,  and  encircling 
them'  all  with  the  arms  of  brotherly  affection,  how- 
ever diftinguifhed  from  one  another  by  fituation  or 
endowments,  opinions  or  habits.  He  never  left  his 
beloved  retirement,  which  was  rendered  facred  by 
converfe  v(/ith  the  highefl:  obje6l  of  his  affections, 
unlefs  he  was  called  abroad  upon  errands  of  kindnefs 
and  mercy.  And  whenever  he  came  forth  into  the 
world,  he  looked  upon  all  around  him,  with  an 
air  of  benignity,  and  a  glow  of  affection,  which 
ftrongly  marked  him  as  a  follower  of  that  God, 
who  is  loving  unto  every  man^  and  whofe  jnercy  is  over 
all  his   works,  Inftead  of   enquiring  with   the 

lawyer  in  the  Gofpel,  JFho  is  my  neighbour  ?  he 
Vol.  I.  M  a^ed 
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a(^ed  like  the  good  Samaritan,  treating  even  the 
Granger  and  the  outcaft,  as  he  journeyed  through 
life,  with  the  kindnefs  of  a  neiglibour,  the  fympathy 
of  a  friend,  and  the  tendernefs  of  a  brother.  While 
felf-love  may  be  likened  to  a  ftagnant  lake,  th^ 
charity  of  this  felf-renouncing  paftor  may  be  fitly 
compared  to  a  copious  river,  which,  after  enriching 
a  multitude  of  towns,  villages,  and  hamlets,  and  after 
fertilizing  a  thoufand  fields,  lofes  itfelf  in  the  bofom 
of  the  ocean,  from  whence  it  fprung.  And  here  it 
tnay  be  properly  obferved,  that  this  noble  current 
was  fufiiciently  deep  to  fuftain  any  burden,  and  fuf- 
ficiently  rapid  to  force  itfelf  a  paflage  through  every 
obftrudion. 

His  love  was  without  dijjimulationy  not  in  ivord^ 
neither  in  tongue.^  hut  in  deed  and  in  truth.  It  was 
larger  than  his  largeft  profefTions,  and  appeared,  on 
different  occafions,  in  a  vaft  variety  of  forms,  in 
condefcenfion,  in  compaffion,  in  hofpitality,  in  for- 
bearance, in  kindnefs,  and  in  liberality.  By  thefe 
benevolent  difpofitions,  together  with  thofe  afFeclion- 
ate  labors,  in  which  he  was  conftantly  employed,  he 
gave  the  mofl:  convincing  proofs,  that  he  was  rooted 
and  grounded  in  that  univerfal  lovey  which  is  the 
fulfilling  of  the  whole  laiv. 


TRAIT 
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TRAIT     XVI. 

His  particular  love  to  the  faithful. 


Ti 


HE  univerfal  love  of  the  true  minifter 
manifefts  itfelf  in  a  particular  manner,  accord- 
ing to  the  different  fituations  of  thofe,  who 
are  the  objefts  of  it.  When  he  finds  the 
whole  conduct  of  profeffing  chriftians  conform- 
able to  the  nature  of  their  facred  profefTion, 
he  loves  them  with  a  pure  heart  fervently  (a)  ; 
and  giving  way  to  the  effufions  of  a  holy  joy, 
he  expreiles  his  affe6lion  in  words  like  thefe : 
Brethren^  we  are  comforted  over  you,  in  all  our 
ajfiffion  and  dijlrefs,  by  your  faith:  for  now  we 
live,  if  ye  fland  fajl  in  the  Lord,  And  what 
thanks  can  we  render  to  God  for  you,  for  all  the 
joy,  wherewith  we  joy  for  your  fakes  before 
God  (b)  /  In  thefe  exprefTions  of  St.  Paul 

an  aftonifhing  degree  of  affedlion  is  difcovered. 
Now  we  live — as  though  he  had  faid,  We  have 
a  two- fold  life,  the  principal  life,  which  we  re- 
ceive immediately  from  Chrift,  and  an  acceffory 
life,  which  we  derive  from  his  members,  through 
the  medium  of  brotherly  love.  And  fo  deeply 
M  2  are 

(a)  I  Pet.  i.  22.  (b)  i  TheflT.  ill.  7,  9. 
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are  we  interefted  in  the  concerns  of  our  bre- 
thren, that  we  are  fenfibly  affedted  by  the  varia- 
tions they  experience  in  their  fpiritual  ftate, 
through  the  power  of  that  chriftian  fympathy, 
which  we  are  unable  to  defcribe.  Thus,  when 
fin  has  detached  any  of  our  brethren  from 
Chrift,  and  feparated  them  from  the  body  of 
the  faithful,  we  are  penetrated  with  the  moft 
fincere  diftr^fs  :  and,  on  the  contrary,  whenever 
they  become  more  affedionately  connefled  with 
us,  and  more  intimately  united  to  Chrift,  our 
common  Head,  our  fpirits  are  then  fenfibly 
refrefhed,  and  invigorated  with  new  degrees  of 
life  and  joy. 

Reader,  doft  thou  underlland  this  language  ? 
Haft  thou  felt  the  power  of  this  chriftian  fym- 
pathy ?  Or  has  thy  faith  never  yet  produced 
thefe  genuine  fentiments  of  brotherly  love  ? 
Then  thou  haft  fpoken  as  a  perfon  equally 
deftitute  of  fenfibility  and  truth,  whenever  thou 
haft  dared  to  fay — /  believe  in  the  communion 
of  faints, 

NOTE     XVI. 

X  O  love  any  thing,  which  in  itfelf  is  unamla- 
ble  and  impure,  is  altogether  contrary  to  the  fpirit 
and  profeflion  of  chriftianity.    The  pure  in  heart  are 

enabled 
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enabled  to  difcover  fomething  of  God  in  every  man  : 
and  as  the  Deity  is  the  fupreme  objefl  of  their 
afFeclions,  their  love  to  every  particular  perfon  is  in 
proportion  to  the  different  degrees,  in  which  they 
feverally  fhadow  forth  the  excellencies  and  perfeftion 
of  the  Creator,  Hence,  though  M,  de  la  Flcchere 
could  look  upon  every  individual  of  the  human 
race  with  emotions  of  benevolence  and  charity,  yet 
he  was  in  an  efpecial  manner  attached  to  fuch  as 
were  of  the  houfehold  of  faith.  In  thofe^  he  difcovered 
the  image  of  the  i  ^eity  defaced  and  obfcured,  yet 
meritmg  attention  even  in  ruins  :  in  thefe  he  be- 
held the  fame  image  exprefled  with  purity  and  grace 
fufficient  to  excite  in  him  the  higheft  degrees  of 
admiration  and  love.  His  fellowfhip  with  per- 

fons  of  this  latter  defcription  was  intimate  and  un- 
referved.  He  faluted  them  as  the  children  of  God, 
and  honored  them  as  heirs  of  an  eternal  inherit- 
ance. Thefe  were  the  companions  of  his  choice,  both 
in  public  and  in  private  :  with  thefe  he  took  fweet 
and  folemn  counfel,  and  with  thefe  he  rejoiced  to 
worfhip  in  the  houfe  of  God.  Whether  they  were 
poor  or  rich,  illiterate  or  learned,  bond  or  free,  he 
confidered  them  as  fellow  partakers  of  the  fame 
grace,  and  received  them,  without  partiality^  as  the 
redeemed  of  the  Lord.  He  conllantly  watched  over 
them  for  good,  and  eagerly  embraced  every  oppor- 
tunity of  rendering  them  acceptable  fervice.  He 
bore  their  burdens,  he  dillributcd  to  their  neceflities, 
he  covered  their  defects,  and  healed  their  divi- 
fions.  Efteeming  all  the  children   of  God,  as 

M  3  mcmhen 
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members  one  of  another^  his  catholic  fpirit  difdained 
thofe  unnatural  partitions,  by  which  different  parties 
of  chriftians  have  endeavoured  to  feparate  thernl'elves 
from  each  other.  Sincere  worlhippers,  of  every  de- 
nomination, he  regarded  as  fellovj-cttizens  with  the 
faintSy  and  of  the  houfehold  of  God;  defiring  no  greater 
honor,  than  to  be  counted  as  their  brother,  and 
commanded  as    their   fervant.  The  following 

are  his  own  exprelTions,  extradled  from  a  tract  al- 
ready referred  to  in  a  preceding  note.  "  God  for- 
"  bid,  that  I  fliould  exclude  from  my  brotherly 
"  affeftion,  and  occafional  afliftance,  any  true  miriif- 
*'  ter  of  Chrift,  becaufe  he  cafts  the  GofpcJ  net  among 
"  the  Prefbyterians,  the  Independents,  the  Quakers, 
"  or  the  Baptifts !  If  they  will  not  wifn  me  good 
"  luck  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  I  will  do  it  to 
"  them.  They  may  excommunicate  me,  if  their 
"  prejudices  prompt  them  to  it  j  they  may  baild 
*^  up  a  wall  of  partition  between  themfelves  and 
"  me ;  but,  in  the  Jirength  of  tny  Goi^  whofe  love 
"  is  as  boundlefs  as  his  immenfity,  /  will  leap 
"  over  the  wall.'*  Extraordinary  as   thefe 

declarations  may  appear,  they  are  not  to  be  confi- 
dered,  as  the  profefTions  of  an  afFe6led  generofity, 
but  as  the  fincere  cxprefiions  of  a  heart  overflow- 
ing with   brotherly  love. 

Such  was  the  chrirtian  charity  of  this  truly  admira- 
ble man,    which,    in  fpite  of  all  the  impediments  that 
could   be  thrown    in   its    way,   was    improved   to  an 
SJmoft  incredible  decree  of  maturity— A  never-fail- 
ing 
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ing  charity,  which  taught  him  to  overlook  the  cold- 
nefs  and  contempt  of  his  unloving  brethren  —  An 
exuberant  charity,  which  enabled  him  to  addrefs 
all  the  diiiering  clafles  of  chriftians,  in  the  language 
of  his  mafter :  IVIjofoever  Jlmll  do  the  tvill  of  my 
Father,  who  is  in  Heaven^  the  fame  is  ?ny  brother, 
and  fifier,   and  mother. 


M  A  T  R  A  I 
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TRAIT      XVII. 

His  love  to  thofe  whofe  faith  was  wavering. 


W, 


HEN  a  minlfter,  after  having  been  made 
inftrumental  in  the  converfion  of  finners,  per- 
ceives their  faith  decreafing,  and  their  love 
growing  cold,  he  feels  for  them,  what  the 
Redeemer  felt,  when  he  wept  over  Jerufalem. 
Not  lefs  concerned  for  the  remifsnefs  of  his 
believing  hearers,  than  St.  Paul  was  diftreffed 
by  the  inftability  of  his  Galatian  and  Co- 
rinthian converts,  he  pleads  with  them  in  the 
fame  afFedionate  terms  :  Te  know,  ye  who  are 
the  feals  of  my  miniftry,  how  I  preached  the 
Go/pel  unto  you  at  the  firjl.  And  ye  defpifed  me 
not,  but  received  me  as  an  Angel  of  God.  Where 
is  then  the  bleJJ'ednefs  ye  fpake  of?  for  I  hear  you 
record,  that  if  it  had  been  pojjible,  ye  would  have 
plucked  out  your  own  eyes,  and  have  given  them 
to  me.  Am  I  therefore  become  your  enemy,  becaufe 
I  tell  you  the  truth  ?  My  little  children,  of  whom 
I  travail  in  birth  again,  until  Chrifi  be  formed 
in  you,  1  tell  you  with  forrow,  that  after  all 
my   confidence    in  you,    /  fiand  in   doubt    of 

you 
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you  (a).  Our  mouth  is  open  unto  you,  our  heart 
is  enlarged.  Te  are  not  Jiraitened  in  us,  but  ye 
are  Jiraitened  in  your  own  bowels.  Now  for  a 
recomfenfe  in  the  fame,  {I  fpeak  as  unto  my  child- 
ren) be  ye  alfo  enlarged.  Be  ye  not  unequally 
yoked  together  with  unbelievers  j  for  what  fellow- 
/hip  hath  righteoufnefs  with  unrighteoufnefs  ?  or 
what  part  hath  he  that  believeth  with  an  in- 
fidel? Wherefore  come  out  from  among  them,  and 
be  ye  feparate,  faith  the  Lord,  and  touch  not  the 
unclean  thing ;  and  I  will  receive  you,  and  will 
be  a  Father  unto  you,  and  ye  Jhall  be  my  fons 
and  daughters,  faith  the  Lord  Almighty.  We  be- 
feech  you  therefore  brethren,  that  ye  receive  not 
f  he  grace  of  God  in  vain  (b). 

This  language  of  the  chriftian  paftor  is  al- 
moft  unintelligible  to  the  minifter,  who  is 
merely  of  man's  appointing.  Having  never 
converted  a  fingle  foul  to  Chrift,  he  has  nei- 
ther fpiritual  fon  nor  daughter,  and  is  entirely- 
unacquainted  with  that  painful  travail,  which 
is  mentioned  by  St.  Paul.  His  bowels  are 
llraitened  toward  Chrift  and  his  members,  and, 
having  clofely  united  himfeif  to  the  men  of 
the  world,  he  confiders  the  aflembly  of  the 
faithful     as    a    company    of    ignorant    cnthu- 

fiafis. 
(a)  Gal.  iv.  13—20.  (b)  2  Cor.  vi. 
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fiafts.  But,  notwithilanding   the  fpiritua} 

infenfibility  of  thefe  ill  inftrudled  teachers,  who 
never  ftudied  in  the  fchool  of  Chrift,  there 
Is  no  other  token,  by  which  either  lincere 
chrillians  or  true  minifters  can  be  difcerned, 
except  that  fervent  love,  which  the  Galatians 
entertained  for  St.  Paul,  before  their  falling 
away,  and  which  that  apoftle  ever  continued  to 
entertain  for  them.  By  this,  faith  our  Lord, 
Jfiall  all  we'd  know  that  ye  are  my  difciples,  if 
ye  have  love_  one  to  another  (c).  ■ 

NOTE      XVII, 

A  H  E  weak  and  the  wavering  have,  in  every  age, 
outnumbered  the  vigorous  and  unihaken  profelTors 
of  chrillianity.  M.  de  la  Flecherc  beheld  in  his 
day,  v;ith  inexpreflible  concern,  the  increafing  clafs 
of  unfleady  believers :  but,  while  he  bewailed  their 
inftability,  he  allowed  them  an  ample  fhare  in  his 
affedion.  Far  from  defpifmg  the  day  of  fmali  things, 
he  labored,  with  the  moll:  afiedtionate  folicitude,  to 
Jircngthen  the  weak  hand^  and  confirm  the  feeble  knee^ 
of  every  wavering  profeflbr.  His  anxiety  for  their 
advancement  in  grace  was  difcovered  in  every  poffiblc 
way,  and  his  whole  deportment  toward  them  was  mark- 
ed with  unufual  tenderneis  and  regard.  He  followed 
them  with  unwearied  attention,  till  he  could  dif- 
cover  the  particular  caufes  of  their  fpiritual  decay  : 
and   when  thefe  were  once  afcertained,   he  employed 

the 

(')  Jo-'^n  :<"i-  35- 
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the  moft  laborious  efforts  for  their  removal.  He 
carefully  acquainted  himfelt  with  the  peculiar  circum- 
ftances  and  difpofitlon  of  the  unftabie  party,  (kil- 
fully  adapting  both  his  language  and  his  manner  to 
the  nature  of  their  paft  attainments,  and  their  pre- 
fent  deficiencies.  He  argued  againft  their  fears,  he 
fatisfied  their  doubts,  he  bewailed  their  lukewarm- 
nefs,  and  reminded  them  of  their  privileges ;  intreat- 
ing  or  rebuking,  confoling  or  cenfuring  them,  with 
all  hng-juffering.  In  the  mean  time,  he  not  only 
avoided,  in  his  own  conduct,  whatever  might  have 
a  tendency  to  offend  or  unfcttle  their  minds,  but 
admonifhed  the  ftronger  brethren  to  maintain,  to- 
ward their  feeble  companions,  a  carriage  regulated  by 
more  than  ordinary  circumfpection  and  kindnefs. 

Thus,  after  having  ufed  every  generous  endeavour 
for  the  reftoration  of  the  weak,  and  after  having 
removed  every  apparent  obftacle  from  their  path,  in 
the  fpirit  of  fupplication  and  prayer  he  would  watch 
for  their  return.  And  whenever  he  perceived  in 
them  the  firfl  indications  of  a  holy  refolution,  it 
cannot  be  told  with  what  meltings  of  heart  he 
would  fly  to  embrace  them ;  how  graciouily  he  would 
condefcend  to  their  weaknels,  how  carefully  he 
would  fupport  their  fleps,  and  with  how  much  af- 
fectionate counfel  he  would  guide  them  in  the  v/ay. 
On  thefe  occafions,  efpccially,  he  put  on  hovjch  of 
mercies^  kindnefs^  humhlenefs  oj  mincl^  meeknefs  and  for -^ 
bsarnncc^  exhibiting  through  his  whole  conduct  a 
lovely  imitation  of  that  great  Shepherd,  who  gathers 
the  lambs  with  his  arm,  and  gently-  leads  ihofe  that 
are  with  young, 

TRAIT 
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TRAIT      XVIII. 

His  love  to  his  countrymen  and  his  enemies. 

i3  T.  Paul,  like  his  rejedled  mafter,  was  per- 
fecuted  even  to  death  by  the  Jews,  his  coun- 
trymen, while  he  generoufly  expofed  himfelf  to 
innumerable  hardfhips,  in  laboring  for  their 
good,  Thefe  furious  devotees,  infpired  with 
envy,  revenge,  and  a  perfecuting  zeal,  hunt- 
ed this  apoftle  from  place  to  place,  as  a  pub- 
lic peft.  And  when  the  Gentiles,  on  a  certain 
Gccafion,  had  refcued  him  out  of  their  hands, 
forty  of  the  mofl  hardened  among  them  engaged 
themfelves,  by  an  oath,  neither  to  eat  nor  drink, 
till  they  had  afTafTmated  him.  But,  notvvith- 
ftanding  the  moft  indubitable  proofs  of  then- 
bloody  difpofitlon  toward  him,  his  fervent 
charity  threw  a  vail  over  their  cruelty,  and 
made  him  wifh  to  die  for  his  perfecutors. 
/  declare,  faith  he,  the  truth  in  Chrift^  my  con- 
fcience  alfo  bearing  me  witnefs  in  the  Holy  Ghoji, 
that  I  have  great  heavinefs  and  continual  forrow 
in  my  heart :  for  I  could  wijfh  that  myfelf  were 
accurfed  from  Chrifi  for  my  brethren^  my  kinfmen 
fxcording  to  the  fiefli  (a).     As  though  he  fliould 

fay  i 
(a)  Rom.  ix.  1—3. 
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fay ;  //  is  written,  curfed  is  every  one,  that 
hangeth  on  a  tree{b):  thus  Chrift  himfelf  be- 
came accurfed  for  us,  and  I  alfo  would  lay  down 
my  life  for  my  brethren,  that  I  may  have  fellow- 
JJiip  with  him  in  his  fufferings,  being  made  con- 
formable unto  his  death  (c),  and  fill  up  that  which 
is  behind  of  the  affii5tions  of  Chrijl  in  my  fleJJi, 
for  his  body's  fake,  which  is  the  church  (d).  It 
is  by  expreffions  fo  charitable,  and  by  adions, 
which  demonftrate  the  fincerity  of  thofe  ex- 
preffions, that  chriftians  avenge  themfelves  of 
their  enemies,  and  work  upon  the  hearts  of 
their  countrymen. 

If  the  fentiments  of  every  fincere  difciple  of 
Chrift  are  exprefied  in  the  preceding  language 
of  St.  Paul,  how  deplorable  then  muft  be  the 
(late  of  thofe  chriftians,  whofe  anxiety,  either 
for  their  own  falvation,  or  for  that  of  their 
neareft  relations,  bears  no  proportion  to  that 
eager  concern,  which  this  apoftle  manifefted 
for  the  falvation  of  his  bittereft  perfecutors ! 
And  if  good  paftors  feel  fo  ardent  a  defire  to 
behold  all  men  actuated  by  the  fpirit  of  Chrift, 
without  excepting  even  their  moft  malicious 
enemies,    what  Ihall  we  fay  to  thofe  minifters, 

who 

(b)  Gal.  iii.  13.  (c)  Phil.  iii.  10. 

(d)  Colo/r.  i.  24. 
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who  never  fhed  a  fingle  tear,  nor  ever  breathed 
one  ardent  prayer,  for  the  converfion  of  their 
parifhioners,  their  friends,  or  their  families  ? 


NOTE    XVIII. 


O 


N'  account  of  that  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
which  no  other  kingdom  upon  earth  can  boaft, 
England  became  the  adopted  country  of  M.  de  la 
Flechere.  But  while  he  fpcnt  a  laborious  life  among 
the  inhabitants  of  this  favored  ifland,  his  afFe£tions 
were  far  from  being  totally  alienated  from  the  country 
of  his  nativity.  He  conftantly  took  a  brotherly  part 
in  the  affairs  of  his  countrymen,  and  manifefted  a 
reftlefs  folicitude  for  the  advancement  of  their  higheft 
interefts.  Lefs  concerned  for  their  reputation  as  a 
ftate,  than  for  their  fuperiority  as  a  church,  his 
higheft  wifhes  for  their  welfare  are  aptly  exprefled  in 
the  language  of  St.  Paul :  Only  let  your  converfation 
he  as  it  hecometh  the  Gofpel  of  Chr'ifl :  that  whether 
I  ccme  and  fee  you,  or  elfe  be  ahfent,  I  may  hear  of  your 
affairs, .  that  ye  Jiand  fafi  in  one  fpirit,  zvith  one  mind 
flriving  together  for  the  faith  of  the  Gofpel.  During 

his  abode  in  England,  his  attachment  to  his  abfent 
countrymen  was  daily  exprefled  in  fervent  prayer,  and 
frequently  in  affectionate  epiftles  addreffed  to  thofe 
among  them,  whofe  fituation  and  abilities  might  have 
rendered  them  eminently  ufeful  to  the  church.  When 
prefent  with  them,  his  affectionate  concern  for  their 
happinefs  was  evinced  by  the  mofl  indefatigable 
exertions  for  their  advancement  in  religion  and  virtue. 

Though 
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Though  he  feldom  vifited  the  place  of  his  nativity, 
except,  to  all  appearance,  iil  dying  circumllanccs, 
yet  even  in  thole  leafons,  the  intreaties  of  friends, 
the  advice  of  phyficians,  together  wiih,  liis  bodily 
infirmities,  were  found  infufficient  to  reftrain  him 
from  the  exercife  of  his  miniftry.  His  manner  of 
employing  himfelf  in  thefe  vifits,  is  modeftly  ex- 
prefled  in  an  apology,  which  he  once  thought  it 
neceflary  to  make  for  his  conduct  upon  thofe  oc- 
cafions  J  from  which  the  following  paffage  is  extracted. 
"  Affli(Sl:ed  with  a  dangerous  difeafe,  and  obliged  to 
"  entruft  the  care  of  my  church  to  a  fubftitute,  with 
"  the  permifllon  of  my  fuperiors,  I  came  to  this 
"  place,  on  a  vifit  to  my  kinfmen,  and  efpecially  for 
"  the  purpofe  of  breathing  my  native  air,  which,  the 
"  phyficians,  after  having  already  exhaufted  their  art 
"  in  my  favor,  confidered  as  the  laft  remedy,  that 
"  remained  to  be  tried,  with  any  hope  of  fuccefs. 
"  Upon  my  arrival,  the  paftors  of  Nyon,  to  the 
"  firft  of  whom  I  have  had  the  honor  of  being  known 
"  for  thefe  fix  and  thirty  years,  obligingly  offered  me 
"  the  ufe  of  their  pulpits,  if  my  health  would  per- 
"  mit  me  to  preach.  But,  after  appointing  different 
**  days,  on  which  I  hoped  to  have  taken  the  advan- 
"  tage  of  their  friendly  offers,  by  repeated  returns 
"  of  my  weaknefs,  I  was  prevented  from  fulfilling 
"  my  engagements.  I  have,  however,  preached  three 
«  or  four  times  :  but  obfervingin  myfelf,  during  thofe 
"  exercifes,  a  want  of  ftrength  to  occupy  the  pulpit 
**  with  that  power  and  dignity,  which  are  expected 
"  in  a  preacher  who  appears  before   a  poliflicd  au- 

"  dience, 
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"  diencc,  I  confidered  it  rather  as  my  duty,  with  the 
"  permifiion,  and  under  the  infpedion,  of  our  paftors, 
"  without  afcending  the  pulpit,  to  give  fome  fami- 
"  har  inftruiStions  to  fuch  children  and  others,  as 
*'  were  difpofed  to  receive  them  ;  offering  in  a  room, 
"  from  time  to  time,  occafional  reflections,  either 
*'  upon  fome  book  of  piety,  or  fome  palTage  of  Holy 
*'  Scripture."  Such  were  his  cuftomary  employ- 

ments during  the  feveral  feafons  of  his  temporary 
refidence  at  Nyon.  And  to  thefe  pious  exercifes  he 
devoted  his  httle  remaining  flrength  with  that  af- 
f.duity  and  perfeverance,  which  abundantly  mani- 
fefted  how  little  he  regarded  either  eafe  or  health, 
when  they  came  in  competition  with  the  advantage 
and  welfare  of  his  countrymen.  But,    wiiile  he 

engaged  himfelf  with  fo  much  zeal  in  the  fervice 
of  his  countrymen  at  large,  among  his  kinfmen  and 
friends  his  benevolent  labors  were  ftill  more  abun- 
dant. He  exprefled  the  moft  vehement  defires,  and 
employed  the  mofi;  ftrenuous  efforts,  that  the  whole 
circle  of  his  friends  might  become  a  people  fearing 
Godj  and  working  righteoujnefs.  He  admonifhed  them 
with  the  authority  of  a  minifter,  and  intreated  them 
with  the  gentlenefs  of  a  brother,  mixing  both  his 
admonitions  and  intreaties  with  many  affedionate 
tears.  When  he  perceived  in  any  of  them  an  in- 
clination to  linger,  either  in  the  darknefs  of  dcifm, 
or  in  the  mazes  of  diffipation,  like  the  deliverers 
of  Lot,  he  would  ftretch  out  his  hand,  and  en- 
deavour, with  a  pious  violence,  to  refcue  them  from 
the  dangers  to  which  they  were  expofed.  And,  on 
the  ether  hand,    when  he  difcovered  in  any  of  his 

friends 
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friends  the  leaft  difcernible  tokens,  either  of  godly 
forrow,  or  of  holy  defirc,  he  would  give  a  loofe  to 
the  tVryors  of  :hat  holy  joy,  which  is  manifefted, 
on  fiinilar  occafions,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Aigeb  of 
God*  But,   perhaps,  it  is  inripoffible  to  give 

any  jud  idea  of  the  extraordinary  concern  he  ex- 
prefled  for  the  eft:ib!ilhajent  of  his  near  relations  in 
the  faith  of  the  Gofpcl,  except  in  his  own  words.  The 
following  pafiages  tranllated  from  an  epiftle,  which 
he  formerly  addreffcd  to  his  brother,  the  Afleflbr, 
will  fet  this  amiable  part  of  his  difp;)fition  in  a  juft 
point  of  view.  After  lamenting,  that  he  had  pafl'ed 
fo  great  a  part  of  his  own  life  in  the  vain  purfuits  of 
the  world,  he  continues  — "  And  are  you  not  con- 
"  ftrained,  my  dear  brother,  to  make  the  fame  la- 
"  mentations  with  me  ?  Yes,  I  cannot  but  indulge 
«  a  hope,  that  God  will  hear  my  prayers,  that  he 
/'  will  have  fome  regard  to  the  tears  with  which  I 
"  wet  this  paper,  and  that,  while  you  are  read- 
"  ing  thefe  lines,  his  grace  will  operate  upon 
"  your  heart.  If  you  did  but  know,  how  much 
"  joy  there  would  be  in  Heaven  for  your  conver- 
"  fion  J  if  you  could  but  conceive,  what  tranfports 
"  of  gratitude  would  overflow  your  heart  and  mine ; 
"  if  you  were  but  fcnfible,  how  my  bowels  are 
"  moved  for  you;  furely  then,  without  a  moment's 
"  delay,  you  would  fubmit  to  the  grace  of  that 
*'  Saviour,  who  is  even  now  fpeaking  in  your  heart. 
"  And  can  you  ftill  hold  out,  my  dear  brother  ? 
"  And  are  you  fo  entire  an  enemy  to  your  own 
"  happinefs,  fo  infenfible,  fo  hard,  as  to  decline 
Vol.  I.  N  «  making 
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"  making  a  full  furrender  of  yourfelf  to  God  ?  I 
«  will  hope  better  things  of  you,  through  the  grace 
"  of  our  common  Saviour.  O  may  that  grace  over- 
"  whelm  thy  heart,  and  melt  down  all  thy  hard- 
"  nefs  I  —  As  we  are  of  one  blood,  let  us  alfo  be 
"  of  one  heart  and  one  foul.  Do  not  reject,  I  con- 
"  jure  you,  my  brotherly  counfels  and  fupplications, 
"  I  confefs,  that  if  you  have  refpe£l  merely  to  me 
"  in  this  matter,  you  have  fonie  reafonable  ground 
"  for  rejeding  my  folicitations,  fince  you  have  for- 
"  merly  been  a  witnefs  to  my  impiety  and  abomi- 
"  nations  * ;  and  I  know  not,  whether  I  have  not 
*'  more  than  once  attempted  to  corrupt  your  virtue. 
"  Pardon  me,  I  conjure  you,  pardon  me :  forget 
"  what  is  part,  and  do  not  attempt  to  form  a 
"  judgment  of  what  I  now  write,  by  any  thing 
"  which,  at  other  times,  you  have  difcovered  in 
"  me.  Do  not  refufe  to  come,  where  fo  much  fe- 
"  licity  awaits  you,  becaufe  preffed  to  it  by  a  per- 
"  fon,  who  is  unworthy  to  bring  you  the  invitation. 
*'  We  have  pafled  our  infancy  and  our  youth  be» 
"  neath  the  fame  roof,  and  under  the  fame  maf- 
"  ters.  We  have  borne  the  fame  fatigues,  and  tafted 
"  the  fame  pleafures.  Why  then  (hould  we  be  fepa- 
"  rated  now  ?  Why  fhould  they  be  divided,  who, 
*'  by  nature,  habit,  and  friendfhip,  have  been  fo 
"  long  united?— I  have  undertaken  a  journey  to  the 
"  new  Jerufalem  :  O  fuffer  me  not  to  go  thither 
"  alone.     Let  neither  the    fatigues,  nor  the  length 

"  of 

*  Thefe  harfli  exprefllons   relate  to  fome  trifling  clr- 
cumftances  which  happened  in  his  childhood. 
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"  of  the  way,  affright  you.  We  Ihall  be  provided, 
"  even  in  the  defert,  with  heavenly  manna  and 
"  ftreams  of  living  water.  God  himfelf  fliall  go 
"  before  us,  as  in  a  pillar  of  fire ;  and  under  the 
"  protection  of  his  wings,  we  may  walk,  without  fear, 
"  through  the  valley  oftheJhadowofdeath.-^CovciQtheny 
"  my  dear  brother !  I  am  mod  unwilling  to  leave 
"  you  behind.  Comej  fupport  me;  go  before  me;  en- 
"  courage  me;  (hew  me  the  way  :  I  feel  the  want  of  a 
"  faithful  companion,  and  a  chriftian  friend.  Suffer  me 
"  to  throw  myfelf  at  your  feet,  to  embrace  your  knees, 
"  and  to  wafti  them  with  the  tears,  which  are  now 
"  ftreaming  from  my  eyes. — I  alk  no  part  of  your 
"  temporal  poffeffions :  but  I  intreat  you  to  feek 
"  after  an  eternal  inheritance.  I  defire  neither  your 
"  gold,  nor  your  filver :  but  I  am  anxious,  that 
"  you  fhould  fhare  my  joy.  I  am  folicitous,  that 
*'  you  (hould  accompany  me  to  Mount  Sion^  to  the 
"  city  of  the  living  Goaf— that  you  fhould  mix  in 
*'  that  innumerable  company  of  Jngelsy  who  worfliip 
"  there,  and  be  counted  in  the  general  ajp?nbly  and 
*'  church  of  the  firji-born — In  fhort ;  I  am  anxious, 
"  my  dear  brother,  that  you  fliould  come  with  me, 
"  to  have  your  name  written  in  the  book  of  life, 
*'  and  be  made  free  of  that  holy  city,  which  fliall 
"  one  day  defcend  from  God  out  of  Heaven.—— 
"  I  have  a  prefentiment^  that  you  will,  at  laft,  fub- 
"  mit  to  the  eafy  yoke  of  Chrift,  and  that,  after 
"  you  are  converted,  you  will  ftrengthen  your 
"   brethren.  Do  not  tell  me  again,  that 

"  piety  is  ufually  the  portion  of  younger  brothers  ; 
N  2  "  fince 
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«  {ince  I  read  in  the  old  Tefta merit,  that  every  firft 

«  born    male   fliould   be  confecrated,    in  a    peculiar 

"  manner,  to  God.     Let  me  rather  intreat   you  to 
"  take  the  advantage  of  your  fituation.    Be,  at  lead, 

'"•  as  far  beyond  me  in  piety,   as  you  are  in  years : 

"  and,  infl-ead  of  feeling  any  jeaioufy  upon  this  ac- 

"  count,  my  pleafure  will  be  augmented  in  the  great 

"  day  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  to  fee  myfelf  placed 

«  at  your  feet." 

Thefe  quotations  may  ferve  as  i  fpecimen  of  the 
manner,  in  which  M.  de  la  Flechere  was  accuf- 
tomed  to  exprefs  his  ardent  defire,  in  different -de- 
grees, for  the  fpiritual  profperity  of  his  countrymen, 
his  friends,  and  his  brethren. 

NOTE     XVIIL      Second  part. 
His  -love  to  hh  enemies. 

X  H  E  highefl:  degrees  of  piety  are  found  infuffi- 
cient  to  fecure  a  man  from  the  reproaches  of  the 
world.  On  the  contrary,  religion  and  virtue,  wlien 
carried  to  an  extaordinary  pitch  of  excellence,  have 
generally  expofed  the  poflciflbrs  of  them  to  the  flan- 
ders  of  malevolence,  and  the  rigors  of  perfeciition. 
The  fituation  of  M.  de  la  Flechere,  with  refped 
to  the  unworthy  part  of  his  parifliioners,  was  flmilar 
to  the  fituation  of  Daniel,  with  refped  to  the  Baby- 
lonifli  courtiers:  his  whole  condu6l  was  fo  admirably 
regulated  by  circumfpedtion  and  prudence,  that  ma- 
lice 
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lice  Itfelf  could    find    no  occafion   againft  him,  except 
concerning    the    Law   of   his    God»       The    voluptuary 
detefted  liis  temperance  and  feJf  denial ;  the  man  of 
pride  poured  contempt  upon  his  humility  and  con- 
defcenfion  ;  the  licentious  were  offended  at  his  gravity 
and  Hriclnefs ;    and   the   Formal  were    roufed    to    in- 
dignation by  that  fpirit  of  zeal  and   devotion,   which 
influenced   his  whole  converfation  and  condu(5l.     Ail 
of  thefe,  however  they   might  differ  among  them- 
felves,  were  leagued  together  as  the  inveterate  ene- 
mies   of  this    venerable   paftor.      They   wrelled    his 
words,  they  mifreprefented   his   actions,   and  ca/i  out 
his   name  as   evil.     But,    whatever   he  was  calltd    to 
fuffer  from  the  malice  and  oppofition  of  his  enemies, 
he  endured  it  all  v/ith   the  utmofl  magnanimity  and 
compofure,   not  rendering  evil  for  evil^   or  railing  for 
railing ;   hut^  contrariwife,  blejftng.      While  fome  in- 
dignant profefTors  are  ready,   with  James  and  John, 
to  command  fire  from   Heaven  for  the  deftru6tion    of 
their  oppofers ;  and  while  others  are  enquiring,  with 
Peter,   how  often  they  are  to  meet  their  offending 
brethren   with  unfeigned  forgivcncfs,    he  gave  himfelf 
an  example  of  that  uncommon  charity,  which  yw^r- 
eth    long^    and   is    kind ;    ivhich   is    not   eafily  provoked^ 
and  thinketh  no  evil.      IVhen   he   %uas  revile d^    he  re- 
viled not  again ;    %vhen  he  fuffered^   he  threaten  d  not ; 
but  committed  himfelf  to  Him  that  judgcth  righteoujly. 

Whether  he  was  infulted  in  his  perfon,  or  injured 

in  his  property  ;  whether  he  was  attacked  with  open 

abufe,   or  purfued    by    fecret   calumny  ;   through  the 

N  3  tiftimony 
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teftlmony  of  a  good  confcience,  he  walked  amid  the 
moft  violent  affaults  of  his  enemies,  as  a  man  com- 
pletely invulnerable;  and  while  his  firmnefs  difcovered, 
that  he  was  unhurt,  his  forbearance  teftified,  that 
he  was  unoffended.  His  love  was   truly  un- 

conquerable :  the  cold  waters  of  difrefpedt  could  not 
quench  it,  neither  could  floods  of  reproach  droiun  it. 
Being  reviled^  he  blejfed ;  being  perfecuteJ^  he  fuffered 
it ;  being  defamed^  he  intreated ;  provoking  his  ene- 
mies, by  every  affedtionate  method,  to  love  and  good 
works.  Whenever  he  difcerned  a  virtue  in  the 

charader  of  an  adverfary,  he  commended  it,  he 
magnified  it,  he  rejoiced  over  it,  and  endeavoured 
to  make  it  a  medium  of  reconciliation.  Whenever 
he  difcovered  an  enemy  in  diftrefs,  he  haftened  to 
meet  him  with  tokens  of  generofity  and  kindnefs  — 
if  he  hungered^  he  fed  hitn  ;  if  he  thirjiedy  he  gave 
him  drink  ;  if  he  was  opprefled,  he  maintained  his 
caufe ;  if  his  heart  was  .brought  down  through 
heavinefs,  he  endeavoured  to  fupport  and  confole 
him  ;  embracing,  with  thankfulnefs,  every  poiB- 
ble  opportunity  of  heaping  coals  of  fire  upon  his 
head. 

It  would  be  unpardonable  in  me  to  clofe  this  note, 
without  obferving,  that  the  invincible  love  of  this  chari- 
table paftor  was  honored  with  many  happy  triumphs 
over  the  prejudice  and  malignity  of  his  oppofers.  The 
labors  of  his  condefcending  affedlion  were  fuccefsful  in 
a  variety  of  inftances.  He  outlived  the  perltcuting 
fpirit  of  his  principal  enemies,   and  faw  many   who 

had 
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had  withftood  the  vehemence  of  his  zeal,  entirely 
melted  down  with  the  fervor  of  his  love.  The  moft 
liberal  of  his  oppofers  became  his  fteady  adherents, 
and  the  moft  ftubborn  of  his  adverfaries  were  con- 
ftrained  to  bear  unwilling  teftimony  to  tlie  chriftian 
fuperiority  of  his  charader. 
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TRAIT      XIX. 
His  love  to  thofe,    whom  he  knew  only  hy  report, 

A  HOUGH  the  true  miniller  takes  a  pe- 
culiar intereft  in  every  thing  th.it  concerns  the 
falvation  of  his  countrymen,  yet  his  chriitian 
benevolence  is  far  from  being  confined  Vvithin 
the  narrow  limits  of  a  particular  country.  He 
defires  to  bear  the  name  of  his  Saviour  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth  ;  and  if  he  is  not  able  to 
do  this  by  his  perfonal  addrefTes,  he  will  do 
it,  at  leaft,  by  his  earn  eft  wifhes  and  his  con- 
ftant  prayers.  If  providence  has  not  yet 

fixed  him  in  a  particular  church,  he  writes,  in 
the  manner  of  St.  Paul,  to  the  inhabitants'  of 
the  moft  diftant  countries  —  I  zvould  not  -have  you 
igjwrant,  brethren,  that  I  confider  myfelf  as  a 
debtor  both  to  the  Greeks  and  to  the  Barbarians ; 
both  to  the  wife  and  the  unwife.  And.  as  much 
as  in  me  is^  I  am  ready  to  preach  the  Gojpel  to 
you  that  are  at  Rome,  where  error  and  impiety 
have  fixed  their  throne.  For  I  am  not  a/hamed 
of  the  Gofpcl  of  Chrifl :  for  it  is  the  power  of 
God  unto  falvation  to  every  one  that  believcth  (a). 
If  he   writes   to   ftranger- converts,    whofe   faith 

is 
(a)  Rom.  i.   !3 — 16, 
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is  publicly  fpoken  of  in  the  world,  he  declares 
his  fincere  attachment  to  them,  and  his  long- 
ing dofire  to  afford  them  every  fpiritual  aflift- 
ance,  in  terms  like  thefe  —  God  is  my  witnefs^ 
wkom  I  ferve  with  my  fpirit  in  the  Gofpel  of  his 
Son,  that,  without  ceafing  I  jnake  'mention  of  you 
always  in  my  prayers.  Making  requeft,  if  by  any 
means,  I  might  have  a  profperous  journey,  by  the 
will  of  God,  to  come  unto  you.  For  I  long  to 
fee  you,  that  I  may  impart  unto  you  fome  fpiritual 
gift,  to  the  end  ye  may  be  eflablijhed :  that  is, 
that  I  may  be  comforted  together  with  you,  by  the 
mutual  faith  both  of  you  and  me{h). 

If  the  apoftle  Paul,  when  he  knew  the  Ro- 
mans no  otherwife  than  by  report,  exprefled 
fo  ardent  a  deiire  to  fee  them,  for  the  fole 
purpofe  of  inciting  them  to  feek  after  higher 
degrees  of  faith  and  piety  -,  what  mufl-  be  the 
difpofition  of  thofe  minifters,  who  feel  no  de- 
fires  of  this  nature,  even  for  the  members  of 
their  own  flock  ?  And  in  how  great  an  error 
are  thofe  chriftians,  who  frequently  afTemble 
together,  either  in  their  own  houfes,  or  in 
more  public  places,  for  the  very  purpofe  of 
mutually  forgetting  the  reftraints  of  piety, 
loiing  their  time  in  frivolous  converfation,  and 

debafing 

(b)  Rom.  i.  9—12. 
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debafing  their  minds  by  puerile  amufements ! 
Further :  If  the  new  nature  of  the  regenerate 
excites  in  them  that  lively  concern  for  the 
falvation  of  their  neighbours,  which  St.  Paul 
exprefled  for  the  falvation  of  thofe,  who  in- 
habited the  remoteft  parts  of  the  earth  -,  is  it 
becoming  in  the  faithful,  to  ftifle  the  motions 
of  that  commendable  zeal,  which  chriftian  cha- 
rity alone  can  infpire  ?  And  if  there  are  to 
be  found  among  us  dignified  teachers,  who, 
far  from  feconding  a  zeal  fo  neceflary  in  our 
day,  are  rather  difpofed  to  extinguiih  the  firft 
fparks  of  it,  wherever  they  are  difcernible ; 
whom  may  they  be  faid  to  take  for  their 
model,  Paul  the  apoftle,  or  Saul  the  pharifee? 
doubtlefs  Saul,  the  agent  of  a  bigoted  fed, 
and  the  open  perfecutor  of  the  faithful. 

NOTE      XIX. 

iVhILE  M.  de  la  Flechere  was  attached  in 
an  extraordinary  manner  to  thofe,  among  whom  he 
was  appointed  to  labor,  his  heart  was  uncommonly 
enlarged  toward  all  the  children  of  God,  by  what- 
ever name  they  were  diftinguifhed,  or  wherever  the 
bounds  of  their  habitation  were  fixed.  Confidering 
himfelf  as  a  debtor  both  to  the  Greeks^  and  to  the 
Barbarians^  he  was  ready,  had  it  been  poffible,  to 
have  vifited  the  uttermoft  parts  of  the  earth  with 

the 
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the  truths  of  the  Gofpel :  and  wherever  a  cliriftian 
church  was  eftablifhed,  he  appeared  deeply  interefted 
in  its  welfare,  exprefling  a  vehement  defire,  that  it 
might  be  regulated  in  all  things  as  the  houfe  of  God^ 
and  become,  to  happy  thoufands,  the  gate  of  Hea- 
ven.  When  the  members  of  any  diftant  church  were 
reprefented,  as  exemplary  for  their  faith,  their  zeal, 
or  their  love,  he-  received  the  report  of  their  ad- 
vancement in  grace  with  demonftrations  of  the  fm- 
cereft  joy,  and  publicly  exprefled  his  gratitude  to 
that  great  mafter  of  aflemblies,  %vho  hath  pleafure  in 
the  profperlty  of  his  fervants.  When  the  profeflbrs 
of  chriftianity,  in  any  part  of  the  world,  were  ob- 
ferved  to  grow  weary  of  well-doing,  either  declin- 
ing from  the  faith  of  the  Gofpel^  or  neglecSling  to 
walk  wortliy  of  their  high  vocation ;  his  heart  was 
penetrated,  on  their  account,  with  the  moft  lively 
concern  j  he  lamented  their  inftability  in  fecret,  and 
watered  his  couch  zvith  his  tears.  When  the  fpiri- 
tual  vine,  in  fome  remote  part  of  the  vineyard, 
appeared  to  be  in  danger  from  the  fury  of  the 
opprefTor,  when  her  hedges  were  broken  down  and 
her  fruit  torn  away  by  the  hand  of  perfecution,  he 
entered  deeply  into  the  diftrefles  of  the  fufFering 
church  J  he  fafted,  he  wept,  he  prayed,  making  con- 
tinual interceflion  bei'ore  the  great  Lord  of  the  vine- 
yard, that  he  would  look  down  from  Heaven,  and 
vifit  the  plant,  which  he  had  formerly  ftrengthened 
for  himfelf,  that,  fpreading  forth  its  boughs  again 
unto   the  fea,   and   its  branches  unto  the  river,  the 

hills 
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hills  might  be  covered  with  the  fludow  of  it^  and 
the  land  be  filled  with  its  fruits. 

Sympathy,  however,  was  not  the  only  proof  of 
his  love  toward  thofe,  whom  he  knew  merely  by 
report :  that  love  was  frequently  teftified  by  affec- 
tionate counfel,  and,  v/henever  it  was  praclicable, 
by  perfonal  alTiftance.  Faffing,  fome  years  ago 
through  the  fouth  of  France,  he  exprefTed  a  long- 
ing defire  to  vifit  tlie  proteftants  in  the  Sevennes 
mountains,  whofe  fathers  had  fuffered  fo  greatly  in 
the  caufe  of  god'inefs.  To  converfe  with  the  child- 
ren of  thofe,  who  had  laid  down  their  lives  in  de- 
fence of  the  truth,  was  a  privilege  not  to  be  de- 
fpifed  by  a  man,  who  never  lofl:  an  opportunity  of 
convcrfing  with  a  righteous  perfon,  without  lament- 
ing it  as  a  real  misfortune,  'i  hough  the  journey 
was  long  and  difficult,  yet  no  argument  could  pre- 
vail with  him  to  give  up  his  refolution  of  attempt- 
ing it  on  foot.  *'  Shall  I,"  faid  he  to  his  friend, 
**  make  a  vifit  on  horfeback,  and  at  eafe,  to  thofe 
"  poor  cottagers,  whofe  fathers  were  hunted  along 
"  yonder  rocks,  like  partridges  upon  the  mountains? 
"  No  ;  in  order  to  fecure  a  more  friendly  recep- 
"  tion  among  them,  I  will  vifit  them  under  the 
"  plaineft  appearance,  and  with  my  ftaff  in  my 
"  hand."  Accordingly  he  fet  out  alone  on  this  chrif- 
tian  expedition  ;  and,  after  travelling  till  it  was  nearly 
dark,  he  came  to  a  fmall  houfe,  where  he  requeft- 
ed  the  favor  of  fitting  up  in  a  chair  till  the  morn- 
ing.    It   was  not   without  fomc   hefitation   that  the 

mafter 
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mafler  of  the  cottage  confented  to  recelve*Tiim ;  after 
■which  he  immediately  entered  into  difcourfe  with 
his  hoft  and  his  wife,  who  were  fo  much  charmed 
with  the  converfation  and  manners  of  their  gueft, 
that  they  confidered  the  richeft  provifions  their  houfe 
could  afford,  as  too  mean  to  be  fet  before  him. 
After  a  hafty  rcpaft,  the  converfation  was  continued 
on  the  part  of  M.  de  la  Fleclierc,  and  attended  to 
by  the  children,  as  well  as  by  their  parents,  with 
a  degree  of  eagernefs,  which  difcovered  their  dc- 
lire  after  religious  inllruilion.  Before  they  retired 
to  rel%  prayer  was  propofed :  and  while  this  holy 
man  was  engaged  in  pouring  out  his  fervent  fup- 
plication  before  God,  the  family  around  him  were 
uncommonly  afFeded,  melted  into  tears,  and  filled 
with  holy  admiration.  Early  on  the  morrow, 
while  he  repeated  his  exhortations  and  renewed  his 
prayers,  he  was  liftened  to  with  the  -fame  venera- 
tion and  earneftnefs :  when,  taking  an  affectionate 
leave  of  the  family,  he  left  the  whole  houfehold 
in  a  ftate  of  aftonifhment  and  concern.  This  lit- 
tle relation  was  taken,  from  the  poor  man  himfelf, 
who  immediately  gave  it  out  among  his  neigh- 
bours, that  he  had  nearly  refufed  to  admit  a  Gran- 
ger into  his  houfe,  who  proved  to  'be  rather  an 
angel  than  a  man.  This  family  was  of  tiie  Romilh 
church. 

Continuing  his  journey,  AI.  de  la  Flechere  reached 
a  little  town,  where  he  was  entertained  by  a  pious 
minifter,     to    whom     he    had     been    recommended. 

Here 
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Here  he  was  received  by  the  ferious  proteflants  with 
open  arms,  among  whom  he  exercifed  his  minif- 
try  with  much  freedom  and  fuccefs.  He  converfed 
with  their  elders,  he  admonidied  their  youth,  he 
vifited  their  fick,  diligently  exhorting  and  inftru6l- 
ing  them  from  houfe  to  houfe,  while  many  among 
them  were  comforted,  and  many  built  up  in  their 
moft  holy  faith.  In  the   courfe  of  his  pro- 

grefs  through  thefe  mountains,  he  put  up  at  a  lit- 
tle houfe,  where  his  landlord  was  one  of  thofe  per- 
fons,  who  feldom  utter  a  word  unaccompanied  by 
an  oath.  Our  benevolent  traveller  addrelTed  this 
unthinking  creature  in  his  ufual  pointed  and  pa- 
thetic manner;  and  not  without  eftciSt.  His  heart 
was  deeply  penetrated  with  the  deferved  rebuke,  he 
confefled  his  error,  and  exprefled  a  ferious  concern 
for  the  irregularity  and  profanenefs  of  his  paft  con- 
dud.  M,  de  la  Flechere  had  many  opportunities 
in  this  family  for  the  pious  exercifes  of  admonition 
and  prayer ;  and,  from  the  time  of  his  fojourning 
among  them,  an  uncommon  reformation  was  ap- 
parent in  the  converfation  and  manners  of  his  hoft. 
It  has  fmce  appeared,  that  the  folemn  exhortations 
he  received,  during  this  feafon,  were  attended  with 
fo  extraordinary  an  efFe6l  upon  this  poor  man,  that, 
if  on  any  future  occafion  he  difcovered  an  unholy 
warmth  in  his  temper,  nothing  more  was  neceflary 
to  produce  an  immediate  calm  in  his  mind,  than 
the  bare  recoUcdion  of  that  venerable  ftranger,  who 
had  once  lodged   beneath  his  roof. 

This 
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This  tedious  journey  (of  whicli  a  much  more 
circumftantial  account  might  be  given)  while  it 
evinced  the  love  of  this  indefatigable  paftor  to 
thofe,  whom  he  knew  only  by  report,  was  pro- 
dudive  of  the  happieft  confequences  to  thofe,  who 
attended  his  miniftry  upon  this  occafion,  and,  ef- 
pecially,  to  thofe,  who  entertained  him  in  their  fa- 
milies. 


TRAIT 
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TRAIT      XX. 

His   charity  to'u^ard   the  poor,    in  giving,   or  pro^ 
curing  for  them^  temporal  relief, 

jL  hough  our  Lord  came  principally  to 
fave  the  fouls  of  finners,  yet  he  was  by  no 
means  unmindful  of  their  hodies.  He  went 
about  doing  good,  in  the  moft  unlimited  fenfe, 
daily  relieving,  with  equal  care,  the  corporeal 
and  fpiritual  maladies  of  the  people.  Thus, 
when  he  had  diftributed  the  word  of  God  to 
thofe,  who  were  hungering  and  thirfting  after 
righteoufnefs,  he  exprefled  an  anxious  concern 
for  the  fupport  of  thofe  among  his  followers, 
who  were  fenfible  of  no  other  wants,  except 
fuch  as  were  of  a  temporal  nature :  /  have  com- 
paffion  on  the  multitude,  hecaufe  they  have  now 
been  with  me  three  days,  and  have  7iothing  to  eat 
— and  not  content  with  barely  exprefling  his  con- 
cern for  their  corporeal  neceffities,  he  wrought 
an  aftonilhing  miracle  for  their  immediate  re- 
lief (a).  The  true  minifter  cheerfully 
imitates  the  conduft  of  his  gracious  mafter, 
by  a  ftritft  and  affedionate  attention  to  the 
fpiritual    and    temporal    wants    of    his    people. 

James, 
(a)  Mark  viii.  2. 
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James y  Cephas,  and  John,  faith  St.  Paul,  gave 
to  me  and  Barnabas  the  right  hand  of  fellowjliip, 
that  we  Jhould  go  unto  the  heathen :  only  they 
would,  that  we  JJiould  remember  the  poor  i  the 
fame  which  I  alfo  was  forward  to  do  (h). 

When  the  liberality  of  St.  Paul  toward  his 
neceflitous  brethren  was  reftrained  by  his  own 
exceffive  indigence,  he  employed  the  moft 
effedual  means  to  procure  for  them  the 
generous  benefa6lions  of  their  wealthier  com- 
panions in  the  faith  of  the  Gofpel.  The  fol- 
lowing paflages  extraded  from  his  epiftles  may 
ferve  as  fufficient  proofs  of  this.  Brethren,  I 
cannot  but  inform  you  of  the  grace  of  God, 
bejtowed  on  the  churches  of  Macedonia ;  how  thaty 
in  a  great  trial  of  affliction,  the  abundance  of 
their  joy  and  their  deep  poverty  abounded  unto  the 
riches  of  their  liberality.  For  to  their  power,  I 
bear  record,  yea,  and  beyond  their  power,  they 
were  willing  of  themfehes  •,  praying  us,  with  much 
intreaty,  that  we  would  receive  the  gift,  and  take 
upon  us  the  fellowfhip  of  the  minifiering  to  the 
faints  —  Therefore  as  ye  abound  in  faith,  in  utter- 
ance, in  knowledge,  in  all  diligence,  and  in  your 
love  to  us,  fee  that  ye  abound  in  this  grace  alfo. 
I  fpeak  by  occafton  of  the  forwardnefs  of  others. 
Vol.  I.  O  and 

(b)   Gal.  ii.  9,   10. 
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and  to  prove  the  Jincerity  of  your  love.  For  ye 
know  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl,  that 
though  he  was  rich,  yet  for  your  fakes  he  became 
poor,  that  ye,  through  his  poverty,  might  be  rich. 
Wherefore  Jhew  ye,  before  the  churches,  the  proof  of 
your  love,  and  of  our  boafling  on  your  behalf  iz). 

Not  yet  conleiit  with  thefe  earneft  folicita- 
tions  in  behalf  of  the  poor,  the  apoftle  thus 
proceeds  to    enforce  his  importunities.  1 

thought  it  7ieceffary  to  exhort  the  brethren,  that 
they  fJiould  go  before  unto  you^  and  make  up  before- 
hand your  bounty,  that  the  fame  might  be  ready, 
as  a  matter  of  bounty,  and  not  as  of  covetouf- 
nefs.  But  this  I  fay,  he  that  foweth  fparingly, 
fhall  reap  alfo  fparingly  \  and  he  that  foweth  boun- 
tifully, fliall  reap  alfo  bountifully.  God  loveth  a 
cheerful  giver.  And  God  is  able  to  make  all  grace 
abound  toward  you ;  that  ye,  always  havifig  all 
fufficiency  in  all  things,  may  abound  to  every  good 
work :  as  it  is  written,  he  hath  difperfed  abroad ; 
he  hath  given  to  the  poor ;  his  right eoufnefs  re- 
maineth  for  ever.  Nozv  he  that  minifiereth  feed 
to  the  fower,  both  minifier  bread  for  your  food, 
and  multiply  your  feed  fown,  and  increafe  the 
fruits  of  your  right  eoufnefs :  that  ye  may  be  en- 
riched in  every  thing  to  all  bountifulnefs,    which 

caufes 
(c)  2  Cor.  viii.   1  —  24. 
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caufes  through  us  thankfgiving  to  God.  For  the 
adminijiration  of  this  fervice  not  only  fupplieth  the 
want  of  the  faints^  hut  is  abundant  alfo  by  many 
thankfgivings  unto  God:  while  by  the  experiment 
of  this  minijiration  they  glorify  God  for  your  pro- 
fefjed  fuhje5lion  unto  the  Gofpel  of  Chrifi^  and  for 
your  liberal  diflribution  unto  them^  and  unto  all 
men  (d).  Who   could   pofTibly   refufe    any 

thing  to  a  godly  minifter  pleading  the  caufe 
o^  the  poor,  with  all  this  apoftolic  dignity, 
limplicity,  and  zeal  ? 

After  having  obtained  alms  for  the  poor, 
the  apoflJe  Paul  cautioufly  avoided  all  fufpicion 
of  appropriating  any  part  of  them  to  the  relief 
of  his  own  neceffities  •,  and  was  equally  care- 
ful, that  they  were  never  mifapplied  through 
the  unfaithfulnefs  of  thofe,  who  were  appointed 
to  diftribute  them.  One  of  our  brethren,  adds 
the  apoftle,  chofen  of  the  churches ^  accompanies 
us  in  our  journey  with  this  grace.,  which  is 
adminiflered  by  us  to  the  glory  of  the  fame  Lord^ 
and  declaration  of  your  ready  mind :  avoiding  thiSy 
that  no  man  ffiould  blame  us  in  this  abundance, 
which  is  adminiflered  by  us :  providing  for  honefi 
things,  not  only  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord,  but  alfo 
in  the  fight  of  men  (e).  Mentioning  again 

O  2  his 

(d)  2  Cor.  ix.  5 —  13.         (e)  2  Cor.  viii.  19  —  21. 
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his  favorite  employment,  he  writes  to  a  dif- 
tant  church — Nozv  I  go  unto  Jemfalem  to  minijler 
unto  the  faints.  For  it  hath  pleafed  them  of  Mace- 
donia and  Achaia  to  make  a  certain  contribution 
for  the  poor  faints^  which  are  at  Jerufalem.  When 
therefore  I  have  performed  thisy  and  have  fealed 
to  them  this  fruity  I  will  come  by  you  into  Spain. 
Now  I  befeech  you^  brethren,  that  ye  flrive  to^ 
gether  in  your  prayers  for  mcy  that  I  way  be 
delivered  from  them  that  do  not  believe,  in  Judea  •, 
and  that  the  fervice,  which  I  have  for  Jerufalem, 
may  be  accepted  of  the  faints  (f). 

Thus  to  wait  upon  the  churches,  and,  par- 
ticularly, thus  to  attend  upon  the  poor,  is 
to  merit  the  name  of  a  faithful  minifter, 

NOTE      XX. 

J\.  S  the  parifh  of  Madeley  was  uncommonly  po- 
pulous, fo  it  abounded  with  perfons,  who,  either 
dirough  infirmity  or  misfortune,  were  reduced  to  a 
ftate  of  indigence  and  diftrefs.  Over  this  defpifed 
and  deftitute  part  of  his  flock  M.  de  la  Flechere 
was  accuftoraed  to  watch,  with  unufual  attention  and 
concern.  He  regarded  them  as  his  peculiar  charge, 
and  exerted  himfelf  to  the  utmoft  for  their  encourage- 
ment and  fupport.     Not  content  with  freely  offering 

them 

(f)  Rom.  XV.  25  —  31. 
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tlKin  the  confolations  of  the  Gofpel,  he  contributed 
largely  to  the  rehef  of  their  temporal  iieceiTities,  and 
generally    divided    among   them    the   greater    part  of 
his  income.       He  fought  them   out   with  the   moft 
induftrious    care,    and    exprcflcd    a    great   degree   of 
thankfulnefs  to  any  perfon,  who  would  diredl  iiim  to 
the  abodes  of  wretchednefs   and  poverty.      To  fuch 
abodes,  indeed,  he  was  feldom  a  ftranger,   nor  could 
any  confideration  prevail  with  him  to  pafs  them  by, 
without   attempting  to  dry  up  the  tears,    and  fupply 
the  wants,    of  their  afflided  inhabitants.      His  daily 
walks    were  among    the   fatherlefs   and   the  widows, 
the    friendlefs    and    the    opprefled  :     and    wiiile   he 
counted    it   his  indifpenfibie  duty  to  labor   for  their 
relief,    he  confidered  that  very  labor,    as  one  of  the 
fublimeft    pleafures    he    was    capable    of    enjoying. 
The  profufion  of  his  charity  toward   the  poor  and 
needy  is  fcarcely  credible :  it  conftantly  exhaufled  his 
purfe,     it    frequently     unfurnifhed    his    houfe,     and 
fometimes   left    him   deftitute  of  the   moft  common 
neceflaries.       He    was   accuftomed   to   make    an   ex- 
change of  ftate   with    his    indigent    brethren,    freely 
bartering  his  eafe  for  their  woe,    and  his  plenty  for 
their  penury.     That  he  might  feed  the  hungry,    he 
led   a    life   of  abftinence    and    felf- denial ;     that    he 
might    cover  the  naked,    he   clothed  liimfelf  in  the 
moft  homely  attire ;    and  that  he  might  cherifti  fuch 
as  were  perifhing  in  a  ftate  of  extreme  diftrefs,    he 
fubmitted  to  hardlhips  of  a  very  trying  nature.     But 
it  is  impoflible  to  declare  in  how  many  ways  he  dif- 
covered  his  tendernefs  toward  the  friendlefs,    and  to 
O  3  how 
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how  many  inconveniences  he  cheerfully  expofed 
himfelf,  for  the  alleviation  of  their  various  diftrefles. 
He  followed  them  to  the  moft  fecret  fcenes  of  their 
wretchednefs,  and  in  ail  their  affliciions  he  was  af- 
flicted ;  he  literally  bore  their  feveral  burdens,  and 
freely  drank  of  their  forrowful  cup,  that  he  might 
make  room-  in  it  for  a  mixture  of  confolation  and 
joy.  He  was  eyes  to  the  bllnd^  and  feet  to  the  lame  j 
he  was  a  father  to  the  poor^  and  a  friend  to  him  that 
had  no  helper  ^  the  hleffmg  of  fuch  as  were  ready  to 
ferijh  came  upon  him,  and  he  caufed  the  widow's  heart 
to  fing  jor  joy.  Such  was  the  attention   of  this 

compaffionate  paftor  to  the  necelfitous  among  his 
people,  and  fuch  was  the  liberality  which,  he  exer- 
cifed  toward  them,  to  the  clofe  of  his  life ;  when  a 
concern  for  their  welfare  accompanied  him  to  his 
death-bed,  where  he  tenderly  bewailed  their  dif- 
trefles, and  earneflly  recommended  them  to  the  favov 
of  that  God,  who  hath  promifed,  thai  the  poor  Jhall 
not  always  be  forgotten. 


TR  Al  r 
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TRAIT       XXI. 

His  charity  toward  Jinners,  in  offewjg  them  every 
fpiritual  ajjijlance. 


Tc 


O  foHcit  alms  for  thofe,  who  are  deftltute 
of  food  and  raiment,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  withhold  the  word  of  God  from  thofe,  who 
hunger  and  thrift  after  right eoufnefs^  is  to  manl- 
feft  an  unhappy  inconfiftency  of  charader.  Such 
inconfiftencies,  however,  are  frequently  difcover- 
able,  even  among  paftors,  who  pique  themfelves 
upon  their  difpofition  to  works  of  benevolence 
and  charity. 

Man  has  an  immortal  foul.  This  foul,  which 
is  properly  himfelf,  is  rendered,  by  difobedience, 
fo  totally  ignorant  and  fo  completely  miferable, 
that  fbe  feeks  to  enrich  herfelf  with  the  vanities 
of  the  world,  and  to  gratify  her  inclinations 
with  the  pollutions  of  fin.  In  pity  to  the 
foul,  in  this  ftate  of  wretchednefs,  the  truths 
of  the  Gofpel  are  propofed  by  a  companion- 
ate God,  as  a  facred  remedy  adapted  to  the 
nature  of  her  innumerable  wants:  they  illu- 
mine the  blind  with  fpiritual  light  and  know- 
ledge J  they  clothe  the  naked  with  the  robe 
O  4  of 
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of  righteoufnefs  •,  they  feed  the  hungry  •,  they 
heal  the  fick  •,  they  burft  the  captive's  bands-, 
they  give  eternal  life  to  thofe,  who  are  dead 
in  trefpaffes  and  fin  :  in  a  word,  they  make 
us  partakers  of  the  great  falvation  of  God. 
To  publifh  this  Gofpel  then,  or  to  procure 
the  preaching  of  it  to  (inners,  is,  undoubtedly, 
to  give  them  an  important  proof  of  the  moft 
excellent  charity  :  while,  on  the  other  hand,  to 
refufe  them  the  word  of  God,  or  to  avoid  any 
occafion  of  adminiftering  it,  is,  abfolutely  or 
occafionaliy,  to  deny  them  thofe  fpiritual  alms 
and  affiftances,  which  the  Saviour  of  the  world 
has    appointed   for    their   daily  relief.  The 

paftor,  who  ads  in  this  unbecoming  manner, 
refembles  a  phyficlan,  or  an  almoner,  who, 
having  received  a  charge  from  his  prince  to 
fupply  the  poor  with  food,  or  the  fick  with 
medicine,  not  only  refufes  to  acquit  himfelf 
of  his  acknowledged  duty  with  dilig-ence  and 
impartiality,  but  ftrenuoufly  oppofes  thofe,  who 
endeavour  to  fupply  his  lack  of  fervice.  Such 
a  minifter  feems  to  maintain  a  fyftem  as  abfurd 
and  cruel,  as  would  be  that  of  either  of  thofe 
characters  juft  alluded  to,  who  Ihould  pretend 
that  no  one  had  authority  to  adminifter  alms 
to  the  poor,  or  medicine  to  the  fick,  except 
fuch  as  received  penfions  from  the  prince  for 

that 
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that  purpofe  •,  and  that  even  thefe  would  ad 
in  a  dlforderly  manner,  if  they  ihould  dare 
to  diftribute  alms  or  remedies,  except  on  the 
fabbath  day,  and  then  only  during  particular 
hours. 

So  long  as  any  paftor  feeks  his  own  glory, 
fo  long  he  will  be  fubjed:  to  fome  degree  of 
that  contemptible  jealoufy,  which  will  not  fufFer 
him  to  behold,  with  pleafure,  the  more  abun- 
dant and  fuccefsful  labors  of  his  brethren.  But, 
the  faithful  minifter  of  Chrift,  whofe  chief  de- 
fire  is  the  profperity  of  the  church,  is  actuated 
by  a  totally  different  fpirit.  Though  he  has 
a  peculiar  fatisfadlion  in  beholding  the  fuccefs 
of  his  own  fpiritual  labors  ;  yet,  when  he  hears 
the  Gofpel  publiilied  by  others,  and  even  by 
fuch  as  are  apparently  influenced  by  unworthy 
motives,  he  greatly  rejoices  in  their  fuccefs. 
His  charity,  which  neither  envies  another's 
profperity,  nor  feeks  his  own  particular  advan- 
tage, expreffes  itfelf,  upon  fo  delicate  a  fubjeft, 
in  the  language  of  St-»  Paul — Some  indeed  preach 
Chrijl  even  of  envy  and  ftrife^  f^ppofing  to  add 
affd^ion  to  my  hands.  What  then  ?  notwithftand- 
ing^  every  way^  whether  in  pretence,  or  in  truth, 
Chrift  is  preached;  and  I  therein  do  rejoice,  yea, 
and  I  will  rejoice  (a). 

Influenced 

(a)    Phil.   i.    15-18. 
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Influenced  by  envy,  or  rendered  infenfible  by 
their  lukewarmnefs,  worldly  minifters  are  ab- 
folute  ftrangers  to  the  generous  pleafure  here 
mentioned  by  the  apoftlej  nor  have  they  the 
leaft  idea  of  ading  in  a  criminal  manner,  when 
they  will  not  permit  the  truths  of  the  Gofpei 
to  be  freely  declared  by  all,  who  are  difpofed 
to   announce  them. 

The  good  paflor,  by  whatever  name  he  may 
be  diftinguifhed,  lives  only  to  publifli  the 
Gofpei,  and  to  convert  the  fouls  committed 
to  his  charge.  To  reftrain  him,  then,  from 
attending  to  thefe  important  labors,  is  to  force 
him  afide  from  the  true  end  of  his  calling, 
and  muft  appear,  to  every  enlightened  mind, 
a  greater  adl  of  cruelty,  than  to  withhold  the 
rich  from  giving  alms,  or  to  detain  an  expert 
fwimmer  from  faving  his  drowning  brethren. 
If  fuch  a  pallor,  in  any  period  of  his  life, 
has  adled  like  a  monopolift  of  the  Gofpei, 
and,  by  denying  to  the  poor  in  fpirit  what 
was  freely  given  for  their  fupport,  has  caufed 
in  any  place  a  famine  of  the  word  *,  he  believes 
himfelf  abundantly  more  culpable  than  thofe 
avaritious  merchants,  who,  by  forming  a  mo- 
nopoly of  grain  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  caufed  a 
grievous  famine  in  that  country,  by  which  an 

innumerable 
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innumerable  multitude  of  its  inhabitants  perifa- 
ed.  Thofe  covetous  men  denied  to  the  bodies 
of  their  neighbours  a  perifhable  nourifhment  •, 
but  he  has  withheld  from  the  fouls  of  his 
brethren  that  precious  manna,  which  might  have 
preferved  them  to  everlafting  life.  Such  was 

the  crime  of  thofe,  whom  our  Lord  addrefled 
in  the  following  words — JVoe  tintq  you^  Scribes 
and  P/iarifeeSy  Hypocrites !  for  ye  Jhut  up  the 
kingdom  of  Heaven  againfi  men:  for  ye  neither 
go  in  yotirfehesy  neither  fuffer  ye  them,  that  are 
entering,  to  go  in  [h),  Obferve  St.  Paul's  fen- 
timents  of  fuch  charadlers.  With  refpedb  to 
thofe  Jews,  who  both  killed  the  Lord  Jefus,  and 
their  own  Prophets,  and  have  perfecuted  us  \  they 
pleafe  not  God,  and  are  contrary  to  all  men, 
forbidding  us  to  fpeak  to  the  Gentiles,  that  they 
might  be  faved,  filling  up,  by  this  means,  the 
meafure  of  their  fin :  for  the  wrath  is  come  upon 
^hem  to  the  utter mofi  (c). 

If  the  charafter,  which  the  apoflle  here  de- 
fcribes,  was  odious  in  a  jew,  without  doubt 
it  is  more  fo  in  a  chriftian,  and  flill  doubly 
deteflable  in  a  miniiler  of  the  Gofpel,  whofe 
heart  fhould  continually  be  animated  with  a 
fervent  defire  for  the  converfion  of  finners,  and 

the 
(b)  Matt,  xxiii.  13.         (c)  i  ThefT.  ii.  15,  16. 
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the  falvation  of  all  mankind.  Was  it  poilible 
for  thofe,  who  are  diftinguiihed  by  this  trait 
of  the  charader  of  Antichrift,  to  difcover  the 
turpitude  of  their  own  conduft,  they  would 
acknowledge  themfelves  abundantly  more  guilty 
than  the  robber,  who  fhould  force  away  from 
a  famifhed  pauper  the  morfel  of  bread  he  had 
begged  in  his  diftrefs.  They  would  pronounce, 
without  any  heiitation,  that  the  fofter- mother, 
who  negledls  the  infant  fhe  has  undertaken  to 
cherifh,  and  prevents  her  charitable  neighbours 
from  affording  it  any  nourifhment,  is  ftill 
more  excufable  than  the  paftor,  who,  not 
content  with  refufing  to  feed  the  flock  of 
Chrift,  endeavours  to  fcatter  his  fheep  wherever 
they  are  found  feeding  j  feeking  out  accufa- 
tions  againft  thofe,  who  have  led  them  to  a 
refrefhing  pafture,  and  ftudying  by  every  means 
to  withdraw  the  Gofpel  from  thofe  penitent 
finners,  who,  as  new-born  babes,  dejife  thejtntere 
milk  of  the  word,  that  they  may  grow  thereby  (d). 

Happy  will  be  the  age,  in  which  chriftian 
paftors  fhall  no  longer  be  found,  like  the  Scribes 
in  the  days  of  St.  Paul,  laboring  to  fill  up 
the  meafure  of  their  iniquities !  Then  truth 
and  piety  fhall  no  longer  be  reftrained  by  the 

fetters 

(d)   I   Pet.  ii.  2. 
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fetters  of  prejudice  and  bigotry  !  Then  the 
faithful  fhall  worfhip  God,  and  publifti  the 
Gofpel,  with  as  much  freedom,  as  the  difii- 
pated  indulge  themfeives  in  the  fports  of  the 
age,  or  the  malevolent  in  flandering  their 
neighbours  ! 

NOTE     XXL 

X  H  E  concern,  which  M.  dc  la  P"lecherc  ex- 
prefled  for  the  relief  of  the  unfortunate  and  afflict- 
ed, was  truly  uncommon ;  but  his  compaflion  was 
ftill  more  abundant  toward  tlie  immoral  and  profane, 
whom  he  conflantly  regarded  as  the  mod  miferable 
of  men.  While  he  detefted  vice,  he  pitied  the  vi- 
cious y  and  while  he  fled  from  fin,  as  from  the 
face  of  a  ferpent,  he  turned  to  the  finner  with  the 
warmeft  emotions  of  benevolence  and  charity.  Con- 
fidering  the  wicked  as  poor  beyond  the  power 
of  expreffion,  he  joyfully  prefcnted  them  with  the 
pearl  of  great  price.  He  faw  them  wandering  as 
(heep  without  a  Ihepherd,  and  endeavoured  to  con- 
duct them  to  the  fold  of  God  :  he  beheld  them 
attempting  to  quench  their  thirft  at  the  poifoned 
ftreams  of  worldly  pleafure,  and  affeftionately  in- 
vited them  to  the  fountain  of  living  ivaiers :  he  faw 
them  heedlefsly  ruihing  to  the  gates  of  death,  and 
labored  to  turn  their  feet  into  the  way  everla/l- 
ing.  Animated  with  that  burning  charity,  by 

which  St.    Paul    was   impelled   to   publirti   die   Gof- 
pel 
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pel  from  nation  to  nation,  this  evangelical  preachei' 
was  conftrained,  not  only  within,  but  beyond  the 
limits  of  his  parifh,  to  follow  after  the  ignorant, 
the  carelefs,  and  the  abandoned,  warning  every  man, 
and  teaching  every  man  in  all  ivifdomy  that  he  might  pre- 
pnt  every  man  perfect  in  Chrijl  jefus.  Confidering  the 
bufincfs,  with  which  he  was  charged,  as  an  employment 
of  the  higheft  importance,  without  paying  any  fervile 
attention  to  times  or  places,  he  loft  no  opportunity 
of  executing  the  commiflion  he  had  received.  His 
higheft  wifli  was  to  convert  the  wicked  fro?n  the  error 
of  his  way  ;  and,  in  the  courfe  of  fo  arduous  an 
undertaking,  he  was  prepared,  at  the  command  of 
his  Lord,  to  go  forth  into  the  high-ways  and  hedges 
with  the  invitations  of  the  Gofpel  5  anxious  to  do 
the  luork  of  an  evangelijl  with  all  pofTible  fidelity, 
and  not  afliamed,  that  every  hour  and  every  place 
(hould  bear  teftimony  to  the  affecStionate  zeal,  with 
which  he  labored  for  the  welfare  of  the  church. 
As  the  mifer  toils  to  increafe  his  hoards,  and  as 
the  ambitious  perfon  ftudies  to  advance  his  reputa- 
tion in  the  world ;  with  equal  affiduity  and  defire 
this  holy  man  endeavoured  to  promote  the  refor- 
mation of  the  ungodly.  Rifing  up  early  and  late 
taking  refly  he  was  employed,  either  dire6tiy  or  in- 
directly, through  the  whole  of  the  day,  in  hiring 
laborers  into  the  fervice  of  his  Lord.  To  engage  their 
attention  and  excite  their  defue,  he  fet  before  them 
the  freedom  of  that  fervice,  the  honors  that  attend 
it,  and  the  rewards  that  follow  it:  to  ftrengthen 
their  feeble  rcfolution,  he  joyfully  offered  them  every 

brotherly 
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brotherly  afl'ilbncc ;  and  to  (haine  their  inaiSlivity, 
he  pointed  them  to  the  example  of  thofe,  who  cheer- 
fully bore  all  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day.  As 
an  afFeiStionate  father  conducls  himfclf  toward  his 
difobedient  children^  reproving  and  alluring,  admonifli- 
ing  and  perfuading  them,  with  every  affecting  teflimony 
of  parental  tendernefs  ;  fo  thts  fpiritual  father  con- 
ducSled  himfelf  toward  the  chiWren  of  tranfgrcffion 
and  impiety,  feeking,  by  every  affectionate  method, 
to  engage  them  in  the  purfuit  of  that  holhtcfs^  with» 
ottt   which  no   man  Jhail  fee   the  Lord, 

With  refpecl  to  individuals,  he  was  peculiarly  care- 
ful to  choofe  the  fitteft  opportunities  of  converfing 
with  them  upon  facred  fubjeifts.  In  the  day  of  their 
profperity,  he  fometimes  fpake  to  them,  as  it  were, 
at  a  diftance ;  but  in  the  day  of  their  adverfity,  he 
redoubled  his  efforts,  and  followed  them  with  the 
mofl  familiar  attention ;  fully  perfuaded,  that  religious 
ijnpreffions  can  never  be  made  in  a  more  favorable 
feafon,  than  when  the  heart  has  been  foftened  by  pre- 
vious afflicling  providences.  Were  they  deftitute 
of  fpiritual  knowledge  —  he  explained  to  them  the 
myfterics  of  evangelical  truth  :  were  they  prefuming 
upon  the  mercy,  they  had  formerly  abul'ed  —  he 
awakened  their  fears  by  .reprefentations  of  that  righ- 
teous wrath ^  which  is  revealed  from  Heaven  againjt 
all  ungodlinefi :  were  they  doubtful  of  ever  finding 
acceptance  with  God  —  he  animated  their  hopes,  and 
encouraged  them  to  a  fteady  dependence  upon  the 
promifes  of  God  ;  happily  adapting  his  feveral  ap- 
plications 
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plications  to  the  circumftances  of  his  fpiritual  pa- 
tients. Such  was  the  ardent  charity  of  this  father 
in  Chrift  toward  the  depraved  and  unbelieving, 
wherever  he  difcovered  them ;  a  charity,  which  was 
frequently  no  lefs  effe<Slual  in  its  operations,  than 
powerful  in  its  eflence.  A  number  of  inftances 
might  here  be  produced,  in  which  the  efforts  of 
his  love  were  crowned  with  fuccefs.  But,  without 
felecling  examples  from  among  fuch  a  cloud  of  wii;- 
neffes,  as  are  to  be  found  within  the  compafs  of  his 
ftated  labors,  I  (hall  content  myfelf  with  mention- 
ing a  particular  inftance  of  this  kind,  which  occurred 
in  the  courfe  of  his  travels  on  the  Continent. 

Meeting  fome  years  ago  with  a  young  Genoefe, 
who  was  returning  from  Antibes  to  Genoa,  M.  dc 
la  Flechere,  who  was  taking  the  fame  route,  very 
courteoufly  accepted  the  offer  of  his  company. 
After  a  (hort  converfation  had  taken  place  between 
them,  our  pious  traveller  was  deeply  affliiSted  to  dif- 
cover,  that  his  companion  had  largely  imbibed  the 
fceptical  notions  of  the  day.  Upon  this  difcovery, 
he  beheld  the  youth  with  a  mixture  of  compaffion 
and  hope,  fecretly  determining  to  improve  the  provi- 
dence, which  had  call  this  young  ftranger  in  his 
way,  by  attempting  to  lead  him  from  the  groffnefs 
of  materialifm,  to  the  fpirituality  of  the  Gofpel.  As 
they  were  detained  feveral  days  at  Monacho  by  con- 
trary winds,  he  thankfully  embraced  this  favorable 
opportunity  of  converfmg  with  his  fellow-traveller, 
in  the  freeft  and  moil  affectionate  manner.     At  firft 

the 
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the  young  man  maintained  his  own  fentiments  with 
a  great  degree  of  warmth,    and  with  a  ftrong  per- 
fuafion,    that    every  attempt    to   refute  them    would 
be  ineffe6lual :  but,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  hours    he 
was  unexpededly  daggered  by  the  forcible  arguments 
of  his  wifer   opponent.       At  the   end  of  two  days 
debate,    he  frankly  acknowledged  himfelf  vanquifhed 
and   exprefTed   a  defire,    that   the   controverfy   might 
be  turned  into  a  liberal  enquiry  refpeding  the  nature 
of  revealed  religion.       Here  M.  de  la  Flechere  en- 
tered upon  a  part  of  his  province,   to  which  he  was 
always  efpecially    difpofed,    explaining   the  fcriptures 
in  a  manner  peculiar  to  himfelf,    equally  intelligible 
and   fublime,    leading   on    his    aftonilhed   companion 
from    myftery  to   myftery,    and   opening  before  him 
an   unbounded   profped  of  grace   and  glory.       The 
young  man  was  ftruck  with  the  mafterly  fkill,    and 
affedled  with  the  more  than  parental  concern  of  his 
inftrudor.       He  looked  up   to   him   with  reverence 
and  liftened  to  him  with  admiration :    and  ftili,    tlie 
longer   he   attended    to   his   difcourfe,    the   more   he 
was    athirft    for    information,     renewing    the  facred 
fubjed,    with    little    intermifllon,    from    morning   to 
night.  At  length,    he  was  conftrained  to   ac- 

knowledge the  natural  depravity  and  darknefs  of  his 
mind,  bewailing  his  former  inattention  to  the  mod 
momentous  concerns,  and  lamenting,  with  many  tears 
that  he  had  wandered  fo  long  without  the  help  of  an 
experienced  guide,  to  extricate  him  from  the  mazes 
of  delufion  and  error.  From  this  time,  he  defircd 
to  be  prefent  at  morning  and  evening  prayer,  on 
Vol.  I.  P  which 
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which  occafions  M.  de  la  Flechere  was  careful  to 
expound  Ibme  portion  of  fcripture  peculiarly  adapted 
to  his  circumftances :  and,  during  the  continuance 
of  thefe  devotional  exercifes,  fuch  was  the  folemn 
attention  and  deportment  of  this  altered  youth,  that 
a  Oranger  would  have  fuppofed  him  a  ftudent  of 
deep  experience  in  the  fchool  of  Chrift.  Thefe 
religious  impreflions  were  not  only  continued,  but 
deepened,  from  day  to  day,  till  their  arrival  at 
Genoa ;  when  M.  de  la  Flechere  had  the  fatisfadlion 
of  obferving,  in  the  charader  of  his  amiable  com- 
panion, every  apparent  token  of  a  real  and  permanent 
change.  During  M.  de  la  Flechere's  continuance 

at  this  place,  he  had  frequent  opportunities  of  con- 
verfmg  with  his  new  acquaintance,  from  whom  he 
received  many  teftimonies  of  affeflionate  regard,  and 
whom  he  endeavoured  to  eftablifh  in  the  faith  of 
the  Gofpel.  He  gave  him  fuch  diredlions  and 
warnings,  as  were  fuited  to  his  ftate.  He  exhorted 
him  to  fearch  the  fcripturcs,  and  to  continue  inftant 
in  prayer.  He  fet  before  him  the  trials  and  diffi- 
culties, which  would  probably  attend  his  fpiritual 
progrefs,  together  with  the  advantages  and  confola- 
tions,  which  inuft  neceflarily  accompany  a  religious 
life.  He  guarded  him  agalnfl  the  devices  of  an 
enfnaring  world,  and  pointed  out  the  vanity  of  its 
richeft  gifts  —  how  tranfient  its  fmiles,  how  trifling 
its  honors,  how  uncertain  its  riches,  how  inconftant 
its  friendfliip,  how  feeble  its  fupports  —  intreating 
him  to  mark  it  down  in  his  memory,  that  the 
friend  of  the  voorld  is  the  enemy  of  God,      And  now, 

being 
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being  called  away  from  Genoa,  after  taking  a  moft 
affeftionate  leave  of  his  young  difciple,  and  com- 
mending him  to  the  grace  of  God  in  folemn  prayer, 
he  ivsnt  on  his  way  rejoicing. 


?2  TRAIT 
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TRAIT      XXII. 

THu  engaging  condefcenfwn  of  his  humble  charity. 

V_>  H  A  R 1  T  Y  avoids  all .  appearance  of 
haughtinefs,  and  is  never  feen  to  ad  in  an 
unbecoming  manner.  On  the  contrary,  full  of 
courtefy,  flie  fears  left  fhe  fhould  give  offence 
to  any  •■>  and,  full  of  benevolence,  ihe  labors 
for  the  edification  of  all.  Hence  the  charita- 
ble paftor  cannot  ad  otherwife  than  with  a 
holy  condefcenfion  toward  all  men,  and  efpe- 
cially  toward  the  ignorant  and  poor,  with  whom 
the  minifters  of  the  prefent  age  will  fcarcely 
deign  to  converfe  :  and,  without  ever  flipping 
his  foot  into  the  pit  of  error,  he  fometimes 
approaches  it,  with  a  happy  mixture  of  com- 
pafTion  and  prudence,  for  the  relief  of  thofe, 
who  are  unable  to  extricate  themfelves  from 
it.  Though  I  am  free  from  all  men,  writes  St. 
Paul,  yei  I  have  made  myfelf  fervant  unto  all, 
that  I  might  gain  the  7nore.  Unto  the  Jews  I 
became  as  a  Jew,  that  I  might  gain  the  Jews : 
to  them  that  are  without  law,  as  without  law, 
that  I  might  gain  them  that  are  without  a  writ- 
ten law.     To  the  weak  became  1  as  weak,  that 

1  might 
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/  might  gain  the  weak  :    I  am   made   all   things 
to  all  men,    that  I  might  by  all  means  fave  form. 
And  this   I  do  for  the   GofpeVs  fake   (a).      All 
things  are  lawful  for  me,  continues  he,    hut  ail 
things   are   not   expedient:    all  things   are   lawful 
for  me,  but  all  things  edify  not  (b).      U'^hen  ye 
Jtn  againji  the  brethren  by  wounding  their  weak 
confcience,    ye  fin   againji   Chrifl.      Wherefore   if 
meat  make  my  brother   to   of  end,   I  will  eat  no 
flefh  while  the   world  fiandeth,    left   I  make   my 
brother  to  offend  (c).     Whether,  therefore,  ye  eat 
or  drink,  or  whatfoever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory 
of  God.     Even  as  1  pleafe  all  men  in  all  things, 
not  feeking  mine  own  profit,   but  the  profit  of  many, 
that  they  may  be  faved  (d). 

Behold  that  fweet  prudence  of  charity,  which 
our  Lord  recommended  to  his  difciples,  when 
he  pointed  out  the  folly  of  putting  tiew  wine 
into  fuch  bottles,  as  were  unable  to  refift  the 
force  of  the  fermenting  liquor.  And  of  this 
affedionate  difcretion  he  himfelf  gave  them  a 
ftriking  example,  when  he  faid ;  /  have  many 
things  to  fay  unto  you,  but  ye  cannot  bear 
them  now.  If  this  condefcending  carriage  was 
lovely  in  the  blefTed  Jefus,  it  will  ever  ap- 
P  3  pear 

(a)  I  Cor.  ix.  19—23.  (b)  1  Cor.  x.  23. 

(c)  1  Cor.  viii.  12,  13.         (d)  1  Cor.  x.  32,  33. 
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pear  amiable  in  his  humble  imitators,  who 
can  fay,  with  the  apoftle  Paul,  to  the  weaker 
members  of  the  church :  IVe  have  fed  you  with 
milk,  and  not  with  meat-,  for  hitherto  ye  were 
not  able  to  bear  it  (e). 

Special  care  is,  however,  to  be  taken,  that 
this  charitable  condefcenfion  may  never  betray 
the  interefts  of  truth  and  virtue.  Abjiain,  faith 
St.  Paul,  from  all  appearance  of  evil  (f ).  Be 
ye  followers  of  me,  even  as  I  alfo  am  of  Chrifi  (g). 
For  herein  do  1  exercife  myfelf  to  have  always 
a  confcience  void  of  offence,  toward  God  and  to- 
ward men  (h).  And  our  rejoicing  is  this,  the  tef- 
timony  of  our  confcience,  that  in  fmplicity  and  godly 
fincerity,  not  with  fleflily  wifdom,  but  by  the  grace 
of  God,  we  have  had  our  converfation  in  the 
world,  and  more  abundantly  to  you-ward,  among 
whom  we  have  labored  in  the  Gofpel  (i). 

If  there  exift  paftors,  who  lack  this  conde- 
fcenfion  toward  the  poor,  or  who  are  defti- 
tute  of  that  humble  charity,  which  can  fami- 
liarize itfelf  with  the  moft  ignorant,  for  their 
edification  and  comfort :  if  there  are  minifters 
to  be  found,  who  are  ever  meanly  complaifant 

to 
(e)  J  Cor.  iii.  2.     (f)  i  Thef.  v.  22.     (g)  i  Cor.  xi.  i. 
(h)  Afts  xxiv.  16.  (i)  2  Cor.  i.  12. 
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-to  the  rich,  and  who  are  void  of  holy  refolu- 
t'lon  m  the  prefence  of  the  great,  inftead  of 
conduding  themfelves  with  that  mingled  hu- 
mility and  dignity,  which  are  fuitable  to  the 
charailer  they  fuftain  —  may  the  one  and  the 
other  be  convinced  of  the  grievous  error,  into 
which  they  are  fallen,  while  they  contemplate 
this  oppofite  trait  in  the  charader  of  St.  Paul. 

Upon  what  confideration  is  founded  the  hu- 
miliating diftindion,  which  is  generally  made, 
between  the  rich  and  the  poor  ?  Was  Chrill 
manifefted  in  a  ftate  of  earthly  grandeur  ? 
Did  he  not  chiefly  aiTociate  with  the  poor  ? 
Far  from  flattering  the  rich,  did  he  not  in- 
finuate  that  they  would,  with  the  utmoft  diffi- 
culty, enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God  ?  Did 
he  not  affirm,  it  were  better  for  a  man  to  be 
cafl:  into  the  fea  with  a  mill-ftone  about  his 
neck,  than  to  offend  the  pooreft  believer  ?  Did 
he  not  declare,  that  he  would  confider  the  regard 
fhewn  to  the  meaneft  of  his  followers,  as  though 
he  himfelf  had  been  the  immediate  objed  of 
it  ?  When  St.  James  afllires  us,  that  /le,  who 
converteth  a  /inner  from  the  error  of  his  ijua)\  per- 
forms the  beft  of  all  poffible  good  works,  be- 
caufe,  by  preventing  a  multitude  of  fins,  he 
places  the  foul  in  the  road  to  every  virtue 
P  4  — can 
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—  can  this  declaration  be  fuppofed  to  lofe  any 
of  its  force,  when  applied  to  the  foul  of  a 
poor  man  ?  Are  not  the  loweft  of  men 

immortal  as  the  moft  elevated  ?  Did  not  Chrift 
humble  himfelf  to  the  death  of  the  crofs  for 
the  poor,  as  well  as  the  rich  ?  Hath  not  God 
chofeit  the  poor  of  this  world,  rich  in  faith,  and 
heirs  of  the  Kingdom  F  And,  finally,  were  the 
angels  lefs  ready  to  convey  the  foul  of  perifh- 
ing  Lazarus  to  Paradife,  than  that  of  wealthy 
Abraham  ?  Perifli   then  for  ever  that  un- 

chriftian  prejudice,  which  difhonors  the  poor, 
nourifhes  the  pride  of  the  rich,  and  leads  us 
to  the  violation  of  that  great  command,  by 
which  we  become  as  guilty,  as  though  we  had 
tranfgreffed  the  whole  Law,  the  fpirit  of  which 
is  love.  And  let  us  remember,  it  is  only  out 
of  the  ruins  of  fo  defpicable  a  partiality,  that 
the  engaging  condefcenfton,  of  which  St.  Paul  has 
left  us  fo  lovely  an  example,  can  poiTibly  be 
produced. 


TR  AIT 
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TRAIT     XXIII. 

His  courage  i?i  defence  of  oppreffed  truth. 

Char  ITT  rejoketh  in  the  Truth  (a).  Thefe 
two  amiable  companions  are  clofely  united  to- 
gether, and  mutually  fuftain  each  other.  It 
is  poffible,  however,  when  an  error  has  the 
fuffrages  of  many  perfons  refpedable  on  account 
of  their  wifdom,  their  age,  their  rank,  their 
labors,  or  their  piety,  that  a  fincere  chriftian 
may  be  tempted  to  facrifice  truth  to  authority, 
or,  rather,  to  a  miftaken  charity.  But  the  en- 
lightened paftor,  putting  on  the  refolution  of 
St.  Paul,  will  never  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  impofed 
upon  by  the  appearance  either  of  perfons,  or 
things :  and  though  he  fhould  fee  himfelf  {land- 
ing alone  on  the  fide  of  evangelical  truth,  he 
will  not  fear,  even  fingly,  to  ad  as  its  modeft 
and  zealous  defender. 

In  thefe  circumftances  a  luke-warm  minifter 

lofes  all  his  courage.     Behold  his  general  plea 

for   the   pufiUanimity  of    his  condudl — 'I  am 

'  alone,    and  what  fuccefs  can   1   exped  in  fo 

'  difficult  an    undertaking  ?     The   partifans    of 

'  this 
(a)   I   Cor.  :dii.  6. 
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'  this  error  are  perfons,  v/hom  I  both  love 
'  and  honor.     Some  of  them  have  fhewn  me 

*  great  kindnefs,  and  others  have  fufficient  credit 
'  to  prejudice  the  world  againft  me.  More- 
'  over,  it  would  be  looked  upon  as  prefumption 

*  in  me,  who  am  weaker  than  a  reed,  to  oppofe 

*  myfelf  to  a  torrent,  which  bears  down  the 
'  ftrongeft  pillars  of  the  church.'  Such  is  the 
manner,  in  which  he  apologizes  for  the  timidity 
of  his  condud  in  thofe  Situations,  where  his 
love  of  truth  is  publicly  called  to  the  teft : 
not  confidering,  that  to  reafon  thus,  is  to  forget, 
at  once,  the  omnipotence  of  God,  the  force  of 
truth,  and  the  unfpeakable  worth  of  thofe  fouls, 
which  error  may  poifon  and  deftroy. 

On  the  contrary,  the  faithful  minifter,  who, 
on  all  occafions,  rejoices  in  the  truth,  conferring 
not  with  jiejli  and  bloody  courageoufly  refufes  to 
bear  the  yoke  of  any  error,  that  muft  evidently 
be  accompanied  with  evil  confequences.  In  the 
moft  trying  fituations  of  this  nature,  he  imi- 
tates the  condud  of  the  great  apoftle,  who, 
when  he  faw  a  fhameful  error  making  its  way 
into  the  church,  placed  himfelf  in  the  gap,  and 
gave  way  to  the  emotions  of  his  honeft  zeal, 
as  related  in  the  following  pafTage :  —  Falfe 
brethren   came  in  privily  to  fpy   out   our   liberty^ 

which 
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which  "joe  have  in  Chrijt  Jefus^  that  they  might 
bring  us  into  bondage,  ^o  whom  we  gave  place 
by  fubje^ionj  no  not  for  an  hour  -,  that  the  truth 
of  the  Gofpel  might  continue  with  you.  And  when 
Peter  was  come  to  Antioch^  I  withflood  him  to 
the  face^  becaufe  he  was  to  be  blamed.  For  before 
that  certain  came  from  James^  he  did  eat  with 
the  Gentiles:  hut  when  they  were  come,  he  with' 
drew  and  feparated  himfelf^  fearing  them  which  were 
of  the  circumcifton.  And  the  other  Jews  diffcmbled 
likewife  with  him,  infomuch  that  Barnabas  alfo, 
under  the  fpeclous  pretence  of  not  offending 
his  neighbour,  was  carried  away  with  their  diffi- 
mulation.  But  when  I  faw,  that  they  walked 
not  uprightly,  according  to  the  truth  of  the  Gof- 
pel, I  faid  unto  Peter  before  them  all,  if  thou, 
being  a  Jew,  liveji  after  the  maimer  of  the  Gentiles, 
and  not  as  do  the  Jews,  why  compellefl  thou  the 
Gentiles  to  live  as  do  the  Jews  {h)? 

This  reafonable  reprimand  is,  perhaps,  one 
of  the  greateft  proofs,  which  St.  Paul  ever  gave 
of  the  uprightnefs  of  his  intention,  and  the 
fteadinefs  of  his  refolution. 

Ye  men  of  integrity !  ye,  who  have  proved 
how  much  it  cofts  to  defend  the  rigl.ts  of  truth, 

when 
(b)  Gal.  ii.  4 —  14. 
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when  they  ftand  oppofed  to  that  deference,  which 
condefcending  love  obliges  us  to  fhew,  in  a 
thoufand  inftances,  to  refpedable  authority  j  you, 
alone,  are  able  to  make  a  proper  judgment  of 
the  holy  violence,  which  was  exercifed  by  St, 
Paul  upon  this  occafion.  But'  whatever  they 
may  be  called  to  endure,  in  fo  honorable  a 
caufe,  happy  are  thofe  chriftians,  and  doubly 
happy  thofe  paftors,  who  have  fo  great  a  love 
for  truth,  and  fo  true  a  love  for  their  breth- 
ren, that  they  are  ready  at  all  times,  with  this 
faithful  apoftle,  to  facrifice  to  the  interefts  of 
the  Gofpel,  every  inferior  confideration,  every 
fervile  fear,  and  every  worldly  hope. 

NOTE      XXII. 

A  HOUGH  truth  has  many  profefled  admirers, 
yet  (he  feldom  finds  a  fteady  follower,  and  ftill  lefs 
frequently  a  refolute  defender.  Without  a  folid  un- 
derftanding,  an  upright  heart,  and  an  unconquerable 
rtfolution,  no  man  is  properly  qualified  to  maintain 
the  rights  of  truth.  He,  that  is  void  of  underftanding, 
will  never  difcover  the  worth  of  truth;  he,  that  is 
deftitute  of  an  upright  heart,  will  feel  but  little  attach- 
ment to  truth,  notwithftanding  all  her  worth  ;  while 
he,  tiiat  is  of  an  irrefolute  temper,  will  rather  defert 
her*  ftandard  than  fuffer  in  her  caufe.  Balaam  was 
eminently   diftinguidied  by  a  fpirit    of  difcernment, 

but 
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but  was  deftitute  of  an  upright  heart ;  Peter  was 
poflefled  of  an  upright  heart,  but  betrayed,  on  a 
memorable  occafion,  the  want  of  an  undaunted  fpirit ; 
Saul,  the  pharifce,  though  remarkable  for  his  upright- 
nefs  and  refolutian,  was  miferably  defective  with  re- 
fpe^l  to  fpiritual  difcernment ;  while  Paul,  the  apoftle, 
uniting  in  his  charaiSler  thefe  fevcral  qualifications, 
became  a  zealpus  and  fteady  defender  of  truth.  It 

would  be  difficult  to  fay,  in  which  of  thefe  three 
qualifications  M.  de  la  Flecliere  principally  excelled; 
fo  happily  proportioned  was  his  fincerity  to  his  dif- 
cernment, and  the  firmnefs  of  his  refolution  to  the 
uprightnefs  of  his  heart.  Thus  remarkably  furniflied 
for  the  fervice  of  truth,  he  engaged  himfelf  in  her 
caufe,  with  an  extraordinary  degree  of  adivity  and 
zeal,  earneftiy  defiring  to  fee  the  uttermoft  parts  of 
the  earth  illuminated  with  her  beams,  and  the  in- 
liabitants  of  every  country  fubmitting  to  her  authority. 
Wherever  he  came,  he  exalted  her  honors,  and  bore 
tefiimony  to  her  matchlefs  worth,  making  mention 
of  her  uaySy  as  tvc^ys  of  pleafanturfs^  and  commending 
her  paths^  as  paths  of  peace.  Whenever  he  faw  fpi- 
ritual truth  triumphant,  he  rejoiced  at  the  fight,  as 
one  that  pideth  great  fp oil:  when  he  beheld  her  de- 
fpifed  and  rejedted,  he  cheerfully  fhared  her  difgrace, 
and  fuffered  in  her  caufe.  If  her  excellencies  were 
at  any  time  obfcured  by  the  mifconceptions  of  the 
ignorant,  he  endeavoured  to  difTipate  that  obfcurity, 
and  exhibit  her  to  the  world  in  all  her  native  luftre. 
If  he  faw  her  aflaulted,  he  voluntarily  expofed  him- 
felf to  dane;er  in  her  defence  :  and  whether  the  attack 
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was  made  by  miftaken  friends,  or  inveterate  enemies, 
he  oppofed  it,  as  a  man  wholly  proof  againft  the 
undue  influence  of  prejudice  or  intereft,  refentment 
or  refpe(5l.  In  all  his  ftruggles  for  truth,  he  con- 
tended with  confidence,  but  without  obftinacy ;  with 
zeal,  but  not  with  bitternefs ;  in  meeknefs  'injlru£ling 
thofe  that  oppofed  them/elves.,  if  God^  peradventure^  might 
give  them  repentance  to  the  acknowledging  of  the  truth. 
If  the  error  he  difcovered  was  merely  of  a  circum- 
ftantial  nature,  he  purfued  it  with  lefs  feverity ;  but 
if  it  was  a  fundamental  error,  he  oppofed  it  with 
a  holy  vehemence,  giving  it  no  quarter,  till  it  was 
allowed,  by  the  candid  and  impartial,  to  be  abfo- 
lutely  untenable :  in  the  mean  time,  making  it  abun- 
dantly manifefl:,  by  his  modefl:  and  courteous  deport- 
ment, that  he  contended,  not  for  the  acquifition  of 
vidory,  but  for  the  exaltation  of  truth. 

His  ardent  attachment  to  divine  truth  would  not 
permit  him  to  hear,  in  filence,  the  lea^l  infmuation, 
that  might  be  thrown  out  to  the  difad vantage  of 
chriilianity.  And  in  fome  companies,  he  thought 
it  neceflary  to  call  upon  the  avowed  defpifers  of 
revelation,  either  to  eftabliih  or  retrad  the  charges 
they  had  exhibited  againft  the  religion  of  Jefus.  In 
England  he  very  rarely  mixed  with  perfons  of  an 
irreligious  converfation ;  but  in  his  paffage  through 
other  countries,  he  was  frequently  obliged  to  aflbciate 
with  men  of  a  charader  altogether  oppofite  to  his 
own.  In  Italy,  France,  and  Holland,  he  has  taken 
liis  feat,  with  a  fteady  compofure,  among  deifts,  fo- 

cinians. 
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cinians,  and  free-thinkers ;  and  after  vainly  endea- 
vouring, in  the  politell  manner,  to  introduce  a 
converfation  refpeiSling  divine  truth,  has  been  often 
conftrained  to  fignify  his  defire  of  exchanging  an 
argument,  with  any  gentleman  in  company,  on  tlie 
fubjedl  of  natural  religion.  As  chcfc  offers  vi'cre  always 
made  in  the  moft  graceful  terms,  they  were  frequently 
accepted  in  a  becoming  manner,  when  a  converfa- 
tion has  ufually  taken  place,  fufficiently  interefting 
to  excite  the  curiofity  and  engage  the  attention  oi' 
every  perfon  prefent.  Upon  evciy  occafion  of  this 
nature,  he  appeared  perfectly  difpaflionatc  and  recol- 
le<5leci,  difcovering  an  accurate  acquaintance  with  every 
part  of  his  fubjec^,  and  never  failing  to  foil  his  ftrongeft 
antagonifts  upon  their  own  ground.  And  in  the  clofe 
of  every  fuch  debate,  he  was  careful  to  recapitulate 
the  principal  arguments  which  had  been  advanced  by 
either  party,  in  the  courfe  of  the  conteft;  afcribing 
the  vi£tory  he  had  obtained  to  the  irrefiftible  power 
of  truth,  and  enumerating  the  fpecial  advantages  of 
revealed,  over  natural,  religion. 

Some  years  ago,  he  met  with  a  traveller  on  the 
Continent,  who  had  adopted  the  fentiments  of  Vol- 
taire, with  refpedl  to  the  religion  of  Jefus ;  a  man 
of  much  information  and  refinement,  and  a  ftrenu- 
ous  oppofer  of  the  chriftian  faith.  This  gentleman 
no  fooner  underftood  that  he  was  fitting  in  company 
with  a  zealous  defender  of  fcriptural  truth,  but, 
confiding  in  his  own  fuperiority,  he  carelefsly  threw 
out  the  gauntlet,    by  ridiculing  the  fentiments  which 

M.  de 
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M.  de  la  Flechere  maintained.  Our  pious  traveller 
immediately  accepted  the  challenge  with  a  modeft 
aflurancc,  and  the  convcrfaiion  between  thefe  two 
able  difputants  foon  became  ferious.  Every  argu- 
ment, on  either  fide,  was  propofed  with  the  greateft 
caution,  and  every  propofition  examined  with  the 
niceft  accuracy.  After  the  conteft  had  continued 
for  feveral  hours  together,  the  gentleman  grew  im- 
patient at  his  want  of  fuccefs  j  while  his  calmer 
opponent  confuted  and  expofed  the  tenets,  he  had 
vainly  endeavoured  to  maintain.  This  debate 

was  continued,  by  adjournment,  for  the  fpace  of  a 
week  :  and,  during  this  feafon,  whatever  had  been 
faid  upon  the  fubjed,  by  the  moft  celebrated  writers, 
was  regularly  brought  forward  and  thoroughly  can^ 
vaffed.  M.  de  la  Fltchere  repeatedly  overcame  his 
antaffonilV,  whofe  arguments  became  more  languid 
and  inefFedlual  toward  the  clofe  of  the  debate,  and 
who  regularly  loft  his  temper  and  his  caufe  together. 
In  the  courle  of  this  controverfy,  M.  de  la  Flechere, 
took  a  view  of  the  chriftian's  enviable  hfe,  his  con- 
iblation  in  trouble,  and  his  tranquillity  in  danger; 
together  with  His  abfoly.te  fuperiority  to  all  the  evils 
of  life  and  the  horrors  of  death;  interfperfmg  his 
remarks  with  many  affectionate  admonitions,  and 
powerful  perfuafives,  to  a  rational  dependence  upon 
the  truths  of  the  Gofpel.  Such  was  the  con- 

clufion  of  this  memorable  debate,  in  the  courfe  of 
which,  the  unfuccefsful  difputant  conceived  fo  exalted 
an  idea  of  his  opponent's  charader,  that  he  never 
afterwards   mentioir.d   his    name,    but  with   peculiar 

veneration 
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Veneration  and  regard.  And,  as  a  proof  that  this 
regard  was  unfeigned,  meeting  with  M.  de  la 
Flechere  about  eight  years  afterwards  in  Provence, 
where  he  lived  in  affluence  and  eafe,  he  fliewed 
him  every  poflible  civility,  entertaining  him  at  his 
own  houfe  in  the  moft  hofpitable  manner,  and 
liftening  to  his  converfation  on  fpiritual  fubjedls,  with 
all  imaginable  attention  and  refpedl. 

Such  was  the  manner,  in  which  M.  de  la  Flechere 
acquitted  himfelf  in  the  defence  of  opprefled  truth; 
and  whether  his  efforts  were  fuccefsful  or  not,  he 
left  behind  him,  in  every  place,  fufficient  proofs  of 
the  acutenefs,  refolution,  and  conftancy,  with  which 
he  exerted  himfelf  in  her  caufe. 


Vol.  I.  d  TRAIT 
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TRAIT       XXIV. 

His  prudence  infrujirating  the  deftgns  of  his  enemies. 


T, 


HERE  is  no  kind  of.  calumny  Vvhich  the 
■incredulous  have  not  advanced,  in  order  to 
render  chriftianity  either  odious,  or  contempti- 
ble. According  to  the  notions  of  thefe  men, 
to  adopt  tlie  maxims  of  evangelical  patience, 
argues  a  want  of  fenfibility ;  and  to  regulate 
our  condudt  according  to  the  didates  of  chrif- 
tian  prudence,  is  to  ad  the  hypocrite.  What 
we  have  to  fay,  in  this  place,  will  chiefly  refpecffc 
the  latter  charge. 

It  has  been  afierted  by  modern  infidels,  that 
the  gentlenefs  and  forbearance,  which  the  Gof- 
pel  requires  of  its  profefTors,  muft  neceflarily 
make  them  the  dupes  of  defigning  men,  and 
lead  them  unreludantly  into  the  fnares  of  their 
perfecutors.  But  to  draw  this  inference  from 
fome  few  pafiages  of  fcripture,  underftood  in 
too  literal  a  fenfe,  is  to  fet  truth  at  variance 
with  itfelf,  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  charging 
chriftians  with  all  the  evil,  which,  it  is  pre- 
fumed,  they  might  have  avoided  by  prudence, 

or 
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or   have   overcome  by  refolution.  The 

example  of  our  Lord,  and  that  of  St.  Paul, 
might  have  reAified  the  ideas  of  cavillers  upon 
this  point.  When  Chrift  exhorted  his  difciples 
to  be  harmkfs  as  doves,  he  admonifhed  them, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  be  wife  as  ferpents :  and 
of  this  harmlefs  wifdom  he  himfelf  gave  a  ftrlk- 
ing  example,  when  he  was  interrogated  by  the 
Jews  refpedling  the  lawfulnefs  of  paying  tribute 
unto  Cefar.  Well  acquainted  with  the  differ- 
ent fentiments  of  that  people,  with  regard  to 
the  Roman  yoke,  without  dire6tly  combating 
the  prejudices  of  any  party,  he  returned  a 
fatisfaclory  anfwer  to  all  parties,  by  an  inference 
drawn  from  i/ie  image  and  fuperfcription  borne 
upon  their  current  coin  —  Render  therefore  unto 
Cefar  the  things  that  are  Cefafs,  and  unto  God 
the  things  that  are  God's  (a). 

The  fincere  chriftian,  and  the  faithful  minifter, 
have  frequent  occafion  for  this  happy  prudence, 
as  well  as  St.  Paul,  who,  more  than  once,  em- 
ployed it  with  fuccefs.  The  Jews,  irritated 
agairift  this  apoftle,  fought  occafion  to  deftroy 
him,  on  account  of  the  zeal  with  which  he 
publifhed  the  Gofpel  among  the  Gentiles. 
Hoping  to  CoftQn  the  prejudices  they  enter- 
ed 2  tained 
(a)  Malt.  xxii.  21. 
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tained  againft  his  condud,  he  recounted  td 
them,  how  Jefus,  being  raifed  from  the  dead, 
and  appearing  to  him  in  an  extraordinary  man- 
ner, had  exprefsly  fent  him  to  the  Gentiles,(b) ; 
when  the  Jews,  more  irritated  than  before, 
would  have  torn  him  in  pieces,  had  he  not 
been  refcued  out  of  their  hands  by  the  Roman 
garrifon.  By  this  means  Paul  was  prefer ved 
for  a  more  peaceful  hearing.  And  on  the 
morrow,  when  he  flood  before  the  Jewilh  coun- 
cil, perceiving  that  the  affembly  was  compofed, 
partly  of  fadducees,  who  fay  there  is  no  re- 
furre5iion,  neither  angel,  nor  fpirit  -,  and  partly 
of  pharifees,  who  believe  equally  in  the  exiftencc 
of  fpirits,  and  the  refurredion  of  the  body  ; 
he  immediately  availed  himfelf  of  this  circum- 
ftance,  and  cried  out  —  Men  and  brethren,  I  am 
a  pharifee,  the  fon  of  a  pharifee ;  of  the  hope  and 
refurreBion  of  the  dead  I  am  called  in  queftion  (c). 
As  though  he  had  faid  — The  great  caufe  of 
the  violent  perfecution,  that  is  now  raifed  againft 
me,  is,  that  I  preach  Jefus  and  the  refurre^ion. 
Our  fathers,  indeed,  were  not  abfolutely  affured 
of  a  life  to  come;  but  the  important  dodrine 
of  the  refurredion,  and  of  the  judgment  that 
ihall  follow,  is  now  demonftrated ;  fince  God 
has  given  an  inconteftable  proof  of  it,  in  raifing 

up 
(b)  Afts  xxii.  21,         (c)  Ads  xxiii,  6. 
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up  his  Son  Jefus  from  the  dead.  And  I 
myfelf  have  been  an  eye-witnefs  of  his  refur- 
redion,  to  whom  he  has  appeared  two  feveral 
times,  once  as  I  journeyed  to  Damafcus,  and 
afterwards  as  I  prayed  in  the  Temple.  But 
when  I  mentioned  this  fecond  appearance  of 
a  rifen  Saviour,  my  incredulous  accufers  began 
vehemently  to  cry  out,  Away  with  fuch  a  fellow 
from   the  earth.  By   this  juft  expofition 

of  the  fad,  and  by  his  prudent  feledion  of 
the  refurre^ion  of  Chrifl  from  among  the  other 
great  dodtrines  of  chriftianity,  St.  Paul  happily 
caufed  a  divifion  to  take  place  among  his  judges. 
The  event  anfwered  his  expedation :  the  fcribes^ 
that  were  of  the  pharifees  part,  arofe,  faying ; 
We  find  no  evil  in  this  man:  but  if  a  fpirit, 
I.  e.  a  man  rifen  from  the  dead,  or  an  angel 
hathfpoken  to  him,  let  us  not  fight  againfi  God{d.), 
There  is  ftill  another  inftance  of  the  wifdom 
of  the  ferpent  reconciling  itfelf  with  the  inno- 
cence of  the  dove,  in  the  condud  of  this 
apoftle,  when,  marking  the  difpofition  of  his 
Athenian  judges,  he  took  advantage  of  their 
tafte  for  novelty,  by  announcing  to  them  The 
unknown  God,  to  whom  they  had  already  ereded 
an  altar  (e). 

0.3  This 

(d)  Ads  xxiii.  9.         (e)  A6ls  xvil. 
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This  chriflian  prudence,  equally  diftant  from 
the  duplicity  of  hypocrites  and  the  ftupidity 
of  idiots,  merits  a  place  among  the  traits,  which 
charaderize  this  great  apoftle,  not  only  becaufe 
it  is  Vv'orthy  of  our  imitation,  but  alfo  becaufe 
it  has  been  indiredly  reprefented,  by  a  modern 
Celfus,  as  mere  cunning  and  artifice.  The 
author  here  alluded  to,  who  defer ves  rather  to 
be  called  a  great  poet,  than  a  faithful  painter, 
having  disfigured  this  trait  of  St.  Paul's  charac- 
ter, with  a  pencil  dipt  in  the  gaul  of  prejudice  ♦, 
we  gladly  take  this  occafion  of  fetting  forth 
the  injuilice  of  his  imputations,  fo  illiberally 
caft  both  upon  chriflianity  itfelf,  and  the  mofl 
eminent  of  its  defenders.  This  witty  philofo- 
pher,  who  has  faid  fo  many  good  things  againft 
the  fpirit  of  perfecution,  never  perceived,  that 
he  himfelf  was  aduated  by  an  intolerant  fpirit : 
fo  true  it  is,  that  the  moft  fagacious  are  liable 
to  be  blinded  by  paffion  or  prejudice.  The 
fame  fpirit  of  perfecution,  which  excited  the 
Athenians  to  difcountenance  the  juflice  of  Arift- 
ides,  as  a  dangerous  fingularity,  and  to  punifh 
the  piety  of  Socrates,  as  a  fpecies  of  atheifm, 
led  the  author  of  the  philofophical  dictionary 
to  reprefent  the  prudence  of  St.  Paul,  as  the 
duplicity  of  an  hypocrite. 

Had 
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Had  this  fevere  judge  occupied  the  feat  of 
Ananias,    he  might,   perhaps,  with  an  affected 
liberahty,    have  overlooked  the  peculiarities  of 
the  apoftle's  creed ;  but,  in  the  end,  his  innate 
deteftation   of  piety   would   have   affifted   him, 
according  to  the  general  cuftom  of  perfecutors, 
to  feign  fome  juft  caufe  for  treating  him  with 
the  utmoft  rigor.       And  this  he  has  done  in 
our  day,  as  far  as  his  circumftances  would  per- 
mit j    fince,  not  being  able  to  difgrace  him  by 
the  hand  of  a  public  executioner,  he  has  ftudied 
to  do  it  with  his  pen,  by  ravifliing  from  him, 
not  only  his  reputation  for  extraordinary  piety, 
but  even  his  claim  to  common  honefty. 

Perfecutor !  whoever  thou  art,  be  content 
that  thy  predeceflbrs  have  taken  away  the  lives 
of  the  righteous,  and  fpare  them  what  they 
prefer  infinitely  before  life  itfelf.  The  tejiimoiiy 
of  a  good  confcience. 


0.4  TRAIT 
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TRAIT      XXV. 

His  tendernefs  toward  others,   and  his  feverity- 
toward  himfelf. 


Ti 


HOUGH  perfedly  infenfible  to  the  warm 
emotions  of  brotherly  love,  the  worldly  paftor 
frequently  repeats,  in  his  public  difcourfes,  thole 
affedionate  expreflions,  which  flow  fo  cordially 
from  the  lips  of  faithful  minifters.  My  dear 
brethren  in  Chriji !  Thefe  expreffions  from  the 
pulpit  are  almoft  unavoidable  upon  fome  oc- 
cafions  •,  but,  in  general,  they  are  to  be  regarded 
in  no  other  light  than  the  civil  addrefles  of 
a  haughty  perfon,  who  concludes  his  epiftles 
by  afluring  his  correfpondents,  that  he  confiders 
it  an  honor  to  fubfcribe  himfelf  their  obedient 
fervant.  But  while  the  worldly  minifter  affedls 
a  degree  of  benevolence,  which  he  cannot  hd, 
the  good  paftor,  out  of  the  abundance  of  a 
heart  overflowing  with  chriftian  charity,  addrefTes 
his  brethren  with  the  utmoft  affeAion  and  re- 
gard, not  only  without  any  danger  of  feigning 
what  he  has  not  experienced,  but  even  without 
a  poiTibility  of  exprefling  the  ardor  of  his  bro- 
therly love.  His  exhortations  to  the  faithful, 
like   thofe  of  St.    Paul,    are  feafoned  with  an 

undion, 
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undion  of  grace,  and  accompanied  with  a  flow 
of  tendernefs,  wliich  frequently  give  them  an 
aftoniihing  efred  upon  his  brethren,  and  which 
always  evince  the  intereft  he  takes  in  the  con- 
cerns of  the  church.  Rebuke  not  an  elder ^  fays 
St.  Paul,  but  intreat  him  as  a  father^  and  the 
younger  men  as  brethren  \  the  elder  women  as  mothers, 
the  younger  as  fifters^  with  all  purity  (a).  Such 
was  the  exhortation  of  this  apoftle  to  a  young 
minifter;  nor  was  his  example  unfuitable  to 
his  counfel.  /  befeechyou,  brethren^  by  the  mer- 
cies of  God,  that  ye  prejent  your  bodies  a  living 
facrifice,  holy,  acceptable  to  God.  Dearly  beloved, 
be  not  overcome  of  evil,  but  overcome  evil  with 
good  (b).  /  write  not  thefe  things  to  fhame  you, 
hut  as  my  beloved  fins  I  warn  you  (c).  /,  the 
prifoner  of  the  Lord,  befeech  you,  that  ye  walk 
worthy  of  the  vocation,  wherewith  ye  are  called  (d). 
If  there  be  any  confilation  in  Chrijl,  if  any  com- 
fort of  love,  if  any  fellowfhip  of  the  fpirit,  if 
any  bowels  and  mercies,  fulfil  ye  my  joy,  that  ye 
be  like-minded,  being  of  one  accord.  My  beloved, 
work  out  your  own  falvation  with  fear  and  tremb- 
ling (e).  We  befeech  you,  brethren,  and  exhort 
you   by   the  Lord  Jefus,    that  as  ye  have  received 

of 

(a)  1  Tim.  v.  i.  (b)  Rom.  xii.  i,  19,  21. 

(c)  1  Cor.  iv.  14.         (d)  Eph.  iv.  i, 
(e)  Phil.  ii.  I,  2,  12. 
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of  uSf  how  ye  ou^ht  to  walk^  and  to  pleafe  God^ 
fo  ye  would  abound  more  and  more  (f ).  Though 
I  might  be  much  bold  in  Chriji,  to  enjoin  thee 
that  which  is  convenient^  yet  for  love's  fake  I  rather 
befeech  thee^  being  fuch  a  one  as  Paul  the  aged^ 
and  nozv  alfo  a  prifoncr  of  Jefus  Chrift.  I  befeech 
thee  for  my  fon  Onefimus^  whom  I  have  begotten 
in  my  bonds:  who  in  time  pajl  was  to  thee  un- 
profitable^ but  710W  profitable  to  thee  and  to  me^ 
whom  I  have  fent  again.  Thou  therefore  receive 
him  that  is  mine  own  bowels.  Tea^  brother,  let 
me  have  joy  of  thee  in  the  Lord:  refrefh  my 
bowels  in  the  Lord{g).  Such  was  the  tender- 
nefs  -and  affedion,  with  which  St.  Paul  was 
accuftomed  to  addrefs  his  believing  brethren. 
But  the  language  of  this  apoftle  was  very  dif- 
ferent when  he  fpoke  of  himfelf,  and  of  that 
body  of  fin,  which  conftrained  him  to  cry  out, 
O  wretched  man,  that  I  am. 

It  is  the  charader  of  too  many  perfons  to 
be  fevere  toward  the  failings  of  others,  while 
they  fhew  the  utmoft  lenity  toward  themfelves, 
with  refped  both  to  their  infirmities  and  their 
vices.  Always  ready  to  place  the  faults  of  their 
neighbours  in  an  odious  light,  and  their  own 
in   the   moft    favorable  point    of   view,     they 

feem 

(f )  1  The/r.  iv.  I.  (g)  Philemon  nj.  8,  12,  20. 
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feem  to  be  made  up  of  nothing  but  parti- 
ality and  felf-love  j  while  the  true  minifter  re- 
ferves  his  greateft  indulgence  for  others,  and 
exercifes  the  greateft  feverity  toward  himfelf. 
All  things  are  lawful  for  me^  writes  St.  Paul,  but 
I  will  not  be  brought  under  the  power  of  any  (h). 
Know  ye  not,  that  they,  which  run  in  a  race, 
run  all,  but  one  receiveth  the  prize  ?  And  every 
one  that  flriveth  for  the  maflery,  is  temperate  in 
all  things:  now  they  do  it  to  obtain  a  corruptible 
crown,  but  we  an  incorruptible,  I  therefore  fo 
run,  not  as  uncertainly,  fo  fight  I,  not  as  one 
that  beateth  the  air:  But  I  keep  under  my  body 
and  bring  it  into  fubje£fion :  lefl  that,  by  any  means, 
when  I  have  preached  to  others,  I  myfelf  Jhould 
be  a  cafl-away  (i). 

One  refiedion  naturally  finifhes  this  trait 
of  the  charadler  of  St.  Paul.  If  this  fpiritual 
man,  if  this  great  apoftle,  thought  himfelf  ob- 
liged to  ufe  fuch  ftrenuous  efforts,  that  he  might 
not  be  rejedled  before  God  at  the  laft ;  in 
how  great  danger  are  thofe  carelefs  paftors  and 
chriftians,  who,  far  from  accuftoming  them- 
felves  to  holy  adls  of  felf-denial,  fatisfy  their 
natural  defires  without  any  apprehenfion,  and 
treat  thofe  as  enthufiafts,  who  begin  to  imitate 

St.  Paul, 

,  (h)  I  Cor.  vi.  12.         (i)  I  Cor.  ix.  24  —  27. 
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St.  Paul,  by  regarding  their  baptifmal  vow,  and 
renouncing  their  fenfual  appetites. 

NOTE    XXIII. 


X  T  was  obferved  to  the  difgrace  of  the  ancient 
fcribes,  that  they  bound  heavy  burdens  upon  others, 
which  they  themfelves  refufed  to  touch  luith  one  of 
their  fingers :  and  their  uncharitable  condudi,  in  this 
refpecR^,  was  publicly  condemned  by  the  blefled  Jefus, 
who  pronounced  the  fevereft-  judgments  upon  their 
felf-indulgence.  Contrafted  with  the  carriage  of  thofe 
illiberal  pretenders  to  piety,  the  condudl  of  M.  de 
la  Flechere  appeared  in  a  truly  admirable  and  ex- 
emplary point  of  view.  Far  from  fubjeding  others 
to  thofe  hardfliips  and  reftraints,  which  he  refufed 
to  impofe  upon  himfelf,  he  cheerfully  endeavoured  to 
lighten  the  burdens  of  his  brethren,  though  it  was 
by  redoubling  his  own.  He  labored  to  quicken,  and 
not  to  retard,  the  progrefs  of  the  weak  and  inex- 
perienced. He  compaffionated  their  defecSts,  and  made 
excufe  for  their  conilitutional  infirmities,  in  the  man- 
ner  of  his  gracious  mafter,  who  kindly  apologized 
for  the  inattention  of  his  deeping  difciples.  He 
ftudied  to  prefent  the  religion  of  Jefus  in  its  moft 
alluring  form,  not  as  a  vial  of  wrathy  but  as  a  cup 
cf  confolation ;  not  as  a  galling  yoke,  but  as  a  facred 
tie  J  not  as  a  depreffing  burden,  but  as  a  never- 
failing  fupport.  When  he  beheld  the  incautious 
entangled   in  the   mazes  of  temptation,   he  tenderly 

lamented 
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lamented  the  effcfls  of  their  indifcretion  ;  and  in- 
ftead  of  throwing  unnecefTary  impediments  in  the 
way  of  their  efcape,  he  affedionately  labored  to  break 
through  the  fnare,  and  deliver  the  captive.  If  his 
brother  was  overtaken  in  a  fault,  he  endeavoured  to  re- 
(lore  hhn  in  the  fpirit  of  meeknefs  —  if  his  confcience  was 
wounded  with  a  fenfe  of  guilt,  he  haftened  to  meet 
him  with  healing  remedies  — if  he  was  overwhelmed 
with  the  dread  of  his  befetting  fin,  and  hara/Ted 
with  the  apprehenfion  of  future  mifcarriages,  he 
encouraged  him  to  come  boldly  to  the  throne  of 
grace,  that  he  might  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to 
help  in  every  time  of  need.  In  his  whole  deport- 
ment toward  the  ignorant  and  unfaithful,  he  copied 
the  charatSter  of  a  (kilful  and  affectionate  preceptor, 
who  keeps  future  difficulties  as  far  removed  as  pof- 
fible  from  the  view  of  his  pupils,  accommodatin<y 
their  exercifes  to  their  feveral  capacities,  overlook- 
ing their  paft  negligence,  fupplying  their  prefent 
deficiencies,  and  mentioning  their  poor  attainments 
with  commendation  and  praife. 

But  while  his  condu£l:  toward  others  was  marked 
with  unufual  lenity  and  tendernefs,  he  cxercifcd  the 
flridlefl  feverity  with  regard  to  himfelf.  He  fought 
after  an  entire  conformity  to  the  perfcSi  will  of 
God.  And  to  accelerate  his  progrefs  toward  this 
defirable  flate,  he  cheerfully  renounced  his  natural 
habits,  and  refolutely  oppofed  his  own  will,  unwea- 
riedly  laboring  to  bring  every  thought  into  captivity 
to   the  obedience  of  Chrijl.     He   flruggled  againft  the 

moft 
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mod  innocent  of  his  infirmities  ;  he  entered  upon 
the  moft  painful  exercifes  j  and  refufed  to  allow 
himfelf  in  the  leaft  temporary  indulgencies,  which 
were  not  perfeitly  confiflcnt  with  a  life  of  unfeigned 
mortification  and  felf-denial.  He  engaged  himfelf  in 
every  kind  of  fpiritual  labor,  with  the  moft  intenfe 
application,  fuffering  no  talent  to  remain  unoccu- 
pied, nor  any  moment  to  pafs  by  unimproved  :  and 
fo  perfe61:ly  was  he  inured  to  habits  of  chriftian  ia- 
duftry,  that  he  never  difcovered  an  inclination  to 
fweeten  the  moft  laborious  exercifes,  with  ihofe  re- 
frefhments  and  relaxations,  which  he  efteemed  not 
only  allowable,  but,  in  fome  cafes,  necefiary,  to  his 
weaker  brethren.  Confidering  himfelf  as  a  member 
of  Chrift's  militant  church,  he  complained  of  no 
hardfliips,  nor  thought  any  difficulty  too  great  to 
be  encountered,  in  the  courfe  of  his  warfare.  He 
was  careful  to  ail,  in  every  inftance,  confiftently 
with  his  high  profeffion;  training  himfelf  up  to  fpiri- 
tual hardnefs  and  adtivity,  by  a  refolute  attention  to 
the  ftrideft  rules  of  chriftian  difcipline  j  preferring  the 
path  of  duty  before  the  lap  of  repofe  ;  neither  liften- 
ing  to  the  fuggeftions  of  f:ar,  nor  regarding  the  dic- 
tates of  worldly  prudence ;  ftifling  even  the  necelfary 
calls  of  nature,  that  he  might  follow,  with  lefs  in- 
terruption, the  leadings  of  grace;  and,  finally,  count'' 
ing  neither  eafe,  nor  intereft,  nor  reputation,  nor 
even  life  itfelf,  dear  to  him,  that  he  might /«/>  his 
courfe  with  joy. 

T  R  A  I  r 
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TRAIT      XXVI. 

His  love  never   degenerated   into  cowardice,    hut 
reproved  and  confoled  as  occofion  required. 

1.  HE  charity  of  the  true  mhiilter  bears  no 
refemblance  to  that  phantom  of  a  virtue,  that 
mean  complaifance,  that  unmanly  pliancy,  that 
unchrifl-ian  cowardice,  or  that  affeded  gene- 
rofity,  which  the  minifters  of  this  day  delight 
to  honor  with  the  name  of  charity.  Accord- 
ing to  thefe  infufficient  judges,  to  be  charita- 
ble— is  only  to  give  fome  trifling  alms  out  of 
our  abundant  fuperfluities,  to  tolerate  the  moft 
dangerous  errors  without  daring  to  lift  up  the 
ftandard  of  truth,  and  to  behold  the  overflow- 
ings of  vice  without  attempting  to  oppofe  the 
threatening  torrent.  Such  would  be  the 

miftaken  charity  of  a  furgeon,  who,  to  fpare 
the  mortifying  arm  of  his  friend,  fhould  fufl'er 
the  gangrene  to  fpread  over  his  whole  body. 
Such  was  the  charity  of  the  high  prieft  Eli 
toward  Hophni  and  Phinehas ;  an  impious 
charity,  which  permitted  him  to  behold  their 
fhameful  debaucheries  with  too  favorable  an 
eye ;  a  fatal  charity,  which  opened  that  abyfs 
of  evil,  which  finally  fwallowed  them  up,   and 

into 
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into  which  they  dragged  with  them  their  fa- 
ther, their  children,  the  people  of  Ifrael,  and 
the  church  over  which  they  had  been  appointed 
to  prelide. 

The  good  pallor,  confcious  that  he  fhall 
fave  a  foul  from  death,  if  he  can  but  pre- 
vail with  a  finner  to  forfake  his  evil  way, 
ufes  every  effort  to  accomplilh  fo  important 
a  work.  And  among  other  probable  means 
which  he  employs  on  this  occafion,  he  tries 
the  force  of  fevere  reprehenfion,  rebuking  the 
wicked  with  a  holy  authority  ;  and,  if  it  be 
necefTary,  returning  to  the  charge  with  a  fpark 
of  that  glowing  zeal,  with  which  his  mafter 
was  influenced,  when  he  forced  from  the  tem- 
ple thofe  infamous  buyers  and  fellers,  who 
had  profaned  it  with  their  carnal  merchan- 
dize. Thus,  St.  Paul,  on  receiving  in- 
formation that  fcandalous  errors  had  been  dif- 
covered  in  the  condudl  of  a  member  of  the 
Corinthian  church,  immediately  wrote  to  that 
church,  in  the  following  fevere  and  folemn 
manner — Zf  is  reporied,  that  there  is  fornication 
among  you.  And  ye  are  pufed  up,  and  have  not 
rather  mourned,  that  he  thai  hath  done  this  deed, 
might  he  taken  away  from  among  you.  Know  ye  not, 
that  a  little  leaven  leaveneth  the  whole  lump,  and 

that 
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that  the  plague  in  any  iingle  member  of  a  fo- 
clety  is  fufficient  to  infed  the  whole  company? 
Purge  out  therefore  the  old  leaven^  and  put  away 
from  among  yourf elves  that  wicked  perfon.  If  any 
man  that  is  called  a  brother  be  a  fornicator^  keep 
not  company  with  fuch  a  one,  no  not  to  eat. 
Be  not  deceived :  fornicators  fJiall  not  inherit  the 
kingdom  of  God.  Know  ye  not,  that  your  bodies 
are  the  members  of  Chriji  ?  Flee  fornication,  there- 
fore, and  avoid  the  company  of  fornicators. 
For  ye  are  bought  with  a  price :  therefore  glorify 
God  in  your  body,  and  in  your  fpirit,  which  are 
God^s,  Further,  /  verily,  as  abfent  in  body,  but 
prefent  in  fpirit,  have  judged  already  concerning 
the  lafcivious  perfon  that  is  among  you,  to 
deliver  fuch  a  one  unto  Satan  for  the  defiru^fion 
of  the  flefJi,  that  the  fpirit  may  be  faved  in  the 
day  of  our  Lord  Jefus  (a). 

When  the  true  minifter  has  pafTed  the  fevereft 
cenfures  upon  fmners,  and  beholds  thofe  cen- 
fures  attended  with  the  defired  efFed,  he  turns 
to  the  perfons  he  lately  rebuked,  with  tefti- 
monies  of  that  unbounded  charity,  that  beareth 
all  things,  and  hopeth  all  things.  More  ready, 
if  poflible,  to  relieve  the  dejected  than  to  hum- 
ble the  prefumptuous,  after  having  manifefted 
Vol.  I.  R  the 

(a)    1    Cor.  V.  vi. 
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the  courage  of  a  lion,  he  puts  on  the  gentle- 
ncfs  of  a  lamb,  confoling  and  encouraging  the 
penitent  offender,  and  never  ceafing  to  inter- 
cede for  him,  till  his  pardon  is  obtained  both 
from  God  and  man.  Thus  St.  Paul,  who 
had  fo  fharply  rebuked  the  Corinthians  in  his 
firft  epiftle,  gave  them  abundant  confolation 
in  his  fecond,  and  exhorted  them  to  receive 
with  kindnefs  the  perfon,  whom  he  had  before 
enjoined  them  to    excommunicate.  It  is 

eafy  to  recognize  the  tendernefs  of  Chrift  in 
the  following  language  of  this  benevolent  apof- 
tle.  /  wrote  unto  you  my  fir  ft  epiftle  out  of 
much  ciffii^ion  and  anguijh  of  hearty  ivith  many 
tearSi  not  that  ye  JJiould  be  grieved^  but  that  ye 
might  know  the  love  which  I  have  more  abun- 
dantly  unto  you  (b).  Great  is  my  glorying  of  you , 
I  .am  filled  with  comfort,  I  am  exceeding  joyful 
in  all  our  tribulation.  God,  that  comforteth  them 
that  are  cafi  down,  comforted  us  by  the  coming 
of  Titus,  my  meffenger,  when  he  told  us  your 
earnefi  defire,  your  mournmg,  and  your  fervent 
mind  toward  me.  For  though  I  made  you  forry 
with  a  letter,  I  do  not  re-pent,  though  I  did  re- 
pent. Now  I  rejoice,  not  that  ye  were  made 
forry,  but  that  ye  forrowed  to  repentance.  For  ye 
were  made  forry  after  a  godly  manner  >— For  bc' 

hold, 
(b)  2  Cor.  ii,  4. 
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hold^  "juhat  carefulnefs  it  wrought  in  you  !  what 
clearing  of  yourfelves !  what  holy  indignation  f 
what  fear !  what  vehement  defire !  what  zeal ! 
what  revenge!  In  all  things  ye  have  approved 
yourfelves  to  be  clear  in  this  matter.  Moreover, 
we  were  comforted  in  your  comfort.  Tea,  and  ex^ 
ceedingly  the  more  joyed  we  for  the  joy  of  Titus, 
hecaufe  his  fpirit  was  refreffied  by  you  all.  And 
his  inward  affeSiion  is  more  abundant  toward  you^ 
whilft  he  remember eth  the  obedience  of  you  all,  and 
how  you  received  him,  together  with  my  re- 
proof, with  fear  and  trembling.  I  rejoice  there- 
fore,  that  1  have  confidence  in  you  in  all  things  (c). 
And  with  refped  to  the  perfon,  who  has  caufed 
us  fo  much  diftrefs,  Sufficient  to  fuch  a  man  is 
this  punifhment,  which  was  infii£led  of  many.  So 
that,  now,  ye  ought  rather  to  forgive  him,  and 
comfort  him,  lefl  perhaps  fuch  a  one  fJiould  be 
fwallowed  up  with  overmuch  forrow.  Where- 
fore, 1  befeech  you,  that  ye  would  confirm  your 
love  toward  him.  To  whom  ye  forgive  any  thing, 
I  forgive  alfo :  nay,  I  have  already  forgiven 
him,  for  your  fakes,  as  in  the  prefence  of 
Chrift  (d). 

Great  God  !   appoint  over  thy  flock  vigilant, 

charitable,    and    courageous   paftors,    who   may 

R  2  difcern 

(c)  2  Cor.  vil.  (d)  2  Cor.  ii.  6— lo. 


i44  THE    PORTRAIT    OF    ST.    PAUL. 

difcern  the  finner  through  all  his  deceitful  ap- 
pearances, and  feparate  him  from  thy  peace- 
ful fold,  whether  he  be  an  unclean  goat,  or 
a  ravenous  wolf.  Permit  not  thy  minifters  to 
confound  the  juft  with  the  unjuft,  rendering 
contemptible  the  moft  facred  myfteries,  by  ad- 
mitting to  them  perfons,  with  whom  virtuous 
heathens  would  blufh  to  converfe.  Touch  the 
hearts  of  thofe  paftors,  who  harden  thy  rebel- 
lious people  by  holding  out  tokens  of  thy 
favor  to  thofe,  who  are  the  objeds  of  thy 
wrath :  and  permit  no  longer  the  bread  of 
life,  which  they  carelefsly  diftribute  to  all  who 
chufe  to  profane  it,  to  become,  in  their  un- 
hallowed hands,  the  bread  of  death.  Difcover 
to  them  the  impiety  of  offering  their  holy 
things  to  the  dogs  :  and  awaken  in  them  a 
holy  fear  of  becoming  accomplices  with  thofe 
hypocritical  monfters,  who  prefs  into  thy  tem- 
ple to  crucify  thy  Son  afreih  ;  and  who,  by 
a  conftant  profanation  of  the  fymbols  of  our 
holy  faith,  add  to  their  other  abominations 
the  execrable  ad:  of  eating  and  drinking  their 
own  damnation,  with  as  much  compofure  as 
fome  among  them  fwallow  down  the  intoxi- 
cating draught,  or  utter  the  mofl  impious 
blafphemles. 


AN 
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AN  OBJECTION  ANSWERED. 


B 


EFORE  we  proceed  to  the  confideration 
of  another  trait  of  the  character  of  St.  Paul, 
it  will  be  neceflary  to  refute  an  objedion,  to 
which  the    preceding    trait    may  appear   liable. 

*  Dare  you,'    it   may   be   afked,    '  propofe   to 

*  us,    as    a    model,    a    man,    who  could    flrike 

*  Elymas    with    blindnefs,    and    deliver    up    to 

*  Satan  the  body  of  a  finner  ?' 

Anfwer.  The  excellent  motive,  and  the  hap- 
py fuccefs  of  the  apoftle's  condu6l,  in  both 
thefe  inftances,  entirely  juftify  him.  He  con- 
lidered  afflidion  not  only  as  the  crucible,  in 
which  God  is  frequently  pleafed  to  purify  the 
juft,  but  as  the  laft  remedy  to  be  employed  for 
the  reftoration  of  obftinate  fmners.  Behold  the 
reafon,  why  the  charity  of  the  primitive  church 
demanded,  in  behalf  of  God,  that  the  rod 
fhould  not  be  fpared,  when  the  impiety  of 
men  was  no  longer  able  to  be  reftrained  by 
gentler  means-,  determining,  that  it  was  far  bet- 
ter to  be  brought  to  repentance,  even  by  the 
Iharpeft  fufferings,  than  to  live  and  die  in  a 
(Inful  ftate.  To  exercife   this  high  de- 

R  3  gree 
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gree  of  holy  and  charitable  feverity  toward  a 
finner,  was,  in  fome  myfterious  manner,  to 
deliver  up  his  body  to  Satan,  who  was  looked 
upon  as  the  executioner  of  God's  righteous 
vengeance  in  criminal  cafes — Thus  Satan  de- 
ftroyed  the  firft  born  of  Egypt,  fmote  the  fub- 
jeds  of  David  with  the  peftilence,  and  cut  off 
the  vaft  army  of  Sennacherib,  St.  John  has 

thrown  fome  light  upon  this  profound  myf- 
tery,  by  afferting,  'There  is  a  fin  unto  death  (a): 
and  the  cafe  of  Ahab  is  fully  in  point  •,  for 
when  that  king  had  committed  this  fin,  a  fpi- 
rit  of  error  received  immediate  orders  to  lead 
him  forth  to  execution  upon  the  plains  of 
Ramoth-Gilead  (b).  This  awful  dodrine  is 
further  confirmed  by  St.  Luke,  when  he  re- 
lates that,  in  the  fame  inftant,  when  the  peo- 
ple in  honor  of  Herod,  gave  a  Jhout,  faying. 
It  is  the  voice  of  a  God,  and  not  of  a  man  \  the 
angel  of  the  Lord  fmote  him,  becaufe  he  gave  not 
God  the  glory:  and  he  was  eaten  up  of  worms, 
and  gave  up  the  ghofi  ic).  The  .punifhment 

thus  inflided,  by  the  immediate  order  of 
God,  was  always  proportioned  to  the  nature 
of  the  offence.  If  the  fm  \\as  not  unto  death, 
it   was  followed   by    fome  temporary  affiidion, 

as 

(a)  I  John  V.  16.  (b)  1  Kings  xxii.  ic,  22. 

(c)  A;fis  xii.  22,  23. 
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as  in  the  cafes  of  Elymas  and  the  incefluous 
Corinthian.  If  the  crime  committed  was  of 
fuch  a  nature  that  the  death  of  the  finner  be- 
came necefTary,  either  for  the  falvation  of  his 
foul,  for  the  reparation  of  his  crime,  or  to 
alarm  thofe  who  might  probably  be  corrupted 
by  his  pernicious  example,  he  was  then  either 
fmitten  with  fome  incurable  difeafe,  as  in  the 
cafe  of  Herod ;  or  ftruck  with  immediate  death, 
as  in  the  cafe  of  Ananias  and  Sapphira,  who 
fought  to  vail  their  hypocrify  with  appearan- 
ces of  piety,  and  their  double  dealing  with  a 
lie.  Had  M.  Voltaire  confidered  the  chrif- 

tian  church  as  a  well-regulated  fpecies  of  the- 
ocracy, he  would  have  feen  the  folly  of  his 
whole  reafoning  with  refpedl  to  the  authority 
of  that  church,  in  its  primitive  ftate.  And 
convinced,  that  God  has  a  much  greater  right 
to  pronounce  by  his  minifters  a  juft  fentence 
of  corporeal  punifnment,  and  even  death  i'felf, 
than  any  temporal  prince  can  claim  to  pro- 
nounce fuch  fentence  by  his  officers  :  that  dar- 
ing philofopher,  inftead  of  pointing  his  far- 
cafms  againft  an  inftitution  fo  realbnable  and 
holy,  would  have  been  conflrained  to  tremble 
before  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth. 

Finally.     It  is  to   be  obferved,    that,    when 

this    kind   of  jurifdi(5lion  was  exercifed   in   the 

R  4  church, 
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church,  the  followers  of  Chrift,  not  having 
any  magiftrates  of  their  own  religion,  lived 
altogether  under  the  government  of  heathenifh 
rulers,  who  frequently  tolerated  thofe  very 
crimes,  which  were  peculiarly  offenfive  to  the 
pure  fpirit  of  the  Gofpel.  And  on  this  ac- 
count, God  was  pleafed  to  permit  the  moft 
eminent  among  his  people,  on  fome  extraordi- 
nary occafions,  to  exercife  that  terrible  power, 
which  humbled  the  offending  church  at  Co- 
rinth, and  overthrew  the  forcerer  Elymas  in 
his  wicked  career.  If  it  be  enquired  — 

What  would  become  of  mankind,  were  the 
clergy  of  this  day  pofleficd  of  the  extraordi- 
nary power  of  St.  Paul?  We  anfwer  —  The 
terrible  manner,  in  which  St.  Paul  fometimes 
exercifed  the  authority  he  had  received,  with 
refped  to  impenitent  fmners,  is  not  left  as  an 
example  to  the  ecclefiaftics  of  the  prefent  day, 
unlefs  they  fhould  come  (which  is  almoft  im- 
poflible)  into  fimilar  circumftances,  and  attain 
to  equal  degrees  of  difcernment,  faith,  and 
charity,  with  this  apoftle  himfelf. 


TRAIT 
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TRAIT      XXVII. 

His  -perfect  difinterejiednefs. 

X.  F  charity  feeketh  not  her  own  ;  and  if  it  is 
required,  that  the  converfation  of  the  faithful 
fliould  be  without  coveloufnefs  \  it  becomes  the 
true  minifter,  in  an  efpecial  manner,  to  main- 
tain an  upright  and  difinterefted  condud  in 
the  world. 

Though  it  be  true,  that  they  which  wait  at 
the  altar  are  -partakers  with  the  altar  ;  yet  no- 
thing  is  fo  deteftable  to  the  faithful  paftor,  as 
the  idea  of  enriching  himfelf  with  the  facred 
fpoils  of  that  altar.  Obferve  how  St.  Paul 
exprefles  himfelf  upon  this  fubjed.  We  brought 
nothing  into  this  worlds  and  it  is  certain  we  can 
carry  nothing  out.  Having,  therefore,  food  and 
raiment^  let  us  be  therewith  content.  But  they 
that  will  be  rich,  fall  into  temptation  and  a  fnare, 
and  into  many  foolifli  and  hurtfid  lujls,  which 
drown  men  in  perdition.  For  the  love  of  money 
is  the  root  of  all  evil:  which  while  fome  have 
coveted  after,  they  have  erred  from  the  faith,  and 
pierced    themfelves    through    with    many  forrows. 

But 
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But  thou^  0  man  of  God,  who  art  fet  apart  as 
a  minifter  of  the  everlafting  Gofpel,  Jlee  thefe 
things  •,  and  follow  after  right eoufnefs,  godlinefs, 
faith,  love,  patience,  meeknefs  (a).  With  regard 
to  myfelf,  /  have  learned,  in  whatfoever  flate 
I  am,  thei-ewith  to  be  content.  Every  where, 
and  in  all  things,  I  am  infiru5lcd,  both  to  be  full 
and  to  be  hungry,  both  to  abound  and  to  fuffer 
need  (b).  Neither  at  any  time  ufed  we  flatter- 
ing voords,  as  ye  know,  nor  a  cloak  of  covetouf- 
nefs  i  God  is  witnefs.  For  ye  remember  our  la- 
bor and  travel,  becaufe  we  would  not  be  charge- 
able unto  any  of  you.  Te  are  our  witneffes,  and 
God  alfo,  how  holily,  and  juflly,  and  unblameably 
ive  behaved  our f elves  among  you  that  believe  (c). 
Behold  the  third  time  I  am  ready  to  come  to  you ; 
and  I  will  not  be  burdenfome  to  you  \  for  I  feek 
not  yours,  but  you :  for  the  children  ought  not  to 
lay  up  for  the  parents,  but  the  parents  for  the 
children.  And  I  will  very  gladly  fpend  and  be 
fpent  for  you  (d).  Behold  the  difinterefted- 

nefs  of  the  faithful  fhepherd,  who  is  ever  lefs 
ready  to  receive  food  and  clothing  from  the 
flock,  than  to  labor  for  its  protedion  and  fup- 
port !  Behold  *the  fpirit  of  Chriil !  And  let 
the  paftor,    who   is   influenced   by  a   diff^erent 

fpirit, 

(a)  1  Tim.  vi.  7—11.  (b)  Phil.  iv.  n,  12. 

(c)  I  Theff.  ii.  5,  10.  (d)  2  Cor.  xii.  14,  15. 
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fpirit,  draw  that  alarming  inference  from  his 
ftate,  which  he  is  taught  to  do  by  the  fol- 
lowing expreffion  of  St.  Paul :  If  any  man  hath 
not  the  fpirit  of  Chrijl^  he  is  none  of  his  (e). 

Happy  would  be  the  chriftian  church,  were 
it  bleffed  with  difinterefted  paftors !  Avaritious 
minifters,  who  are  more  taken  up  with  the 
concerns  of  earth,  than  with  the  things  of 
Heaven,  who  are  more  difpofed  to  enrich  their 
families,  than  to  fupply  the  neceffities  of  the 
poor,  who  are  more  eager  to  multiply  their 
benefices,  or  to  augment  their  falaries,  than 
to  improve  their  talents,  and  increafe  the 
number  of  the  faithful — Such  minifters,  inftead 
of  benefiting  the  church,  harden  the  impeni- 
tent, aggravate  their  own  condemnation,  and 
force  infidels  to  believe,  that  the  holy  minif- 
try  is  ufed,  by  the  generality  of  its  profefTors, 
as  a  comfortable  means  of  fecuring  to  them- 
felves  the  perifhable  bread,  if  not  the  fading 
honors,  of  the  prefent  life. 


(e)  Rom.  vi 


NOTE 
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NOTE     XXIV. 

Upon  his  dlfcovering  the  goodly  pear!  of  evan- 
gelical truth,  M.  de  la  Flechere,  like  the  merchant 
in  the  Gofpel,  immediately  bartered  his  all  for  the 
pofTcffion  of  fo  invaluable  a  gem.  -Till  then,  he 
had  been  engaged  in  purfuits  of  a  worldly  nature : 
but,  from  that  time,  he  fought  after  no  other  trea- 
fure  than  the  unfearchahle  riches  of  grace,  nor  defired 
any  inheritance  except  that,  which  is  referved  for 
the  faints  in  everlafting  light.  Through  every  period 
of  his  religious  life,  he  appeared  as  a  pilgrim  and 
ftranger  in  the  world,  unallured  by  its  fmiles,  un- 
moved by  its  frowns,  and  uninterefted  in  its  changes. 
His  sffeclions  were  wholly  fixed  upon  things  above; 
and  while  thoufands  and  ten  thoufands  were  con- 
tending around  him  for  the  advantages  and  honors 
of  the  prefent  life,  he  defired  to  pafs  unnoticed  through 
its  idle  hurry,  without  being  entangled  in  its  concerns, 
or  encumbered  with  its  gifts.  It  v/as  with  him,  as 
with  a  perfon  engaged  in  a  race,  which  muft  be 
attended  with  immenfe  gain,  or  irreparable  lofs  — he 
kept  his  eye  immoveably  fixed  upon  the  goal;  and 
whatever  gilded  trifles  were  thrown  in  his  way,  he 
refolutely  trampled  on  them  all,  uninterruptedly /)r^«^ 
toivard  the  mark^  for  the  prize  of  his  high  calling  in 
Chrijl  jefus.  His  mind  was  never  diftraded  with' 
a  multiplicity  of  objeils,  nor  did  he  ever  mingle  tem- 
poral expedations  with   eternal  hopes.      Confidering 
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one  thing  only  as  abfolutely  necefTary  to  his  happinefs, 
-while  lie  purfued  the  fublhnce,  he  rejefted  the  fhadow  j 
and  while  he  contended  for  an  incorruptible  crov/n 
he  had  no  ambition  to  appear  in  the  fading  garlands 
of  earthly  glory.  PoffelTed  of  that  faith  which  over^ 
Cometh  the  xvorld^  he  beheld  it  with  the  feelings  of 
his  tempted  mafrer  j  anxious  for  its  good,  but  de- 
fpifing  its  yoke ;  prepared  to  labor  in  its  fervice,  but 
refolute  to  reject  its  rewards;  deaf  to  its  promifes, 
blind  to  its  profpefts,  and  dead  to  its  enjoyments. 

He  received,  indeed,  a  part  of  his  maintenance 
from  the  altar  at  which  he  fervod :  but  {q  fcanty 
was  the  income  produced  by  his  parifti,  that  it 
fcarcely  fufficed,  in  fome  years,  for  the  liberality  of 
his  contributions  toward  the  relief  of  the  poor.  Yet 
fo  perfectly  fatisfied  was  he  with  his  inconfiderable 
appointments  at  Madeley,  that  he  defired  nothing 
more  than  to  conclude  both  his  labors  and  his  life 
in  that  favored  village.  Had  he  been  difpofed  to 
improve  every  favorable  opportunity  of  advancing  l.is 
temporal  interefts,  he  might  have  fucceeded  beyond 
many,  who  are  anxioufly  plocting  and  contriving  the 
means  of  their  future  promotion  in  the  world.  But 
as  a  proof  of  his  fuperiority  to  every  allurement  of 
this  nature,  he  peremptorily  refufcd,  once  and  again, 
the  offer  of  additional  preferment.  And,  as  a  further 
teflimony  of  his  perfed  difintereftednefs,  after  having 
fo  far  deftroyed  his  health,  by  the  excefs  of  his  labors, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  retire  for  a  feafon  from  his 
charge,  he  folemnly  determined,  in  cafe  of  continued 

wcaknefs, 
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weaknefs,   to  give  up  together  the  profits  and  duties 
of  his  minifterial  ftation. 

I  cannot  here  pafs  by  an  afre6ting  inftance  of  his 
difmterefted  difpofition,  which  occurred  a  year  or  two 
before  his  deceafe.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  de  la  Flechere 
were  earneftly  requeued  by  feveral  ferious  perfons 
at  Dublin,  to  come  over  for  a  few  weeks  for  the 
purpofe  of  promoting  the  interefts  of  religion  in  that 
city,  by  their  godly  exhortations  and  example.  So 
long  as  civility  or  piety  would  fufFer  it,  they  de- 
clined the  journey :  but  after  being  repeatedly  urged 
to  undertake  it,  at  the  united  inftances  of  a  chriftian 
fociety,  they  judged  it  improper  any  longer  to  with- 
hold their  confent,  left,  in  difregarding  the  felicita- 
tions of  a  willing  people,  they  fhould  difobey  the 
fummons  of  God.  Accordingly  they  accepted  the 
invitation,  and  appeared  for  a  feafon  in  another  king- 
dom, as  two  burning  and  ftiining  lights.  A  gentleman 
of  Dublin,  who  enjoyed  much  of  their  company  during 
this  holy  vifit,  writes  as  follows.  "  I  wifh  it  were 
*'  in  my  power  to  fend  you  any  anecdotes  of  our 
**  dear  deceafed  friend.  But,  unlefs  1  were  to  fend 
"  you  an  account  of  the  words  and  actions  of  every 
"  day,  I  know  not  where  to  begin.  One  particular 
"  circumftance,  however,  I  will  relate  —  Upon  his 
"  going  to  leave  us,  knowing  the  fcanty  pittance  he 
"  received  from  his  parifli,  we  thought  it  but  an 
"  aiSl  of  common  honefty  to  refund  him  the  expenfe 
"  he  had  been  at  in  coming,  and  to  bear  his  charges 
"  back  again.     Accordingly,    after  he  had  preached, 

"  on 
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"  on    t!ie  Jaft   evening   of   his   ftay    among  us,    the 
"  fleward  and  truftecs  united  to  prefs  his  acceptance 
"  of  a  fmalJ  purfe,   not  as  a  prefent,  but  as  a  debt 
"ju%  due  to  him.     But   he  firmly  and  abfolutely 
"  refufed   it.       At  length,    being  very   urgent   with 
"  him,    and  importunate  to  an  excefs,    he  took  the 
"  purfe   in  his   hand.       IVell,    faid   he,    do  you  really 
^^  force   it   upm    me?     Mii/i    I  accept    of  it  ?     Is   it 
"  entirely  mine  f    Aid  may   I  do  zvitb  it  as   I  pkafe  ? 
«  Yes,  yes,  we  all  replied.-      God  he  praifed  then,  God 
"  be  praifed,    faid  he,    cafting  his  brim-full    eyes   to 
"  Heaven,   behold,  what  a  merry  is  here !    Tour  poor's 
^^  fund  was  jufi  out:     I  heard  forne  of  you  coinplain- 
"  ing^    that    it   was   never  fo   low   before.       Take  this 
"  purfe,       God  has  fent  it  you,    raifed  it  atnong  your- 
'■'■  f elves,    and  befiowed  it  upon  your  poor,     Tou  cannot 
"  deny   me.       It  is  fncred  to   them.       God  he  praifed! 
"   /  thank  you,     I  heartily    thank  you,    my   dear  kind 
"  brethren.  Thus   was    his   free   Gofpel   a 

"  bountiful  provifion  for  our  poor,  while  this  laft 
"  generous  adion  ferved  to  harrow  in  the  precious 
"  feed,  that  his  labor  of  love  had  been  fowing  among 
"  us.  Indeed  it  was  a  crowning  of  his  labors,  a 
"  fealing  of  his  meflage,  that  will  never  be  for- 
"  gotten  by  us,  that  is  regiftered  in  the  pages  of 
"  eternity,  and  will  follow  him  among  thofe  works, 
*'  that  he  ever  gloried  to  caft  at  the  feet  of  Jefus." 

Nothing  more  remains  to  be  faid,  but  that  the 
difpofition  above  defcribed,  not  confined  to  pecu- 
niary  matters,    was   exemplified    through  the   whole 

condu'fl 
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condua  of  M.  de  la  Flechere,  manifefting,  uport 
all  occafions,  that  he  aded  under  the  entire  influ- 
ence of  that  difinterefted  charity,  which /a/-^//:?  not 
her  oiujt. 


T  R  A  I  T 
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TRAIT     XXVIII. 

His  condefcenfion  in  laboring,  at  times,  with  his 
own  hands,  that  he  might  preach  indufii-y  by 
example,  as  well  as  by  precept. 

i3  U  C  H  Is  the  difintereftednefs  of  the  true 
minifter,  that  though  he  might  claim  a  fub- 
fiftence  from  the  facred  office,  to  which  he 
has  been  folemnly  confecrated,  yet  he  gene- 
roufly  choofes  to  facrlfice  his  rights,  when  he 
cannot  enjoy  them  without  giving  fome  occa- 
fion  for  reproach.  To  fupply  his  daily  wants 
he  is  not  afhamed  to  labor  with  his  own  hands, 
when  he  is  called  to  publifh  the  Gofpel,  either 
among  the  poor,  or  in  thofe  countries  where 
the  law  has  not  appointed  him  a  maintenance, 
as  among  heathen  nations  and  favage  tribes  t 
nor  will  he  refufe  to  do  this  when  his  lot 
falls  among  a  flothful  people,  animating  them 
to  diligence  in  their  feveral  vocations  by  his 
prudent  condefcenfion,  that  the  Gofpel  may  not 
be  blamed.  In  fuch  circumftances,  if  his  own 
patrimony  is  Infufficlent  for  his  fupport,  no 
difciple  of  Jefus  will  blufli  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  St.  Paul,  who  gives  the  following 
Vol.  I.  S  reprc- 
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reprefentation  of  his  own  conducSt,  in  cafes  of 
a  like  nature — Have  I  committed  an  offence  in 
ahafing  myfelf^  that  you  might  be  exalted^  becaufe 
I  have  preached  to  you  the  Gofpel  of  God  freely  ? 
IVhen  I  was  prefent  with  you  and  wanted^  I  was 
chargeable  to  no  man:  in  all  things  I  have  kept 
myfelf  from  being  burdenfome  unto  you,  and  fo  will 
I  keep  myfelf.  As  the  truth  of  Chriji  is  in  me; 
no  man  fhall  flop  me  of  this  boajling  in  the  re- 
gions of  Achaia.  Wherefore  ?  becaufe  I  love  you 
7iot  ?  God  knoiveth.  But  that  1  may  cut  off  occafion 
from  them  that  defire  occafion,  and  who  would 
not  fail  to  reprefent  me  as  a  felf-interefted 
perfon,  were  they  able  to  charge  me  with  the 
enjoyment  of  my  juft  rights  among  you  (a). 
/  have  coveted  no  man^s  filvcr,  or  gold,  or  ap- 
parel: ye  yourfelves  knozv  that  thefe  hands  have 
minijlered  unto  my  necejftties,  and  to  them  that 
were  with  me.  1  have  fJiewed  you  all  things, 
how  that  fo  laboring  ye  ought  to  fupport  the  weak ; 
and  to  remember  the  words  of  our  Lord  Jefus, 
how  he  faid.  It  is  more  blej/ed  to  give  than  to 
receive  (b).  Te  know  how  ye  ought  to  follow  us: 
for  we  behaved  not  ourfelves  diforderly  among  you, 
neither  did  we  eat  any  man's  bread  for  nought; 
but  wrought  with  labor  and  travail  night  and  day, 
that  we  might  not  be  chargeable  to  any  of  you : 

not 
(a)  2  Cor.  xi.  7—12.  (b)  Ads  xx.  33,  35. 
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^i  becaufe  we  have  not  power,  but  to  make  our- 
felves  an  enfample  unto  you.  For  even,  when  we 
were  with  you,  this  we  commanded  you,  that  if 
any  would  not  work,  neither  fJiould  he  eat.  For 
we  hear  that  there  are  fome  which  walk  among 
you  diforderly,  working  not  at  all,  hut  are  bufy- 
bodies  (c).  Happy  were  thofe   times  of 

chriftlan  fimplicity,  when  the  apoftles  of  Chrifl 
thought  it  no  difgrace  to  follow  fome  ufeful 
occupation,  for  the  relief  of  their  temporal 
neceflities — when,  inftead  of  eating  the  bread  of 
idlenefs,  they  caft  their  nets  alternately  for 
fifhes  and  for  men  —  when  they  quitted  the 
tabernacles,  in  which  they  were  wont  to  labor, 
for  the  facred  recreation  of  fetting  before  Cm- 
ners  a  building  of  God,  an  houfe  not  made  with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  Heavens.  Of  how  much 
greater  value  were  the  nets  of  St.  Peter,  than 
dogs  of  the  chafe ;  and  the  working  imple- 
ments of  St.  Paul,  than  thofe  tables  of  play, 
at  which  many  of  his  unworthy  fucceflbrs  are 
now  feeking  amufement  ! 

But  notwithftanding  all  the  circumfpedlion  and 

prudence    of  the   faithful   paftor,   even    though 

he  fhould  think  it  neceffary  to  preach  induftry 

by  example,    as    well    as    by   precept  •,    yet,    if 

S   2  his 

(c)  2  ThefT.  iii,  7—1 1. 
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his  exhortations  are  more  frequent  than  thofe 
of  his  kikewarm  brethren,  he  will  be  reproach- 
ed by  the  irreligious  part  of  the  world,  as  an 
indired  advocate  for  indolence.  The  enemies 
of  piety  and  truth  are  ftill  ready  to  renew  the 
old  objedion  of  Pharaoh  againft  the  fervice 
of  God  :  Wlierefore  do  ye  let  the  people  from 
their  works  ?  'The  people  of  the  land  are  many, 
and  you  make  them  reji  from  their  burdens.  They 
be  idle;  therefore  they  cry,  frying.  Let  us  go 
and  facrifice  to  our  God.  Let  there  more  work 
be  laid  upon  the  men,  and  let  tlmn  not  regard 
vain  words   (d).  Such   is    the    erro- 

neous judgment,  which  is  generally  formed 
refpedling  the  moft  zealous  fervants  of  God  : 
but  while  they  feel  the  bitternefs  of  thefe 
unmerited  reproaches,  they  draw  more  abun- 
dant confolation  from  the  encouraging  lan- 
guage of  their  gracious  mafter — BleJJed  are  ye, 
when  men  Jliall  fay  all  manner  of  evil  againjl  you 
falfely,  for  my  fake.  Rejoice  and  be  exceeding 
glad,  for  great  is  your  reward  in  Heaven :  for 
fo  perfecuted  they  the  Prophets  which  were  before 
you'{Q)n 

The  declared  adverfaries  of  religion  are  not, 
however,   the  only  perfons,   who    accufe   a   la- 
borious 
(d)  Exod.  V.  4,  9.  (e)  Matt.  v.  11,  12. 
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borious  minifter  of  diverting  the  people  from 
their  bufinefs,  by  the  too  frequent  returns  of 
public  exhortation  and  prayer :  there  are  others, 
not  wholly  deftitute  of  piety,  who  frequently 
add  weight  to  thefe  unjuft  accufations.  Such 
are  the  half-converted,  who,  not  yet  under- 
ftanding  the  ineftimable  worth  of  that  bread, 
which  nouriiTieth  the  foul  to  everlafting  life, 
are  chiefly  engaged  in  laboring  for  the  bread 
which  periiheth.  Men  of  this  character,  en- 
gaging themfelves  in  a  vaft  variety  of  earthly 
concerns,  inceflantly  difquiet  themfehes  in  vain.^ 
and  confider  thofe  hours  as  running  to  waile, 
in  which  a  zealous  paftor  detains  them  from 
worldly  cares  and  frivolous  enjoyments.  While 
he  Is  engaged  in  teaching  that  one  thing  on- 
ly is  abfolutely  needful^  they  are  grafping  at 
every  apparent  good  that  folicits  their  affec- 
tions :  and  while  he  is  infifting  upon  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  choofing  that  good  part^  which  /hall 
not  be  taken  away,  thefe  formal  profefTors  are 
ready  to  reafon  with  him,  as  Martha  with 
Jefus — Doft  thou  not  know,  how  greatly  we 
are  cumbered  with  a  multiplicity  of  vexatious 
concerns  •,  and  careji  thou  not^  that  our  afliftants 
and  dependents  are  detained  from  their  necef- 
fary  avocations,  by  an  Indolent  attendance  upon 
thy  miniftry  ? 

S  3  Thefe 
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Thefe  falfe  fentiments,  with  refpe6l  both  to 
the  minifters  and  the  word  of  God,  which 
too  generally  prevail  among  nominal  chriftians, 
have  their  fource  in  that  direft  oppofition  which 
muft  always  fubfift  between  the  grand  maxim 
of  the  children  of  God,  and  the  diftinguifh- 
ing  principle  of  worldly  men — Seek  ye  fiyft  the 
Kingdom  of  God  and  his  right eoufnefs^  faith  the 
bleffed  Jefus,  and  all  thefe  things,  which  are 
further  neceffary  to  your  welfare,  fhull  be  added 
unto  you  (f)  :  No,  replies  the  prince  of  this 
world  J  feek  ye  firfl:  the  enjoyments  of  time 
and  fenfe,  and  all  other  things,  that  are  need- 
ful to  your  w^ell- being,  fhall  be  added  over 
and  above.  From  thefe  two  cppofite  princi- 
ples refults  that  entire  contrariety,  which  has 
been  obferved  in  all  ages  between  thofe,  who 
are  laying  up  trcafures  upon  earth,  and  thofe, 
who  have  fet  their  affections  upon  things  that 
are   above.  Happy 'are    the  faithful,  and 

doubly  happy  the  payors,  who,  conftantly  imi- 
tating the  great  apofile,  according  to  their  fe- 
veral  vocations,  pray  and  labor  at  the  fame 
time,  both  for  their  daily  bread,  and  the  bread 
of  eternal  life !  In  thus  obferving  the  two- 
fold command  of  Mofes  and  of  Chrift,  fome 
rcafonable  hope  may  be  entertained;  that  their 

good 
(f)   Matt.  vi.   33. 
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good  works  will  at  length  overcome  the  aver- 
fion  of  their  enemies,  as  thofe  of  the  firft 
chriftians  overcame  the  deep-rooted  prejudices 
of  the  heathen  world. 


S4  TRAIT 
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TRAIT      XXIX. 

"The  refpe^l  he  manifejled  for  the  holy  ejlate  of 
Matrimony,  while  chrijlian  prudence  engaged  him 
to  live  in  a  Jlate  of  celibacy. 

O  O  M  E  minifters  have  carried  their  difin- 
tereftednefs  to  fo  high  a  pitch,  that  they  have 
refufed  to  enter  into  the  marriage  ftate  merely 
with  this  viewi  that,  being  free  from  all  fu- 
perfluous  care  and  expenfe,  they  might  con- 
fecrate  their  perfons  more  entirely  to  the  Lord, 
and  their  pofTeffions  lefs  refervedly  to  the 
fupport  of  the  poor,  whom  they  confidered  as 
their  children,  and  adopted  their  heirs.  But 
all  paftors  are  not  called  to  follow  thefe  rare 
examples  of  abftinence  and  difinterefted  piety. 

When  we  examine  into  the  life  of  a  cele- 
brated man,  we  generally  enquire  whether  he 
pafied  his  days  in  a  ftate  of  marriage  or  ce- 
libacy, and  what  it  was  that  determined  his 
choice  to  the  one  or  the  other  of  thefe  ftates. 
Such  an  enquiry  is  peculiarly  neceflary  with 
refpedl  to  St.  Paul,  as  many  of  the  faith- 
ful in  the  earlieft  ages  of  the  church,  deluded 

by 
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by   the  amiable   appearance   of  celibacy, '  em- 
braced the  monaftic  life — a  ftate,  to  which  the 
clergy  and  the  religions  of  the  romifii  church 
ftill  dedicate  themfelves  :  whence  thofe  difgrace- 
ful  accufations,   which  divers  philofophers  have 
preferred  againft  the  chriftian   religion,  as  de- 
ftrudive  of  fociety  in  its  very  origin,  the  con- 
jugal  bond.  But,   leaving  the  reveries  of 
legend,   if  we  feek  for  chriftianity  in  the  pure 
Gofpel  of  Chrift,  we  fhall  find  this  accufation 
to    be    totally   groundlefs :    fince    one    view   of 
the     chriftian    Legiflator,    In    publiftiing     that 
Gofpel,    was   to  ftrengthen  the  nuptial  tie,   by 
declaring  that  an  Immodeft  glance  Is  a  fpecies 
of  adultery,   by   revoking  the   permiffion   for- 
merly given  to  the,  hufband  to  put  away   his 
wife  for  any  temporary  caufe  of  dlflatlsfadlion, 
and   by   abfolutely   forbidding   divorce,    except 
in  cafes  of  adultery  (a).     Nay,  fo  far  did  this 
divine    Lawgiver    carry    his    condefcenfion    In 
honor  of  the  marriage  ftate,   that  he  was  pre- 
fent  at  one  of  thofe  folcmn  feafts,  which  were 
ufually  held  upon  fuch  occafions,   attended  by 
the  holy  virgin  and   his  twelve  difciples  ;  and 
not  content  with  giving  this  public  teftimony 
of  his  refpecT;  for  fo  honorable   an  inftitutlon, 
he    accompanied    It    with    the  firft    miraculous 
proof  of  his  almighty  power. 

St.  Paul 

(a)    Matt.   V.   28,   32. 
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St.  Paul,  it  is  true,  pafTed  the  whole  of 
his  life  in  a  ftate  of  celibacy  ;  but  he  never 
enjoined  that  ftate  to  any  perfon  :  and  if  he 
occafionally  recommended  it  to  fome,  to  whom 
it  v/cis  indifferent  whether  they  married  or 
not,  it  was  chiefly  on  account  of  the  diftrefs 
and  perfecution  of  thofe  times  (b).  To  en- 
gage the  moft  pious  perfons  ordinarily  to  live 
in  a  ftate  of  celibacy,  is  not  lefs  contrary  to 
nature  and  reafon,  than  to  the  fpirit  of  the 
Gofpel.  This  is  to  oppofe  the  propagation  of 
the  beft  chriftians,  and  the  moft  faithful  fub- 
jedls :  it  is  to  fuppofe,  that  thofe  perfons  who 
join  example  to  precept  in  the  caufe  of  virtue, 
and  who  on  that  very  account  are  peculiarly 
qualified  for  the  education  of  children,  are  the 
only  perfons  in  the  world  who  ought  to  have 
none.  The  abfurdity  of  this  opinion  con- 

ftrained  the  apoftle  Paul  publicly  to  combat 
it,  by  declaring  to  the  Hebrews,  that  Mar- 
riage and  the  bed  tmdejiled  are  honorable  among 
all  men  (c).  He  further  affirmed,  that  a  Bi/hop 
mujl  be  the  hujband  of  one  ivife,  one  that  ruleth 
well  his  own  houfe^  having  his  children  in  fubjec- 
iion  with  all  gravity  (d).  And  if  he  wifhed 
the  Corinthians  to  continue  in  the  ftate  which 
he  himfelf  had  chofen,  on  account  of  the  pe- 
culiar 

(b)  I  Cor.  vii.  26.    (c)  Heb.  xiii.  4.     (d)  1  Tim.  iii.  2,  4. 
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culiar  advantages  accruing  from  It,  at  that  fea- 
fon,  to  the  perfecuted  members  of  the  chrlf- 
tian  church  •,  neverthelefs^  to  avoid  fornication^ 
he  counfelled,  that  every  man  Jliould  have  his 
own  wife,  and  every  woman  her  own  hufhand  (e). 
/  will,  faith  he  to  Timothy,  that  the  younger 
women  marry,  bear  children,  and  guide  the  houfe  (f). 
And  laftly,  he  cautioned  the  fame  chrlftian 
Blihop  agalnft  the  error  of  thofe  who,  in  the 
lafx  times,  (hould  depart  from  the  faith,  giving 
heed  to  the  do^irines  of  Devils,  and  forbidding  to 
marry ;  earneftly  exhorting  his  young  fuccefTor 
to  guard  the  brethren  agalnft  a  dodlrine,  fo 
fatal  to  the  church  In  particular,  and  fo  de- 
ftrudlive  of  fociety  in  general  (g). 

But  it  may  be  urged  —  If  St.  Paul  re-.lly 
entertained  fuch  high  ideas  of  the  marriage 
ftate,  and  reprefented  it  as  the  moft  perfect 
emblem  of  that  ftridl  union,  which  fubfifts  be- 
twixt Chrift  and  his  church  •,  why  did  he  not 
recommend  it  by  his  example  ?  I  anfwer  — 
Although  St.  Paul  was  never  married,  yet  he 
exprefsly  aflerted  his  right  to  that  privilege, 
as  well  as  St.  Peter  and  fome  others  of  the 
ppoftles    (h)  ;    intimating,    at   the   fame   time, 

that 

(e)  I  Cor.  vii.  2.  (f)  i  Tins.  v.  14. 

(g)  I  Tim.  iv.  I,  6.  (h)  I  Cor.  ix.  5. 
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that  prudence  and  charity  Inclined  him  to  fore- 
go his  right  in  that  refped.  When  a 
man  is  perpetually  called  to  travel  from  place 
to  place,  prudence  requires  that  he  fhould  not 
encumber  himfelf  with  thofe  domeftic  cares, 
which  muft  occafion  many  unavoidable  delays 
in  the  profecution  of  his  buiinefs  :  or,  if  he 
derives  his  maintenance  from  the  generofity 
of  the  poor,  charity  fhould  conftrain  him  to 
burden  them  as  little  as  poffible.  This 
zealous  apoftle  could  not  prevail  upon  him- 
felf to  expofe  a  woman  and  children  to  thofe 
innumerable  dangers,  which  he  was  conftantly 
obliged  to  encounter.  The  firft  peril  from 
which  he  made  his  efcape,  was  that  which 
compelled  him  to  defcend  from  the  wall  of 
Damafcus  in  a  bafket :  now,  if  a  family  had 
ihared  with  him  the  fame  danger,  what  an 
addition  would  they  have  made  to  his  afflidhion 
and  his  care !  Is  it  not  evident  that,  in  fuch 
circumftances,  every  man,  who  is  not  obliged 
to  marry  from  reafons  either  phyfical  or  moral, 
is  called  to  imitate  the  example  of  this  dif- 
interefted  apoftle,  from  the  fame  motives  of 
prudence  and  charity  ?  This  indefatigable 
preacher,  always  on  a  mlflion,  judged  it  advife- 
able  to  continue  In  a  fmgle  ftate  to  the  end  of  his 
days  :    but,  had  he  been  fixed  in  a  particular 

church ; 
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church  •,  had  he  there  felt  how  much  it  con- 
cerns a  minifter,  neither  to  tempt  others,"  nor 
be  tempted  himfelf-,  and  had  he  known  how 
much  afliftance  a  modeft,  provident,  and  pious 
woman  is  capable  of  affording  a  paftor,  by 
infpeding  the  women  of  his  flock — he  would 
then,  probably,  have  advifed  every  refident 
paftor  to  enter  into  the  marriage  ftate,  pro- 
vided they  fhould  fix  upon  regenerate  perfons, 
capable  of  edifying  the  church,  in  imitation 
of  Phebe  a  deaconnefs  of  Cenchrea,  and  Per- 
ils, who  was  fo  dear  to  St.  Paul  on  account 
of  her  labors  in  the  Lord  (i);  or  copying  the 
example  of  thofe  four  virgins,  the  daughters 
of  Philip,  who  edified,  exhorted,  and  confoled 
the  faithful,  by  their  pious  difcourfes  (k).* 

The 

(i)  Rom.  xvi.  i,  12,  (k)  A£ls  xxi.  9. 

*  The  attention  of  miniilers  in  choofing  fach  com- 
panions as  may  not  hinder  their  fuccefs  in  the  minif- 
try,  is  of  fo  great  importance,  that  in  fome  countrfes 
the  conduft  of  a  pallor's  wife,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
paftor  himfelf,  is  fuppofe.1  either  to  edify  or  miflead 
the  flock.  Nay,  the  miniiler  himfelf  is  frequently  con- 
demned for  the  faults  of  his  wife  :  thus,  in  the  protef- 
tant  churches  of  Hungary,  they  degrade  a  paftor,  whofe 
wife  indulges  herfelf  in  cards,  dancing,  or  any  other 
public  amufement,  which  befpeaks  the  gaiety  of  a  lover 
of  the  world,  rather  than  the  gravity  of  a  chriftian 
matron.    This  feverity  fprings  fmm  the  fuppofition,  that 

the 
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The  chrlilian  dodrine  on  this  pohit  may 
be  reduced  to  the  following  heads.  1.  In 
times  of  great  trouble  and  grievous  perfecu- 
tions  the  followers  of  Chrift  ihould  abftain 
from  marriage,  unlefs  obliged  thereto  by  par- 
ticular and  powerful  reafons  (1).  2.  The  faith- 
ful, who  mean  to  embrace  the  nuptial  ftate, 
fhould  be  careful,  on  no  account,  to  conned 
themfelves  with  any  perfons,  except  fuch  as  are 

remark- 

the  woman,  having  promifed  obedience  to  her  hufband, 
can  do  nothing  but  what  he  either  direfls  or  approves. 
Hence,  they  conclude^  that  example  having  a  greater 
influence  than  precept,  the  wife  of  a  minifter,  if  (he 
is  inclined  to  the  world,  will  preach  worldly  compli- 
ance with  more  fuccefs  by  her  condufl,  than  her  huf- 
band can  preach  the  renunciation  of  the  world  by  the 
moft  folemn  difcourfes.  And  the  incredulity  of  the 
ftumbled  flock  will  always  be  the  confequence  of  that 
unhappy  inconfiHency,  which  is  obfervable  between  the 
ferious  inftriiftions  of  a  well  di'pofed  minificr,  and  the 
trifling  conduft  of  a  v.oman  with  whom  he  is  fo  in- 
timately conntdted.  Nor  are  there  vi^anting  apollolic 
ordinances  fuflicient  to  fupport  the  exercife  of  this  fe- 
vere  dKc'ipVinc  '.  —  Even /o  muji  their  loi'ves  be  giaije,  not 
Jlanderen,  Jober,  faithful  in  ell  things.  Let  the  Bifhop 
or  Deacon  be  one  that  ruleth  'well  his  cuon  houfe,  hav- 
ing his  children^  and  every,  part  of  his  family,  in  fub- 
jedion  xiith  all  gravity  :  for  if  a  man  knozu  not  ho-XKi  to 
rule  his  onun  houfe,  hoiu  Jliull  he  take  care  of  the  church 
of  Gods'   I  Tim.  iii.  4,  5,  il. 

(I)   Matt.  xxiv.   iq. 
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remarkable  for  their  ferioufnefs  and  piety  (m). 
3.  If  a  man  is  married  before  he  is  converted, 
or  if,  being  converted,  he  is  deceived  in  choof- 
ing  a  woman,  whom  he  fuppofed  to  be  pious, 
but  difcovers  to  be  worldly  i  inftead  of  fcparat- 
ing  himfelf  from  his  wife,  in  either  of  thefe 
cafes,  he  is  rather  called  to  give  all  diligence 
in  bringing  her  acquainted  with  the  truth,  as  it 
is,  in  Jefus  (nj.  4.  MifTionaries  ought  not  to 
marry,  unlefs  there  be  an  abfolute  necefiity. 
5.  A  Bifhop  or  refident  paftor,  is  uflially  called 
to  the  marriage  ftate  (o).  Laftly.  A  minifter 
of  the  Gofpel,  who  is  able  to  live  in  a  ftate 
of  celibacy  for  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven^s  fake^ 
that  he  may  have  no  other  care,  except  that 
of  preaching  the  Gofpel,  and  attending  upon 
the  members  of  Chrid's  myftical  body  ;  fuch 
a  one  is  undoubtedly  called  to  continue  in  a 
fingle  ftate.  For,  having  obtained  the  gift  of 
continence,  he  is  difpenfed  from  carnally  giv- 
ing children  to  the  church,  becaufe  he  begets 
her  fpiritual  fons  and  daughters  :  and  fuch  a 
one,  inftead  of  being  honored  as  the  head  of 
a  particular  houfehold,  Ihould  be  counted  wor- 
thy of  double  honor,  as  a  fpiritual  father  in 
his  Lord's  family  (p). 

(m)  z  Cor.  vi.  14.  (n)  1  Cor.  vii.  16. 

(0)  1  Tim.  iii.  12.  Tit,  i.  C.       (p)  Matt.  xix.  12. 

N  O  T  Z 
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NOTE      XXV. 


E, 


■  A  R  L  Y  in  life  M.  de  la  Flechere  was  intro- 
duced to  the  company  of  Mifs  Bofanquet,  a  lady 
of  diftinguifhed  piety,  and  one  who  had  been  expofed 
to  peculiar  fufFerings  in  the  caufe  of  godlinefs.  From 
the  very  firfl:  acquaintance  of  thefe  two  excellent  per- 
fons,  they  were  deeply  fenfible  of  each  other's  worth, 
and  felt  the  fecret  influence  of  a  mutual  attraction. 
But,  notwithftanding  the  peculiar  regard  they  enter- 
tained for  each  other,  no  intimate  intercourfe  fub- 
fifted  between  them  for  many  years  after  this  period. 
Both  were  called  to  an  extraordinary  courfe  of 
fpiritual  exercifes :  but,  by  the  providence  of  God, 
they  were  appointed  to  labor  in  different  frations. 
While  he  was  exhaufting  his  ftrength  in  the  fervice 
of  his  flock,  J})e  was  no  lefs  honorably  employed  in 
applying  an  ample  fortune  to  the  relief  of  the  friend- 
lefs ;  colleiling  together,  and  fupporting  under  her 
own  roof,  an  extenfive  family,  compofed  of  the 
afflicted,  the  indigent,  and  the  helplefs,  but  chiefly 
coiilifting  of  orphan  children.  To  thefe  occupations 
they  devoted  the  prime  of  their  days,  and  during 
more  than  twenty  years  unwearied  attention  to  thefe 
facred  employments,  no  regular  correfpondence  was 
maintained  between  them.  They  knew,  however, 
and  rejoiced  in  each  other's  labors :  but,  while  every 
fucceeding  report  tended  to  increafe  their  mutual 
regard,    they  greatly  endeavoured  to  turn  the  whole 
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ftream  of  their  affeftions  toward  heavenly  things, 
joyfully  facrificing  every  inferior  confideration  to  the 
intereft  of  the  church,  and  the  glory  of  their  com- 
mon mafter.  It  was  not  till  his  laft  return 
from  Switzerland,  after  his  unexpedled  recovery  from 
a  dangerous  illnefs,  that  M.  de  la  Flechere  renewed 
his  perfonal  acquaintance  with  Mifi  Bofanquet,  who 
received  him  as  a  friend  reftored  from  the  grave. 
They  had  each  of  them  ftudioully  followed  the  lead- 
ings of  providence  in  their  appointed  Nations ;  and 
at  this  time  a  combination  of  extraordinary  circum- 
ftances  led  them  into  thofe  habits  of  intimacy,  which 
daily  increafed  their  deep-rooted  attachment  to  each 
other.  There  exifted  on  either  fide  a  variety  of 
motives  to  their  immediate  union,  and  not  a  fmgle 
reafon  of  any  weight  for  their  continued  feparation. 
Every  feeming  impediment  was  fuddenly  removed 
out  of  the  way,  and  all  things  wonderfully  confpired 
to  accelerate  that  entire  connexion  between  them, 
which  promifed  a  large  addition  to  their  mutual 
comfort.  At  length,  with  the  fulleft  perfuafion  that 
they  avSted  under  the  divine  influence,  ihey  received 
each  other  at  the  altar,  in  the  moft  folemn  and 
affeiSling  manner,  as  from  the  immediate  hand  of 
God,  and  in  the  prefence  of  a  multitude  of  friends, 
who  rejoiced  to  fee  fo  much  folid  piety  and  worth 
united  by  an  indiflbluble  tie.  This  union  took, 
place  on  the  12th  day  of  November,  1781.  And  not 
long  afterwards  M..  de  la  Flechere  condu6ted  his 
truly  amiable  companion  to  the  vicarage  of  Madeley, 
Vol.  I.  T  where 
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where   they  received    the   unaffecled   falutations  of  a 
joyful  people. 

From  this  period  M.  de  la  Flechere  confidered 
himfelf  as  pofleiTed  of  the  laft  poffible  addition  to 
his  earthly  happinefs,  never  mentioning  this  memo- 
rable event,  but  with  expreffions  of  extraordinary 
gratitude  and  devotron  to  the  God  of  all'  bis  mercies. 
And  from  this  time,  to  the  other  parts  of  his 
chara£^r,  mufl;  be  added  that  of  an  attentive  and 
afFe<5^ionate  hufbnnd,  which  he  maintained  with  a 
becoming  mixture  of  dignity  and  fweetnefs  to  the 
day  of  his  death.  By  her  chriftian  converfetion, 
her  devotional  habits,  and  her  fpiritual  experience, 
Mrs.  de  la  Flechere  was  peculiarly  fuited  to  a  ftate 
of  the  moft  entire  and  intimate  fellowfhip  with  this 
eminent  fervant  of  God.  She  was  of  equal  Hand- 
ing with  him  in  the  fchool  of  Chrift,  and  of  the 
fame  uncommon  growth  in  grace;  flie  had  drank 
of  the  fame  fpirit,  was  aduated  by  the  fame  zeal, 
and  prepared  in  every  refped  to  accompany  him  in 
the  chriftian  race.  By  her  difcretion  and  prudence 
fhe  bore  the  whole  weight  of  his  domeftic  cares; 
while,  by  the  natural  adivity  of  her  mind  and  her 
deep  acquaintance  with  divine  things,  fhe  feconded 
his  minifterial  labors  with  aftoniftiing  fuccefs.  Like 
Zacharias  and  Elifabeth,  thefe  extraordinary  perfons 
were  both  eminently  righteous  before  God,  walking  in 
all  the  commandments  and  ordinances  of  the  Lord  blame- 
lefs.  In  their  feparate  ftations  they  had  long  been 
diftinguiflied    as   lights   in    dark    places :     but,    after 

uniting 
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uniting  their  rays,  they  fhone  wifh  redoubled  luftre, 
putting  to  fAence  the  ignorance  of  foolijh  men^  and 
diflipating  the  prejudices  which  many  had  entertained 
againfl:  the  truths  of  the  Gofpel.  It  is  with 

difficulty  that  I  forbear  to  enlarge  upon  this  point : 
but  as  the  world  will  probably  one  day  be  favored 
with  a  more  interefting  detail,  relative  to  this  part 
of  my  fubjetSl,  to  add  any  thing  more  in  ti.is  place, 
would  be  only  to  foreftal  what  it  can  by  no  means 
render  unneceiTary. 

For  the  fpace  of  almofl:  four  years,  thefe  chriftian 
yoke-fellows  continued  to  enjoy,  without  interruption, 
all  the  inexpreflible  felicities  of  the  moft  complete 
union ;  a  union,  which  appeared  to  promote,  at 
once,  their  own  particular  happinefs,  and  the  interefts 
of  the  people  among  whom  they  jointly  labored  — 
when  M.  de  la  Flechere  was  unexpectedly  called 
from  an  imperfedl  anticipation,  to  the  full  fruition, 
of  heavenly  bkflednefs.  This  afflicting  providence 
was  feverely  felt  by  the  furviving  party,  who  loft 
at  this  feparating  ftroke  whatever  (he  had  counted 
moft  valuable  on  this  fide  eternity.  But,  while  flie 
felt  all  the  anguifti  of  an  immediate  feparation  from 
her  dearcft  friend,  (he  looked  forward  with  a  joyful 
hope  of  being  one  day  united  to  his  happy  fpirit, 
where  the  pangs  of  parting  can  be  known  no  more. 
Mrs.  de  la  Flechere  was  furrounded,  upon  this  fad 
occafion,  by  a  multitude  of  finc^ere  mourners,  who, 
while  they  deplored  the  lofs  of  their  ineftimable  paftor, 
recollected,  with  peculiar  fatisfadtion,  that  the  laft 
T  2  years 
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years  of  his  life  had  been  years  of  abundant  con- 
folation  and  peace: — and  who  now  rejoice  that,  in 
his  removal  from  among  them,  he  left  behind  him 
a  lively  reprefentative  of  himfelf,  one  who  enters 
into  his  labors  and  watches  over  his  flock,  a  fup- 
port  to  the  needy,  a  guide  to  the  ignorant,  and  a 
mother  in  Ifrael. 


TRAIT 
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TRAIT      XXX. 


The  ardor  of  his  love. 


T 


H  E  pafTions  are  the  fprings  by  which  we 
are  ufually  adluated.  Reafon  alone  is  too  weak 
to  put  us  in  motion  fo  often  as  duty  requires ; 
but  when  love,  that  facred  paffion  of  the  faith- 
ful, comes  in  to  its  afliftance,  we  are  then 
fweetly  conftrained  to  ad  in  conformity  to  the 
various  relations  we  fuftain  in  civil  and  religious 
life.  Thus,  the  God  of  nature  has  rooted  iu 
the  hearts  of  mothers  a  fond  affedlion,  which 
keeps  them  anxioufly  attentive  to  the  wants  of 
their  children  :  and  thus,  the  fpirit  of  God 
implants  in  the  bofom  of  a  good  paftor  that 
ardeht  charity,  which  excites  him  to  watch 
over  his  flock  with  the  moft  affedtionate  and 
unv/earied  attention.  The  love  of  a  father  to 
his  fon,  the  attachment  of  a  nurfe-  to  her  fofter- 
child,  the  tender  affedion  of  a  mother  to 
her  infant,  are  fo  many  emblems  employed  in 
the  Holy  Scriptures  to  fet  forth  the  fvveetnefs 
and  ardor  of  that  chriftian  love,  which  animates 
the  true  minifter  to  the  performance  of  his 
feveral  duties.  Tou  knozv,  fays  St.  Paul,  ho'-j; 

T  3  "Ji-e 
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we  exhorted^  and  comforted,  ayid  charged  every  one 
of  you^  as  a  father  doth  his  children — JVe  were 
gentle  among  you^  even  as  a  nurfe  cherijheth  her 
children :  fo,  being  affe^lionatcly  defirous  of  you, 
we  were  willing  to  have  imparted  unto  you,  not 
the  Gofpel  of  God  only,  but  alfo  our  own  fouls, 
hecaufe  ye  were  dear  unto  us  (r).  God  is  my 
record,  how  greatly  I  long  after  you  all,  in  the 
bowels  of  Jefus  Chrifi  (b).  Receive  us  ;  for  ye 
are  in  our  hearts  to  die  and  live  with  you  (c). 
Worldly  paftors  can  form  no  idea  of  that  ardent 
charity,  which  didtates  fuch  benevolent  language, 
and  accompanies  it  with  actions  which  demon- 
ftrate  its  fincerity.  This  is  one  of  thofe  myf- 
terious  things,  which  are  perfedlly  incomprehen- 
iible  to  the  natural  man,  and  which  frequently 
appear  to  him  as  the  extremeft  folly.  This 

fervent  love  improves  us  into  new  creatures, 
by  the  fweet  influence  it  maintains  over  all 
our  tempers.  This  holy  pafllon  deeply  interefts 
the  faithful  paftor  in  the  concerns  of  his  fellovv- 
chriftians,  and  teaches  him  to  rejoice  in  the 
benefits  they  receive,  as  though  his  own  prof- 
perity  was  infeparably  conneded  with  theirs. 
J  thank  my  God,  writes  the  great  apoftle  to 
the  benefador  of  his  brethren,    making  mention 

of 

(a)  1  ThefT.  ii.  7,  8,  ii,  (b)  Phil.  i.  8. 

(c)  2  Cor.  vii,  2,  3. 
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of  th.e  always  in  my  prayers^  hearing  of  thy  love 
and  faith  which  thou  haft  toward  the  Lord  Jefus^ 
a?td  toward  all  faints ;  that  the  covimuni cation  of 
thy  faith  may  become  effe^iial^  by  the  acknowledging 
of  every  good  thing  which  is  in  you  in  Chriji  Jcfus, 
For  we  have  great  joy  and  confolation  in  thy  love^ 
hecaufe  the  bowels  of  the  faints  are  refrefhed  by 
thee^  brother  {<\).  The  ibrrovv  and  the  joy 

of  this  zealous  imitator  of  Chrilt  were  generally 
influenced  by  the  varying  ftates  of  the  faith- 
ful. When  any,  who  had  once  ran  well,  were 
feen  loitering  by  the  way,  or  ftarting  afide  from 
the  path  of  life,  he  exprefl'ed  the  moft  iincerc 
afflidion  on  their  account  —  There  are  fome, 
of  whom  I  have  told  you  often^  and  now  tell 
you  even  weepings  that  they  are  the  enemies  of  the 
crofs   of  Chriji  (e).  On    the    other  hand, 

the  progrefs  of  believers  was  as  marrow  to 
his  bones,  and  as  the  balfam  of  life  to  his 
heart  —  IVe  are  glad  when  we  are  weak  and 
ye  are  Jirong :  and  this  alfo  we  wifli^  even  your 
perfe5lion  (f ).  My  brethren^  dearly  beloved  and 
longed  for,  my  joy  and  crown^  Jland  faji  in  the 
Lord,  my  dearly  beloved.  Be  blamelefs  and  harm- 
lefs,  the  fons  of  God  without  rebuke,  holding  forth 
the  word  of  life:  that  I  may  rejoice  in  the  day 
T  4  of 

(d)  Philem.  z/.  4  — 7.  (e)  Pliil.  ili.  iS. 

(f)  2  Cor.  xiii.  9. 
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df  Chrijl,    that   I  have  not  run  in   vain,    neither 
labored  in  vain  (g). 

Reader,  whoever  thou  art,  permit  me  to  afk 
thee  one  important  queftion.  Art  thou  ac- 
quainted with  that  ardent  charity  that  influenced 
the  apoftle  Paul  ?  If  his  chriftian  love  was 
like  a  rapid  and  deep  river;  is  thine,  at  leaft, 
hke  a  running  ftream,  whofe  waters  fail  not  ? 
Do  thy  joys  and  thy  forrows  flow  in  the  fame 
channel,  and  tend  to  the  fame  point,  as  the 
fandlified  paffions  of  this  benevolent  man  ? 
Relate  the  chief  caufes  of  thy  fatlsfadion  and 
thy  difpleafure,  and  I  will  tell  thee,  whether, 
like  Demas,  thou  art  a  child  of  this  prefent 
world,  or  a  fellow-citizen  of  Heaven,  with 
St.  Paul.* 

(g)  Phil.  iv.  I.     ii.  15,  l5. 

*  Have  you  niore  joy,  when  your  preacliing  ailg- 
ir.ents  your  income,  than  when  you  obferve  h  wandering 
fneep  comiudled  into  ihe  right  way?  then  conclude,  that 
you  preach  more  for  mammon  ll'.an  for  Chrill. 

M.     ROQUES. 


'J'K  A  IT 
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TRAIT      XXXI. 

His  generous  fears  and  fucceeding  confolations. 


W, 


HEN  the  church  is  threatened  with  a 
ftorm,  the  worldly  paftor  has  no  fears  except 
for  himfelf  and  his  relations.  But  the  true 
miniiter,  if  he  is  at  all  difquieted  with  fear, 
when  the  Lord's  veflel  is  driven  with  the 
winds,  or  appears  to  be  in  danger  through 
the  indifcreet  condud  of  falfe  or  unloving  bre- 
thren, he  feels  much  lefs  for  his  own  fafety, 
than  for  the  fecurity  of  his  companions  in  tri- 
bulation. He  fears  efpecially  for  the  weak  of 
the  flock,  and  for  thofe  of  the  faithful  who 
are  expofed  to  violent  temptation  :  and  thefe 
generous  fears,  which  equally  prove  his  holy 
zeal  and  his  brotherly  love,  without  robbing 
him  of  all  his  joy,  afford  him  frequent  oppor- 
tunities of  exercifmg  his  faith,  his  refignation, 
and  his  hope.  We  were  troubled,  faith 

St.  Paul,  on  every  fide  -,  without  were  fightings^ 
within  were  fears,  I  fear^  left  by  any  means,  as 
the  ferpent  beguiled  Eze  through  his  fubtilty,  fo 
your  winds  fliould  be  corrupted  from  the  fimplicity 
that  is  in  Chrift.       1  fear  left,    when  I  come,    I 

Jhall 
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Jhall  not  find  you  ftich  as  I  would  (a).  Wlien  we 
could  no  longer  forbear^  '•Joe  Jent  Timothy  to  eftab- 
lijh  you,  and  to  comfort  you  ccncerning  your  faith, 
that  no  man  JJiould  be  'moved  by  thefe  afflic- 
tions:  for  yourfehes  know  that  we  are  appoint- 
ed thereunto.      For  verily,   when  we  were  with 

you,  we  told  you  before  tliat  we  fJiould  fuffer  tri- 
bulation ;  even  as  it  came  to  pafs.  For  this  caufe, 
wlien  1  could  no  longer  forbear,   I  fent  to  know 

your  faith,  left  by  fome  means  the  tempter  have 
tempted  you,  and  our  labor  be  in  vain  (b). 

Though  thefe  fightings  without,  and  thefe 
fears  within,  are  always  painful  to  the  flelli, 
yet  they  are  as  conftantly  benejEicIal  to  the 
foul.  If  they  fubjed  the  true  minifter  for  a 
feafon  to  the  keeneft  afflidtion,  they  prepare 
him  in  the  end  for  ftrong  confolation.  Ob- 
ferve  the  manner  in  which  the  great  apoftie 
exprefles  himfelf  upon  this  point  — ^^  would 
not,  brethren,  have  you  ignorant  of  our  trouble 
which  came  to  us  in  Afta,  tJiat  we  were  prejfed 
^out  of  meafure,  above  firength,  infomuch  that  we 
defpaired  even  of  life.  We  had  the  fentence  of 
death  in  ourfelves,  that  we  Jliould  not  irufl  in  our- 
felves,  but  in  God  which  raifeth  the  dead:  who 
delivered  us  from  fo  great  a  death,  and  doth  de- 
liver : 

(a)  2  Cor.  vii.  5.  xi.  3.  xii.  20.       (b)  1  Thefl",  ill.  1  —  5. 
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liver :  in  whom  ive  trujl,  that  he  will  yet  de- 
liver us  (c).  I  would  ye  /liould  underjiand^  bre- 
thrcn^  that  the  things  which  happened  unto  me^ 
have  fallen  out  rather  unto  the  furtherance  of  the 
Gofpel  i  fo  that  my  bonds  in  Chrifi  .  are  manifcfi 
in  all  the  palace^  and  in  all  other  places:  and 
many  of  the  brethren  in  the  Lord,  waxing  confi- 
dent  by  my  bonds,  are  much  more  bold  to  fpcak 
the  word  without  fear  (d).  Hence,  we  glofj  in 
tribulations  :  knowing  that  tribulation  worketh  pa- 
tience;  and  patience  experience ;  and  experience  hope : 
and  hope  makJh  not  afJiamed,  becauje  the  love  of 
God  is  flied  abroad  in  our  hearts  by  the  Holy 
Ghofi  which  is  given  unto  us  (e).  Bleffed  be  God, 
the  Father  of  mercies,  and  the  God  of  all  com- 
fort,  who  comforteth  us  in  all  our  tribulation,  that 
we  may  be  able  to  comfort  them  which  are  in 
any  trouble,  by  the  comfort  wherewith  we  our- 
fehes  are  comforted  of  God.  For  as  the  fuffer- 
ings  of  Chrijl  abound  in  us,  fo  our  confolation  alfo 
aboundeth  by  Chrifi  (f). 

If  thof^  who  are  honored  with  a  commif- 
fion  to  publifli  the  Gofpel  were  fully  convin- 
ced how  gracious  and  powerful  a  mafter  they 
fcrvc,    inftead   of  being   alarmed    at   the    fight 

of 

(c)  2  Cor.  i.  8—10.  (il)  Phil.  i.  12—14. 

(f)  Rom.  V,  3  —  5.  (f)  z  Cor.  i.  2 — 5. 
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of  thofe  labors  and  dangers,  which  await  them 
in  the  exercife  of  their  miniftry,  they  would 
ftand  prepared  to  run  all  hazards  in  his  fer- 
vice  j  as  courageous  foldiers,  who  fight  under 
the  eye  of  a  generous  prince,  are  ready  to  ex- 
pofe  their  lives  for  the  augmentation  of  his 
glory.  Can  it  become  good  pallors  to  mani- 
{t&:  lefs  concern  for  the  falvation  of  their  bre- 
thren, than  mercenary  warriors  for  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  their  prince's  foes  ?  And  if  the  Ro- 
mans generoufly  expofed  themfelves  to  death 
in  preferving  the  life  of  a  fellow- citizen,  for 
the  trifling  reward  of  a  civic  wreath  j  how  much 
greater  magnanimity  ihould  a  chriftian  paftor 
difcover,  in  refcuing  the  fouls  of  his  brethren 
from  a  ftate  of  perdition,  for  the  glorious  re- 
ward of  a  never-fading  crown  ? 


TRAIT 
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TRAIT      XXXII. 

The  grand  fuhje5l  of  his  glorying^  and  the  evan- 
gelical manner  in  ivhkh  he  maintained  his  fii- 
periority  over  falfe  apojlles. 


Ti 


H  E  difpofitlon  of  a  faithful  paftor  is,  in 
every  refped,  diametrically  oppofite  to  that 
of  a  worldly  minifter.  If  you  obferve  the 
converfation  of  an  ecclefiaftic  who  is  in- 
fluenced by  the  fpirit  of  the  world,  you  will 
hear  him  intimating  either  that  he  has,  or 
that  he  would  not  be  forry  to  have,  the  pre- 
cedency among  his  brethren,  to  live  in  a  ftate 
of  affluence  and  fplendor,  and  to  fecure  to  him- 
felf  fuch  diftinguifhed  appointments  as  would 
increafe  both  his  dignity  and  his  income,  v/ith- 
out  making  any  extraordinary  addition  to  his 
paftoral  labors  :  you  will  find  him  anxious  to 
be  admitted  into  the  beft  companies,  and  occa- 
fionaliy  forming  parties  for  the  chafe,  or  fome 
other  vain  amufement.  While  the  true  paftor 
cries  out  in  the  felf  renouncing  language  of 
the  great  apoftle  :  God  forbid^  that  I  Jliould 
glory ^  fave  in  the  crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl, 

b 
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hy  whom  the   world  is  crucified  unto  me,  and  I 
unto  the  world  (a). 

If  the  minlfter  who  is  really  formed  to  pre- 
fide  in  the  church,  was  fingled  out  from  among 
his  brethren,  and  placed  in  an  apoftolic  chair, 
he  would  become  the  more  humble  for  his 
exaltation*.  —  if  fuch  a  one  was  flighted  and 
vilified  by  falfe  apoftles,  he  would  not  appeal, 
for  the  honor  of  his  chara6ter,  to  the  fupe- 
riority  of  his  talents,  his  rank,  or  his  miflion ; 
but  rather  to  the  fuperiority  of  his  labors,  his 
dangers,  and  his  fufferings.  Thus,  at  leaft,  St. 
Paul  defended  the  dignity  of  his  charafler  a- 
gainft  the  unjail  infinuations  of  his  adverfaries 
in  the  miniftry  —  Are  they  minifters  of  Chriji? 
(1  fpeak  as  a  fool)  I  am  more.  But  In  what 
manner  did'  he"  attempt  to  prove  this  ?  V/as 
it  by  faying,  I  have  a  richer  benefice  than  the 
o-enerality  of  minifters  j  I  am  a  do6^or,  a  pro- 
fefibr  of  divinity,  I  bear  the  mitre,  and  dweir 
in  an  epifcopal  palace  ?  No :  inftead  of  this, 
he-  ufed  the  following  apoftolic  language  —  In 
lahdrs  I  am  more  abundant ,  in  pipes  above  meet- 
fure,  in  prifons  more  freq^iient,  in  deaths  oft.  In 
journeyings  often,  in  perils  in  the  city,  in  perils 
in  the  wildernefs,  in  perils  in  the  fca,  in  perils  ly 

the 

(a)  Gal.  vi.  14. 
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the  heathen,  in  perils  among  falfe  brethren :  In 
luearinefs  and  painftdnefs,  in  watchings  often,  in 
hunger  and  thirji,  in  f^Jiings  ofterty  in  cold  and 
nakednefs.  Bejides  thofe  things  which  are  without, 
that  zvhich  cometh  upon  ?ne  daily,  the  care  of  all 
the  churches.  Who  is  weak,  and  I  am  not  weak? 
who  is  offended  and  I  burn  not  ?  If  I  mufl  ?weds 
glory,  I  will  glory  in  the  things,  which  concern 
mine  infirmities  (b).  From  henceforth  let  no  man 
trouble  me:  for  I  bear  in  my  body  the  marks  of 
the  Lord  Jefus  (c).  Such  are  the  appeals 

of  holy  prelates.  But  for  a  man  to  glory  in 
having  obtained  a  deanery,  a  profeflbr's  chair, 
or  a  bilTioprick,  is  in  reality  to  boaft  of  his 
unfaithfulnefs  to  his  vocation,  and  to  prove 
himfelf  unworthy  of  the  rank  to  which  he 
has    been    injudicioufly   raifed. 

Ye,  who  prefide  over  the  houfehold  of  God, 
learn  of  the  apoftle  Paul  to  manifeft  your  real 
fuperiority.  Surpafs  your  inferiors  in  humility, 
in  charity,  in  zeal,  in  your  painful  labors  for 
the  falvation  of  fmners,  in  your  invincible  cou- 
rage to  encounter  thofe  dangers  which  threaten 
your  brethren,  and  by  your  unwearied  patience 
in  bearing  thofe  perfecutions,  which  the  faith- 
ful 

(b)  z  Cor.  xi.  23—30.  (c)  Gal.  vi.  17. 
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ful  difciples  of  Chrift  are  perpetually  called  to 
endure  from  a  corrupt  world.  Thus  fhall  you 
honorably  replace  the  firft  chriftlan  prelates, 
and  happily  reftore  the  church  to  its  primitive 
dignity. 


TRAIT 
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TRAIT     XXXIII. 

His  patience  and  fortitude  under  the  fever  eft  trials. 

C/HARITT  is  not  eaftly  provohed \  but^  on  the 
contrary,  thinketh  no  evil.  Full  of  patience  and 
meeknefs,  Chrift  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his 
abundant  love  to  thofe  from  whom  he  received 
the  moft  cruel  treatment.  Thus  alfo  the  mi- 
nifters  of  Chrift  are  diftinguifhed,  who,  as  they 
are  more  or  lefs  courageous  and  indefatigable 
in  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  are  enabled  to 
adopt  the  following  declaration  of  St,  Paul, 
with  more  or  lefs  propriety  :  Being  reviled,  we 
hlefs  i  being  perfecuted,  we  fuffer  it ;  being  de- 
famed, we  intreat :  we  are  made  as  the  filth  of 
the  world,  and  are  as  the  off-fcouring  of  all  things 
unto  this  day  (a).  Giving  no  offence  in  any 
thing,  that  the  miniftry  be  not  blamed:  but  in  all 
things  approving  ourfelves  as  the  minifters  of  God, 
in  much  patience,  in  afflictions,  in  neceffities,  in 
diftreffes,  in  ftripes,  in  imprifonments,  in  tumults, 
in  labors,  in  watchings,  in  faftings,  by  purenefs, 
by  knowledge,  by  long-fuffering,  by  kindnefs,  by 
the  holy  Ghoft,  by  love  unfeigned,  by  the  word  of 
Vol.  I.  U  truth, 

(a)   I   Cor.  iv.  12,  13. 
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truths  by  the  power  of  God^  by  the  armor  of 
righteoufnefs  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left^ 
which  enables  us  to  attack  error  and  vice, 
while  it  fnields  us  from  their  afTaults  •,  by  honor 
and  difJionor  \  by  evil  report  and  good  report  •,  as 
deceivers,  and  yet  true;  as  unknown,  and  yet  well 
known  ;  as  dying,  and  behold  we  live  \  as  chajiened, 
and  not  killed  j  as  forrowful,  yet  alway  rejoicing  \ 
as  poor,  yet  making  many  rich ;  as  having  nothings 
and  yet  poffejfing  all  things  (b). 

Far  from  being  difcouraged  by  the  trials 
which  befal  him,  the  true  minifter  is  difpofed 
in  fuch  circumftances  to  pray  with  t'ao.  greater 
fervency ;  and  according  to  the  ardor  and  con- 
ftancy  of  his  prayer,  fuch  are  the  degrees  of 
fortitude  and  patience  to  which  he  attains. 
We  have  not  received,  faith  St.  Paul,  the  fprit 
of  bondage  again  to  fear ;  but  we  have  received 
the  fpirit  of  adoption,  whereby  we  cry,  Abba, 
Father,  ^he  spirit  itfelf,  amid  all  our  diftrefTes, 
beareth  witnefs  with  our  fpirit,  that  we  are  the 
children  of  God,  Likewife  th£  Spirit  alfo  helpeth 
our  infirmities.  For  we  know  not  what  we  fJiould 
pray  for  as  we  ought :  but  the  Spirit  itfelf  maketli 
interceffion  for  us  with  groanings  which  cannot  be 
uttered  (c).  /  bef ought  the  Lord  thrice  that  this 
r  trial 

(b)  2  Cor.  vi.  3,  10.  (c)  Rom,  vlii.  15,  26. 
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trial  might  depart  from  me.  And  he  /aid  unto 
me,  my  grace  is  fnfficient  for  thee:  for  my  flrength 
is  made  perfe^  in  weaknefs.  Therefore  1  take 
pleafure  in  infirmities^  in  reproaches^  in  necefftties, 
in  perfecutions,  in  difirefjes,  for  Chrifi's  fake :  for 
when  I  am  weak,  then  am  I  ftrong  (d).  I  can 
do  all  things  through  Chrifi  which  firengtheneth 
me  (e). 

What  an  advantage,  what  an  honor  is  it, 
to  labor  in  the  fervice  of  fo  gracious  and  power- 
ful a  matter  !  By  the  power  with  which  he 
controls  the  world,  he  overrules  all  things  for 
good  to  them  that  love  him.  Their  moft  pun- 
gent forrows  are  fucceeded  by  peculiar  confola- 
tions  •,  the  reproach  of  the  crofs  prepares  them 
for  the  honors  of  a  crown  j  and  the  flames 
in  which  they  are  fometimes  i^tn  to  blaze, 
become  like  that  chariot  of  fire,  which  con- 
veyed Elijah  triumphantly  away  from  the  fury 
of  Jezebel. 

(d)  2  Cor.  xii.  8,  lo.  (e)  Phil.  iv.  15. 
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NOTE    XXVI. 

I  HOlJy  O  God^  hajl  tried  us  like  as  filver  is  tried^ 
has  bet  n  the  language  of  the  faithful  in  every  period 
of  the  church :  for  xvhom  the  Lord  hveth  he  chajien" 
eth,  and  fcourgeth  every  Jon  whom  he  receiveth.  Of 
that  chajlijcment^  "whereof  all  the  children  of  the 
Kingdom  are  partakers.^  M.  de  la  Flechere  was  not 
without  a  painful  fliare.  He  had  fellowfhip  with 
Chrift  in  his  fufferings,  and  could  bear  ample  tefti- 
mony  to  the  fatherly  corredions  of  that  righteous 
God,  vchofe  fire  is  in  Sion,  and  his  furnace  in  ferii" 
falem.  His  trials  were  of  various  kinds,  frequently 
repeated,  many  times  of  long  continuance,  and,  on 
fome  occafions,  peculiarly  fevere.  But  from  what- 
ever quarter  his  trials  arofe,  whether  he  fuffered 
through  bodily  infirmity  and  pain,  from  the  infidelity 
of  falfe  brethren^  or  from  the  defpilefulnefs  of  open 
enemies,  he  fuffered  as  a  man  unrefervedly  devoted 
to  the  will  of  God,  regarding  neither  eafe  nor  health, 
the  confolations  of  focial  intercourfe,  nor  the  efti- 
mation  of  the  world,  but  fo  far  as  they  tended  to 
promote  either  the  welfare  of  his  brethren,  or  the 
glory  of  their  common  Lord. 

Three  things  were  efpecially  obfervable  in  his  con- 
duit, with  refped  to  trials  in  general.  Firft.  He 
was  careful  never  to  plunge  himfelf  into  difficulties 
through   inadvertence  and  precipitation.      Confcious 

that 


THE     PORTRAIT    OF    ST.    PAUL.  293 

tliat  his  path  was  encompafled  with  innumeiable 
dangers  and  fnares,  he  proceeded  in  his  courfe  with 
the  utmoft  warinefs  and  circumfi)e5tion,  deliberating 
on  the  tendency  of  every  expreflion,  and  weighing 
the  probable  confequences  of  every  Ikp.  Without 
fwerving  to  the  one  hand  by  intemperate  zeal,  or 
to  the  other  by  worldly  compliance,  he  fteadily  per- 
fevered  in  the  path  of  duty,  endeavouring  to  have 
always  a  confcience  void  of  offence^  toward  God.,  and 
toxtjard  men. 

Secondly.  Wherever  he  faw  a  trial  awaiting  him 
in  the  order  of  providence,  how  terrific  an  afpecl 
foever  it  might  wear,  he  went  on  to  meet  it  with- 
out the  leafl  indications  of  defpondency  or  fear.  He 
ertecmed  no  difficulty  too  great  to  be  furmounted, 
no  crofs  too  heavy  to  be  endured,  nor  any  enemy 
too  ftrong  to  be  oppofed,  in  the  way  of  God's  ap- 
pointment. Here  he  confidered  himfelf  as  under  the 
immediate  protection  of  the  Almighty,  and  knowing 
in  luhom  he  believed^  he  committed  the  keeping  of  his 
foul  to  him  in  well-doing.,  as  unto  a  faithful  Creator. 

Thirdly.  He  entered  into  the  confliit  under  a 
lively  impreffion  of  the  truth  of  that  apoftolic  de- 
claration :  Bleffed  is  the  man  that  endureth  teinptation  j 
for  when  he  is  tried,  he  Jhall  receive  the  crown  of 
life.  This  fentiment  fuftained  him  in  the  day  of 
trouble,  and  produced  in  him  a  degree  of  fortitude 
proportioned  to  the  feverity  of  the  trial.  He  could 
fmiie  under  the  languors  of  difeafe  and  the  violence 
U  3  of 
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of  pain,  he  could  hear,  without  emotion,  the  re- 
proaches of  malice,  and  receive,  without  refentment, 
the  fliafts  of  ingratitude  j  counting  tt  all  joy  when  he 
fell  into  divers  temptationSy  and  glorifying  the  Lord  in 
the  fierceft  fires  of  afilidion.  But   while  he 

difcovered  an  aftonifhing  degree  of  firmnefs  under 
the  fharpeft  trials,  he  was  a  perfect:  ftranger  to  that 
floical  fullennefs,  which  fteels  the  lieart  againH:,  the 
attacks  of  adverfity.  His  fortitude  was  fuftained, 
not  by  infenfibility,  but  by  patience  and  refignation. 
Through  the  moft  afflidting  providential  difpenfa- 
tions,  his  attention  was  fixed  upon  tliat  wondrous 
example  of  patient  fufiering,  which  was  exhibited 
in  the  High  Prieft  of  his  profeflion :  and  if  ever  his 
fenfibility  conftrained  hipi  to  crv  out,  Father^  if  it 
be  pcjjible^  let  this  cup  pajs  from  me  j,  his  refignation 
as  conftr,ntly  difpofed  him  to  add,  neverthelefs^  not 
my  willy  but  thine  be  don^.  Such  was  the  condufSl 
of  Pvl.  de  la  Flechere  with  refpedt  to  trials  of  every 
kind.  He  never  created  them  through  imprudence; 
he  never  avoided  them  thrdi-gli  timidity ;  he  never 
endured  them,  but  with  ^n  uncomnion  ftiare  of  for- 
titude and  patience :  and  it  may  be  added,  that  he 
never  experienced  the  removal  of  a  trial,  without 
thankfully  afcribing  his  fuppcrt  under  it,  and  his 
deliverance  from  it,  to  tiie  gracious  interference  of 
that  invifible  arm,  which  is  mighty  to  fave. 


con- 


With  fuch  difpofitions,    it  is  not  difficult  to 
ceive    that,    like    Hananiah,    Mi(hael,    and ,,  Azariah, 
he  held  communion   with   the  Son   of  God  in  the 

hotteft 
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hotteft  furnace  of  offl'iSiion ;  or  thaf,  like  Job,  he 
came  forth  from  the  moft  grievous  trials  as  gold 
purified  in  the  fire.  The  friends  he  has  left  behind 
him  can  joyfully  teftify,  that  he  had  learned  the 
happy  heart  of  glorying  even  in  tribulations  \  from 
a  confcioufnefsj  that  tribulation  worketh  patience  \  and 
patience^  experience  \  and  experience^  hope.  Nay,  they 
are  further  prepared  to  teftify,  that  his  hope  was 
matured  into  the  fulleft  afTtarance,  when  they  recolIe(5l 
how  he  would  frequently  come  forth  from  a  ftate 
of  keen  diftrefs,  repeating  the  confidential  exclama- 
tion of  the  great  apoftle  :  Who  JJjall  feparate  us  from 
the  love  of  Chriji  ?  Jhall  tribulation^  or  difirefsy  or 
perfecutiony  or  famine .^  or  nakednefs^  or  perils  orfword? 
Nay-i  in  all  thefe  things  we  are  more  than  conquer- 
or Sy  through  him  that  hath  loved  us* 


U4  TRAIT 
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TRAIT     XXXIV. 

His  modejl  firmnefs  before  magijirates. 

SUPPORTED  by  a  ftrong  perfuafion  that 
God  and  truth  are  on  his  fide,  the  faithful 
minifter  is  carried  above  all  thofe  difhearten- 
ing  fearSj  which  agitate  the  hearts  of  worldly 
paftors.  Depending  upon  the  truth  of  that 
folemn  predidlion  •,  'They  will  deliver  you  up  to 
the  council^  and  ye  /hall  be  brought  before  gover- 
nors and  kings  for  my  fake^  for  a  tefiimony 
againfi  them  and  the  gentiles  •,  he  expedls  in 
times  of  perfecution  to  appear  before  magif- 
trates,  and  pofTibly  before  kings,  for  the  caufe 
of  Chrift  and  his  Gofpel.  Nor  is  he  afflided 
at  fuch  a  profpeft.  Relying  on  the  promife 
of  that  compaffionate  Redeemer,  who  once 
appeared  for  him  before  Annas  and  Caiaphas, 
Herod  and  Pontius  Pilate,  without  anxioufly 
premeditating  what  he  fhall  anfwer,  and  refting 
aflured  that  wifdom  fhall  be  given  him  in 
every  time  of  need,  he  cries  out,  with  the 
holy  determination  of  the  Pfalmift :  /  will 
fpeak  of  thy  teflimonies  alfo  before  kings^  and  zvill 
not  be  afliamed  (a). 

When 

(a)  Plain?,  cxlx.  46. 
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When  he  is  brought  as  a  malefaclor  before 
the  judge  •,  while  his  acculers,  aAuated  by  ma- 
licious zeal,  agree  to  hy—fVe  have  found  this 
man  a  j)ejiilent  fello'w,  a  mover  of  fedition  among 
the  people,    and    one   of    the   ringleaders   of  a 
new    and    dangerous   led  j    he  juftifies    himfeif 
by   anfwering  —  The    witneffes,    wno     appear 
againft  me  this  day,   neitner  tound  me  tramp- 
ling under  foot  the  authority  of  my  fuperiors, 
nor   fowing    the   feeds  of    fedition   among   the 
people-,  neither  can  they  prove  the  things  wkreof 
they  now  accufe  me.     But  this  I  confefs,  that  after 
the  way,   which  they  call  herefy,  fo  worPiip  I  the 
God  of  my  fathers,  believing  all  things  which  are 
written  in  the  Law  ana  tne  Prophets  •,   and  have 
hope   toward   God,    which   they    tJiemfelves   allow, 
that  there  Jhall  be  a  refurretUon  of  the  dead,  both 
of  the  jujt  and  unjiiji.    Ana  iuppofing  his  accu- 
fers   are  not  only  deiAs,   but  profeficrs  of  the 
chriftian  faith,  he  will  add  :   This  alio  i  con- 
fefs,    that,    in   conformity   to    thofe    principles, 
which  pretended  philoiophers  term  fupcrjhtwus, 
and  which  lukewarm  chriftians  call  enthiifuifiic, 
I  believe  not  only  in  God  the  Father  Almighty, 
but  alfo  in  Jefus  Chrill  his  only  Son,  whom 
1  acknowledge  to  be  King  of  Kings,  and  Lord 
of  Lords,  and    who,   after   having   fuffercd   for 
pur  fins,  rofe  again  for  our  juftification.         Fur- 
ther 
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ther;  I  joyfully  fubfcribe  to  that  confeffion  of 
faith,  which  is  frequently  in  your  own  mouths 
— /  believe  in  the  Holy  Ghofr,  who  regenerates 
and  fandlifies  every  true  member  of  the  holy 
catholic  church  :  and  1  participate  with  thofe 
members  the  common  advantages  of  our  moft 
holy  faith,  which  are  an  humble  confciouf- 
nefs  of  the  forgivenefs  of  fins ^  a  lively  hope  of 
the  refurre^lion  of  the  body^  and  a  fweet  antici- 
pation of  everlajling  life.  And  herein  do  I 
exercife  myfelf  to  have  always  a  confcience  void  of 
offence^  toward  God  and  toward  men  (b).  If 
his  judge,  already  prejudiced  againft  him,  fhould 
unbecomingly  join  ifTue  with  his  accufers,  and 
charge  him  with  extravagance  and  fanaticifm, 
he  will  anfwer,  after  St.  Paul,  with  all  due 
refpedl  \  I  am  not  mad :  but  fpeak  forth  the 
words  of  truth  and  fobernefs.  And  I  would  to 
God,  that  not  only  thou,  but  alfo  all  who  hear  me 
this  day  were  altogether  fuch  as  I  am,  except 
thefe  bonds  (c). 

After  a  paftor  has  had  experience  of  thefe 
difficult  trials,  he  is  then  in  a  fituation  to 
confirm  younger  minifters,  in  the  manner  of 
St.  Paul — /  know  whom  1  have  believed,  and 
J  am  perfuaded^    that  he  is  able   to   keep   that 

which 

(b)  Ads  xxiv.  5,16.     °  (c)  Afts  xxvi.  24,  29. 
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which  I  have  committed  unto  him,  againjl  that 
dfly.  At  my  firft  anfwer,  no  man  flood  with  me  -, 
hut  all  men  forfoak  me:  Notwilhjlanding,  the 
Lord  Jtood  with  me,  and  Jlrengthened  me ;  that 
by  me  the  preachmg  might  be  fully  known,  and 
that  all  the  gentiles  might  hear  the  Gofpel :  and 
I  was  delivered  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  lion. 
And  the  Lord  fhall  deliver  me  from  every  evil 
work,  and  will  preferve  me  unto  his  Heavenly 
Kingdom  :  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever  (d). ' 

Behold  the  inconveniences  and  dangers  to 
which,  not"  only  chriilian  paftors,  but  all  who 
follow  the  fteps  of  the  apoftle  Paul,  will  be 
expofed  in  every  place,  v/here  the  bigoted  or 
the  incredulous  occupy  the  firft  pofls  in  church 
or  ftate  !  And  whether  we  are  called  to  en- 
dure torments,  or  only  to  fuffer  reproach,  in 
the  caufe  of  truth,  let  us  endeavour  to  fup- 
port  the  fufFerings  that  fliall  fall  to  our  lot, 
with  that  refolution  and  meeknefs,  of  which 
St.  Paul  and  his  adorable  mafter  have  left  us 
fuch  memorable  examples. 

(d)  2  Tim.  i.  12.     iv.  16,  \%. 
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TRAIT      XXXV. 

His  courage  in  confoling  his  perfecuted  brethren. 

1  ERSUADED,  that  all  who  will  live  godly 
in  Chrijl  Jefus^  and  particularly  his  minifters, 
JJiall  Juffer  perfecution  (a),  the  good  paftor  looks 
for  oppofition  from  every  quarter:  and  when- 
ever he  fuffers  for  the  teftimony  he  bears  to 
the  truths  of  the  Gofpel,  he  fuffers  not  only 
with  rcfolution,  but  with  joy. 

The  more  the  God  of  this  degenerate  world 
exalts  himfelf  in  oppofition  to  truth,  the  more 
he  difpofes  every  fincere  heart  for  the  recep- 
tion of  it.  The  Gofpel  is  that  everlafting 
rock,  upon  which  the  church  is  founded,  and 
againft  which  the  gates  of  Hell  can  never  pre- 
vail :  and  though  this  rock  is  aflailed  by  in- 
numerable hofts  of  vifible  and  invifible  ene- 
mies, yet  their  repeated  affaults  ferve  only  to 
demonftrate,  with  increafing  certainty,  its  un- 
fhaken  firm.nefs  and  abfolute  impenetrability. 
A  clear  fight  of  the  fovereign  good,  as  pre- 
fented   to   us   in   the   Gofpel,    is    fufficient   to 

make 
(a)  2  Tim.  iii.  12. 
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make  it  univerfally  defirable.  The  vail  of  in- 
attention, however,  conceals  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  this  fovereign  good,  and  the  mirts  of  pre- 
judice entirely  obfcure  it.  But  by  the  inhu- 
man conduol:  of  the  perfecutors  of  chriftianity, 
their  falfe  accufations,  their  fecret  plots,  and 
their  unexampled  cruelty,  thefe  mifts  are  fre- 
quently dilTipated,  and  thefe  vails  rent  in  twain 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom.  Error  is  by 
thefe  means  unwittingly  expofed  to  the  view 
of  the  world  ;  while  every  impartial  obferver, 
attracted  by  the  charms  of  perfecuted  truth, 
examines  into  its  nature,  acknowledges  its  ex- 
cellence, and  at  length  triumphs  in  the  pof- 
feflion  of  that  ineftimable  pearl,  which  he  once 
defpifed.  Thus,  the  tears  of  the  faithful, 

and  the  blood  of  confefTors,  have  been  gene- 
rally found  to  fcatter  and  nourifh  the  feed  of 
the  Kingdom. 

Ye  zealous  defenders  of  truth  !  let  not  the 
fevereft  perfecutions  alarm  your  apprehenfions 
or  weaken  your  confidence ;  fmce  every  trial  of 
this  kind  muft  necefiarily  terminate  in  your 
own  advantage,  as  well  as  in  the  eftablifhment 
and  glory  of  the  chriftian  faith.  Error,  al- 
ways accompanied  with  contradidions,  and  big 
with   abfurd  confequences,    will    fhortly  appear 

to 
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to  be  fuppofted  by  no  other  prop,  than  that 
of  prejudice  or  paffion,  or  the  defpotifm  of 
a  ufurped  authority,  which  renders  itfelf  odi- 
ous by  the  very  means  employed  for  its  fup- 
port.  The  more  the  partifans  of  every  falfe 
do6trine  found  the  alarm  againft  you,  the  more 
they  refemble  a  violent  multitude  oppofing  the 
efforts  of  a  few,  who  are  laboring  to  extin- 
guifh  the  fire  that  confumes  their  neighbours* 
habitations :  the  different  condud  of  the  one 
and  the  other  muft,  fooner  or  later,  manifeft 
the   incendiaries.  Error   may  be  com- 

pared to  a  vefTel  of  clay,  and  truth  to  a  vafe 
of  maffy  gold.  In  vain  is  calumny  endeavour- 
ing to  render  the  truth  contemptible  by  over- 
heaping  it  with  every  thing  that  is  abomina- 
ble ;  in  vain  would  prejudice  give  error  an 
amiable  appearance,  by  artfully  concealing  its 
defe6ls  :  for  whenever  the  hand  of  perfecution 
fhall  furioufly  hurl  the  latter  againft  the  for- 
mer, the  folid  gold  will  fuftain  the  fhock  un- 
hurt, while  the  varnifhed  clay  fhall  be  dafhed 
in  pieces.  The    experience,   however,   of 

feventeen  ages  has  not  been  fufficient  to  de- 
monftrate  to  perfecutors  a  truth  fo  evident ; 
nor  are  there  wanting  inexperienced  believers 
in  the  church,  who  are  ready  to  call  it  in  quef- 
tion,   and  who,    zvhen  ■perfecution  arijelh  becaufe 

of 
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of  the  ijoord^  are  unhappily  obferved  to  lofe 
their  chrirtian  refolution.  But,  "juhy  do  the  hea- 
then rage  mid  the  people  imagine  a  vain  thing, 
the  kings  of  the  earth  fland  up,  and  the  rulers 
take  comifel  together  againfl  the  Lord,  and  againfi 
his  anointed?  He  that  dwelleth  in  heaven  fJiall 
laugh  them  to  fcorn,  and  make  their  malice 
lerve  to  the  accomplishment  of  his  great  de- 
figns  (b). 

Thus  the  Jews,  in  crucifying  Chrift,  con- 
tributed to  lay  the  grand  foundation  of  the 
chriftian  church ;  and  afterwards,  by  perfecutino- 
the  apoftle  Paul  to  death,  gave  him  an  Oppor- 
tunity of  bearing  the  torch  of  truth  to  Rome, 
and  even  into  the  palaces  of  its  emperors. 
And  it  was  from  Rome  itfelf,  as  from  the 
jaws  of  a  devouring  lion,  that  he  comforted 
the  faithful  who  were  ready  to  faint  at  his 
affliAions,  and  encouraged  them  to  a(5l  in  con- 
formity to  their  glorious  vocation.  /  fuffer 
trouble  as  an  evil  doer,  even  unto  bonds ;  but  the 
word  of  God  is  not  bound.  Therefore  I  endure  all 
things  for  the  ekfi's  fake,  that  they  may  dfo  ob- 
tain the  falvation  which  is  in  Chrifl  Jefus,  with 
eternal  glory.  It  is  a  faithful  faying  ;  for  if  we 
be  dead  with  him,  we  fhall  alfo  live  with  him : 

if 
(b)  Pfalm  ii.   1—4. 
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if  "Joe  ftiffer^  we  JJiall  alfo  reign  ivilh  him:  if 
ue  deny  him,  he  alfo  will  deny  us.  Be  not  thou 
therefore  afiamed  of  the  teftimony  of  our  Lord, 
nor  of  me  his  prifoner :  but  be  thou  partaker  of 
the  affii^ions  of  the  Gofpel,  according  to  the  power 
of  God,  who  hath  called  us  according  to  his  own 
purpofe  and  grace,  which  was  given  us  in  Chrifl 
Jefus,  who  hath  aholifhed  death,  and  hath  brought 
life  and  immortality  to  light  through  the  Gofpel: 
whereunto  I  am  appointed  a  ■preacher,  and  an 
apofile,  for  the  which  caufe  I  alfo  fufer  thefe 
things  ',  never thelefs,  I  am  not  afhamed.  l!hou, 
therefore,  endure  hardnefs,  as  a  good  foldier  of 
Jejus  Ghrift  (c). 

Happy  is  the  faithful  minifter  of  Chrifl, 
amid  all  the  fevere  afRi6tions  to  which  he  is 
fometimes  expofed  !  Though  troubled  on  every 
fide,  yet  he  is  not  dijlrefjed ;  though  perplexed, 
yet  not  in  defpair;  though  perfecuted,  yet  not 
forfaken  •,  though  caft  down,  yet  not  dejiroyed. 
All  the  violent  attacks  of  his  enemies  muft 
finally  contribute  to  the  honour  of  his  tri- 
umph, while  their  flagrant  injuftice  gives 
double  luftre  to  the  glorious  caufe  in  which 
he  fuffers. 

(c)  2  Tim.  ii.  9 — iz.     i.  8— 12.     ii.  3. 

TRAIT 
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TRAIT     XXXVI. 

His  humble  confidence  in  producing  the  feals  of  his 
minijlry. 


A 


PASTOR  muft,  fooner  or  later,  con- 
vert finners,  if  ke  fincerely  and  earneftly  calls 
them  to  repentance  toward  God,  and  faith  in 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Neverthelefs,  though 
filled  with  indignation  againft  fin,  with  com- 
paffion  toward  the  impenitent,  and  with  gra- 
titude to  Chrift,  he  fiiould,  like  St.  Paul,  in 
proportion  to  his  ftrength,  wreftle  with  God  by 
prayer,  with  finners  by  exhortation,  and  with  the 
flefh  by  abftlnence  •,  yet  even  then,  as  much  un- 
equal to  that  apoftle,  as  he  was  unequal  to  his 
mafter,  he  may  reafonably  defpair  of  frequently 
beholding  the  happy  eflFeds  of  his  evangeli- 
cal labors.  But,  if  he  cannot  adopt  the  fol- 
lowing apoftolic  language:  Thanks  he  unto  God, 
who  always  caufeth  us  to  triumph  in  Chrift,  and 
maketh  manifeft  the  favour  of  his  knowledge  by 
us  in  every  place :  he  will,  at  leaft,  be  able  to 
fay  in  his  little  fphere — PP^e  are  unto  God  a 
fweet  favour  of  Chrift,  in  them  that  are  faved, 
and  in  them  that  perifti  .*  to  the  one  we  are  the 
Vol.  I.  W  favour 
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favour  of  death  unto  death-,  and  to  the  other  the 
favour  of  life  unto  life  (a).  If  he  has  not,  like 
St.  Paul,  planted  new  vines,  he  is  engaged, 
with  Apollos,  in  watering  thofe  which  are 
ah-eady  planted  :  he  is  rooting  up  fome  wither- 
ed CLimberers  of  the  ground,  he  is  lopping 
off  fome  unfruitful  branches,  and  propping  up 
thofe  tender  fprigs  which  the  tempeft  has 
beaten  down. 

He  would  be  the  moft  unhappy  of  all  faith- 
ful minifters  had  he  not  fome  in  his  congre- 
gation, to  whom  he  might  with  propriety  ad- 
drefs  himfelf  in  the  following  terms  :  Bo  we 
need  epiftles  of  commendation  to  you  ?  Te  are  ma- 
nifejlly  declared  to  be  the  epijlle  of  Chrift,  minif- 
tered  by  us,  written  not  with  ink^  but  with  the 
Spirit  of  the  living  God-,  not  in  tables  of  fione^ 
hut  in  flefhly  tables  of  the  heart  (b).  Are  not  ye 
my  work  in  the  Lord?  If  I  be  not  an  apojlle 
unto  others.,  yet  doubtlefs  I  am  to  you:  for  the 
feal  of  mine  apojllefhip  are  ye  in  the  Lord,     For 

though  ye  have  ten  thoufand  inflru5iors  in  Chriji, 
yet  have  ye  not  many  fathers :  for  in  Chrijl  Jefus 

have  I  begotten  you  through  the  Gofpel  (c). 

When 

(a)  2  Cor.  n.  14—16.  (b)  2  Cor.  iii.  1—3. 

(c)  I  Cor.  Ix,  2.     iv.  15. 
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When  a  mlnifter  of  the  Gofpel,  after  labor- 
ing for  feveral  years  in  the  fame  place,  is 
unacquainted  with  any  of  his  flock,  to  whom  he 
might  modeftly  hold  the  preceding  language ; 
it  is  to  be  feared,  that  he  has  labored  too 
much  like  the  generality  of  paftors  in  the  pre- 
fent  day  :  fmce  the  word  of  God,  when  de- 
livered with  earnefl:nefs  and  without  adultera- 
tion, is  ufually  quick  and  poiverful,  and  Jliarper 
than  any  two-edged  /word,  piercing  even  to  the 
dividing  a/under  of  foul  and  fpirit,  a?jd  of  the 
joints  and  marrow  (d).  He  that  hath  my  wordy 
let  him  fpeak  my  word  faithfully :  what  is  the 
chaff  to  the  wheat  ?  faith  the  Lord.  Is  not  my 
word  like  a  fire  •,  and  like  a  hammer,  that  break- 
eth  the  rock  in  pieces  ?  Behold  I  am  againfl  them 
that  caufe  my  people  to  err  by  their  lies,  and  by 
their  lightnefs :  therefore  they  fJiall  not  profit  this 
people  at  all,  faith  the  Lord  (e). 

Thofe  minifters  who  are  anxious  fo  to  preach, 
and  fo  to  condud  themfelves,  as  neither  to 
trouble  the  peace  of  the  formal,  nor  to  alarm 
the  fears  of  the  impenitent,  are  undoubtedly 
the  perfons  peculiarly  alluded  to  in  the  follow- 
ing folemn  paflage  of  Jeremiah's  prophecy  : 
Mine  heart  within  me  is  broken,  becaufe  of  the 
W  2  prophets 'y 

(J)  Heb.  iv.  12.  (e)  Jer.  xxlii.  28 — ^2. 
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prophets  •,  all  niy  hones  Jlie.ke^  hecaufe  of  the  Lord, 
and  hecaufe  of  the  words  of  his  holinefs.  For 
both  prophet  and  prieji  are  profane-,  yea,  in  w^ 
houfe  have  I  found-  their  wickedfiefs,  faith  the 
Lord.  They  walk  in  lies,  either  adtually  or 
dodrinally  :  th^  flrengthen  dfo  the  hands  of  evil 
doers,  that  none  doth  return  from  his  wickednefs. 
From  the  prophets  of  Jerufalem  is  profanenefs  gone 
forth  into  all  the  land.  They  fpeak  a  vifion  of 
thiir  own  heart,  and  not  out  of  the  mouth  of 
the  Lord.  They  fay  unto  them  that  fecretly 

defpfe  me.  The  Lord  hath  faid,  Te  fliall  have 
peace :  and  they  fay  unto  every  one  that  walketh 
after  the  imagination  of  his  own  heart.  No  evil 
fhall  come  upon  you.  I  have  not  fent  thefe  pro- 
phets, yet  they  ran:  I  have  not  fpoken  to  them, 
yet  they  prophefied.  But  if  they  had  flood  in  my 
counfel,  and  had  caufed  my  people  to  hear  my 
words,  then  they  fhould  have  turned  them  from 
their  evil  way,  and  from  the  evil  of  their  dO' 
ings  (f ). 

Behold  the  reafon,  why  nothing  can  fo  much 
afflidt  a  faithful  minifter,  as  not  to  obferve, 
from  time  to  time,  unfeigned  converiions  ef- 
fedted  among  the  people,  by  means  of  his 
miniftry.  The  hufbandman,  after  having  dili- 
gently 

(f)  Jer.  Jcxiii.  9— -22. 
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gently  prepared  and  plentifully  fowed  his  fields, 
is  fenfibly  afflifced,  wheii  he  fees  the  hopes  of 
his  harveft  all  fwept  away  at  once  by  a  fu- 
rious ftorm  :  but  he  feels  not  fo  lively  a  for- 
row  as  the  charitable  paftor,  who,  after  hav- 
ing liberally  icattered  around  him  the  feeds  of 
wifdoni  and  piety,  beholds  his  parifh  ftill  over- 
run with  the  noxious  weeds  of  vanity  and  vice. 
If  Nabals  are  ftill  intoxicated;  if  Cains  are 
ftill  implacable ;  if  Annaniafes  are  ftill  deceit- 
ful, and  Sapphiras  ftill  prepared  to  favor  their 
deceit;  if  Marthas  are  ftill  cumbered  with 
earthly  cares ;  if  Dinahs  are  ftill  expoiing 
themfelves  to  temptation,  even  to  the  detri- 
ment of  their  honor,  and  to  the  lofs  of  that 
little  relifti  which  they  once  difcovered  for 
piety ;  and  if  the  formal  ftill  continue  to  ap- 
proach God  with  their  lips,  while  their  hearts 
are  far  from  him — a  good  paftor,  at  the  fight 
of  thefe  things,  is  pierced  through  with  many 
forrows,  and  feels,  in  a  degree,  what  Elijah 
felt,  when,  overburdened  with  fatigue  and  cha- 
grin, he  fat  down  under  a  juniper  tres^  and  /aid ; 
//  is  enough ;  now,  0  Lord,  take  away  my  life  : 
for  I  am  not  better  than  my  fathers  (g). 

Indifi^erence,  in  a  matter  of  fo  great  import- 
ance,   is  one  of  the  fureft  marks  by  which  an 
W  3  unworthy 

(g)   1   Kings  xix    4. 
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unworthy  paftor  may  be  difcerned.  Of  what 
confequence  is  it  to  a  worldly  minifter,  whether 
the  flock,  about  which  he  takes  fo  little  trouble, 
is  compofed  of  fheep  or  goats  ?  He  feeks  not 
fo  much  to  benefit  his  people,  as  to  difcharge 
the  more  exterior  duties  of  his  office  in  fuch 
a  way,  as  may  not  incur  the  cenfure  of  his 
fuperiors  in  the  church,  who,  pofTibly,  are 
not  a  whit  lefs  luke-warm  than  himfelf.  And 
if  a  tolerable  party  of  his  unclean  flock  do 
but  difguife  themfelves  three  or  four  times  in 
a  year,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  their  ap- 
pearance at  the  facramental  table,  he  is  perfectly 
fatisfied  with  the  good  order  of  his  pariih  ; 
efpecially,  when  the  moft  detefl:able  vices,  fuch 
as  extortion,  theft,  adultery,  or  murder,  are 
not  openly   pradifed   in  it.  This  outward 

kind  of  decency,  which  is  fo  fatisfadtory  to 
the  worldly  minifter,  and  which  is  ordinarily 
efFeded  by  the  conftraining  force  of  the  civil 
laws,  rather  than  by  the  truths  of  the  Gofpel, 
aflFords  the  faithful  paftor  but  little  confolation. 
He  is  folicitous  to  fee  his  people  hungering 
and  thirfting  after  righteoufnefs,  working  out 
their  falvation  with  fear  and  trembling,  and 
engaging  in  all  the  duties  of  chriftianity,  with 
as  much  eagernefs,  as  the  children  of  the  world 
purfue  their  ihameful  pleafures  or  trifling  amufe- 

ments : 
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ments :  and  if  he  has  not  yet  enjoyed  this 
fatisfadlion,  he  humbles  himfelf  before  God, 
and  anxioufly  enquires  after  the  reafon  of  fo 
great  an  unhappinefs.  He  is  confcious  that, 
if  his  miniftry  is  not  productive  of  good  fruit, 
the  fterility  of  the  word  muft  flow  from  one 
or  other  of  the  following  caufes  —  either  he 
publifhes  not  the  Gofpel  in  its  full  latitude 
and  purity,  in  a  manner  fufficiently  animating, 
or  in  fimplicity  and  faith :  perhaps  he  is  not 
careful  to  fecond  his  zealous  difcourfes  by  an 
exemplary  condud :  perhaps  he  is  negligent 
in  imploring  the  blefling  of  God  upon  his 
public  and  private  labors  :  or,  probably,  his 
hearers  may  have  conceived  inveterate  prejudices 
againft  him,  which  make  them  inattentive  to 
his  moft  folemn  exhortations  \  (o  that,  inflead 
of  being  received  among  them  as  an  ambafTa- 
dor  of  Chrifl:,  he  can  apply  to  himfelf  the 
proverb,  formerly  cited  by  his  rejeded  mailer  -, 
No  prophet  is  accepted  in  his  own  country^  where 
he  is  accuftomed  to  be  feen  without  ceremony, 
and  heard  without  curiofity.  If  the  fault 

appears  to  be  on  his  own  fide,  he  endeavours 
to  apply  the  moft  fpeedy  and  efHcacious  re- 
medies, redoubling  his  public  labors,  and  renew- 
ing his  fecret  fupplications  with  more  than 
ordinary  fervor  of  fpirit.  But  if,  after  repeated 
W  4  trials. 


312  THE    PORTRAIT    OF    ST.    PAUL. 

trials,  he  is  convinced  that  his  want  of  fuccefg 
chiefly  flows  from  the  invincible  hatred  of  his 
flock  to  the  truths  of  the  Gofpel,  or  from 
the  fovereign  contempt  which  his  parifhioners 
manifeft  both  for  his  perfon  and  his  labors ; 
he  is  then  jufl:ified  in  following  the  example 
of  his  unerring  mafter,  who  refufed  to  exercife 
his  minifi:ry  in  thofe  places,  where  prejudice 
had  locked  up  the  hearts  of  the  people  againfl: 
the  reception  of  his  evangelical  precepts. 

When,  in  fuch  a  fltuation,  a  paftor  is  fearful 
of  following  the  example  of  his  Lord,  left  he 
fhould  be  left  deftitute  of  a  maintenance,  in 
how  deplorable  a  fl:ate  muft  he  drag  through 
the  wearifome  days  of  a  ufelefs  life!  If  every 
fmcere  chriftian  is  ready  to  take  up  his  crofs, 
to  quit  friends  and  pofl'eflions,  yea  to  renounce 
life  itfelf,  on  account  of  the  Gofpel ;  can  we 
confider  that  minifter  as  a  man  really  confe- 
crated  to  the  fervice  of  Chrift,  who  has  not 
refolution  fufficient  to  give  up  a  houfe,  a  gar- 
den, and  a  falary,  when  the  welfare  of  his  own 
foul,  and  the  interefts  of  the  church,  require 
fuch  a  facrifice  ? 

When  a  preacher  of  the  Gofpel  counts  lefs 
upon  the   promifes  of  his  mafl:er,    than  upon 

the 
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the  revenues  of  his  benefice,  may  we  not  reafon- 
ably  conclude,  that  he  is  walking  in  the  foot- 
fteps  of  Balaam,  rather  than  in  thofe  of  St.  Paul? 
And  is  it  for  fuch  a  man,  to  declare  the  ftatutes 
of  the  Lord,  or  to  recite  the  words  of  his 
covenant  {h)?  Is  he  not  attempting  to  publifh, 
before  he  efredually  believes,  the  truths  of 
the  Gofpel  ?  And  has  he  not  a  front  of  brafs, 
when,  with  the  difpofitions  of  a  Demas,  he 
mounts  the  pulpit,  to  celebrate  the  bounty 
of  that  God,  who  fupplies  the  little  wants  of 
fparrows^  who  feedeth  the  young  ravens  that  call 
upon  hhn,  opening  his  hand  and  filling  all  things 
living  'with  plenteoufnefs  ?  Let  fuch  a  one  con- 
fider,  that  the  chara6ter  of  a  virtuous  preceptor, 
or  an  honeft  tradefman,  is  abundantly  more 
honorable  than  that  of  a  mercenary  prieft. 

In  general,  it  may  be  reafonably  fuppofed 
that,  if  a  paftor  faithfully  exercifes  his  miniftry 
in  any  place  to  which  he  has  been  appointed 
by  the  providence  of  God,  he  will  either  benefit 
thofe  among  whom  he  is  called  to  labor,  or 
his  hardened  hearers  will,  at  length,  unite  to 
drive  him  from  among  them,  as  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Nazareth  forced  Jefus  away  from  their 
ungrateful  city.  Or,  if  he  fiiould  not  be  forci- 
bly 
(h)   Pfalm  1.   J 6. 
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bly  removed  from  his  poft,  as  was  the  cafe 
of  our  Lord  in  the  country  of  the  Gadarenes, 
yet,  believing  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  retire 
from  fuch  a  part,  he  will  feek  out  fome  other 
place  in  his  mafter's  vineyard,  that  iliall  better 
repay  the  pains  of  cultivation ;  whatever  fuch 
a  removal  may  coft  him  in  the  judgment  of 
the  world.  And,  indeed,-  fuch  a  mode  of  con- 
duct was  pofitively  prefcribed  by  our  Lord 
t^  his  firft  miniflers,  in  the  following  folemn 
charge:  Into  whatfoever  city  or  town  ye  JJiall 
enter^  enquire  who  in  it  is  worthy.  And  whofo- 
e-ver  Jliall  not  receive  you^  nor  hear  your  words  \ 
wheny  flighted  and  reproached  by  its  unworthy 
inhabitants,  ye  are  conftrained  to  depart  out  of 
that  houfe  or  city,  fhake  off  the  duft  of  your 
{ttt  as  a  teftimony  againft  thofe,  who  prefer  the 
maxims  of  the  world  before  the  precepts  of 
the  Gofpel  (i). 

If  any  paftor  refufes  to  adopt  this  method 
of  proceeding,  after  patience  has  had  its  per- 
fed  work ;  if  he  ftill  fears  to  give  up  an 
eftablilhment,  as  the  fons  in  law  of  Lot  were 
afraid  of  forfaking  their  pofTefTions  in  Sodom, 
he  then  a6ls  in  dired  oppofition  to  the  com- 
mand  of  Chrift-,    he   obltinately   occupies  the 

place 

(i)  Matt.  X.    II,   14. 
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place  of  a  minifter,  againft  whom,  very  pro- 
bably, lefs  prejudice  might  be  entertained,  and 
whofe  miniftry,  of  confequence,  would  be  more 
likely  to  produce  fome  falutary  effed;  he  lofes 
his  time  in  calling  pearls  before  fwine*,  and 
inftead  of  converting  his  pariftiioners,  he  only 
aggravates  the  condemnation  due  to  their  ob- 
duracy. 

The  faithful  paftor,  however,  is  not  foon 
difcouraged,  though  he  beholds  no  beneficial 
confequences  of  his  miniftry.  His  unbounded 
charity  fufFers,  hopes,  and  labors  long,  with- 
out fainting.  The  more  fterile  the  foil  appears 
which  he  is  called  to  cultivate,  the  more  he 
waters  it  both  with  his  tears,  and  with  the 
iNveat  of  his  brow  -,  the  more  he  implores  for 
it  the  dew  of  Heaven^  and  the  influences  of 
that  divine  Sun,  which  fpreads  light  and  life 
through  every  part  of  the  church.  It  is  not, 
therefore,  (let  it  be  repeated)  till  after  patience 
has  had  its  perfe^f  ivork,  that  a  confcientious 
minifter  takes  the  final  refolution  of  quitting 
his  poft,  in  order  to  feek  out  fome  other 
fituation,  in  which  his  labors  may  be  attended 
with  greater  profit. 

TRAIT 
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TRAIT      XXXVII. 

His  readme/s  to  fed  with  his  blood  the  truths  oj 
the  Go/pel. 

HE,whois„otyetp,.ep.edtodiefor 
his  Lord,  hath  not  yet  received  that  perfect 
love  which  cafieth  out  fear :  and  it  is  a  matter 
of  doubt,  whether  any  preacher  is  worthy  to 
appear  in  a  pulpit,  whofe  confidence  in  the 
truths  of  the  Gofpel  is  not  ftrong  enough 
to  difpofe  him,  in  certain  fituations,  to  feal 
thofe  truths  with  his  blood.  If  he  really- 
fhrinks  from  the  idea  of  dying  in  the  caufe 
of  chriftianity,  is  it  for  him  to  pubhfh  a  Sa- 
viour, who  is  the  refurre£iion  and  the  life?  An4 
may  he  not  be  faid  to  play  with  his  con- 
fcience,  his  auditors,  and  his  God,  if,  while 
he  is  the  flave  of  fin  and  fear,  he  prefents 
himfelf  as  a  witnefs  of  the  falvation  of  that 
omnipotent  Redeemer,  who,  through  death,  has 
defiroyed  him  that  had  the  power  of  death-,  and 
who,  by  his  refurredtion,  has  delivered  them 
who,  through  fear  of  death,  were  all  their  life- 
time fubje^t  to  bondage  (a).  Love,  in 

the 
(a)  Heb.  ii.  14,  15. 
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the  language  of  Solomon,  is  Jlrong  as  death  . 
but  the  true  minifter  glows  with  that  fervent 
love  to  Chrift  and  his  brethren,  which  is  abun- 
dantly ftronger  than  thofe  fears  of  death,  which 
would  prevent  him,  in  times  of  perfecution, 
from  the  faithful  difcharge  of  his  miniflerial 
fundions.  Such  was  the  love  of  St.  Paul, 
when  he  cried  out  to  thofe  who  would  have 
difluaded  him  from  the  dangerous  path,  of 
duty :  What  mean  ye  to  weep,  and  to  break 
mine  heart?  for  I  am  ready  not  to  be  bound 
only,  but  alfo  to  die  at  Jerufalem  for  the  name 
of  the  Lord  Jefus  (b).  And  now,  behold,  I  go 
bound  in  the  fpirit  unto  Jerufalem,  not  knowing 
the  things  that  fliall  befal  me  there :  fave  that 
the  Holy  Ghoft  witneffeth  in  every  city,  faying, 
that  bonds  and  a£li5iions  abide  me.  But  none  of 
thefe  things  move  me,  neither  count  I  my  life 
dear  unto  myfelf,  fo  that  I  may  finifh  my  courfe 
with  joy,  and  the  minijlry  which  I  have  received 
of  the  Lord  Jefus  (c).  For  I  know  that  this 
fhall  turn  to  my  falvation,  through  your  prayer, 
and  the  fupply  of  the  Spirit  of  Jefus  Chriji :  ac' 
cording  to  my  earnef  expeBation,  that  ChriJI  fJiall 
be  magnified  in  my  body,  whether  it  be  by  life 
or  by  death.  For  me  to  live  is  Chriji,  and  to 
die  is  gain.     And  if  I  be  offered  upon  the  facri- 

fice 
(b)  Acts  xxi.  13.  ^c)  A<5ts  XX.  2^—24. 
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fice  and  fervice  of  your  faith,   I  joy  and  rejoice 
with  you  all  {d). 

Thus  the  good  Jhepherd  giveth  his  life  for  the 
flieep  :  hut  he  that  is  an  hireling,  and  not  the  fhep- 
herd,  feeth  the  wolf  coming,  and  leaveth  the  fheep, 
and  fleeth  -,  and  the  wolf  catcheth  them,  and  feat- 
tei'eth  the  flieep  (e).  Happy  is  that  church, 
whofe  paftor  is  prepared  to  tread  in  the  Heps 
of  the  great  Shepherd  and  BifJiop  of  fouls !  St. 
Paul  would  not  have  been  alhamed  to  acknow- 
ledge fuch  a  one,  as  his  companion  and  fel- 
low-laborer in  the  work  of  the  Lord. 


(d)  Phil.  i.  19—2!.    ni.  17.  (e)  John  x.  1 1,  X2. 


AIT 
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TRAIT      XXXVIII. 

The  f-Ji-eet  fufpcnfe  of  his  choice  between   life  and 
death, 

VY  HAT  EVER  defue  the  faithful  paftor 
may  have  to  be  with  Chrift,  and  to  reft  from 
his  labors  •,  yet  he  endures,  with  joy,  his  fepa- 
ration  from  the  perfon  of  his  Saviour,  through 
the  facred  pleafure  he  experiences  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  his  members.  The  fweet  equlibrium 
in  which  his  deiire  was  fufpended  between  life 
and  death,  is  thus  expreffed  by  the  apoftle 
Paul :  IVe  hiow  that  if  our  earthly  houfe  of  this 
tabernacle  were  diffolved,  we  have  a  building  of 
God,  an  houfe  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in 
the  Heavens.  For  in  this  we  groan  earnefily  -, 
dejiring  to  be  clothed  upon  with  our  houfe  which 
is  from  Heaven  :  knowing,  that  whiljl  we  are  at 
home  in  the  body,  we  are  abfent  from  the  Lord  (a). 
Tet,  what  I  fhall  choofe,  I  wot  not.  For  I  am 
in  a  Jlrait  betwixt  two,  having  a  defire  to  de- 
part, and  to  be  with  Chrifi ;  'which  is  far  bet- 
ter: neverthelefs,  to  abide  in  the  flefli  is  more 
needful  for  you.      And  having   this  confidence,   I 

know 
(a)  2  Cor.  V.   1  —  6. 
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know  that  IJhall  abide  and  continue  with  you  ally 
for  your  furtherance  and  joy  of  faith  (b). 

It  is  chiefly  when  believers  have  the  un- 
conquerable love  of  St.  Paul,  that  all  things 
work  together  for  their  good.  Whether  they 
live,  or  whether  they  die,  every  occurrence 
turns  out  a  matter  of  favor.  If  they  live ; 
it  is  that  that  they  may  fupport  their  com- 
panions in  tribulation,  and  infure  to  them- 
felves  a  greater  reward  by  maintaining,  for  a 
longer  feafon,  the  vidorious  fight  of  faith  — 
if  they  die ;  it  is  that  they  may  reft  from 
their  labors,  and  come  to  a  more  perfed  en- 
joyment of  their  matter's  prefence.  Blejfed 
are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord:  they  reft 
from  their  labors,  and  their  works  do  follow 
them  (c).  And,  in  the  mean-time,  blefled  are 
the  living,  who  live  in  the  Lord :  for  they, 
are  honorably  engaged  in  thofe  important  con- 
fli(5ls,  which  will  daily  add  to  their  fpiritual 
ftrength,  and  augment  the  brilliancy  of  their 
final  triumph. 


(b)  Phil,  i   22  —  25.  (c)  Rev.  xiv.  13. 


NOTE 
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NOTE     XXVII. 

While  M.  de  la  Flechere   was  zealouHy  en- 
gaged   in  fighting  the  good  fight  of  faith,   he  looked 
forward,  with  increafing  defire,  to  the  happy  moment, 
when  he  Ihould  exchange  the   weapons  of  war   for 
the  crown  of  glory.     Not  that  he  was  averfe  to  the 
duties  of  his  vocation,   or  wearied   with  the  length 
of    his   fervices  :    but,   being  exceedingly  athirfl  for 
God,  as  the  hart  panteth  after  the  water  brooks,  fo  pant- 
ed his  foul  after  the  more  immediate  prefence  of  God. 
Though    he    was    favored    with    the   enjoyment    of 
many  ineftimable  bleflings  by  the  way,  yet  he  looked, 
with  unutterable  longings,  to   the  end  of  his  courfe  ; 
knowing  that  to  be  at  home  in  the  body,  is  to  be 
alfent  from   the  Lord.      Though   he  experienced   in- 
expreflible    delight   in   the    fociety   of   fuch   as   wor- 
(hipped   in    the  outer   courts    of  the   Lord's    houfe ; 
ftill  he    faw    it   infinitely   more  defirable  to   aflbciate 
with  the  fpirits  of  jufi  men  made  perfe£l,   in   the  in- 
ner places  of  his  invifible  temple.     And  though  he 
was,    at   times,   permitted  a   momentary  glimpfe  of 
heavenly    myfteries,    yet    he    earneftly    defired    that, 
mortality  being  fwallowed   up   of  life,   he    miglu   behold 
with   open  face   the  glory   of  the    Lord.  This 

defire,  which  accompanied  him  through  every  ftate, 
was  exprefied,  with  a  more  than  ordinary  degree  of 
fervor,  in  feafons  of  weaknefs  and  difeafe.  In  thefe 
folemn  intervals,  when  he  appeared  to  be  fpeedily 
Vol.  I.  X  advancing 
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advancing  toward  the  confines  of  eternity,  he  re- 
joiced as  a  weary  traveller  within  fight  of  his  home. 
His  immortal  profpedls  became  more  enlarged  and 
tranfporting,  his  converlation  was  correfpondent  to 
the  grandeur  of  his  views,  and  his  whole  appearance 
was  that  of  a  man,  already  clothed  in  the  wedding 
garment,  and  haftening  to  fit  down  at  the  marriage 
/upper  of  the  Lamb.  There  was  fomething  in  his 
deportment,  upon  thefe  awful  occafions,  which  re- 
minded me  of  the  transfiguration  of  his  mafter  upon 
mount  Tabor — While  Mofes  and  Elias  were  con- 
verfing  with  the  blefled  Jefus  on  his  approaching 
deceafe,  the  fajhion  of  his  countenance  was  altered,  and 
his  raiment  became  white  and  glijiering :  fo,  while 
the  harbingers  of  death  were  apparently  CQmpleting 
their  work  on  the  emaciated  frame  of  this  holy  man, 
his  filent  meditations  have  been  frequently  accom- 
panied with  fo  much  vifible  delight,  fuch  an  extatic 
glow  has  diffufed  itfelf  over  his  whole  countenance, 
and  his  eye  has  been  dire£led  upwards  with  a  look 
of  fuch  inexpreffible  fweetnefs,  that  one  would  al- 
mofl:  have  fuppofed  him,  at  fuch  feafons,  converfing 
with  Angelical  fpirits  on  his  approaching  diflblution, 
and  the  glory  that  fhould  follow. 

But,  notwithfianding  the  intimate  views  he  en- 
joyed of  a  happy  immortality,  and  the  intenfe  de- 
fire  he  exprefled  to  be  with  Chrift  j  when  he  con- 
fidered  the  importance  of  his  charge,  and  the  pro- 
bability  of  his  being  rendered  further  ferviceable  to 

tht 
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the  church,  chanty  toward  his  companions  in  tri- 
bulation gave  birth  to  a  new  defire,  and  kept  hitn 
in  a  ftate  of  fweet  fufpenfe  between  the  labors  of 
grace  and  the  rewards  of  glory.  It  was  in 

fuch  a  ftate  that  he  took  an  afFeding  leave  of  his 
people  at  Madeley  in  the  year  1776,  when  his  dif- 
order  had  increafed  upon  him  to  fo  alarming  a  de- 
gree, that  the  poflibility  of  his  recovery  was  uni-- 
verfally  doubted.  He  delivered  a  difcourfe  upon  that 
occafion  from  thofe  pertinent  words  of  St.  Paul: 
fVhat  I  /ball  choofey  I  wot  not.  For  I  am  in  a 
Jirait  betivixt  twoy  having  a  defire  to  depart  and  ta 
be  luith  Chri/i ;  which  is  far  better :  neverthe/efsj  to 
abide   in   the  fejb  is   more   needful  for  *you.  In 

the  courfe  of  this  fermon  he  adverted,  in  the  mod 
pathetic  terms,  to  the  painful  fituation  in  which  he 
then  prefented  himfelf  to  his  hearers ;  fo  debilitated 
by  difeafe,  that  he  was  unable  any  longer  to  dif- 
charge  among  them  the  public  duties  of  his  minif- 
terial  ftation.  From  his  prefent  weaknefs,  he  looked 
back  to  his  paft  labors,  making  many  afFe6iing  re- 
flexions upon  his  own  unworthinefs,  the  indubita- 
ble teftimonies  he  had  received  of  his  people's  un- 
feigned afFection,  and  the  unufual  fuccefs  of  his 
miniftry  among  them.  Here  he  enlarged  upon  the 
two  leading  defires  of  his  foul.  On  the  one  hand, 
he  made  a  folemn  declaration  of  the  earneft  long- 
ing, with  which  he  defircd  to  be  ahfent  from  the 
hody^  that  he  might  be  prefent  with  the  Lord:  and 
on  the  other,  he  exprefled  a  more  than  parental  at- 
tachment to  his  people,  an  attachment,  which  excited 
X  2  in 
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in  him  a  wifh,  that  he  might  ftill  be  permitted  to  labor 
for  their  furtherance  and  eftabli(hment  in  the  faith  of 
the  Gofpel.  But  what  to  choofe,  he  knew  not :  nor 
was  his  prefent  fufpenfe  attended  with  any  degree  of 
anxiety,  fmce  he  forefaw  unqueftionable  bleflings  await- 
ing him  on  either  hand.  He  faw  the  balance  poifed  by 
unerring  wifdom,  and  was  cheerfully  content  to  wait 
the  iffue,  with  one  uninterrupted  requeft  —  that, 
whether  he  lived,  he  might  live  unto  the  Lord^  or 
whether  he  died,  he  might  die  unto  the  Lord  t, 
that,  whether  living  or  dying,  he  might  be  the 
hordes. 

Such  was  the  fweet  fufpenfe  which  this  man  of 
God  experienced,  between  a  ftate  of  labor  and  a 
ftate  of  reft,  which  continued  for  more  than  two 
years,  and  which  was  at  laft  happily  determined  in 
favor  of  his  people,  who  were  permitted  the  en- 
joyment of  his  miniftry  for  a  long  feafon  after  this 
period,  rejoicing  in  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord,  and 
abundantly  profiting  by  the  labors  of  his  invigorated 
fervant. 


TRAIT 
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TRAIT     XXXIX. 

The   conjiancy  of  his  zeal  and  diligence  to   the 
end  of  his  courfe. 

J-^IVING  or  dying,  the  faithful  fervant  of 
Chrift  never  ads  unworthy  of  his  charader. 
Blamekfs  and  harmlefs  in  the  midft  of  a  crooked 
and  perverfe  generation,  a  child  of  God,  without 
rebuke,  he  fhines,  to  the  end  of  his  courfe,  as 
a   light   in   the  world  (a).  He  beholds 

death,  whether  it  be  natural  or  violent,  al- 
ways without  fear,  and  generally  with  pleafure, 
regarding  it  as  a  meflenger  appointed  for  his 
fafe  condud  into  that  glorious  ftate  where  they, 
rejoice  together,  who  have  continued  faithful 
to  the  end.  He  is  anxious  only,  that  his 
Lord  may  find  him  occupied  in  the  grand 
bufinefs  he  was  commifTioned  to  perform  :  and 
the  nearer  his  hour  approaches,  the  more  ear- 
neft  he  is,  that  he  may  finifh  his  miniftry  with 
joy.  If  he  is  no  longer  able  to  exhort  the 
brethren  in  perfon,  he  writes  to  them  in  the 
manner  of  St.  Peter ;  I  will  not  be  negligent 
to  put  you  always  in  remembrance  of  thefe  things, 
the  dodrines,  precepts,  threatenings,  and  pro- 
X  3  mifes 

(a)  Phil.  ii.   15. 
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mifes  of  the  Gofpel,  though  ye  know  them^  and 
be  ejtabli/hed  in  the  prefent  truth.  Tea,  I  think 
it  meet,  as  long  as  I  cwi  in  this  tabernacle,  to 
Jlir  you  up  by  putting  you  in  remembrance ;  know- 
ing that  Jhortly  1  muji  put  off  this  tabernacle, 
even  as  our  Lord  J  ejus  Chrift  hath  Jhewed  me  (b). 
He  defires,  at  fuch  a  feafon,  to  addrefs  the 
faithful,  and  efpecially  young  minifters,  as  St. 
Paul  addreffed  the  Corinthians  and  Timothy  : 
My  beloved  brethren,  be  ye  fiedfafi,  unmoveable, 
always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord-,  f er- 
a/much as  ye  know  that  your  labor  is  not  in  vain 
in  the  Lord  (c).  'Thou,  Timothy,  hajl  fully 
known  my  do^rine,  wanner  of  life,  purpofe,  faith, 
long-fuffering,  charity,  patience,  perfecutions,  af- 
fii£iions,  which  came  unto  me  at  Antioch,  at  Ico- 
fiimn,  at  Lyjira ;  what  perfecutions  I  endured : 
but  out  of  them  all  the  Lord  delivered  me.  Tea, 
and  all  that  will  live  godly  in  Chrifi  Jefus  fhall 
ftiff'er  perfecution*  But  watch  thou  in  all  things, 
endure  affli^iions,  do  the  work  of  an  evangelift, 
make  full  proof  of  thy  mini  fry  \  for  I  am  mw 
ready  to  be  offered,  and  the  time  of  my  departure 
is  at  hand  (d). 

Thus  triumphantly  St.    Paul   advanced   to- 
ward  the  end  of  his   courfe.      And  thus  the 

faithful 

(b)  2  Pet.  i.  12—14. 

(cl)  2  Tim.  iii,  10— 12.     iv.  5,  6. 
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faithful  minifter,  pouring  frefh  oil  into  his 
lamp  as  the  night  advances,  goes  forth  to 
meet  his  approaching  God,  whom  his  faith 
already  confiders  as  a  merciful  Judge,  and  his 
hope  as  a  munificent  Rewarder. 

NOTE      XXVIII. 

J-  T  is  no  unufual  thing,  to  behold  the  profefTors  of 
chriftianity  diverted,  at  a  maturer  age,  of  that  burn- 
ing love  and  that  irrefiftible  zeal,  by  which  they  were 
peculiarly  dirtinguifhed  in  early  life.  Of  the  many 
thoufands,  who  have  in  every  age  begun  the  facred 
race  with  an  apparent  determination  to  obtain  the 
prize,  the  greater  part,  either  wearied  with  the  in- 
conveniences of  the  way,  or  deluded  by  the  fuggeftions 
of  the  world,  if  they  have  not  altogether  forfaken 
the  path  of  life,  have  proceeded  in  it  with  fo  much 
irrefolution  and  weaknefs,  that,  at  the  conclufion  of 
their  courfe,  it  has  remained  a  matter  of  much  uncer- 
tainty, whether  they  have  reached,  or  fallen  fhort 
of,  the  mark  of  their  high  calling.  With  M.  de 
la  Flechere  it  was  wholly  the  rcverfe.  The  refo- 
lution  that  at  firft  engaged  him  to  enter  upon  the 
chriftian  courfe,  appeared,  not  only  without  any 
diminution,  but  with  increafing  vigor,  through  the 
feveral  ftages  of  his  rapid  progrefs.  He  outran  the 
moft  zealous  of  his  companions,  he  overtook  many 
who  were  fteadily  perfevering  in  the  path  of  ///>,  and 
appeared  at  the  head  of  thofe  who  were  prefling 
X  4  after 
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after  the  higheft  attainable  ftates  of  fan<5tity  and  grace. 
From  the  commencement,  to  the  conclulion,  of  his 
pilgrimage,  there  was  never  once  perceived  in  him  - 
the  leaft  imaginable  tendency  to  a  loitering  or  luke- 
warm difpofition  :  if  he  was  not  every  moment  adlually 
upon  the  ftretch  after  fpiritual  improvement,  he  was 
obferved,  at  leaft,  with  his  loins  girded^  his  Jhoes  on 
his  feet  J  and  his  Jiaff  in  his  hand.  The  fervor  of 
his  fpirit  was  a  filent  but  fharp  reproof  to  the  neg- 
ligent and  unfaithful :  and  fo  perfectly  averfe  was 
he  to  every  fpecies  of  trifling,  that  no  man  of  a 
light  or  indolent  fpirit  could  poffibly  affociate  with 
him  for  any  length  of  time. 

As  he  approached  the  end  of  his  courfe,  the  graces 
he  had  kept  in  continual  exercife  for  fo  long  a  feafon, 
became  more  illuftrious  and  powerful :  his  faith  was 
more  aflured,  his  hope  more  lively,  his  charity  more 
abundant,  his  humility  more  profound,  and  his  re- 
fignation  m^ore  complete.  Planted.,  at  an  early  age, 
in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord.,  he  fourijhed  in  the  courts  of 
cur  God  through  all  the  remaining  years  of  his  life, 
growing  up  like  a  palm  tree.,  and  fpreading  abroad 
like  a.  cedar  in  Lebanon :  and  if  the  fruit  that  he 
brought  forth  in  his  age  was  not  more  plenteous  tlian 
that  which  he  had  produced  in  former  years,  (which 
was  furely  impoffible)  yet  it  was  more  happily  matured, 
and  more  equally  diftribiited  among  his  luxuriant 
branches.  To  thofe  who  were  intimately  converfant 
■with  him  at  this  feafon,  he  appeared  as  a  fcholar 
of  the  higheft  attainments   in  the  fchool  of  Chrift  \ 
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or  rather,  as  a  regenerate  fpirit  in  his  lated:  ftate  of 
preparation  for  the  Kingdom  of  God  :  and  this  ex- 
traordinary eminence  in  grace  was  difcoverable  in  him, 
not  from  any  high  external  profeflions  of  fandity, 
but  from  that  Tueeknefs  of  wifdom,  that  p^^rity  of  con- 
verfat'ion^  and  that  lowlinefs  of  mindy  by  which  his 
whole  carriage  was  uniformly  diftinguiflied. 

For  fome  years  before  his  deceafe,    he  exprefled  a 
continual  defire,    that   his    labors   and  his  lite  might 
be  terminated  together :  and   with  refpecl:  to  his  re- 
figned  prayer  in   this   matter,     the   aflertion   of   the 
Pfalmifl:  was  ftrikingly  verified  —  The  Lord  will  fulfil 
the  defire  of  them  that  fear  him.       His    zeal    for  the 
glory  of   God    appeared    with    undiminished    fervor, 
and  his  diligence  in  filling  up  the  duties  of  his  voca- 
tion continued  with   unabating  vigor,    till   within  a 
few  days  of  his  removal  into  Abraham's  bofom.     In- 
'  ftead  of  out-living  his  zeal  and  diligence  in  the  beft 
of  caufes,  it  may  truly  be  faid,  that  he  fell  an  honor- 
able martyr  to  his  indefatigable  exertions  in  the  fervice 
of  the  church ;    fmce  it  was  from  the  beds   of  the 
difeafed  and  the  dying,    that  he  brought  away  with 
him  the  infe6tious  difiemper,  which  put  fo  unexpeded 
a   period  to   his   labors.     But   even   after  the  fymp- 
toms  of  this  dillemper  had  appeared  fufficiently  alarm- 
ing to  awaken  the  apprehenfions  of  his  friends,  they 
were   unable  either  to  damp  his  zeal,  or  to  control 
his   adivity :    his  declining   fun   was  to  fet,    not  in 
obfcurity  and  confufion,  but  with  that  mild  and  fteady 

luftre, 
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luAre,  which  might  betoken  fomething  of  its  future 
glory. 

On  the  fabbath  day  preceding  that  on  which  he 
entered  into  reft,   I  called  upon  him  in  the   morn- 
ing with  an  earneil:    requeft,   that   iie   would  permit 
me,  if  not  to  take  the   whole  of  his  duty   on   that 
day,  at   leaft   to   Hiare    it   with  him.      But  this    he 
would    by    no    means    be   prevailed   upon   to    fufFer, 
affuring  me,    with  an  air  of  holy  confidence   which 
I   (hall  never    forget,    that    God    would    fufficientiy 
ftrBngthen  him    to   go   through    tlie    duties   of   the 
day.     This  was   his   laft  appearance  in  public;    and 
feversl  of  my  deareft  friends,  who  were  prefent  upon 
this  memorable  occafion,  were  affected  beyond  all  de- 
fcription,    with  the  melancholy  circumftances  of  the 
day.      He  opened   the   reading  fervice  with  apparent 
jftrength  ;    but   before    he    had   proceeded   far  in   it, 
his  countenance  changed,    his  fpeech  began  to  falter, 
and  it  was  with   the  utmoft  difficulty  that  he  could 
keep  himfelf  from  fainting.     Every  eye  was  rivetted 
upon  him,  deep  folicitude  was  painted  in  every  face, 
and  confufed   murmurs  of  diftrefs   ran  through  the 
whole  congregation.     In   the  midft  of  this  affecting 
fcene,   Mrs.  Flechere  was  feen  preffing  through  the 
crowd,    and   earneflly   intreating  her   dying   hufband 
no  longer  to  attempt,   what  appeared   to  be  utterly 
impradicable.     But  he,  as  though  confcious  that  he 
was  engaged   in  his  laft:  public  work,  mildly  refufed 
to  be  intreated  ;    and,    flrugghng   againfl   an  almoft 
infupportable    languor,    conflrained   himfelf  to    con- 
tinue 
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tkiue  the  fervice.  In  the  courfe  of  his  fer- 

mon,  the  idea  of  his  weaknefs  was  almoft  loft  in 
the  freedom  and  energy  with  which  he  delivered 
himfelf.  Mercy  was  the  fubjefl  of  his  difcourfe: 
and  while  he  expatiated  upon  this  glorious  attribute 
of  the  Deity,  its  unfearchable  extent,  its  eternal  du- 
ration, and  its  aftonilhing  effeds,  he  appeared  to  be 
carried  above  all  the  fears  and  feelings  of  mortality. 
There  was  fomething  in  his  appearance  and  manner 
that  gave  his  word  an  irrefiftible  influence  upon  this 
folemn  occafion.  An  awful  concern  was  awakened 
through  the  whole  aiTembly,  and  every  one's  heart 
was  uncoiumonly  moved.  Upon  the  hearts  of  his 
friends,  in  particular,  a  moft  affecting  imprelTion  was 
made  at  this  feafon  :  and  what  deepened  that  im- 
preflion  was  the  'fad  prefentiment^  which  they  read 
in  each  others  countenance,  of  their  paftor's  approach- 
ing diflblution. 

The  fame  affeding  fcene  was  renewed,  with  ad- 
ditional folcmnity,  at  the  altar ;  where  his  people 
beheld  him  offering  up  the  laft  languid  remains  of 
a  life,  that  had  been  lavifhly  fpent  in  their  fer- 
vice. In  going  through  this  laft  part  of  his 
duty,  he  was  exhaufted  again  and  again:  but  his 
fpiritual  vigor  triumphed  over  his  bodily  weaknefs. 
After  feveral  time*  finking  upon  the  facramental 
table,  he  ftill  refumed  his  facred  work,  and  cheer- 
fully diftributed,  with  his  dying  hand,  the  love- 
memorials  of  his  dying  Lord.  In  the  courfe 
of  this    concluding   office,    which   he    performed  by 

means 
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by  means  of  the  moft  aftonifliing  exertions,  he  de- 
livered many  afFedionate  exhortations  to  his  peo- 
ple, calling  upon  them,  at  intervals,  to  celebrate  the 
mercy  of  God  in  (hort  fongs  of  adoration  and  praife. 
And  now,  having  flruggled  through  a  fervice  of 
near  four  hours  continuance,  he  was  fupported,  with 
bleflings  in  his  mouth,  from  the  altar  to  his  cham- 
ber, where  he  lay  for  fome  time  in  a  fwoon,  and 
from  whence  he  never  walked  into  the  world  again. 

Such  was  the  laft  minifterial  labor  of  this  unwea- 
ried paftor,  who  left  behind  him  this,  among  many 
other  proofs,  that  his  zeal  and  diligence  continued 
to  the  end  of  his  days,  undiminifhed  by  the  prefTure 
of  difeafe,  and  unreftrained  by  the  approaches  of  death. 


TRAIT 
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TRAIT      XL. 

His  triumph  over  the  ■  evils  of  life,   end  the 
terrors  of  death. 


X 


H  E  living  faith  that  fuftains  a  good  paf- 
tor,  or  a  believer  in  Chrift,  amid  all  the  dif- 
ficulties and  affliftions  of  life,  caufes  him 
more  efpecially  to  triumph  at  the  approach 
of  death,  even  in  all  its  moft  terrific  appear- 
ances. Ever  filled  with  an  humble  confidence 
in  him,  who  is  the  RefurreRion  and  the  Ltfe^ 
he  frequently  exprefTes  the  aflurance  of  his  vic- 
torious faith  at  this  folemn  feafon,  in  the  manner 
of  St.  Paul  :  Thanks  he  unto  God^  which  always 
caufeth  us  to  triumph  in  Chriji  (a).  Knowing  that 
he  who  raifed  up  the  Lord  Jefus^  fJiall  raife  up 
us  alfo  by  Jefus,  and  flir.U  prefent  us  with  you ; 
therefore  we  faint  not :  but  though  our  outward 
man  perifh,  yet  the  inward  man  is  renewed  day 
by  day.  For  our  light  afflict  on,  which  is  but  for 
a  moment,  worketh  out  for  us  a  far  more  exceed- 
ing and  eternal  weight  of  glory  (b).  Thus 
holding  up  the  fhield  of  faith  to  quench  the 
fiery  darts  of  the  wicked   one,   and  to  receive 

the 

(a)  2  Cor.  ii.  14.  (b)  2  Cor.  iv.  14 — \j. 
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the  piercing  arrows  of  the  angel  of  death,  he 
expefls  his  laft  hour  without  fear  or  impa- 
tience -,  cheerfully  leaving  the  time,  the  place, 
the  manner,  and  the  circumftances  of  this  con- 
cluding trial,  to  the  difpofal  of  that  God, 
whofe  wifdom,  goodnefs,  and  power,  are  all 
combined  to  infure  him  the  viftory.  Whe- 
ther he  is  called,  by  the  providence  of  God, 
in  a  chamber,  or  upon  a  fcafFold,  to  tafte  the 
bitter  cup  of  which  his  mader  drank  fo  deeply, 
he  prepares  himfelf  to  accompany  a  fuffering 
Saviour,  encouraged  with  the  hope  that  he 
Ihall  not  be  tempted  above  his  ftrength,  and 
that,  if  he  fuffers  and  dies  with  the  King  of 
glory,  he  fhall  alfo  rife  and  reign  together 
with  him. 

At  length  the  fatal  iliaft  is  thrown,  whe- 
ther by  accident,  by  difeafe,  or  by  the  hand 
of  an  executioner,  is  of  little  confequence ;  the 
true  chriftian,  prepared  for  all  events,  fees 
and  fubmits  to  the  order  of  providence.  He 
receives  the  mortal  blow,  either  with  humble 
reftgymtion^  or  v;ith  holy  joy.  In  the  firft  cafe 
his  foul  is  fweetly  difengaged  from  its  earthly 
tabernacle,  while  he  breathes  out  the  fuppli- 
catory  language  of  happy  Simeon :  Lord^  now 
lettejl  thou  thy  fervant  depart  in  peace,  for  mine 

eyes 
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€y€S  have  feen  thy  fahcUion.  But  in  the  fecond 
cafe,  he  leaves  the  world  in  a  ftate  of  holy 
triumph,  crying  out  in  the  fulkll  alTurance  of 
faith — my  j^erfuafion  takes  place  of  fight,  and, 
without  the  htip  of  vifion,  I  endure,  as  feeing 
him  that  Is  Invifible  ;  as  effcdually  fuftaiaed, 
as  though,  contemplating  with  Stephen  an 
open  Heaven,  1  faw  the  Son  of  Man  Hand- 
ing at  the  right  hand  of  God  ready  to  fave 
and    glorify    my    foul.  Of  thefe   two 

manners  of  holy  dying,  the  moft  enviable  ap- 
pears to  have  been  the  lot  of  St.  Paul,  if 
we  may  judge  from  the  anticipated  triumph 
which  graces  feveral  of  his  epiftles,  and  par- 
ticularly the  laft  he  addrefled  to  Timothy 
from  Rome,  where  he  received  the  crown  of 
martyrdom.  /  def^re  to  depart  and  to  he 

with  Chriji,  for  ivhom  I  have  fuffered  the  lofs  of 
all  things,  and  do  count  them  but  dung^  that  I 
may  know  him^  and  the  power  of  his  refurreSlion, 
and  the  fellowfJiip  of  his  fuffcrings,  being  made 
conformable  unto  his  death  (c).  /  have  fought 
a  good  fight,  I  have  finifJied  my  courfe,  I  have 
kept  the  faith.  Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for 
me  a  crown  of  right eoufnefs,  which  the  Lord, 
the  righteous  Judge,  ffiall  give  me  at  that  day; 
to  whom  be  glory  for  ever   and  ever  (d).     IVho 

fJiall 
(c)  Phil.  i.  13.     ili.  8  — 10.        (d)  2Tini.  iv.  7,  8,  18. 
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^all  feparate  us  from  the  love  of  Chrijl  ?  Shall 
tribulation,  or  dijirefs,  or  perfecution,  or  the 
fword?  Nay,  in  all  thefe  things  we  are  more 
than  conquerors  through  him  that  loved  us.  For 
I  am  perfuaded,  that  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor 
Angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things 
prefent,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth, 
nor  any  other  creature  fhall  be  able  to  feparate 
us  from  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Chrijl 
Jefus  (e).  0  death,  where  is  thy  fling?  O  grave, 
where  is  thy  victory?  1'hanks  be  to  God,  who 
giveth  us  the  vinery  through  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chriji  (f). 

Thus  the  great  apofl-le  went  forth  to  meet 
his  laft  trial,  counting  it  an  honor  to  TufFer 
in  the  caufe  of  truth,  and  rejoicing  in  hope 
of  the  glory  of  God.  The  enemies  of  chrif- 
tianity  rendered  him  at  laft  conformable  to 
Chrift  in  his  death  * :    but  while  they  fevered 

his 

(e)  Rom.  viii.  35  —  39.         (f)  I  Cor.  xv.  55  —  57. 

*  Tradition  informs  us,  that  St.  Paul  in  the  fecond 
journey  he  made  to  Rome,  received  the  crown  of  mar- 
tyrdom, under  the  emperor  Nero,  about  thirty  five  years 
after  the  crucifixion  of  our  bjefled  Lord.  St.  Clement, 
the  cotemporary  of  St.  Paul,  fpciks  of  that  Apoltle 
in  the  following  terms,  in  his  firlt  epiftle  to  the  Co- 
rinthians. 
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his  head  from  his  body,  they  united  his  happy 
fpirit  more  intimately  to  that  exalted  Jefus, 
who  had  once  met  him  in  the  way,  and  who 
now  was  waiting  to  receive  him  at  the  end 
of  his  courfe.  Happy  are  the  faithful,  who, 
like  this  faithful  apoftle,  live  unto  the  Lord  ! 
yet  happier  they,  who,  like  him,  are  enabled 
to  die  unto  the  Lord !  'Their  "works  do  follow 
them,  while  ihey  rejl  from  their  labors,  and  wait 
in  peace  the  refurredion,  and  all  the  fublimc 
rewards  of  the  righteous. 

NOTE    XXIX. 

Jri.  F  T  E  R  having  manifefted  fo  much  refolution 
and  conftancy  in  fighting  the  good  fight  of  faith,  it 
]&  no  wonder,  that  M.  de  la  Flechere  was  permitted 
to  finijh  his  courfe  with  joy,  and  that  the  concluding 
fcenes  of  his  warfare  were  peculiarly  triumphant  and 
glorious.  Equally  prepared  for  every  event,  he  met 
Vol.  I.  Y  his 

rinthians.  "  By  means  of  jealoufy,  Paul  has  received 
the  prize  of  perfeverance.  Having  been  feven  times 
in  bonds;  having  been  evil-intreated  and  ftoned;  having 
preached  in  the  ead  and  in  the  weft,  he  has  obtained 
the  glorious  prize  of  his  faith.  After  having  inftrufted 
all  the  world  in  righteoufnefs,  coming  into  the  weft, 
he  has  fufFered  martyrdom  under  thofe,  who  command ; 
and  thus  quitting  the  world,  after  having  (hewn  in  it 
a  great  example  of  patience,  he  is  gone  into  the  holy 
place." 
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bis  laft  great  trial  with  all  that  cotnpofure  and  ftea- 
dinefs,  which  had  invariably  diftinguiflied  him  upon 
every  former  occafion  of  fuffering.  He  entered  the 
valley  of  the  JJjadow  of  deaih^  as  one  who  feared  no 
evil.  He  confidered  it  as  the  high  road  to  that 
incorruptible  inheritance  which  is  referved  for  the 
faints;  and,  looking  forward  with  a  hope  full  of 
immortality,  he  faw,  beyond  its  limited  gloom,  thofe 
everlafting  hills  of  light  and  glory  to  which  his  foul 
afpired.  A   few   days  before  his  diflblu- 

tion,  he  appeared  to  have  reached  that  defirable  point, 
where  the  laft  rapturous  difcoveries  are  made  to  the 
fouls  of  dying  faints.  Roufed,  as  it  were,  with  the 
fhouts  of  angels,  and  kindled  into  rapture  with 
vifions  of  glory,  he  broke  into  a  fong  of  holy 
triumph,  which  began  and  ended  with  the  pralfes 
of  God's  unfathomable  love.  He  labored  to  declare 
the  fecret  manifeftations  he  enjoyed,  but  his  fenfa- 
tions  were  too  powerful  for  utterance,  and,  after 
looking  inexpreflible  things,  he  contented  himfelf 
with  calling  upon  all  around  him  to  celebrate  and 
fhout  out  that  adorable  love^  which  can  never  be 
fully  comprehended  or  adequately  exprefled.  This 
triumphant  frame  of  mind  was  not  a  tranfient  feel- 
ing, but  a  ftate  that  he  continued  to  enjoy,  with 
little  or  no  difcernible  interruption,  to  the  moment 
of  his  death.  While  he  poflelTed  the  power  of 
fpeech,  he  fpake  as  one  whofe  lips  had  been  touched 
with  a  live  coal  from  the  altar ;  and  when  deprived 
of  that  power,  his  countenance  difcovered  that   he 

was 


THE    PORTRAIT    OF    ST.    PAUL.  ^39 

was  fweetly  engaged  in  the  contemplation  of  eternal 
things. 

On  the  day  of  his  departure,  as  I  was  preparing 
to  attend  my  own  church,  which  was  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  nine  miles  from  Madeley,  I  received  a  hafty 
meflage  from  Mrs.  de  la  Flechere,  requefting  my 
immediate  attendance  at  the  vicarage.  I  inftantly 
followed  the  meflenger,  and  found  M.  de  la  Fle- 
chere with  every  fymptom  of  approaching  diflblution 
upon  him.  1  had  ever  looked  up  to  this  man  of 
God  with  an  extraordinary  degree  of  afFedion  and 
reverence  j  and  on  this  affli6ting  occafion  my  heart 
was  uncommonly  affedted  and  deprefled.  It  was 
now  in  vain  to  recollect  that  public  duty  required 
my  prefence  in  another  place :  unfitted  for  every 
duty,  except  that  of  filently  watching  the  bed  of 
death,  T  found  it  impoflible  to  withdraw  from  the 
folemn  fcene  to  which  I  had  been  fummoned.  I 
had  received  from  this  evangelical  teacher,  in  days 
that  were  part,  many  excellent  precepts  with  refpecl 
to  holy  living ;  and  now  I  defired  to  receive  from 
him  the  laft  important  lefTon  with  refped:  to  holy 
dying.  And  truly  this  concluding  leflbn  was  of  in- 
eftimable  worth,  fince  fo  much  patience  and  refig- 
nation,  fo  much  peace  and  compofure,  were  fcarcely 
ever  difcovered  in  the  fame  circumftances  before  — 
Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous^  and  let  my  Utjl 
end  be  like  his  ! 

While  their  paftor  was  breathing  out  his  foul  into 

the   hands   of    a  faithful    Creator.^    his    people    were 

Y  2  offering 
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offering  up  their  joint  fupplicatlons  on  his  behalf  hi 
the  houfe  of  God.  Little  however  was  feen  among 
them  on  that  trying  occafion,  bat  affliiStion  and  tears. 
Indeed  it  was  a  day  much  to  be  remembered  for  the 
many  affedling  teftimonies  of  diftrefs  which  appeared 
on  every  fide.  The  whole  village  wore  an  air  of 
confternation  and  fadnefs,  and  not  one  joyful  fong 
was  heard  among  all  its  inhabitants — Hafty  meflen- 
gers  were  pafling  to  and  fro  with  anxious  enquiries 
and  confufed  reports  —  And  the  members  of  every 
family  fat  together  in  filence  that  day,  awaiting, 
with  trembling  expedation,  the  iffue  of  every  hour. 
After  the  conclufion  of  evening  fervice,  feveral  of 
the  poor,  who  came  from  diftant  parts,  and  who 
were  ufually  entertained  under  M.  de  la  Flechere's 
roof,  ftill  lingered  about  the  houfe,  and  feemed  un- 
able to  tear  themfelves  away  from  the  place,  with- 
out a  fight  of  their  expiring  paftor.  Secretly  in- 
formed of  their  defire,  I  obtained  them  the  per- 
mifTion  they  wiflied.  And  the  door  of  the  chamber 
being  fet  open,  immediately  before  which  M.  de  la 
Flechere  was  fitting  upright  in  his  bed  with  the 
curtains  undrawn,  unaltered  in  his  ufual  venerable 
appearance,  they  flowly  moved  one  by  one  along  the 
gallery,  feverally  paufing  as  they  pafled  by  the  door, 
and  cafting  in  a  look  of  mingled  fupplication  and 
anguifti.  It  was,  indeed,  an  affe£ling  fight,  to  be- 
hold thefe  unfeigned  mourners  fucceflively  prefent- 
ing  themfelves  before  the  bed  of  their  dying  bene- 
fa£lor,  with  an  inexprefllble  eagernefs  in  their  looks, 
and  then  dragging  themfelves  away   from  his  prc- 

fence 
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fence  with  a  diftrefling  confcioufnefs,  that  they  Jhoidd 
fee  his  face  no  more. 

And  now  the  hour  fpeedily  approached,  that  was 
to  put  a  folemn  termination  to  our  hopes  and  fears. 
His  weaknefs  very  perceptibly  increal'ed,  but  his 
countenance  continued  unaUered  to  the  laft.  If 
there  was  any  viiible  change  in  his  feelings,  he  ap- 
peared more  at  eafe  and  more  fweetly  compofed,  as 
the  moment  of  his  difmiffion  drew  near.  Our  eyes 
were  rivetted  upon  him  in  awful  expedlation.  But, 
whatever  we  had  felt  before,  no  murmuring  thought 
was  fuffered,  at  this  interefting  period,  to  darken 
the  glories  of  fo  illuftrious  a  fcene.  All  was  filence 
—when  the  laft  angelic  mefTenger  fuddenly  arrived, 
and  performed  his  important  commilTion  with  fo 
much  ftlllnefs  and  fecrecy,  that  it  was  impoflible  to 
determine  the  exact  moment  of  its  completion.  Mrs. 
de  la  Flechere  was  kneeling  by  the  fide  of  her  de- 
parting hufband  j  one  who  had  attended  him  with 
uncommon  afliduity,  during  the  laft  ftages  of  his 
diftemper,  fat  at  his  head  j  while  I  forrowfully  waited 
near  his  feet.  Uncertain,  whether  or  not  he  was 
totally  feparated  from  us,  we  prefled  nearer,  and 
hung  over  his  bed  in  the  attitude  of  liftening  atten- 
tion —  his  lips  had  ceafed  to  move,  and  his  head 
was  gently  fmking  upon  his  bofom  —  we  ftretched  out 
our  hands ;  but  his  warjare  was  accomplifhedy  and 
the  happy  fpirit  had  taken  its  everlafting  flight. 

Such  was   the  undifturbed    and  triumphant  death 

of   this   eminently    holy   and   laborious  paftor,    who 

Y  3  entered 
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entered  into  reft  on  the  evening  of  Sunday,  Auguft 
14th,  1785.  BlelTed  are  the  dead,  who  die  in  the 
Lord  !  They  reft  from  their  painful  labors^  and  are 
followed  by  thofe  exemplary  works,  which  they  con- 
fidered  as  unworthy  a  place  in  their  remembrance  : 
they  efcape  from  the  windy  Jiorm  and  tempejl^  and  are 
brought  to  their  defired  haven  :  they  have  a  right  to  the 
tree  of  life^  they  enter  in  through  the  gates  into  the 
city,  and  ftand  with  everlafting  acceptance  in  the 
prefence  of  God.  On  Sunday  the  21ft,  a  public 
tribute  of  refpecSl  was  paid  to  the  memory  of  this 
great  man,  in  a  funeral  fermon  delivered  in  the 
parish  church  of  Madeley,  by  the  Reverend  Thomas 
Hatton,  Rector  of  Waters  Upton,  who,  in  fpeaking 
from  Hebrews  xiii.  and  7,  addreffcd  a  numerous  and 
deeply  afFedled  auditory  in  terms  peculiarly  adapted 
to  the  folemnity  of  the  occafion. 


THE 
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CHAPTER     I. 

^he  portrait  of  lukewarm  minijlers. 

A  H  E  eflence  of  painting  confifts  in  a  happy 
mixture  of  light  and  fhade,  from  the  contraft: 
of  which  an  admirable  effed  is  produced,  and 
the  animated  figure  made  to  rife  from  the  can- 
vafs.  Upon  this  principle  we  iTiall  oppofe  to 
the  portrait  of  St.  Paul,  that  of  lukewarm 
minifters  and  falfe  apoftles,  whofe  gloomy  traits 
will  form  a  background  peculiarly  adapted  to 
{tt  off  the  chara<^er  of  an  evangelical  pallor. 

If  the  primitive  church  was  difturbed  and 
milled  by  unfaithful  minifters,  it  may  be  reafon- 
ably  prefumed  that,  in  this  more  degenerate 
period  of  its  exiftence,  the  church  of  God  muft 
be  miferably  overrun  with  teachers  of  the  fame 
charafter.  There  is,  however,  no  fmall  num- 
ber of  minifters,  who  form  a  kind  of  medium 
between  zealous  paftors  and  falfe  apoftles.  Thcfe 
irrefolute  evangelifts  are  ftncere  to  a  certain 
point.  They  have  fome  defire  after  the  things 
of  God,  but  are  abundantly  more  folicitous 
for  the  things  of  the  world.     They  form  good 

rcfolutions 
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refolutions  in  the  caufe  of  their  acknowledged 
mafter,  but  are  timid  and  unfaithful,-  when 
called  upon  aflual  fervice.  They  are  fome- 
times  actuated  by  a  momentary  zeal,  but  gene- 
rally influenced  by  fervile  fear.  They  have  no 
experience  of  that  ardent  affedtion,  and  that 
invincible  courage,  with  which  St.  Paul  was 
animated.  Their  wifdom  is  ftill  carnal  (a) ;  they 
ftill   confer  with  flejh   and  Mood  (b).  Such 

was  Aaron,  who  yielded,  through  an  unmanly 
weaknefs,  to  the  impious  folicitations  of  his 
people.  Such  was  Jonah,  when  he  refufed  to 
exercife  his  miniftry  at  Nineveh.  That  this 
prophet  was  poflefled  of  a  holy  confidence  in 
God,  and  a  defire  for  the  falvation  of  his 
fellow- creatures,  we  have  every  reafon  to  be- 
lieve :  but  we  find  that  neither  the  one,  nor 
the  other,  was  fufficiently  powerful  to  engage 
him  in  a  fervice,  which  appeared  likely  to 
endanger  his  reputation  among  men.  Such 
were  alfo  the  apoftles,  before  they  were  endued 
with  power  from  on  high.  To  every  paftor 
of  this  charader,  that  exprefTion  of  Chrift, 
which  was  once  addrelTed  to  the  moft  courage- 
ous man  among  his  difciples,  may  be  confidered 
as   peculiarly    applicable :     T^hou  art  an  offence 

unto 

(a)  2  Cor.  i.  12.  (b)  Gal.  i.  16. 
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unto  me,   for  thou  favoureji   not  the  things  that 
he  of  God,  but  thoje  that  be  of  men  (c). 

Lukewarmnefs,  falfe  prudence,  and  timidity, 
are  tht  chief  chai  aderifticks,  by  which  minifters 
of  this  clafs  may  be  diftinguifhed.  Perceiving 
the  excellence  of  the  Gofpel  in  an  obfcure  point 
of  view,  and  having  little  experience  of  its 
aftonifhiiig  efFeds,  they  cannot  pofiibly  difcover 
that  religious  zeal,  which  is  indifpenfably  ne- 
celfary  to  the  charader  they  affed  to  fuilain. 

The  pious  Bifhop  Maflillon  gives  the  follow- 
ing reprefentation  of  thefe  unqualified  teachers, 
and  the  ill  effeds  of  their  unfiiithfulnefs.  *'  Man- 
"  ners  are  every  day  becoming  more  corrupt 
"  among  us,  becaufe  the  zeal  of  minifters  is 
"  daily  becoming  colder-,  and  becaufe  there 
'*  are  found  among  us  few  apoftolical  men, 
"  who  oppofe  themfelves,  as  a  brazen  wall,  to 
"  the  torrent  of  vice.  For  the  moft  part,  v/e 
"  behold  the  wicked  altogether  at  eafe  in  their 
"  fins,  for  the  want  of  hearing  more  fre- 
*'  quently  thofe  thundering  voices,  which,  ac- 
*'  companied  with  the  Spirit  of  God,  would 
"  effedlually  roufe  them  from  iheir  awful  flum- 
"  ber.  The   want  of  zeal,    fo   clcariy 

"  difcernible 
(c)  Matt.  xvi.  2^. 
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"  ,dircernible  among  paftors,  is  chiefly  owing 
"  to  that  bafe  timidity,  which  is  not  hardy 
"  enough  to  make  a  refolute  ftand  againft 
"  common,  prejudice,  and  which  regards  the 
"  worthlefs  approbation  of  men,  beyond  their 
"  eternal  interefts.  That  muft  needs  be  a 
"  worldly  and  criminal  confideration,  which 
"  inakes  us  more  anxious  for  our  own  glory, 
'*  than  for  the  glory  of  God.  That  muft  truly 
"  be  flefhly  wifdom,  which  can  reprefent  re- 
"  ligious  zeal  under  the  falfe  ideas  of  excefs, 
"  indifcretion  and  temerity :  a  pretext  this, 
*'  which  nearly  extinguifhes  every  fpark  of  zeal 
"  in  the  generality  of  minifters.  This  want 
*'  of  courage  they  honor  with  the  fpecious  names 
*'  of  moderation  and  prudence.  Under  pre- 
"  tence  of  not  carrying  their  zeal  to  an  excefs, 
"  they  are  content  to  be  entirely  deftitute  of 
"  it.  And  while  they  are  folicitous  to  fhun 
"  the  rocks  of  imprudence  and  precipitation ; 
*'  they  run,  without  fear,  upon  the  fands  of 
"  indolence  and  cowardice.  They  defire  to  be- 
"  come  ufeful  to  finners,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
"  to  be  had  in  eftimation  by  them.  They 
"  long  to  manifeft  fuch  a  zeal  as  the  world  is 
"  difpofed  to  applaud.  They  are  anxious  fo 
"  to  oppofe  the  paffions  of  men,  that  they 
"  may  yet  fecure  their  praifes;  (o  to  condemn 

"  the 
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"  the  vices  they  love,  that  they  may  ftill  be 
"  approved  by  thofe  they  condemn.  But 
"  when  we  probe  a  wound  to  the  bottom, 
**•  we  muft  exped  to  awaken  a  degree  of 
"  peevifhnefs  in  the  patient,  if  we  do  not  ex- 
"  tort  from  him  Tome  bitter  exclamation." 

"  Let  us  not  deceive  ourfelves,"  continues 
the  fame  author,  "  if  that  apoftolical  zeal, 
"  which  once  converted  the  world,  is  become 
"  fo  rare  among  us,  it  is  becaufe,  in  the  dif- 
"  charge  of  our  facred  functions,  we  feek  our- 
*'  felves  rather  than  the  glory  of  Chrift,  and 
"  the  falvation  of  fouls.  Glory  and  infamy 
"  were  regarded  by  the  apoftle  with  equal 
*-'-  indifference,  while  he  filled  up  the  duties  of 
"  his  important  office.  He  knew  it  impoffi- 
"  ble  to  pleafe  men,  and  to  fave  them ;  to 
"  be  the  fervant  of  the  world,  and  the  fer- 
"  vant  of  Chrift.  Neverthelefs,  there  are  many 
"  among  us,  who  are  feeking  to  unite  thefe 
"  different  fervices,  which  the  apoftle  believed 
*'  to  be  irreconcileable." 

Monf.  Roques  agrees  with  the  pious  Bifhop 
in  condemning  thofe  minifters,  who  negled  to 
copy  the  example  of  St.  Paul.  "  The  iittle 
"  piety  that  is  to  be  found  among  minifters," 

fays 
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fays  this  excellent  writer,  *'  is  the  moft  efFec- 
"  tual  obftacle  to  the  progrefs  of  the  Gof- 
"  pel.  By  piety,  I  mean  that  (incere  and 
"  ardent  love  for  religion,  which  deeply 
"  interefts  a  man  in  all  its  concerns,  as  well 
"  as  in  every  thing  that  refpeds  the  glory  of 
"  God,  and  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  If 
*'  this  divine  love  was  found  reigning  in  the 
"  hearts  of  thofe  who  proclaim  Chrift;  if  every 
"  preacher  of  the  Gofpel  was  enabled  to  fay, 
"  with  the  fincerity  of  Peter,  Lord!  thou  know- 
"  ejl  all  things  -,  thou  knowejl  thai  Hove  thee  (d)  : 
"  thou  knoweft,  that  I  have  no  ambition  but 
"  for  thy  glory,  and  that  my  higheft  pleafure 
"  confifts  in  beholding  the  increafe  of  thy 
"  Kingdom — we  fhould  then  perceive  the  word 
"  of  God  in  their  hands,-  like  a  two  edged 
"  fword,  cutting  afunder  the  very  deepeft  roots 
"  of  fin.  But  as  the  Gofpel  is  preached  more 
"  through  contention,  through  vain  glory,  and 
"  through  the  defire  of  getting  a  livelihood 
"  by  ferving  at  the  altar,  than  through  an 
"  ardent  zeal  to  advance  the  glory  of  God  ; 
"  hence  it  is,  that  minifters  fall  into  various 
"  errors,  giving  evident  proofs  of  that  indo- 
"  lence  and  unconcern,  which  afford  matter  of 
"  fcandal  rather  than  of  edification  (e)." 

Monf. 
(d)  John  xxi.  15.  (e)  Evangelical  Pallor. 
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Monf.  Oftervald  fpeaks  the  fame  language 
in  his  Third  foiirce  of  the  corruption^  ivhich  reigns 
among  chrijtians.  "  A   great  part  of  our 

"  ecclefiafticks,"  fays  this  writer,  "  may  be 
"  juftly  charged  with  the  corruption  of  the 
*'  people,  fince  there  are  among  them  many 
"  who  oppofe  the  re-eftabliihment  of  a  holy 
"  difcipline,  while  others  render  the  exercife 
"  of  it  totally  ufelefs,  by  an  ill  timed  foftnefs, 
«■'  and  a  fhameful  indulgence." 

"  I  except  thofe,"  continues  this  venerable 
paftor,  "  who  ought  to  be  excepted.  But,  on 
"  a  general  vievv',  in  what  do  ecclefiafticks 
"  differ  from  other  men  ?  Do  they  diftinguifh 
"  themfelves  by  an  exemplary  life  ?  Their  ex- 
"  terior,  indeed,  is  fomewhat  different  :  They 
"  lead  a  more  retired  life  \  they,  in  fome  de- 
"  gree,  fave  appearances  •,  though  all  do  not  go 
"  thus  far.  But,  beyond  this,  are  they  not 
"  equally  attached  to  the  world,  as  much  en- 
"  gaged  with  earthly  things,  as  wholly  taken 
*'  up  with  fecular  views,  as  conftantly  aduated 
"  by  intereft  and  paffion,  as  the  generality 
"  of  mankind  ?" 

Chriftian  prudence  required,  that   thefc  por- 
traits   of    lukewarm    minifters    fhould    be    ex- 
hibited 
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hibited  as  the  defigns  of  paftors,  who  have 
been  eminent  for  their  piety,  their  rank,  and 
experience,  and  who,  on  that  account,  had  a 
peculiar  right  to  declare  thofe  truths,  which 
might  give  greater  offence,  were  they  to  come 
from  lefs  refpeAable  perfons. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      II. 

The  portrait  of  falfe  apojlks. 

JDETWEEN  the  ftate  of  carelefs  minifters, 
and  that  of  falfe  apoftles,  there  is  not,  in  reality, 
fo  vr.ft  a  difference,  as  many  are  apt  to  imagine. 
An  unworthy  laborer  in  the  fpiritual  vineyard, 
gives  fpeedy  proofs  of  a  lukewarm  temper  in 
the  fervice  of  his  Lord  -,  fhortly  after,  his 
heart  becomes  entirely  cold  with  refpedl  to 
piety  j  and,  what  is  ftill  more  lamentable,  he 
frequently  manifefts  as  warm  a  zeal  for  error 
and  vice,  as  the  true  minifter  can  poflibly  dif- 
cover  in  the  caufe  of  truth  and  virtue.  Such 
is  the  ftate  of  thofe,  who  may  properly  be 
termed  preachers  of  the  third  clafs,  and  who 
are  fpoken  of  by  St.  Paul  under  the  title  of 
falfe  apojlks  (a). 

Thefe  unworthy  minifters  are  known  by  their 
works.  Like  many  of  St.  Paul's  unfaithful 
fellow- laborers  (b),  they  prefer  the  repofe  and 
pleafure  of  the  world,  before  the  fervice  and 
reproach  of  Chrift.  Like  Judas  and  Simon 
Vol.  I.  Z  the 

(a)  2  Cor.  xi.  i  3.  (b)  2  Tim.  i.  1 5. 
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the  forcerer,  they  love  the  honors  and  reve- 
nues of  minifters,  while  they  abhor  the  crofles 
and  labors  of  the  miniftry.  Like  Hophni  and 
Phinehas,  they  are  fans  of  Belial^  and  know  not 
the  Lord.  Their  fin  is  very  great  before  the 
Lord:  for^  on  their  account,  many  ahhor  the 
offering  of  the  Lord  (c).  Like  the  wicked  fer- 
vant,  defcribed  by  their  reputed  mafter,  in- 
ilead  of  providing  meat  for  his  houfehold  in  due 
feafon^  they  begin  to  finite,  or  to  perfecute  thofe. 
of  their  fellow-fervants,  who  are  intent  upon 
difcharging  their  feveral  duties ;  while  they 
pafs  away  their  time  in  mirth  and  feftlvity, 
with  the  riotous  and  the  drunken  (d).  They 
may  juftly  be  compared  to  lamps  extlnguilhed 
in  the  temple  of  God.  "  Inftead  of  ihining 
"  there  to  his  praife,"  fays  Bifhop  Maflillon, 
"  they  emit  black  clouds  of  fmoke,  which  ob- 
"  fcure  every  objedl  about  them,  and  become  a 
"  favour  of  death  to  thofe  who  perifh.  They 
"  are  pillars  of  the  fandluary,  which,  being 
"  overthrown  and  fcattered  in  public  places, 
"  become  ftones  of  ftumbling  to  every  heed- 
"  lefs  paffenger.  They  are  the  fait  of  the 
"  earth,  and  were  appointed  to  preferve  fouls 
"  from  corruption  •,  but,  having  loft  all  their 
"  favour,     they   begin   to   corrupt   what   they 

"  were 
(c)  1  Sam.  ii.  12,  17.  (d)  Matt,  xxiv.  48,  49. 


THE    PORTRAIT    OF    ST.    PAUL.  ^55 

"  were  Intended  to  preferve."  They  are  phy- 
ficians,  who  carry  to  their  patients  infedllon 
inftead  of  health.  From  the  fpiritually  dif- 
eafed,  they  withhold  the  healing  word  of 
God  (e),  while  they  diftribute  among  them 
the  dangerous  poifon  of  a  lax  morality,  fet- 
ting  before  them  an  example  of  bitter  zeal 
againjl  the  truths  puffing  them  up  with  that 
ivifdom,  which  is  earthly^  fenfual^  and  devilijh  (f). 

"  A  falfe  paftor,"  fays  Monf.  Roques,  or 
a  falfe  apoftle,  "  is  a  minifter,  whofe  heart  is 
"  not  right  before  God,  and  who  lives  not 
"  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  edify  his  flock. 
"  He  knows  the  holy  courfe  of  life  to  which 
"  chriftians  in  general,  and  minifters  in  par- 
*'  ticular,  are  called  ;  but,  in  fpite  of  all  his 
"  knowledge  and  his  apparent  zeal,  he  fears 
"'  not  to  trample  under  foot  thofc  very  max- 
*'  ims  of  the  Gofpel,  which  he  has  publicly 
"  eftabliihed,  and  preached  with  tile  utmoft 
*'  energy.  Every  day  he  performs  ads  of 
"  the  moft  deteftable  hypocrify.  Every  time 
'•'■  he  preaches  and  cenfures,  he  bears  open 
"  teftimony  againft  his  own  condudl :  but  he 
"  publicly  accufes,  without  ever  intending  to 
"  corrcdl,  himfelf.  He  is  a  conftant  declaimer 
Z  2  "  againft- 

(e)  Pfalm  cvii,  20.  (0  James  iii.  14,  15. 
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"  againft  vice,  in  the  pulpit  ^  but  a  peculiar 
"  protedlor  of  it,  while  he  is  engaged  in  the 
"  common  concerns  of  life.  While  he  ex- 
"  horts  his  hearers  to  repentance,  he  either 
"  imaoines  himfelf  above  thofe  laws,  which  he 
"  propofes  to  others  on  the  part  of  God  -, 
"  or  he  believes  himfelf  under  no  other  ne- 
"  ceflity  of  holding  them  forth,  than  his 
"  known  engagement  to  fuch  a  work,  and  the 
"  falary  he  receives  for  the  performance  of 
"  it." 

Monf.  Oftervald,  in  a  work  already  referred 
to,  makes  mention  of  thefe  paftors  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms.  "  How  many  do  we  fee,  who 
"  regard  their  holy  vocation  in  ao  other  light, 
'*  than  the  means  of  procuring  for  themfelves 
- "  a  comfortable-  maintenance.  Are  there  not 
"  many,  who  bring  a  fcandal  upon  their  pro- 
"  feflion  by  the  licentioufnefs  of  their  man- 
'*  ners  ?  Do  we  not  fee  them  hafty  and  out- 
*'  rageous  ?  Do  we  not  obferve  in  them  an 
"  extreme  attachment  to  their  own  interefts  .? 
*'  Are  they  careful  to  rule  their  families  well  ? 
"  Has  it  not  been  a  fubjed  of  complaint,  that 
"  they  are  puffed  up  with  pride,  and  are  im- 
"  placable  in  their  hatred  ?  I  fay  nothing  of 
"  many   other    vices   and   defeds,    which   are 

"  equally 
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"  equally  fcandalous  in  the  clergy,  fi:ch  as 
**  vain  and  loofe  converfation,  an  attachment 
"  to  diverfion  and  pleafure,  a  worldly  difpo- 
"  fition,  flothfulnefs,  craft,  injuftice,  and  flan- 
"  der." 

"  It  is  impoflible    to    find  a  perfon,"   adds 
Monf.     Oftervald,     "■    furrounded    v.'ith    more 
"  powerful  motives  to  piety,  than  a  man,  whofe 
'*  ordinary  occupation  is  to  meditate  upon  re- 
*'  ligious  things,    to  difcourfe  of  them  among 
"  others,    to    reprove    vice    and    hypocrify,    to 
"  perform    divine    fervice,    to    adminifter   the 
"  holy    facraments,    to    vifit    the   afflidled   and 
"  the  dying  ;   and  who  muft  one  day  render 
*'  to  God   an  account  of  the  fouls  committed 
"  to  his  charge.     I  know  not,   whether  it  be 
"  poflible  to  find   any  ftronger  marks  of  im- 
"  piety   and  hypocrify,  than  thofe  which  may 
"  be  difcovered   in  the  character  of  a  perfon, 
"  who,    in    the    midft   of   all    thefe    favorable 
*'  circumftances,  is,  neverthelefs,   an  unrighte- 
"  ous  man.     Such  a  one  may  be  faid  to  di- 
*'  vert  himfelf  with  the  moft  facred  things  of 
"  religion,  and  to  fpend  the  whole  of  his  life 
"  in  performing   the  part    of  an   impoftor. — 
"  And    this   he  does  to  his   coft ;    fince  there 
"  is  no  profeflion  in  the  world,  that  will  more 
Z  3  effedually 
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"  efFetflually  fecure  a  fentence  of  condemna- 
"  tion,  than  that  of  the  priefthood,  when  ex- 
"  ercifed  in  fo  unfaithful  a  manner." 

But  it  is  chiefly  in  the  holy  fcriptures,  where 
thefe  unworthy  paftors  are  pourtrayed  in  fo 
ftrong  a  point  of  view,  that  every  attentive 
obferver  may  readily  difcern  thei^  diftinguiih- 
ing  features.  Son   of  man,  faith   the 

Lord,  Prophefy  againfi  the  fliepherds  of  IfraeU  and 
fay '  unto  them :  Ye  eat  the  fat^  and  ye  clothe  you 
with  the  wool,  ye  kill  them  that '  are  fed ;  hut  ye 
feed  not  the  flock.  The  difeafed  have  ye  not 
ftrengthened,  neither  have  ye  hound  up  that  which 
was  broken,  neither  have  ye  brought  again  that 
which  was  driven  away,  neither  have  ye  fought 
that  which  was  lofl :  but  with  force  and  with 
cruelty  have  ye  ruled  them.  Therefore  thus  faith 
the  Lord  God,  Behold  I  am  againji  the  fJiepherds : 
and  I  will  require  my  flock  at  their  hand  (g).  As 
James  and  Jamhres  withfiood  Mofes,  fo  do  thefe 
alfo  refifi  the  truth:  men  of  corrupt  minds,  repro- 
bate concerning  the  faith  (h).  Woe  unto  them\ 
for  they  have  gone  in  the  way  of  Cain,  and  ran 
greedily  after  the  error  of  Balaam  for  reward, 
and  perilled  in  the  gainfaying  of  Korah.  Clouds 
they  are  without   water,    carried  about  of  winds, 

trees 

(g)  Ezck.  xxxiv.  2 — lo.  (b)  2  Tim,  iii.  8. 
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trees  without  fruit,  twice  dead,  plucked  up  by  the 
roots  •,  raging  waves  of  the  fea,  foaming  out  their 
own  fhame  \  wandering  ftars,  to  whom  is  rcferved 
the  blacknefs  of  darknefs  for  ever  (i). 

St.  John  has  not  only  drawn  the  chara6ter, 
but  has  likevvife  given  us  the  name,  of  a  cer- 
tain tyrannical  teacher,  who  began  to  difturb 
the  peace  of  the  primitive  church.  /  wrote 
unto  the  church,  faith  he  to  Gaius,  concerning 
the  reception  of  ftranger  evangelifts  ;  but  Dio- 
trephes,  who  loveth  to  have  the  preeminence  amojjg 
them,  receive th  us  not.  If  I  come  I  will  re- 
member his  deeds  which  he  doeth,  prating  againjl 
us  with  malicious  words:  and  not  content  there- 
with, neither  doth  he  himfelf  receive  the  brethren, 
and  forbiddeth  them  that  would,  and  cafieth  them 
out  of  the  church  (k).  Behold  a  ftriking  de- 
fcription  of  proud  and  perfecuting  ecclefiaf- 
ticks ! 

But,  perhaps,  the  moft  complete  defcription 
of  thefe  perfons  is  given  by  our  Lord  himfelf, 
where  he  treats  of  worthlefs  paftors,  in  gene- 
ral, under  the  particular  names  of  fcribes  and 
pharifees.  Here  a  divine  and  impartial  hand 
delineates  the  jealoufy,  the  pride,  the  feigned 
Z  4  morality, 

(i)  Jude  11,12.  (k)  John  3d  Epiftle. 
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morality,  the  malice,  and  the  perfecuting  fplrlt, 
which  charafterize  this  clafs  of  men  in  every 
age  of  the  world.  Do  not  ye^  faith  Chrift, 

after  their  works :  for  they  fay  and  do  not.  All 
their  works  they  do  to  be  feen  of  men.  They  love 
the  chief  feats  in  the  fynagogues^  and  greetings  in 
the  markets.  Woe  unto  you^  hypocrites !  for  ye 
fhut  up  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  againft  men :  ye 
neither  go  in  yourfelves^  neither  fuffer  ye  them  that 
are  entering  to  go  in,  Te  negk5l  judgment^  mercy 
and  faith.  Te  outwardly  appear  righteous  unto 
ment  hut  within  ye  are  full  of  hypooify  and 
iniquity.  Becaufe  ye  garnifJi  the  fepulchres  of  the 
righteous,  ye  vainly  imagine  yourfelves  free  from 
a  perfecuting  fpiritj  while,  in  other  matters, 
as  the  children  of  them  which  killed  the  prophets, 
ye  are  laboring  to  fill  up  the  meafure  of  your 
fathers.  Behold  J  fend  unto  you  prophets,  and 
zealous  preachers  of  the  word,  and  forne  of 
them  ye  fliall  kill,  and  fome  of  them  ye  fJiall 
perfscute  from  city  to  city  (I). 

We  need  take  but  a  curfory  view  of  the 
new  teftamcnt  for  fufficient  proof,  that  thefe 
worldly-minded  fcribes  and  thefe  furious  bigots 
above  reprefented,  were  the  very  perfons  who 
purfued   the  firil:  evangelids  with   fuch  deadly 

rancour. 
(1)   Matt,  xxiii.   3-  34.. 
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rancour.  Had  it  not  been  for  Annas  and  Cai- 
aphas,  Herod  and  Pilate  would  filently  have 
permitted  the  preaching  of  Jefus  himfclf. 
Thefe,  who  were  the  chief  men  in  the  ftate, 
after  refufing  to  embrace  the  word  of  God 
on  their  own  part,  would  moft  probably  have 
contented  themfelves,  with  denying  its  truths, 
and  ridiculing  its  followers  :  but  they  would 
never  have  pafTed  a  fentence  of  death  upon 
fo  eminently  holy  a  perfon,  as  the  blefled 
Jefus. 

The  peculiar  oppofers  of  Jefus  and  his  dif- 
ciples,  were  powerfully  influenced  by  jealous 
pride  -,  and  with  the  fame  malignant  difpofition, 
every  falfe  apoille  in  the  chriftian  church  is 
deeply  infeded.  The  prelate,  whofe  pen  we 
have  already  borrov/ed,  gives  the  following  lively 
defcription  of  this  unhappy  temper.  "  This 

"  defpicable  jealoufy  not  only  dilTionors  zeal,  but 
"  fuppofes  it  extinguidied  in  the  heart.  It  is 
"  an  infamous  difpofition,  which  afflids  itfelf 
"  even  for  the  converfion  of  finners,  and  for 
"  the  progrefs  of  the  Gofpel,  when  it  is 
*'  through  the  miniftry  of  others  that  God  is 
**  pleafed  to  work  thefe  miracles.  The  glory 
*'  of  God  feldom  interefts  us  fo  much,  as 
"  when  our  own  glory  appears  to  be  mingled 

"  with 
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"  with  his.  We  endure,  with  fome  kind  of 
"  regret,  that  God  fhould  be  glorified:  and 
"  I  will  dare  to  add,  that  fome  of  us  could 
"  behold  our  brethren  perifhing,  with  pleafure, 
"  rather  than  fee  them  refcued  from  death, 
*'  by  other  labors  and  other  talents  than  our 
"  own.  St.  Paul  rejoiced  to  fee  the  Gofpel 
"  fpread  abroad,  though  it  were  by  the  minif- 
"  try  of  thofe,  who  fought  to  difgrace  him 
"  among  the  faithful ;  and  Mofes  deiired  that 
"  all  his  brethren  might  receive  the  gift  of 
"  prophecy  :  but  we  are  anxious  to  ftand  a- 
"  lone,  and  to  fhare  with  no  perfon  the  glory 
"and  fuccefs  of  the  holy  miniftry.  Every 
"  thing  that  eclipfes  our  own  brightnefs,  or 
"  ihines  too  near  us,  becomes  infupportable, 
*'  and  we  appear  to  regard  the  gifts  of  God 
*'  in  others,  merely  as  a  fhame  and  reproach 
"  to    ourfelves."  Obferve   here  the 

true  fource  of  thofe  fpecious  pretexts,  which 
are  profeHedly  drawn  from  the  order,  the  cuf- 
toms,  and  even  from  the  prejudices  of  the 
world  :  pretexts  under  which  we  dare  to  op- 
pofe  the  zeal  of  our  brethren,  to  withftand 
the  word  of  God  in  its  courfe,  and  to  ren- 
der the  crofs  of  the  minlftry  more  burthen- 
fome  to  thofe,  who  carry  it  further  than  we 
are  difpofed  to  do.     One   diftinguilliing  mark 

of 
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of  thefe  turbulent  evangelifts,  is  that  of  being 
thorns  in  the  fides  of  true  minifters,  whom 
they  never  fail  to  reprefent  as  deceivers  or 
novices,  caufing  the  trueft  piety  to  wear  the 
femblance  of  enthufiafm  and  folly.  T^hey  fpeak 
evil  of  the  things  they  underjland  not  (m) ;  and 
by  the  moft  malicious  difcourfes,  which  have 
always  an  appearance  of  zeal  for  religion  and 
order,  tijey  are  gradually  roufing  anew  that 
fpirit  of  perfecution,  by  which  the  name  of 
Chrift  has  been  fo  univerfally  difgraced  in  the 
world. 

In  the  earlieft  age  of  the  chriftian  church, 
thefe  falfe  apoftles,  fwelling  with  envy  at  the 
fuccefs  of  more  faithful  miiiifters,  made  ufe  of 
every  effort  to  render  them  contemptible,  by 
giving  falfe  reprefentations  of  their  holy  zeal 
and  their  exemplary  actions.  Thus,  they  ac- 
cufed  St.  Paul  of  walking  according  to  the  flejh  j 
and  afTerted,  that  though  his  letters  were  'weighty 
and  po-jjerful,  yet  his  bodily  prefence  was  weak, 
and.  his  Jpeech  contemptible  (n).  Nay,  fo  anxious 
were  they  in  feeking  occafions  of  offence  in 
the  condud  of  this  apoftle,  that  he  believed 
himfelf  obliged,  in  the  end,  publicly  to  expofe 
them  —  T'hefe  are  falfe  apoflles,  fays  he,  deceitful 

workers^ 
(m)  2  Pet.  il.  12,      (n)  2  Cor.  x.  2 — 10. 
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workers^  transforming  ihemjehes  into  the  apojiltj 
of  Chriji,  And  no  marvel^  for  Jatan  himfelf  is 
transformed  into  -an  angel  of  light.  Therejore,  it 
is  no  great  thing.,  if  his  mniflers  alfo  be  tranf- 
formed.,  as  the  minifiers  of  righteoiifnefs  \  whofe 
end  f}} all  he  according  to  their  works  (o).  As 

our  Lord  forefaw  that  thefe  ftrenuous  oppofers 
of  real  religion  would  bring  his  church  to  the 
very  brink  of  ruin,  he  exhorted  his  difciples 
continually  to  ftand  upon  their  guard  againft 
them  (p).  And  the  apoftles,  after  fteadily 
following  their  mafter's  important  advice,  were 
diligent  in  tranfmitting  it  to  th-e  lateft  of  their 
followers  (q). 

.  One  neceffary  remark  fhall  conclude  this 
chapter.  In  the  portrait  of  St.  Paul,  we  have 
feen  that  of  an  evangelical  paflor :  in  the  pre- 
ceding chapter,  we  have  marked  the  charafter 
of  a  carelefs  minijier ;  and  in  this,  we  behold 
the  faithful  reprefentation  of  a  falfe  apofile. 
Let  us  remember,  that  one  of  thefe  three 
portraits  muft  agree,  more  or  lefs,  with  every 
preacher  of  the  Gofpel.  I  fay,  more  or  lefs\ 
becaufe  the  various  traits  here  marked  out  may 
be   varied   to   an   almoft   inconceivable   degree. 

Moreover, 

(o)  2  Cor.  xi.  13—15.  (p)  Matt.  vii.  15. 

(q)  Ads  XX.  28,  30. 
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Moreover,  (o  inconflant  is  man,  that  a  minifter, 
who  to-day  is  poflcfled  of  zeal  fufncient  to 
rank  him  with  preachers  of  the  firft  clafs,  may 
to-morrow,  by  an  unhappy  rcmiflhefs,  fink  into 
the  fecond,  as  once  did  John  whofe  furname 
was  Mark-,  or  even  into  the  third,  as  Hy- 
meneus  and  Philetus,  Diotrephes  and  Demas. 
On  the  contrary,  a  man,  who  now  difcovers 
many  of  thofe  charadleriftic  traits  by  which  Saul 
the  pharifee  was  once  diftinguifhed,  may,  ere 
long,  become  an  humble  imitator  of  the  zeal 
aiid  charity  of  Paul  the  apoflle. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.       III. 

Jfi  anfwer  to  thefirfi  objection  ivhich  may  he  made 
againji  the  Portrait  of  St.  Paul. 

vyBJECTIONS  are  the  ordinary  weapons 
with  which  error  makes  war  upon  truth,  and 
thefe  are  fometimes  (o  powerful,  that,  till  they 
are  efFedually  repelled,  we  fee  truth  deprived 
of  its  rights.  The  firft  that  will  probably  be 
advanced  againfl  the  portrait  of  St.  Paul,  is 
this:  I'he  model  placed  before  us,  is  too  exalted 
for  thofe  who  are  not  endued  with  the  miraculous 
gifts  of  St,  Paul. 

To  this  and  every  other  objedion,  we  fhall 
offer  a  variety  of  replies,  in  as  concife  a  man- 
ner as  poffible.  To  the  prefent  objedion,  a 
fufficient  anfwer  has  been  already  returned  by 
a  truly  rcfpedable  author.  "  This  excufe," 
fays  Monf.  Roques,  "  might  have  fome  weight, 
"  if,  in  propoiing  the  example  of  Chrift  to 
"  perfons  who  are  honored  with  the  holy  mlnif- 
"  try,  we  infifted  upon  their  keeping  pace  with 
"  the  Savior  of  mankind.  But  this  excufe.  is 
"  altogether  frivolous,    when  nothing  more  is 

"  required 
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'*  required  of  mlnifters,  than  continually  to  place 

"  Chrift  as   a  model  before  their  eyes,   and  to 

"  imitate  him   with  all  the  exacflnefs  of  which 

"  they    are    capable."  "  This   excufe,'* 

continues  he,    "  is  ftill  more  unreafonable  when 

"  applied   to  prophets  and  apoftles,  who  were 

"  men   of  like   paffions   with   ourfelves  ;     and 

"  who,   of  confequence,    may  be  placed  before 

"  us  as  models,    whofe  perfedlions  are  attain- 

"  able,   by  means  of  the  very  fame    fuccours 

*'  which  fupported  them,    and  which  are  never 

"  refufed  to  thofe,    who  have  fincere  and  apof- 

"  tolical  intentions  (a)." 

To  the  anfwer  of  this  pious  divine,  we  fhall 
fubjoin  a  few  obfervations. 

1.  In  the  Portrait  of  St.  Paul  there  is  found 
no  large  defcription  of  miraculous  gifts,  but 
a  faithful  reprefentation  of  thofe  chriftian  virtues 
which  are  found  in  every  believer,  according 
to  his  vocation,  and  without  which  it  is  im- 
pofTible  for  us  to  fill  up  our  feverai  duties 
—  fuch  as  humility^  f<^i^lh  charity,  zeal^  and 
ajjiduiiy, 

2.  The  morality  which  was  pracftifed  by  St. 
Paul,    was  no  other  than   the  morality  of  the 

Gofpel, 

(a)   Evangelical  Pallor. 


368  THE    PORTRAIT    OF    ST.    PAUL. 

Gofpel,  which  is  the  fame  in  every  age,  and 
for  every  condition :  whence  it  follows,  that 
the  moral  charatfler  of  this  apoftle,  belongs 
not  only  to  all  true  pajlors,  but  even  to  every 
fincere  believer^  If  St.  Paul  was  truly  hum- 
ble, charitable,  and  pious ;  his  humility,  his 
charity,  and  his  piety,  are  as  effential  to  the 
religion  of  every  chriftian,  as  three  angles  are 
efiential  to  the  nature  of  every  triangle.  It 
is  granted,  that  the  piety  of  this  apoftle  was 
greater  than  that  of  a  thoufand  other  minif- 
ters,  juft  as  one  triangle  may  be  greater  than 
that  of  a  thoufand  others.  But  as  the  angles 
of  the  moft  diminutive  triangle,  are  of  the 
fame  quality  with  thofe  which  compofe  a  tri- 
angle of  uncommon  magnitude,  fo  the  moral 
charader  of  St.  Paul  is,  with  regard  to  effen- 
tials,  the  moral  characT:er  of  every  true  chriftian. 

3.  This  apoftle  informs  us,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  hcep  his  body  in  fiibjeBion^  lejl,  after 
having  preached  to  others^  he  himfelf  Jliotdd  be  a 
cafi-a'uoay  (b).  This  fmgle  acknowledgement 
fufficiently  proves,  that  he  was  expofcd  to  all 
thofe  dangers  with  which  chriftians  are  gener- 
ally befet,  and  that  he  faw  no  way  of  efcaping 
them,  but  by  the  ufe  of  thofe  very  precau- 
tions, 
(b)   1    Cor.  ix.  27. 
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tions,  which  the  weakeft  believer  is  inftrudt- 
ed  to  take,  Now,  if  St.  Paul  was  fo  fear- 
ful of  falling  away  ;  if  St.  Peter  was  really 
feen  to  ftumble  and  fall ;  and  if  Judas,  an 
elecfled  apoftle,  irremediably  plunged  himfelf 
into  the  depths  of  perdition  :  it  is  but  reafon- 
able  to  fuppofe  that,  by  a  faithful  improve- 
ment of  our  privileges,  we  may  attain  to  a 
good  degree  of  that  exalted  piety,  from  which 
one  apoftle  fell  for  a  feafon,  and  another  for 
ever. 

4.  In  the  whole  Portrait  of  St.  Paul,  there 
is  not  a  ftronger  trait  than  the  eighteenth, 
which  cefcribes  the  ardor  of  his  love  for  the 
Jews,  who  purfued  him  even  to  death :  a  love^ 
that  made  him  willing  to  be  accurfed  in  dying 
for  them,  as  his  gracious  mafter  had  been  in 
dying  for  the  world.  Now  this  charity  is  (o 
far  from  being  an  attainment  too  exalted  for 
true  minifters,  that  it  is  indifcriminately  re- 
quired of  every  profefling  chriftian.  Hereby^ 
faith  St.  John,  perceive  we  the  love  of  God, 
becaufe  he  laid  down  /its  life  for  us :  and  we 
ought  to  lay  down  our  lives  for  the  brethren  (c). 
And  our  Lord  himfelf  hath  faid.  By  this  f}iali 
all  men  know  that  ye  are  niy  difciplesy  if  ye  have 
Vol.  I.  A  a  love 

(c)  1  John  iii,  iG, 
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love  one  to  another  (d).  It  is  by  a  new  com- 

mandment to  this  efFed,  that  the  morality  of 
the  Gofpel  is  peculiarly  diftinguifhed  from  that 
of  the  law.  And  fhall  we  impioufly  attempt 
to  enervate  evangelical  morality  ?  Let  us  ra- 
ther declare,  upon  all  occafions,  that  He  who 
loveth  not^  knoweth  not  God  (e).  Let  us  cry- 
out  with  the  apoftle  —  If  any  man  love  not  tks 
Lord  Jefus  Chriji,  let  him  be  Anathema  Maran- 
atha :  and  if  a  man  love  not  his  brethren, 
he  loves  not  the  Lord  Jefus  •,  for  he  that  lov- 
eth not  his  brother^  whom  he  hath  feen^  how  can 
he  love  God^  whom  he  hath  not  feen  (f ).? 

On  the  other  hand,  when  we  love  our  bre- 
thren with  a  pure  heart  fervently  (g)  j  when,  dif- 
pofed  to  univerfal  benevolence,  we  can  look 
upon  our  very  enemies  with  fentiments  of  pity 
and  afFedlion  •,  we  are  then  afluredly  poflefled 
of  that  chrifiian  charity^  which  forms  the  moft 
brilliant  trait  in  the  moral  character  of  St. 
Paul. 

5.  St.  Paul  was  for  three  years  the  refident 
paftor  of  a  fmgle  church.  The  city  of  Ephefus 
was  his  parifh :    and   while   he   refided  there, 

he 

(d)  1  John  xiii.  35,  (e)  John  iv.  8. 

(f)  1  Cor.  xvi,  22.     1  John  iv.  20.         (g)  i  Pet.  i.  2z. 
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he  gave  an  example,  which  every  minifter,  by 
the  moft  folemn  engagements,  is  bound  to 
follow-,  whether  he  be  commiflioned  to  labor 
in  a  city  or  a  village.  During  two  other 
years  of  his  life,  this  apoftle  was  confined 
within  narrower  limits  than  any  other  p^ftor 
of  a  parifh.  Shut  up  at  Rome,  in  a  houfe 
that  ferved  him  for  a  prifon,  and  conftantly 
guarded  by  a  foldier,  he  was  unable  to  ex- 
tend the  fphere  of  his  labors.  Yet,  even  in 
thefe  circumftances,  he  continued  in  the  dili- 
gent exercife  of  the  holy  miniftry,  preaching 
the  Kingdom  of  God  to  all  them  that  came  in 
unto  him,  and  teaching  thofe  things  which  concern 
the  Lord  Jefiis  Chrift  (h). 

Surely  nothing  can  appear  more  perfedly 
reafonable,  than  that  every  paftor  Ihould  dif- 
cover  as  much  zeal  in  his  particular  parifli, 
as  St.  Paul  was  accuftomed  to  manifeft  in  the 
Roman  Empire  when  he  was  at  liberty,  and 
in  his  own  apartment  when  loaded  with  chains. 

6.  If  the   ardent   charity  and   the   inceflant 

labors   of  St.    Paul   were  happily  imitated   by 

Timothy,    why  may   they   not   be   copied   by 

every  paftor  in  the  prefent  day  ?  That  youthful 

A  a  2  minifter 

(h)   Afts  xxviii.   30. 
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minifter  was  anxious  to  tread  in  the  fteps  of 
this  apoflle  j  and  they  who  are  otherwife  mind- 
ed, afiuredly  fall  under  thofe  apoftolical  cenfures, 
which  are  thus  indiredly  exprefled  in  his  epif- 
tle  to  the  Philippians  :  /  truft  to  fend  ^imo- 
theus  JJiortly  unto  you  •,  for  I  have  no  tnan  like 
minded,  who  will  naturally  care  for  your  Jlate. 
for  all  feek  their  own,  not  the  things  which  are 
Jefus  Chrifi's.  But  ye  know  the  proof  cf  him, 
that  as  a  fon  with  the  father,  he  hath  ferved 
with  7ne  in  the  Gofpel  (i). 

7.  The  deftru<5lion  of  the  eaftern  churches 
commenced  in  the  falling  away  of  their  paf- 
tors,  who  gradually  abated  in  the  fervors  of 
that  holy  zeal,  with  which  they  had  begun 
to  labor  in  the  vineyard  of  their  Lord.  Of 
fuch  unfaithful  teachers  Chrift  affedlngly  com- 
plained in  the  earlieft  period  of  his  church, 
and  accompanied  his  complaints  with  the  moft 
terrible  menaces — fVrite  unto  the  Angel  of  the 
church  of  E-phefus,  faid  he  to  St.  John,  /  knoiu 
thy  former  works,  and  thy  labor,  and  thy  pa- 
tience, and  how  thou  canfl  not  bear  them  which 
are  evil :  and  ■  thou  hafi  tried  them  which  fay 
they  are  apofiles  and  are  not;  and  hafi  found 
..  them  liars,   &:c.     Neverthelefs,   I  have  fomewhat 

agoinfl 
(i)  Phil.  ii.  19—22. 
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againji  thee,  bccaufe  thou  haji  left  thy  firft  love. 
Remember^  therefore,  from  "jchence  thou  art  fallen  y 
and  repent,  and  do  the  firfl  works :  or  elfe  I  will 
come  u7ito  thee  quickly,  and  will  remove  thy  candle- 
Jlick  cut  of  his  place,  except  thou  repent  (k). 

The  warning  was  unattended  to,  and,  at 
length,  the  threatened  blow  was  ftruck.  Thus 
fell  the  church  of  Ephefus,  and  thus  every 
church  upon  earth  is  fallen,  making  way  for 
that  myfiery  of  iniquity^  and  that  general  apof- 
tacy,  which  have  been  fo  long  foretold.  So 
true  is  it,  that  apoftollcal  charity,  that  charity 
which  was  firft  hghted  up  on  the  day  of 
pentecoft,  Is  ftill  abfolutely  neceflary  to  every 
paftor,  to  every  church,  and,  of  confequence, 
to  every  believer. 

From  the  combined  force  of  thefe  feven 
argumentative  obfervations,  we  have  a  right 
to  conclude,  that  the  virtues  of  St.  Paul  ar© 
far  from  being  Inimitable,  and  that  the  firft 
objedion  againft  his  portrait  is  void  of  folidity. 

(k)  Rev.  ii.  2 — 5. 


A  a  3  CHAP. 
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CHAP.     IV. 

A  fecond  ohjeSiion  argued  againji, 

A  HEY  who  follow  the  example  of  Dio- 
trephes  rather  than  that  of  St.  Paul,  add  to 
the  preceding  another  objedion,  to  difcredit, 
if  poffible,  the  imitators  of  this  great  apoftle. 
Bo  you  pretend^  fay  they,  to  he  the  fuccejfors  of 
St,  Paul  and  the  other  apojiles,  whom  you  pre- 
fumptuoujly  cite  as  your  models  f 

To  fuch  objeflors  the  following  refledions 
may  ferve  as  a  fuificient  reply. 

1.  We  have  heard  St.  Paul,  in  the  charader 
of  a  believer,  propofing  himfelf  as  an  exam- 
ple to  all  believers,  and,  as  a  minifter  of  the 
Gofpel,  exhorting  every  paftor  to  tread  in  his 
fteps  (a). 

2.  John  the  Baptift  preached  repentance : 
The  apoftles  proclaimed  remifTion  of  fms  in 
the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who  was  delivered 
for  our  offences^  and  was  raifed  again  for  our 
juflif  cation  (b) ;    and   every    true   minifter   ftill 

continues 
(n)  I  Cor.  xi.  i.     Phil.  Hi.  17.  (b)  Rom.  iv.  25. 
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continues  to  infift  upon  thefs  important  doc- 
trines. Now,  as  he  who  takes  the  place  of 
a  perfon*  deceafed,  is  accounted  the  fucceflbr  of 
fuch  perfon  ;  fo  thefe  faithful  paftors  fhould 
be  regarded  as  teachers  appointed  to  fucceed 
both  the  forerunner,  and  the  apoftles,  of  Chrift. 
It  inuft  be  allowed,  that  the  apoftles,  as  elders 
m  the  family  of  our  Lord,  were  in  pofleflion 
of  privileges,  which  we  are  not  permitted  to 
enjoy.  But  if  the  Gofpel  is  unchangeable,  and 
if  the  kingdom  of  God  ftill  remains  under  it^ 
ancient  form  of  government,  the  priefthood 
muft,  for  the  moft  part,  of  neceflity,  continue 
the  fame. 

3.  There  was  a  time,  in  which  the  jewiih 
priefts  had  loft  the  Urim  and  Thmmwiy  with 
which  Aaron  and  his  fons  were  at  firft  in- 
vefted.  There  was  a  time,  in  which  God  no 
longer  manifefted  himfelf  to  his  own  appointed 
priefts,  as  he  had  been  accuftomed  to  do.  But 
as,  notwithftanding  the  lofs  of  that  glory  which 
formerly  refted  upon  the  jewifli  church,  every 
pious  prieft,  fuch  as  Zacharias,  was  a  truq 
fucceftbr  of  Aaron  •,  fo,  during  the  eclipfe  of 
that  glory  which  once  illuminated  the  chriftian 
church,  every  pious  minifter  may  juftly  be 
accounted  a  true  fucceflbr  of  St.  Paul. 

A  a  4  4.  The 
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4.  The  word  apojile  fignifies  one  who  is  fent, 
and  anfwers  to  the  term  Angel  or  meffeng^r.  Our 
brethren^  fays  St.  Paul,  who  accompany  Titus, 
are  the  mejfengers,  or  apoftles,  of  the  churches  (c). 
Every  minifter,  therefore,  who  carries  with 
fincerity  the  meffages  of  his  Lord,  may,  with 
propriety,  be  ranked  among  his  Angels  or  mef- 
fengers.  Nor  do  fuch  immediately  lofe  their 
title,  when  they  negled:  to  perform  the  dutieS 
of  their  office.  They  may,  like  Judas,  go 
under  the  name  of  apoftles  even  to  their  death, 
though  utterly  unworthy  of  fo  honorable  an 
appellation.  Thus,  after  the  pallors  of  bphefus 
and  Laodicea  had  outlived  the  tranfient  fervors 
of  their  charity  and  zeal,  they  were  ftill  ad- 
dre/Ted  as  the  Angels  of  their  feveral  churches. 
And  thus,  St.  Paul  gave  the  title  of  apojlk 
to  the  worldly  miniHers  of  his  time  :  in  quality 
of  minifters,  they  ^tr^  apojiles ;  but  in  quality 
of  worldly  minifters,  they  v/&r&falfe  apojlks,     ' 

5.  As  the  name  of  Cefar  is  ordinarily  ap- 
plied to  the  twelve  firft  Roman  Emperors,  fo 
the  name  of  apoftle  is  ordinarily  applied  to  the 
twelve  firft  minifters  of  the  Gofpel,  who  had 
been  permitted  to  converfe  with  their  Lord  even 
after  his  refurreftion,    and  to    St.   Paul,    who 

was 

(c)   2   Cor.  viil.  23. 
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was  favored  with  a  glorious  manifeftation  of 
his  exalred  Saviour.  In  this  confined  fenfe, 
it  is  acknowledged,  that  the  name  of  apcjlle 
belonfrs,  in  an  efpeclal  manner,  to  thofe  who 
were  fent  forth  by  Chrift,  after  having  received 
their  confecration  and  commiiTion  immediately 
from  himfelf.  But  as  the  name  of  Cefar,  m 
a  m.-^re  general  kn(Q^  may  be  given  to  all  the 
Emperors  of  Rome  -,  fo  the  name  of  apojlle 
may  be  applied  to  every  minifter  of  the  ever- 
lafting  Gofpel.  Thus,  Barnabas,  Andronicus, 
and  Junia,  who  were  neither  of  the  number 
of  the  twelve,  nor  yet  of  the  feventy,  were 
denominated  apojlksy  as  well  as  St.  Paul  (d). 

6  It  is  the  invariable  opinion  of  flothful 
chriftians,  that  the  zeal  of  minifters  and  the 
piety  of  believers,  in  the  prefent  day,  muft 
neceflarily  fall  far  below  what  they  were  in  the 
apoftles'  tim.e  :  as  though  the  promifes  of  Chrift 
Were  unhappily  limited  to  the  primitive  church. 
This  error  has  been  frequently  refuted,  in  vain, 
by  a  variety  of  chriftian  writers  ;  fince  nothing 
can  be  more  conformable  to  that  fpirit  of  in- 
credulity which  reigns  among  us,  than  to  re- 
nounce, at  once,  the  moft  important  promifes 
of  the  new  Teftament.     Had  the  fame  promifes 

been 
(d)  Aifls  xiv.  14,     Rom.  xvi.  /. 
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been  made  refpeding  temporal  ho2iors  and  pro- 
fits, we  fhould  fee  a  different  mode  of  conduct: 
adopted  :  for  the  children  of  this  world  are^  in 
their  generation^  wijer  than  the  children  of  light  (e). 

Monf.  Roques  bears  the  following  teftimony 
to  the  truth  contended  for  in  this  place.  "  The 
"  minifters  of  the  Gofpel  efteem  themfelves, 
"  and  with  reafon,  the  fucceffors  of  the  apojlles. 
"  Their  employment  is  effentially  the  fame  •, 
**  though  the  apqftles  were  honored  with  many 
"  glorious  prerogatives,  as  being  the  firft  to 
"  lay  the  foundation  of  the  church." 

"  The  minifter  of  Chrift,"  fays  the  fame 
writer,  "  cannot  be  faid  vainly  to  flatter  him- 
"  felf,  when  he  counts  upon  the  gracious  alTift- 
"  ance  of  his  mafter.  He  takes  the  promife 
"  of  that  mafter  for  the  folid  foundation  of 
"  his  hope.  /  am  with  you  alway^  faid  Chrift 
"  to  his  apoftles,  and,  in  their  perfons,  to 
*'  all  thofe  who  fhould  fucceed  them  in  the 
"  miniftry,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world  (f )." 

"  It  was  this  divine  promife,"  continues  he ; 
"  a  promife  more  ftedfaft  than  earth  or  heaven, 
"  that  filled  the  apoftles  with  fuch  an  ardent 

"  zeal 
(e)  Luke  xvi.  8.        (f)  Matt,  xxviii.  20. 
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"  zeal  as  enabled  them  to  rejoice  evermore-, 
*'  placing  them  above  the  fury  of  tyrants,  and 
*'  beyond  the  reach  of  fearj  aflifting  them  to 
"  endure  exceflive  fatigue  and  toilfome  jour- 
"  neys,  the  inclemency  of  the  feafons,  and  the 
"  refiftance  of  obdurate  hearts."  ImpreiTed 
with  a  juft  fenfe  of  this  important  promife, 
the  venerable  writer  concludes  with  this  fervent 
prayer  :  "  Holy  Jefus  !  who  haft  promifed  to 
*'  continue  for  ever  with  thine  apoftles,  and  to 
"  give  them  that  wifdom  which  no  man  fhall 
"  ever  be  able  to  refift,  give  me  to  experience 
"  a  participation  of  thefe  fignal  favors,  that, 
"  animated  by  the  fame  fpirit  with  which  thy 
"  firft  difciples  were  infpired,  I  may  lead  fome 
"  foul  a  happy  captive  to  the  obedience  of 
"  thy  word."  Thefe  beautiful  quotations 

will  make  their  own  apology  for  appearing  in 
this  place. 

7.  If  any  are  difpofed  to  condemn  Monf. 
Roques,  as  an  enthufiaft  in  this  point,  they 
confider  not  how  many  great  and  honorable 
names  they  difgrace  by  fuch  a  precipitate  judg- 
ment J  fince  all  thofe  pious  fathers,  who  are 
looked  upon  as  the  reformers  of  corrupted  doc- 
trines and  degenerate  manners,  were  unanimoufly 
of  the  fame  opinion. 

From 
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From  the  preceding  reflexions,  it  feems  but 
reafonable  to  conclude,  that  all  the  faithful  mi- 
nifters  of  Chrifl  in  every  nation,  are  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  true  fucceflbrs  of  the  apoftles, 
and  particularly  of  St.  Paul,  who,  by  way  of 
eminence,  is  entitled  the  apoftle  of  the  gen- 
tiles, and  who,  on  that  account,  may,  v/ith 
the  greater  propriety,  be  propofed  to  them  as 
a  model. 


CHAP. 
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C  PI  A  P.       V. 

A  third  ohje^ion  replied  to. 


Ti 


HEY  who  will  allow  neither  believers 
nor  paftors  to  become  imitators  of  St.  Paul, 
very  rarely  forget  to  propofe  a  third  objec-' 
tion  againft  fuch  imitation.  If  you  pretend^ 
fay  they,  to  be  the  afojiles'  fuccejfors^  then  prove 
your  mijfion  by  the  performance  of  miracles  eqiial 
to  theirs. 

To  this  objedion  we  reply 

I.  That  no  mention  is  made  of  the  mira- 
cles of  Andronicus,  Junia,  and  Barnabas,  who 
were  real  apoftles  :  nor  are  any  miracles  at- 
tributed to  Titus  or  Timothy,  though  they 
were  the  undoubted  fuccefjors  of  the  apoftles. 
Further;  it  is  exprefsly  faid,  that  John  the 
Baptifty  though  he  was  greater  than  the  pro- 
phets, did  no  miracle  (a).  On  the  other  hand, 
fome  miraculous  gifts  were  common  in  the 
church  of  Corinth,  even  among  thofc  who 
were  neither  apoftles  nor  evangelifts  :  and  thefe 

gifts 

(a)  John  X.  41. 
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gifts  were  fo  far  from  being  eflential  to  apof- 
tolic  zeal,  that  many  unworthy  brethren  and 
many  falfe  apoftles^  as  well  as  the  traitor  Ju- 
das, were  endued  with  them.  This  we  are 
taught,  in  the  moft  exprefs  terms,  by  our 
Lord  himfelf  (b). 

2.  If  any  of  thofe  paftors,  who  make  a 
profeffion  of  following  St.  Paul,  are  obferved 
to  publifh  another  Gofpel,  or  to  depart  from 
the  order  eftablifhed  by  the  apoftles,  the  world 
has  then  reafon  to  require  miracles  at  their 
hand,  as  a  demonftration  that  their  dodlrines 
are  divine,  and  that  their  recent  cuftoms  are 
preferable  to  thofe,  which  were  formerly  adopted 
in  the  church  of  Chrift.  But,  if  they  fimply 
proclaim  that  glorious  Gofpel,  which  has  been 
already  confirmed  by  a  thoufand  miracles,  and 
are  obferved  to  adopt  no  other  method  than 
that  of  the  apoftles  -,  it  is  abfurd,  in  the 
higheft  degree,  to  infift  upon  miracles  as  the 
only  fufficient  evidences  of  their  miffion. 
From  worldly  paftors,  fuch  atteftatlons  of  their 
facred  commifTion  might,  with  propriety,  be 
required.  Thefe  are  the  perfons,  v/ho  turn 
afide  from  the  beaten  track  of  Chrift  and  his 
difciples,    both    with   refpefl   to   doftrine   and 

difcipline ; 
(b)  Matt,  vii.  22. 
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tiifciplliie  •,  and  thefe  (hould  be  required,  by 
the  church,  to  give  inconteftable  proofs,  that 
their  novel  cuftoms  are  better  than  thofe  of 
St.  Paul  and  the  ancient  evangelifts. 

3.  No  fufficient  reafon  can  be  given,  why 
the  humble  imitators  of  St.  Paul  fhould  be 
required  to  evidence  their  fpiritual  mifTion  by 
extraordinary  adions.  On  the  one  hand,  they 
do  but  fimply  declare  thofe  religious  truths 
of  which  they  have  had  the  moft  convincing 
experience :  and,  on  the  other,  they  earneftly 
folicit  the  wicked  to  become  partakers  of  the 
fame  invaluable  bledings  with  themfelves.  Now 
the  certainty  of  fuch  declaration,  and  the  fin- 
cerity  of  fuch  invitation,  may  be  folidly  eftab- 
lifhed  upon  two  kinds  of  proof:  the  firft, 
upon  thofe  proofs  which  fupport  the  Gofpel  in 
general :  and  the  fecond,  upon  the  holy  con- 
du5l  of  thofe  who  bear  this  teftimony  and  re- 
peat thefe  invitations,  by  which  they  demon- 
ftrate  the  efficacy  of  their  dodlrines,  and  in- 
difputably  prove,  that  true  chriftians  are  dead 
indeed  unto  fin^  hut  alive  unto  God  (c).  That 
paftor,  who  is  unable  to  produce  the  former 
proofs,  cannot  poflibly  be  regarded  as  a  true 
fucceffor  of  the   great  apoftle :    and  he,   whofe 

uniform 
(c)  Rom.  vi.  II. 
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uniform  conduct  is    infufHcient   to   fupply   the 
latter,  is  no  other  than  ?ifalfe  apojile. 

4.  External  miracles,  which  efFedl  no  change 
in  the  heart,  nor  refcue  the  foul  from  a  ftate 
of  fpiritual  blindnefs  and  death ;  miracles, 
which  ferve-  only  to  repair  the  organs  of  a 
body,  that  muft  fhortly  be  configned  to  the 
grave  J  miracles,  which  tend  merely  to  modify 
matter,  fuch  as  caufing  green  trees  to  wither, 
withered  trees  to  fprihg,  and  water  to  guih 
out  of  the  flinty  rock  :  miracles  of  this  na- 
ture are  far  lefs  important  than  thcfe,  which 
caufe  the  thorns  of  vice  to  wither,  the  feeds 
of  grace  to  fpring,  and  ftreams  of  facred  con- 
folation  to  flow  through  thofe  very  hearts, 
which  were  formerly  barren  as  a  defert,  and 
hard  as  the  rock  that  Mofes  fmote. 

5.  "  If  you  wifli  for  miracles,"  fays  a  chrif- 
tian  writer;  "  if  you  are  anxious  to  experience 
"  them  in  yourfelves  •,  if,  in  the  fecret  of 
"  your  heart,  you  would  become  witnefTes  of  his 
*'  almighty  power,  by  whom  that  heart  was 
"  formed,  then  aflc  of  hifn  that  fublime  vir- 
"  tue  [that  charity]  from  which  all  your  in- 
"  clinations  and  habits  detain  you  at  fo  vaft 
"  a  diftance,    that  you  are  in  no   fltuation  to 

"  form 
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"  foi-m  any  juft  idea  of  it,   nor  even  to  con- 
"  ceive  the  pofTibility  of  its  exiftence  (d).'* 

6.  That  divine  chariiy,  and  thofe  facred  con- 
folations,  which  were  as  a  well  of  water  fpringing 
up  into  rjcrlajling  life  m  the  hearts  of  Chrift's 
firft  difciples,  may  be  made  to  abound  even  in 
ours ;  fmce  the  fource  of  thefe  ineftimable  blef- 
fings  can  never  be  exhaufted  (e).  And  the 
faithful,  who  experience  in  themfelves  this  gra- 
cious miracle,  ftand  in  need  of  no  other  prodigy 
to  eftablifh  them  in  the  faith  of  the  Gofpel. 

7.  The  mofl  important  miracles  were  thofe 
which  were  wrought  by  the  apoftles,  when, 
as  fellow-workers  together  with  God,  they 
opened  the  eyes  of  fmners,  turning  them  from 
darknefs  to  lights  and  from  the  pozver  of  Satan 
unto  God  (f).  True  miracles  of  mercy  thefe, 
and  memorable  converfions,  which  the  word 
of  God,  in  the  mouths  of  his  minifters,  is 
continually  operating  in  every  age. 

8.  The  charity^  which  is  difcovered  by  a 
faithful  paftor,  who  humbly  co-operates  with 
Vol.  I.  B  b  God 

(d)  ProfefTor  Croufaz'  ferm.  upon  i  Cor.  xiii.  13. 

(e)  Heb.  xiii.  8.  (f)  Afts  xxvl.  i8. 
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God  in  the  converfion  of  his  inveterate  ene- 
mies, fhould  be  regarded  by  the  world,  as  the 
truePc  tefl  of  his  apojlkjhip.  Whether  there  he 
prophecies^  they  fhallfail  \  Whether  there  be  tongues , 
they  JJjall  ceafe  \  ht  cuarity  ^ever  frJIeth.  And 
though  I  have  all  faith,  fo  that  I  could  remove 
jnouvtains,  and  perforrti  the  moft  unheard-of 
prodigies,  7/  /  have  not  charity,  /  am  no- 
thing (g). 

The  preceding  replies  are  abundantly  fufficient 
to  demonrtrate  the  Weaknefs  of  their  third  ob- 
je^ioHy  who  are  the  profefled  enemies  of  the 
Jipoftolic  zeal. 

(g)   I   Cor.  xiii. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      VI. 

A  fourth  obje5lion  refuted. 

J.  H  E  objedion  here  propofed,  has  been 
abundantly  more  prejudicial  to  the  caufe  of 
piety,  than  any  of  the  preceding.  Tou  fup- 
fofe^  fay  formal  profeflbrs,  that  every  pafior  is 
called  to  labor  for  the  falvation  of  fouls  in  the 
prefent  day,  with  all  that  zeal  which  animated  St, 
Paul  in  primitive  times.  But  their  circtmfiances 
differ  in  a  very  material  way.  The  apoflks  were 
commiffioned  to  preach  the  Gofpel,  either  to  obfli- 
nate  Jews,  or  idolatrous  Heathens:  whereas  our 
fajlors  are  called  to  exercife  their  minijlry  among 
fuch  as  have  received  the  truth  from  their  eavliefi 
infancy.  Is  it  not  then  coyitrary  to  common  fenfe, 
that  the  fame  laborious  efforts  fhould  be  thought 
neceffary  for  the  inflru^ion  (?/ christians,  which 
St,  Paul  was  formerly  conflrained  to  make  ufe  of 
for  the  ccnverfton  of  idolaters? 

As  this  fpecious  objedion  has  been  more  fre- 
quently repeated,  than  properly  refuted,  it  be- 
comes neceffary,  in  this  place,  to  expofe  all  its 
weaknefs,  and  to  demonftrate,  that  the  difference 
between  finners  who  are  baptized,  and  thofe 
B  b  2  with 
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with   whom    St.    Paul    had   to   do,    is    by   no 
means  in  favor  of  indolent  paftors. 

I.  There  are  found  fwarms  of  infidels  and 
idolaters  in  every  chriftian  country  upon  earth. 
We  need  not  look  beyond  proteftant  churches 
to  difcover  multitudes  of  impious  chrifliians, 
who  not  only  defpife  the  Gofpsl  in  fecret,  but 
who  even  dare  to  make  it  the  fubjed  of  pub- 
lic ridicule  -,  men,  who  have  Jet  up  their  idols 
in  their  hearts  (a),  and  who  perfedly  anfwer  to 
the  apoftle's  defcription  of  degenerate  pro- 
feflbrs  (b). 

2i  St.  Paul  himfelf  fufficiently  anfwers  this 
■very  objedion,  as  follows:  In  Chriji  JefuSy 
neither  circumcifion  availeth  any  thing,  nor  un- 
circnmcifion^  but  a  new  creature :  and  as  many  as 
walk  according  to  this  rule,  peace  be  on  them  (c). 
If  there  are  any  who  make  a  profeflion  of 
receiving  the  chriftian  faith,  and  who  follow 
not  this  evangelical  rule,  the  apoftle  thus  ad- 
drefles  them,  with  an  holy  warmth :  Examine 
yourfelves  whether  ye  be  in  the  faith  ;  prove  your 
own/elves  -,  know  ye  not  your  ownfehes  how  that 
Jefus^  Chriji  is  in.  you,  except  ye  be  reprobates  (d)  ? 

Be 
(a)  Ezek.  xiv.  2.  (b)  2  Tim.  iii.  2—5, 

(c)  Gal.  vi.  15,  16.  (d)  2  Cor.  xiii.  5. 
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Be  not  deceived:  r.either  covetous  pcrfons^  nor 
drunkards^  nor  reviiers,  nor  extortioners  /hall  in^ 
her  it  the  Kingdom  of  God  (e). 

3.  Obferve  how  the  fame  obje<5lion  is  com- 
bated  again   in  another  of  St.  Paul's  epiftles. 
Behold,  thou  art  called  a  Christian^  and  makejl 
thy  bonji  of  God,  and  knoivejl  his  VjHI,  being  in- 
firii^ed  out  of  the  twofold  law  of  Mofes  and  of 
Chrirt.     l^hou  that  makefi  thy  hoaji  of  this  lazv ; 
if  thou,  through  breaking  the  law,  difhonorejl  God, 
the   name   of  God  is  then  blafphemed  among  the 
gentiles   through  you.      Therefore,  thou   art   inex- 
cufable,   0  man,    whufoever  thou  art,   that  judgeji 
the   heathen,    as    finners    more    hopelefs   than 
thyfelf :  for  wherein   thou  judgeji  another,    thou 
condcmnefi  thyfelf-,  for  thou  that  judgejl  doejl  the 
fame  things.      And  thinkejl   thou,    O   man,   that 
thy  privileges  unimproved,    will  afTift  thee   to 
efcape  the  judgment  of  God  P    Or  defpifefi  thou 
the  riches  of  his  goodnefs ;  7iot  knowing,   that  the 
goodnefs  of  God  leadeth  thee  to  repentance  ?  Beware 
left,   after  the  hardnefs  of  thine  impenitent  heart, 
thou  treafureft  up  unto  thyfelf  wrath  againfi  the 
day  of  wrath  (f). 

4.  If    every    fcrlptural     threatening    is    de- 
nounced againft  thofe,  who  are  without  that  holi- 
B  b  3  oiefs 

(e)  1  Cor.  vi.  9,  10.  (f)  Rom.  ii.  i — 24. 
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iiefs  which  the  Gofpel  requires,  it  v/ouid  ill  be- 
come us  to  flatter  either  ourfelves  or  others 
with  being  the  true  followers  of  Chrift,  merely 
on  account  of  that  external  profeiTion  of  chrif- 
tianity,  which  is  generally  apparent  among  us. 
Is  it  not  undeniably  evident,  that  fuch  a  pro- 
feflfion,  unlefs  it  be  accompanied  with  ftrid 
holinefs,  will  fubjed  us  to  more  and  heavier 
ftripes,  than  if  we  had  never  known  the  will 
of  our  heavenly  Father,  nor  ever  acknowledged 
Chrift  as  our  rightful  Lord  (g)  ?  Did  not  our 
gracious  mafter  himfelf  once  openly  manlfeft 
a  greater  degree  of  abhorrence  toward  the 
lukewarm  chrijlia?i,  than  toward  the  notorious 
/inner  (h)  ?  And  has  he  not  plainly  declared, 
that  myriads  of  righteous  heathens  fhall  be 
permitted  to  fit  down  in  the  Kingdom  of 
God,  while  multitudes  of  his  profeffing  peo- 
ple lliall  be  caft  into  outer  darknefs  (i)  ? 

5.  After  infants'  have  been  baptized,  and 
after  young  perfons  have  been  admitted  to 
the  holy  communion,  the  true  paftor,  inftead  of 
taking  it  for  granted  that  they  are  become 
unteigned  chriilians  by  partaking  of  thefe  ordi- 
nances, examines  them  with  diligence  from  time 

to 
(g)  Luke  .\ii.  47,  48.  (I1)  Rev.  iii.  16. 

(i)  Luke  xiii.  28,  29. 
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to  time,  and,  from  an  attentive  obfervation  of 
their  conduft,  forms  a  judgment  of  their  faith. 
If,  after  the  ftridleft  fcrutiny,  he  difcovers 
fome  among  them  who  hold  the  form,  without 
experiencing  the  power,  of  godHnefs,  he  re- 
news his  work  with  increafing  ardor.  The 
moll  painful  part  of  his  duty  is  dill  before 
Jiim,  when  he  attempts  to  convert  thofe  fin- 
ners  who  are  baptized,  and  thofe  Infidels  who 
are  communicants:  fince,  before  he  can  lead 
them  to  that  faith  which  "joorketh  by  love,  as 
St.  Paul  was  accuftomed  to  lead  unprejudiced 
heathens,  he  muft  firft  unmafk  them  with  a 
holy  feverity,  as  the  blefled  Jefus  was  accuf- 
tomed to  unmaflc  the  pharifees  of  his  day. 

6.  If  unregenerate  chriftians  are  heathens 
by  their  worldly  difpofition  •,  If  they  are  phari- 
fees by  their  prefumption,  and  confirmed  in  their 
pharifaifm  by  the  fallacious  opinions  they  in- 
dulge of  their  prerogatives  under  the  Gofpel : 
— it  follows,  that  every  modern  paftor  is  call- 
ed to  a  performance  of  the  twofold  duty  a- 
bove  defcribed.  And  if  this  be  the  cafe, 
how  unreafonable  is  it  to  imagine,  that  the 
minlfters  of  our  own  time  have  a  much  lefs 
difficult  tafk  before  them  than  thofe,  who  were 
formerly  commiffioned  to  publifli  the  Gofpel ! 
B  b  4  7.  All 
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7.  All  paftors  have  an  important  tafk  af- 
ligned  them,  and,  till  this  is  performed,  they 
are  required  to  labor  without  fainting.  Cb- 
ferve  in  what  this  tafk  confifts : — He  that  de- 
fctnded  from  Heaven,  faith  St.  Paul,  gave  fome 
{ipojtles'i  and  Jome  pajlors  and  teachers -,  for 
the  perfe^ing  of  the  faints,  for  the  work  of  the 
minijlry^  for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Chrift : 
'Till  we  all  come,  both  paftors  and  flocks, 
unto  the  meafure  of  the  ftatiire  of  the  ftdnefs  of 
Chrijl  (k).  When  every  chriflian   has 

attained  to  this  exalted  flate,  the  minifters  of 
the  Gofpel  may  then  affert  their  work  to  be 
complete,  and  need  imitate  no  longer  the  dili- 
gence of  St.   Paul.       But,   while  we  are  fur- 
rounded  with  baptized  fwearers,  fah bath- break- 
ers, fxanderers,  gameflers,  drunkards,  glutf-ons, 
debauchees,  blafphemers,  and  hypocrites,  who 
are    ufmg    every   effort    to    render    chriftianity 
defpicable  before  infidels,  and  execrable  in  the 
eyes  of  philofophers  :    at  fuch  a  time,  it  can-' 
not  be  reafonably   imagined,    that   any  indivi- 
dual laborer  is   permitted  to  fland  idle  in  the 
fpiritual  vineyard.     And  yet,  in  this  very  time 
of  univcrfal   degeneracy,    there    are  not  want- 
ing many  among  us,    who  inconiiderately  cry 
out ;    ''  St.   Paul,   without  doubt,   had    reafon 
^*  to  labor  with  unremitting    afliduity  for  the 

"  conversion 
(k)  Eph   iv.  1 1 — 13. 
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"  converfion   of  idolatrous  heathens ;    but  we 

"  are  converted  already,   and  fee   no  ncceffity 

"  for   that  burning  zeal,  and  thofe   ftrenuous 

"  efforts,  among  our  modern  teachers,  which 

"  were  formerly  commendable  in  that  apoftle.'* 

8.  If  it  be  objeded,  that  chriftians  are  hers 
reprefented  in  a  more  deplorable  point  of  view, 
than  candor  or  obfervation  can  warrant ;  we 
make  our  appeal  to  thofe  proclamations,  which 
have  been  made  with  a  view  to  reprefs  the 
fingle  fin  of  profaning  the  name  of  God, 
by  impious  oaths  and  horrible  imprecations. 
Thefe  muft  undoubtedly  be  confidered  as  pub- 
lic teftimonies  of  public  guilt.  In  fuch  pro- 
clamations every  chriftian  government,  whether 
catholic  or  proteftant,  equally  complain,  that 
all  the  civil  laws,  by  which  they  have  endea- 
voured to  enforce  the  law  of  God,  have  prov- 
ed infufficlent  to  prevent  the  overflowings  of 
a  crime,  as  ir/ipid  as  it  is  difgracefuL  In  vain 
have  new  penalties  and  punilTiinents  been  de- 
creed •,  in  vain  are  they  conftantly  held  forth 
from  the  pulpits  of  preachers  and  the  thrones 
of  kings  ;  this  defpicable  vice  ftill  reigfis  un- 
difturbed  among  us,  infulting  over  the  broken 
laws  of  earth  and  Heaven.  Now,  if 

it  has  hitherto  been  found  impoflible  to  pre- 
vent the  commiliion  of  a  fm,  which  has  neither 

pleafure 
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pleafure  nor  profit  to  plead  in  its  favor,  what 
can  we  exped  of  all  thofe  tlioufand  vices, 
which  allure  with  promifes  of  both  ?  Are  not 
diffiinul'uion  and  perjury,  injuftice  and  cove- 
toufnefs,  lafcivioufnefs  and  luxury,  apparent 
among  the  members  of  every  church  ?  Do 
not  rapine,  revenge,  and  murder,  defile  every 
part  of  Chriflendom,  in  fpite  of  prifons,  ba- 
nifhment,  and  death  ?  It  is  a  truth  too  no- 
torious to  be  controverted,  that  every  crime, 
with  which  human  nature  has  ever  been  pol- 
luted, is  flill  continually  pradifed  in  the  jjiofl 
enlightened  parts  of  the  world. 

We  might  here  mention,  if  it  were  necef- 
fary,  the  contempt  in  which  marriage  is  held, 
the  inflability  of  that  holy  eftate,  and  the  fa- 
cility with  which  fo  facred  a  bond  is  broken. 
We  might  go  on  to  bewail  the  frequent  com- 
miffion  of  fuicide  in  chriftian  communities  — 
But  to  fpeak  of  thefe,  with  many  other  fins, 
which  are  increalino;  around  us  to  an  alarmincr 
degree,  would  be  only  to  echo  back  thofe  fad 
complaints,  which  are  every  day  breathed  from 
the  lips  of  the  righteous.  The  above  remarks 
may  poffibly  appear  uncharitable  to  fome :  but, 
if  they  are  without  foundation,  how  many  tin- 
tneming  exprejftons  do  we  find  in  our  liturgy  ! 

what 
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what  hypocrify  In  our  public  confeflions  !    what 
fcdfe  humility  in  our  prayers  ! 

From  all  thcfe  obfervations,  it  is  evident, 
that  the  moft  heathenifh  manners  are  com- 
mon among  chriftians  fo  called,  and  that  the 
moft  fcandalous  vices  are  prevalent,  even  in 
thofe  countries,  where  reformed  chriftianity  has 
ereffled  its  ftandard.  Let  the  impartial  en- 
quirer then  declare,  whether  it  be  not  pecu- 
liarly necefTary  to  preach  repentance  among 
thofe,  v\ho{e  rebellion  againft  God  is  accom- 
panied with  perfidioufnefs  and  hypocrify  ? 


C  IJ  A  P. 
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CHAP.     VII. 

^he  fanie  JuhjcEl  continued. 

I*  We  RE  it  even  certain,  that  profeiTuig 
cliriftians,  in  general,  walk  according  to  their 
holy  vocation  •,  would  it  be  commendable  in 
paftors  to  fhew  lefs  concern  for  the  falvatlon 
of  Chrift's  apparent  difciples,  than  was  anciently 
difcovered  by  St.  Paul  for  the  converfion  of 
perfecuting  heathens  ?  Chriftians  are  our  bre- 
thren. The  church,  our  common  mother,  has 
nourlfhed  us  with  the  fame  fpiritual  milk,  and 
calls  us  to  a  participation  of  the  fame  heavenly 
inheritance.  Chriftians  are  no  more  Jlrangers-, 
and  even  thofe  who  are  bad  citizens,  and  un- 
faithful domeftlcs,  are,  neverthelefs,  in  fome 
fenfe,  citizens  of  the  fame  city  with  ourfelves, 
and  of  the  hoiifehold  of  God  (a).  Hence,  as  we 
compofe  but  one  houfehold,  fo  whenever  we 
are  difpofed  to  negled  any  part  of  this  family, 
we  may  apply  to  ourfelves  the  following  words 
of  the  apoftle  :  If  any  provide  not  for  his  ozvn, 
and  efpecially  for  thofe  of  his  own  houfe^  he  has 
denied  the  faith,  and  isworfe  than  nn  infidel  {h). 

Let 
(a)  Eph.  ii.  19.         (b)  i  Tim.  v.  8. 
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Let  miniftcrs,  then,  be  placed  In  the  happleft 
imaghuble  clrcumflances,  and  it  will  ftill  be- 
come them  to  cry  out,  with  the  pious  benevo- 
lence of  St.  Paul  j°  As  "Joe  have  opportunity^  let 
us  do  good  unto  all  men,  especially  unto  them 
ivho  are  of  the  houfehold  of  faith  (c). 

2.  We  may  here  purfue  the  idea  which  Chrift 
himfelf  has  given  us,  by  comparing  his  church 
to  a  vineyard.  If  it  be  neceflary  to  graft  thofe 
ftocks,  which  are  naturally  wildj  is  it  lefs  ne- 
ceHary  to  cultivate  thofe,  which  have  been  al- 
ready grafted  ?  We  fee  the  hufbandman  be- 
ftowing  moft  culture  upon  thofe  vines,  which 
produce  the  moft  excellent  fruit.  Let  minifters 
attend  to  this  general  rule :  and  fince  they 
only  can  be  fruitful  in  the  facred  vineyard, 
who  receive  the  word  of  God  in  faith,  let 
them  ftudy  to  train  up  believers  to  the  higheft 
ftate  of  maturity.  Thus,  the  heavenly  huf- 
bandman is  reprefented  as  purging  every  fruitful 
branch,  that  it  may  bring  forth  more  fruit  (d). 

3.  The  word  of  God  mufc  be  offered  to 
fumers  as  a  remedy  fuited  to  the  difeafe  of  their 
fouls  :  but  to  the  faithful  it  muft  be  adminif- 
tered  as  murifJiing  food.     Hence,    as  the  order 

of 
(c)  Gal.  vi.  10.         (d)  John  xv.  2. 
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of  grace  refembles  that  of  nature,  it  is  ne- 
cefTary,  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe,  to  minifter  nutri- 
ment to  the  healthy  in  niucji  greater  quantities, 
than  medicine  to  thofe  who  are  difeafed.  Thus, 
believers,  who  conftantly  hunger  and  thirft  after 
greater  degrees  of  grace,  fhould  more  frequently 
receive  the  living  word,  that  they  may  abound 
yet  more  and  more  in  knowledge,  till  they  are 
filled  with  the  fruits  of  right eoufncfs  (e). 

4.  We  find  the  following  expreffions  in  the 
epiftle  of  St.  Paul  to  the  Romans — /  am  per- 
fuaded  of  you,  my  brethren,  that  ye  are  full  of 
goodnefs,  filled  with  all  knowledge,  able  to  admonifJi 
one  another.  Neverthelefs,  I  have  written  the 
more  boldly  unto  you,  as  putting  you  in  mind.  And 
/  long  to  fee  you,  that  I  may  impart  unto  you  fome 
fpiritual  gift,  to  the  end  ye  may  he  eftablifhed{f). 
Now,  if  St.  Paul  could  exprefs  fo  earned  a 
deiire  to  inftruft  thofe  chriftians,  who  we're  per- 
fed:  (Irangers  to  him,  and  who  were  already 
fo  divinely  enlightened  -,  far  from  being  imi- 
tators of  this  great  apoftle,  do  we  not  forfeit 
all  pretenfions  to  charity,  while  we  fuffer  thofe 
ignorant  chriftians  to  perifh  for  lack  of  know* 
ledge  (g),  who  are  not  only  of  our  neighbour- 
hood, but  probably  of  our  very  pariih  ? 

5.  Though 

(e)  Phil.  i.  9-— II.  (f)  Rom.  XV.  14,  15.     i.  11. 

(g)  Hofcii  iv.  6. 
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5.  Though  St.  Paul  was  nfiifted  with  miracu- 
lous endowments,  yet  how  anxioufly  did  he 
endeavour  to  fill  up  the  twofold  duties  of  a 
believer  in  Chrift,  and  a  minifter  of  his  Gofpel. 
And  fliall  we  refufe  to  labor  with  equal  earneft- 
nefs,  whofe  gifts  are  fo  mean,  and  whofe  graces 
are  fo  hiconfiderable  ?  Appointed,  like  the  pri- 
mitive preachers  of  chriftianity,  to  be  f/fiers 
of  meji,  is  it  not  perfedlly  reafonable,  that  we 
fhould  manifcft  as  great  adlivity  with  our  feeble 
lines,  as  St.  Paul  was  accuftomed  to  difcover 
in  the  ufe  of  his  capacious  net  ?  If  that  apoftle, 
filled  with  holy  zeal,  was  enabled  to  convert 
more  finners  by  a  fingle  dlfcourfe,  than  many 
paftors  are  known  to  convert  in  a  thoufand 
fermons,  fhould  we  not,  by  our  uncommon 
affidulty,  fupply,  as  much  as  poffible,  the  want 
of  that  incomprehenfible  energy,  which  accom- 
panied his  rtiinifterial  labors  ^ 

6.  Minifters  are  compared  to  laborers,  who 
go  forth  to  cultivate  the  lands  of  their  maf- 
ter.  Now  St.  Paul,  as  the  foremoft  of  thefe 
laborers,  wrought  night  and  day  with  an 
extraordinary  inftrument,  which  marked  out 
furrows  of  uncommon  depth,  and  ploughed 
up  entire  provinces  on  a  fudden.  He  made 
the  fulleft  proof  of  his  miniftry,   and,   by  the 

moft 
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moft  aftonifliing  efforts,  Tpread  the  feed  of  the 
Go{ps\  from  Jerufalem  round  about  to  Illyricum  (h). 
How  vaft  a  difference  between  the  former  and 
latter  paflors  of  the  chriftian  church  !  Many 
of  us  are  content  to  fland  altogether  idle,  till 
the  night  cometh  in  'which  no  man  can  work  (i)  : 
while  others,  who  are  difpofed  to  fome  little 
occupation,  employ  themfelves  as  worbnen^  who 
have  ?iEed  to  be  utterly  cijliamed  of  their  in- 
fignificant  labors  (k).  At  beft,  we  hold  but 
a  tardy  inftrument  j  an  inftrument  which,  with 
immenfe  toil,  will  but  barely  graze  the  earth 
we  are  called  to  cultivate.  And  ihall  we,  thus 
unhappily  circumftanced,  permit  our  plough- 
ihares  to  gather  ruft  during  fix  fucceffive  days, 
and  then  leifurely  employ  them  but  for  an 
hour  upon  the  feventh  ?  Surely  fuch  a  mode 
of  condudl:  is  as  contrary  to  common  fenfe, 
as  to  the  example  St.  Paul  has  left  us. 

7.  So  aftonifhing  is  the  inconftancy,  tlie 
weaknefs,  and  the  depravity  of  the  human 
heart,  that  in  fpite  of  all  the  perfevering  in- 
duftry  of  this  apoftle  in  the  vineyard  of  his 
Lord,  it  ftill  brought  forth  briars  and  thorns, 
to  the  anguifh  of  his  foul.  Behold,  faith  he 
to  the  Corinthians,   the  third  time   I  am  ready 

to 
(h)  Rom.  XV.  ig.      (i)  John  ix.  4.      (k)  2  Tim.  ii.  15. 
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to  come  unto  you,  for  your  edifying.  For  I  fear, 
lejl  when  I  come^  I  fliall  not  find  you  fuch  as 
I  zvould,  and  that  I  fhall  he  found  unto  you  fuch 
as  ye  would  not :  left  there  he  debates y  envyings, 
wraths,  ftrifes,  back-bitings,  whifperings,  fvoellirigs, 
tumults :  and  left  when  I  come,  my  God  will  hum- 
ble me  among  you,  and  that  J  fhall  bewail  many 
which  have  finned  already,  and  have  not  repented  (\), 

We  fhall  clofe  this  chapter  by  propofing 
the  following  queries,  which  may  be  reafonably 
grounded  upon  the  preceding  paflage.  If  the 
natural  and  fupernatural  talents  of  St.  Paul ; 
if  liis  zeal,  his  diligence,  and  his  apoftolic  au- 
thority, were  infufficient  to  engage  his  flock 
to  condu6l  themfelves  as  followers  of  Chrift ; 
if  their  want  of  piety  drew  from  him  tears 
of  lamentation,  asd  obliged  him  to  renevV  his 
painful  efforts  with  redoubled  folicitude-,  can 
thofe  paftors  be  faid  to  pofTefs  the  fpirit  of 
the  Gofpel,  who  behold,  with  indifference,  the 
diforders  of  that  falling  church,  which  Chrift 
has  purchafed  with  his  own  blood  ?  And  if 
the  extraordinary  labors  of  St.  Paul  were  not 
fufficient  fully  to  anfwer  the  defign  of  the  fa- 
cred  miniflry,  is  it  not  prcfumption  indeed  to 
imagine,  that  our  trivial  fervices  are  fufBciently 
complete  ? 

Vol  I.  C  c  CHAP. 

(I)  Rom,  xii.   14  —  21. 
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CHAP.     VIII. 

A  further  reply  to  the  fame  ohje^ion, 

W  HEN  we  attack  a  prejudice  that  is  ob- 
ilinately  defended,  it  is  frequently  as  needful 
to  multiply  arguments,  as  it  is  neceflary  in  a 
fiege  to  multiply  affaults.  Purfuing  this  me- 
thod, we  fhall  endeavour,  upon  new  grounds, 
to  eftablifh  the  dodtrine  contended  for  in  the 
two  laft  chapters. 

I.  After  exhorting  Timothy  to  labor  with- 
out ceafing,  St.  Paul  afligns  the  following 
reafon  for  fuch  injunftion  :  Know^  faith  he,  that 
in  thi  lafi  times  of  the  chriftian  church,  men^ 
who  make  a  profeflion  of  faith,  Piall  he  lovers 
of  their  ownfehes^  defpifers  of  thofe  that  are  good 
—  lovers  of  pleafure  more  than  lovers  of  God ; 
having  a  form  of  godlinefs^  hut  denyifig  the  power 
thereof  (a.).  Now,  if  Timothy  was  ex- 

horted to  ufe  all  diligence  in  oppofing  thofe 
evils,  which  were  then  only  making  their  ap- 
proach; is  it  reafonable  that  we  fliould  be 
remifs,   who  are  unhappy  enough  to  fee  thofe 

lafi 
(a)   2  Tim.  iii.  i — 5. 
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lajl  times,  m  which  the  decay  of  piety,  pre- 
didled  by  the  apoftle,  is  become  univerfal  ? 
On  the  contrary,  is  not  this  the  moment,  in 
which  we  fhould  ftrenuoufly  refift  the  over- 
flowings of  ungodhnefs,  and  fortify  thofe  who 
are  not  yet  fwept  away  by  the  impetuous 
torrent  ? 

2.  When  the  great  apoftle  benevolently  car- 
ried the  word  of  God  to  finners  of  every 
different  nation,  he  thereby  armed  againft  him- 
felf  the  authority  of  magiftrates  and  priefts, 
as  well  jewifh  as  pagan.  His  univerfal  philan- 
throphy  expofed  him  to  the  moft  cruel  perfe- 
cutions.  Thoufands,  and  ten  thoufands  were 
fet  in  array  againft  him,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  every  kingdom  feemed  determined  to  refift 
or  deftroy  him,  in  his  fpiritual  progrefs.  He 
faw  thefe  furrounding  dangers  •,  but  he  faw 
them  without  difcovering  any  fymptom  of  fear : 
and  rather  than  difcontinue  his  painful  labors, 
he  cheerfully  proceeded  to  encounter  every 
threatening  evil.  We,  on  the  contrary,  are 
appointed  to  build  up  the  children  of  the 
kingdom  in  theii'  moji  holy  faith.  And  fhall 
we  labor  /(/},  bccaufe  we  can  labor  with  lefs 
danger?  Shall  we  negledt  the  duties  of  our 
facred  funv5lion,  becaufe  our  fuperiors  in  church 
C  c  2  and 
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and  ftate  permit  us  to  convert  fmners,  command 
us  to  preach  the  Gofpel,  ere£i  us  temples  for 
the  public  celebration  of  divine  worfhip,  and 
allow  us  /diaries i  that  our  miniflry  may  never 
be  interrupted  by  fecular  cares?  The  minif- 
tcrial  fervices,  which  St.  Paul  performed  with 
fuch  unabating  zeal,  when  his  reward  was  im- 
prifonment  and  flripes ;  muft  we  be  engaged 
to  difcharge  by  emoluments  and  honors?  And, 
after  all,  fhall  we  limit  our  conftrained  obe- 
dience precifely  to  that  point,  which  will  merely 
fccure  us  from  public  depofition  and  difgrace  ? 

3.  What  was  the  error  of  Demas  ;  a  man, 
as  notorious  by  his  fall  among  the  evangelijis, 
as  Judas  among  the  apojlles  ?  Demas  loved  this 
prejent  world  (b),  and,  ceafing  to  imitate  the 
diligence  of  St.  Paul,  ungratefully  left  him  to 
labor  almoft  without  a  fecond.  And  will  un- 
faithful evangelifts  prefume,  that  they  may  imi- 
tate, without  fear,  the  apoftacy  of  Demas,  and 
renounce,  with  impunity,  the  example  of  St» 
Paul  ?  If  fuch  is  their  unhappy  perfuafion,  we 
fubmit  the  following  queries  to  their  ferious 
confideration.  Are  the  fouls  of  men  lefs  valu- 
able, is  fin  of  any  kind  lefs  detcftable,  or 
the  Law  of  God   lefs   fevere,   in   the   prefent 

day, 
(b)  2  Tim.  Iv,   10. 


THE    PORTRAIT    OF    ST.    PAUL.'  405 

day,  than  in  the  earlier  ages  of  the  chriftian 
cliurch  ?  Have  paftors  a  right  to  be  remir";, 
while  the  night  of  incredulity  is  blackening 
around  them  ?  Are  the  attacks  of  antichrif- 
tian  philofophers  lefs  frequent  and  audacious 
at  prefent,  than  in  former  times  ?  Or,  finally, 
is  the  appearance  of  our  omnipotent  Judge  no 
longer  expeded  in  the  world  ? 

4.  If  the  apoftles  and  primitive  paftors 
have  removed  many  threatening  impediments 
out  of  our  way ;  if  they  have  procured  for  us 
our  prefent  advantages,  by  the  moft  amazing 
exertions,  and  at  the  prodigious  price  of  their 
blood  •,  furely  it  can  never  be  imagined,  that 
they  aded  with  fo  much  refolution,  and  fuf- 
fered  with  fo  much  conftancy,  that  we  might 
become  the  indolent  readers  of  their  unparalleled 
hiftory.  Was  it  not  rather,  that,  animated 
with  a  becoming  (tn(e.  of  their  great  example, 
■we  might  make  the  higheil  improvement  of 
our  ineftimable  privileges  ? 

5.  The  mountains  are  now  laid  low,  the 
valleys  are  filled  up,  the  crooked  ways  are 
made  ftraight,  and  we  have  only  to  carry  that 
falvation  to  finners,  for  which  fuch  wonderful 
preparations  have  been  made.  And  are  we  neg- 
C  c  3  iigent 
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ligent  in  running  on  the  errands  of  everlafiing 
LOVE  ?  And  are  we  backward  in  bearing  the 
happieft  tidings  to  the  moft  haplefs  of  crea- 
tures? No  excufe  then  can  pofTibly  be  made 
for  this  coldnefs,  except  that,  which  the  au- 
thor of  Emilhis  has  put  into  the  mouth  of  a 
fidtitious  charader :  Of  what  importance  is  it 
to  me,  fays  the  vicar  Savoyard,  what  becomes 
of  the  wicked  /  /  am  but  little  concerned  in  their 
future  defiiny.  An  excufe  for  the  want  of  zeal, 
which  can  never  be  pleaded,  without  refleft^ 
ing  the  utmoft  difgrace  upon  humanity. 

6.  Ye  paftors  of  a  flock  ever  prone  to  wan- 
der!  choofe  whom  you  will  follow,  philofo- 
phers  or  apoftles  5  the  indefatigable  zeal  of 
St.  Paul,  or  the  cruel  indifference  of  the 
fceptical  vicar?  But,  if  you  take  the  latter 
for  your  model,  we  folemnly  intreat  you  to 
lay  afide  the  profeffion,  while  you  fo  ihame- 
fully  renounce  the  duties,  of  the  holy  minif- 
try.  As  I  live,  faith  the  Lord  God,  I  have  no 
'pledfure  in  the  death  of  the  wicked-,  but  that 
the  wicked  turn  from  his  way  and  live  (c). 
With  you,  however,  it  is  a  matter  of  very  in- 
confiderable  importance,  whether  the  wicked 
be  finally  faved,  or  deftroyed.    And  yet,  care- 

lefs 
(c)  Exzek,  x.yxiii.  n. 
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lefs  as  you  are  of  its  weal  or  woe,  you 
prefume  to  appear  as  minifters  of  the  church, 
and  as  paftors  over  that  little  flock^  for  which 
the  good  fhepherd  was  content  to  lay  down 
his  life.  To  rank  with  the  watchful  at- 

tendants of  the  fold  is  an  honor,  of  which 
you  are  altogether  unworthy,  but  you  may, 
with  propriety,  be  counted  in  the  number  of 
thofe  ungrateful  hirelings,  who  care  not  for  the 

It  is  true,  you  are  not  without  companions, 
as  well  ancient  as  modern.  You  have  Hophni 
and  Phinehas,  Gehazi  and  Balaam,  to  keep 
you  in  countenance  •,  you  have  the  prophets 
of  Jezebel  to  plead  in  your  favor,  and  every 
worldly  ecclefiaftick  of  the  prefent  day  to  ap- 
prove your  choice :  but  apoftolical  men  will 
refolutely  withftand  you,  like  Eliiha  and  his 
matter,  in  the  caufe  of  deferted  truth. 

Ye  flothful  domefticks  of  the  moft  diligent 
mafter !  Ye  cruel  attendants  of  the  tendereft 
fliephcrd  !  fay,  have  ye  never  heard  that  mafter 
crying  out,  with  the  voice  of  affedion.  Feed 
iity  Jheep  (e)  ?  Have  ye  not  ktn  him  con- 
ducing his  flock  to  an  evangelical  pafturc,  in 
C  <;  4  the 

(d)  John  X.   13.  (e)  John  xxi.  17. 
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the  temple,  in  fynagogues,  in  villages,  in 
houfes,  in  deferts,  on  the  fea  fhore,  and  on 
the  tops  of  mountains  ?  He  anxioufly  fought 
out  the  miferable.  Truth  was  the  guide  of 
his  way,  charity  accompanied  his  fteps,  and 
his  path  was  marked  with  bleffings.  His 
fecret  efforts  were  more  painful  than  his  pub- 
lic labors  •,  he  publicly  inftrudted  through  the 
day,  but  he  privately  agonized  in  prayer 
through  the  night.  His  firft  d'fciples 

were  anxious  to  tread  in  the  fteps  of  their 
adorable  matter.  They  exercifed  their  minif- 
try  within  fight  of  torments  and  death.  And 
will  you  dare  to  negkd  it,  now  the  cry  of 
perfecution  is  huihed  ?  Will  you  equally  de- 
fpife,  both  the  promifes  and  threatenings  of 
the  Gofpel  ?  Will  you  haften  the  times  of 
antichrift,  by  an  antichriftian  condudl  ?  And 
when  the  Son  of  man  fhall  come,  fhall  he 
find  you  trampling  under  foot  the  Gofpel  of 
his  grace  ?  Or,  fhall  he  furprize  you  diftribut- 
ing  cards  round  the  tables  of  your  friends, 
rather  than  earneftly  inviting  thofe  friends  to 
the  table  of  your  Lord  ? 

O  that  we  could  prevail  upon  you  to  ftand 
in  your  proper  port,  and  ad  in  conformity 
to    your    profeflional    charader !     While    you 

dream 
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dream  of  fecurity,  you  are  furrounded  with 
the  moft  alarming  dangers.  Stand,  therefore, 
having  your  loins  girt  about  with  truth  -,  having 
on  the  breajl-plate  of  right eoufnefs,  and  your  feet 
/hod  with  the  -preparation  of  the  Gofpel  of  peace : 
above  all,  taking  the  fhield  of  faith,  wherewith 
ye  Jhall  be  able  to  quench  all  the  fiery  darts  of 
the  wicked.  And  take  the  helmet  of  falvatioriy 
and  the  Sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  wora 
of  God:  praying  always  with  all  prayer,  and 
watching  thereunto  with  all  perfeverance,  and  fup' 
plications  f^r  all  faints ;  and  for  the  minifters 
of  the  Gofpel  in  particular,  that  they  may 
open  their  mouth  boldly,  to  make  known  the  myf- 
tery  of  the  Gofpel,  and  to  diffufe  abroad  the 
unfearchable  riches  of  Chrifi  (f).  Thus, 

quitting  yourfclves  like  men  in  this  facred 
warfare,  after  fteadily  refifting,  you  fhajl  finally 
overcome,  all  the  ftrength  of  the  enemy,  by 
the  word  of  truth,  by  the  power  of  God,  by  tfie 
armour  of  righteoufnefs  on  the  right  hand  and  on 
the  left  (g)  ;  till,  having  weathered  out  the 
evil  dayy  continuing  faithful  unto  death,  ye  fhall 
\>c  rewarded  with  a  crown  o/everlafting  life  (h). 

(f)  Eph,  vi.  14— 19.     iil.  8.  (g)  2  Cor.  vi.  7. 

(h)  Rev.  ii.  10. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.     IX. 

//  further  refutation  of  the  fame  ohje^lion, 

'•When  we  fee  a  number  of  perfons  in 
perilous  circumftances,  charity  conftrains  us  to 
make  our  firft  efforts  in  favor  of  thofe,    who 
appear   to   be   in   the   moft   imminent   danger. 
Such  are  unholy  chriftians.       Sinful   heathens 
are  doubtlefs  in  danger-,   obftinate  jews  in  ftill 
greater  peril ;    but  impenitent  chriftians  are  in 
a   fituation   abundantly   more   lamentable   than 
either  i    fmce  they  offend  againft  clearer  light 
and  knowledge,  equally  inattentive  to  the  moft 
gracious  promifes  on  one  hand,    and  the  moft 
terrible  menaces   on  the   other.     To  fm  with 
the  new  Teftament  in  our  hand,   and  with  the 
found  of  the  Gofpel  in  our  ears  —  to  fin  with 
the  feal  of  baptifm  in  our  forehead,    and  the 
name  of  Chrift  in  our  lips — to  fm  and  receive 
the  holy  communion ;    to  ratify  and  break  the 
moft  folemn  engagements-,    what  is  this,    but 
carneftly  laboring  out  our  own  damnation,  and 
plunging  ourfelves  into  thofe  abyffes  of  wretch- 
ednefs,    which  pagans  and  jews  are  unable  to 
fathom  ?    How  eagerly  then  fhould  every  be- 

liever 
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liever  attempt  to  refcue  his  falling  brethren  ? 
and,  efpecially,  how  anxious  fhould  they  be 
to  arreft  thofe  leaders  of  the  blind,  who  are 
drawing  on  their  followers  to  the  brink  of 
perdition  ?  As  this  is  one  of  thofe  argu- 
ments, upon  which  the  truth  here  pleaded  for 
muft  principally  reft,  we  fhall  confider  it  in 
the  feveral  points  of  view,  under  which  it  is 
prefented  to  us  in  the  Gofpel. 

2.  The  commlfTion  of  St.  Paul  was  parti- 
cularly dircdled  to  the  gentiles  :  yet,  before  he 
vifited  their  benighted  nations,  he  judged  it 
his  duty  to  make  a  full  and  free  offer  of  the 
everlafting  Gofpel  to  the  people  of  the  jews. 
For  the  condudl  of  the  apoftle,  in  this  refped, 
the  following  reafons  are  to  be  afTigned.  Firft, 
The  promifes  pertained  to  the  jews  in  a  peculiar 
manner  (i).  Secondly,  The  children  of  Abra- 
ham, according  to  the  flefh,  had  a  more  threat- 
ening profped  before  them,  in  cafe  of  final 
impenitence,  than  any  other  people  upon  earth : 
Tribulation  and  anguijh  /Iiall  be  upon  every  foul 
of  man  that  doth  evil,  of  the  jew  first  and 
alfo  of  the  gentile  (k). 

3.    The   fame   reafons,    though   chiefly    the 
latter,  arc  ftill  to  be  urged,  why  the  minifters 

of 
(i)  Rom.  ix.  4.        (k)  Rom.  ii.  9. 
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of  Chrift  fhould  principally  labor  among  chrll- 
tians.  For  if  finners  of  the  circumcijion  fhall  be 
more  feverely  punifhed  than  the  ignorant  hea- 
then, fo  the  apoftle  declares,  that  finners,  who 
are  baptized  into  the  name  of  Chrift,  fhall 
be  treated  with  ftill  greater  rigor  than  impeni- 
tent jews.  He  that  defpifed  Mofes^  law^  faifh 
he,  died  withmi  mercy  under  tzvo  or  three  witnejfcs: 
of  how  much  forer  puni/hment^  then,  fuppofe  ye, 
JJiall  he  he  thought  worthy,  who  hath  trodden  under 
foot  the  Son  of  God — and  hath  done  defpite  unto 
the  fpirit  of  grace  (1)  ?  If  this  confideration 
was  accompanied  with  its  due  efFecft,  it  would 
fire  us  with  the  moft  unconquerable  zeal  for 
the  falvation  of  negligent  chriftians. 

4.  In  one  of  the  lafl  difcourfes  our  Lord 
addrefTed  to  the  cities  of  Galilee,  we  find  him 
reading  over  them  this  dreadful  fentence  of 
condemnation.  Woe  unto  thee,  Chorazin,  woe  unto 
thee,  Bethfaidaf  for  if  the  mighty  works  which 
were  done  in  you,  had  been  done  in  Tyre  and  Sidon, 
they  would  have  repented  long  ago  in  fackcloth  and 
afnes.  But  I  fay  unto  you,  it  fliall  be  more  tole- 
rable for  'Tyre  and  Sidon  at  the  day  of  judgment, 
than  for  you.  And  thou,  Capernaum,  which,  by 
thy  religious  privileges,  art  exalted  unto  Heaven^ 

fhalty 
(1)  Heb.  X.  28,  29. 
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/halt^  for  the  non-Improvement  of  them,  be 
brought  dou'H  to  Hell.  Yea,  it  Jhall  be  more 
tolerable,  in  the  day  of  judgment,  for  the  land  of 
Sodom,  vvliich  has  been  already  confumcd  with 
fire  from  above,  than  for  thee  (m). 

5.  To  draw  the  juft  confequences  from  this 
affeding  menace,  we  muft  recollect,  that,  when 
it  was  pronounced,  the  inhabitants  of  the  above- 
mentioned  cities  had  been  favored,  but  for  a 
very  fhort  interval,  with  the  miniftry  of  Chrift 
and  his  me/Tengers :  and  if  the  death  and  re- 
furredion  of  Jefus  were  afterwards  publlfhed 
among  them,  it  Is  more  than  probable,  that 
thefe  important  fads  were  publifhed  only  In 
a  defultory  and  tranfient  way.  Neverthelefs, 
the  finners  of  Capernaum  were  thought  worthy 
of  greater  punifhmcnt,  than  the  finners  of  So- 
dom. Hence,  we  conclude  that,  if  the  finners 
of  London,  Paris,  Rome,  and  Geneva,  have 
hardened  themfelves  againft  the  truths  of  the 
Gofpel  for  a  much  longer  continuance,  than 
the  citizens  of  Capernaum  were  permitted  to 
do,  there  Is  every  reafon  to  apprehend,  that 
their  fentence  will  not  only  be  more  dreadful 
than  the  fentence  of  Sodom,  but  abundantly 
lefs  tolerable  than  that  which  was  pronounced 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  Galilee. 

0.  While 

(m)   Matt.  xi.  21  —  24. 
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6.  While  we  confider  the  various  proportions 
in  which  future  punifhment  fhall  be  adminif- 
tered  to  the  wicked  of  different  clafTes,  we  may 
turn  to  thofe  remarkable  expreffions  of  St. 
Peter  and  St.  Paul :  —  If  after  having  efcaped 
the  pollutions  of  the  worlds  through  the  knowledge 
of  the  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefiis  Chrifl^  they  are 
again  entangled  therein  and  overcome;  the  latter 
end  is  worfe  with  them  than  the  beginning.  For^ 
it  had  been  better  for  them  not  to  have  known 
the  way  of  right eoufnefs^  than^  after  they  have 
known  it^  to  turn  from  the  holy  commandment 
delivered  unto  them  (n).  If  we  fin  wilfully^ 

after  we  have  received  the  knowledge  of  the  truths 
there  rcmaineth  no  more  facrifice  for  Jins^  but  a 
certain  fearful  looking  for  of  judgment^  and  fiery 
indignation^  which  fhall  devour  the  adverfaries  (o), 
Thefe  declarations  aflift  us  to  difcover  the  true 
ground  of  that  apoftolic  exhortation,  with  which 
we  fhall  clofe  this  chapter:  Of  fome  have  com-- 
fajfton,  making  a  difference :  and  others  fave  with 
fear  J  pulling  them  out  of  the  fire  (p). 

From  this  lafl  view  of  the  fubjed  we  may- 
perceive,  into  how  dangerous  an  error  thofe 
perfons  are  fallen,  who  prefume  to  objed  againft 
imitating  the  zeal  of  St.  Paul, 

CHAP. 

(n)  2  Pet.  ii.  20,  21.     (o)  Heb.  x.  26,  27. 
(p)  Jude  22,  23. 
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CHAP.      X. 

A  fifth  obje^iion  anfwered. 

X  H  E  folidity  of  the  preceding  remarks 
may  be  acknowledged  by  many  paftors,  who 
will  ftill  excufe  themfelves  from  copying  the 
example  of  St.  Paul. 

//  is  unreafonable^  they  will  fay,  to  require 
that  we  /fiould  preach  the  word  of  Gody  in  feafon 
and  out  feafon,  as  St  Paul  once  did,  and  as 
'Timothy  was  afterwards  exhorted  to  do.  We 
find  it,  in  this  day,  a  matter  of  difficidty  to  pre- 
pare any  public  addrefs,  that  may  be  either  ac- 
ceptable to  the  people,  or  honorable  to  ourfelves. 

To  this  obje(5lIon  we  return  the  following 
replies, 

1.  He,  who  fpake  as  never  man  fpake,  re- 
jeded  the  arts  of  our  modern  orators,  deliver- 
ing his  difcourfes  in  a  ftyle  of  eafy  fimplicity, 
and  unaffeded  zeal. 

2.  We  do  not  find,  that  St.  Paul  and  the 
other   apoftles    impofed    upon    themfelves    the 

trouble- 
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troublefome  fervltude  of  penning  down  their 
difcourfes.  And  we  are  well  aflured,  that 
when  the  feventy  and  the  twelve  were  com- 
miflioned  to  publifti  the  Gofpel,  no  diredions 
of  this  nature  were  given  in  either  cafe. 

3.  St.  Paul  gives  the  following  paftoral  in- 
ftrudions  to  Timothy  :  Give  attendance  to  read- 
ing, to  exhortation,  to  do5lrine.  Negk£i  not  the 
gift  that  is  in  thee.  Meditate  upon  thefe  things^ 
give  thyfelf  wholly  to  them.  Take  heed  unto  thy- 
felf  and  to  thy  do5!rine  •,  continue  in  them :  for 
in  doing  this,  thou  fJialt  both  fave  thyfelf  and 
them  that  hear  thee  (a).  Preach  the  word,  be 
injlant  in  feafon,  out  of  feafon :  reprove,  rebuke, 
exhort,  with  all  long-fuffering  and  do5irine  (b). 
Now,  had  it  ever  entered  into  the  mind  of 
the  apoftle,  that  it  would  be  proper  for  paf- 
tors  to  compofe  their  fermons  in  the  manner 
of  rhetoricians,  and  to  deliver  them  as  public 
orators,  he  would  moil  probably  have  given 
fome  intimation  of  this  to  his  difciple.  In 
fuch  cafe,  he  would  have  held  out  to  his 
pupil  in  divinity  fome  inftrudlions  of  the  fol- 
lowing nature.  "  O  Timothy,  my  fon  1  I  have 
"  frequently  commanded  thee  to  labor  in  the 
"  work  of  the  Lord,  according  to  my  exam* 

pie. 
(a) I  Tim.  iv.  13,  1 6.  (b)  2  Tim.  iv.  2. 
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"  pie.  But,  as  thou  art  not  an  apoftle,  pro- 
"  perly  fo  called,  and  haft  not  received  the 
*'  gift  of  languages,  I  advife  thee  to  write 
"  over  thy  fermons  as  correitly  as  poflible. 
"  And  after  this,  do  not  fail  to  rehearfe  them 
"  before  a  mirror,  till  thou  art  able  to  re- 
"  peat  them  with  freedom  and  grace  :  fo  that 
"  when  thou  art  called  upon  public  duty, 
"  thou  mayeft  effedually  fecure  the  approba- 
"  tion  of  thine  auditors.  Furthermore,  when 
"  thou  art  about  to  vifit  any  diftant  churches, 
"  lay  up  in  thy  portmanteau  the  choiceft  of 
"  thy  fermons.  And  wherever  thou  art,  take 
"  care  to  have,  at  leaft,  one  difcourfe  about 
"  thee,  that  thou  mayeft  be  prepared  againft 
"  any  fudden  emergency,  .  and  never  appear 
"  unfurnifhed  in  the  eyes  of  the  people." 
The  idea  of  fuch  a  pafTage  in  the  epiftles  of 
St.  Paul,  whether  public  or  private,  is  too 
abfurd  to  be  endured. 

4.  If  advocates,  after  haftily  confidering  a 
queftion  of  difficulty,  are  ready  to  plead  the 
caufe  of  their  client  before  a  court  of  judi- 
cature i  can  it  be  poflible,  that,  after  feveral 
years  of  meditation  and  ftudy,  a  minifter 
fhould  ftill  be  unprepared  to  plead  the  caufe  of 
Vol.  I,  D  d  piety. 
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piety,  before  a  plain  aflembly  of  his  unlearned 
parifhioners  ? 

5.  When  we  are  deeply  interefted  in  a  fub- 
jed  of  the  laft  importance,  do  we  think  it 
neceflary  to  draw  up  our  arguments  in  an  or- 
derly manner  upon  paper,  before  we  attempt 
to  deliver  our  fentiments  upon  the  matter  in 
hand  ?  Are  not  the  love  and  penetration  of 
a  parent  fufficient  to  didlate  fuch  advice  as  is 
fuited  to  the  different  tempers  and  conditions 
of  his  children  ?  After  perceiving  the  houfe 
of  our  neighbour  on  fire,  we  do  not  withdraw 
to  our  clofet  to  prepare  a  variety  of  afFeding 
arguments,  by  way  of  engaging  him  to  fave 
both  himfelf  and  his  family  from  the  flames. 
In  fuch  cafe,  a  lively  convidion  of  our  neigh- 
bour's danger,  and  an  ardent  defire  to  refcue  him 
from  it,  afford  us  greater  powers  of  natural 
eloquence,  than  any  rules  of  art  can  furnifh  us 
with. 

6.  Horace  obferves,  that  neither  matter  nor 
method  will  be  wanting  upon  a  well-digefled 
fubjeft  : 


cui  le£la  potenter  erit  res. 


Nee  facundia  deferet  hunc,  nee  lucidus  ordo. 

With 
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With  how  much  facility,  then,  may  fuitable 
cxpreiTions  be  expedted  to  follow  thofc  animat- 
ing fsntimcnts,  which  are  infpired  by  an  ar- 
dent love  to  God  and  man  •,  efpecially,  when 
fubjedls  of  fuch  univerfal  concern  are  agitated, 
as  death  and  redemption,  judgment  and  eter- 
nity ?  Upon  fuch  occafions,  out  of  the  abun- 
dance of  the  heart  the  mouth  will  fpeak,  nor 
ivill  the  preacher  be  able  to  repeat  a  tenth  part 
of  the  truths,  which  God  has  commumcated  to 
him  J  'while  meditating  upon  his  text  (c).  If 
malice  can  furnifli  thofe  perfons  with  an  in- 
exhaustible fund  of  converfation,  who  delight 
in  fcandal,  how  much  more  may  we  fuppofe 
the  charity  of  a  paftor  to  furnifh  him  with 
an  inexhauftible  fund  of  exhortation,  inftrudion, 
and  comfort. 

7.  It  has  been  a  plea  with  many  minifters 
of  the  Gofpel,  that  they  negledl  to  proclaim 
that  Gofpel  during  fix  days  in  the  week,  left 
they  fhould  be  unprepared  to  addrefs  their 
parifhioners,  with  propriety,  upon  the  feventh. 
With  teachers,  who  are  thus  fcrupuloufly  te- 
nacious of  their  own  reputation,  we  may  juftly 
be  allowed  to  reafon  in  the  following  manner. 
To  i:jhat  purpofe  are  all  thofe  oratorical  appen- 
D  d  2  dages, 

(c)  Ai^ofSyncd,  chap.  xl. 
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dages,  with  which  you  are  fo  ftudious  to  adorn 
vour  difcourfes  :  and  'uoho  bath  required  all  tJiis 
ufelefs  labor  at  your  handed)?  If  a  fervant, 
after  being  charged  by  his  mafter  with  a  mef- 
fage  of  the  utmoft  importance,  fliould  betake 
himfelf  to  his  chamber,  and  defer  the  execu- 
tion of  it  day  after  day ;  would  not  fuch  a 
delay  be  efteemed  an  unpatrdonable  negledl  ? 
Or,  if  he  fhould  attempt  to  apologife  for  the 
omifTion,  by  alleging,  that  he  had  been  buiily 
engaged  in  learning  to  repeat,  with  precifion^ 
the  melTage  he  had  received,  and  to  move 
upon  his  errand  with  dignity  and  grace — would 
not  fuch  an  excufe  be  regarded  as  an  inftance 
of  the  higheft  prefumption  and  folly  ?  And 
can  we  imagine  that  our  heavenly  mafrer  will 
overlook,  that  negled  in  his  public  meifengers, 
which  would  appear  in  the  condu6l  of  a  pri- 
vate domeftic,  fo  juftly  condemnable  ? 

8.  What  advantage  has  accrued  to  the  church, 
by  renouncing  the  apoftolic  method  of  pub- 
lifhing  the  Gofpel  ?  We  have  indolence  and 
artifice,  in  the  place  of  fmcerity  and  vigilance. 
Thofe  public  difcourfes,  which  were  anciently 
the  efFeds  of  convidion  and  zeal,  are  now 
become   the  weekly  exercifes   of  learning  and 

art. 

(d)  Ifaiah  1.  ii,   y?.. 
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art.  IVe  believe  and  ihefefore  /peak  (e),  is  an 
cxpredion  that>  has  grown  entirely  obfolete  a- 
mong  modern  pailors.  But  nothing  is  more 
common  among  us,  than  to  fay — As  we  have 
fermons  prepared  upon  a  variety  of  fubjefls, 
we  are  ready  to  deliver  them,  as  opportunity 
offers. 

9.  Many  inconveniences  arife  from  that  me- 
thod of  preaching,  which  is  generally  adopted 
in  the  prefent  day.  While  the  phyfician  of 
fouls  is  laboring  to  compofe  a  learned  diflcr- 
tation  upon  fome  plain  paflage  of  fcripture, 
he  has  but  little  leifure  to  viiit  thofe  languifh- 
ing  patients,  who  need  his  immediate  afllft- 
ance.  He  thinks  it  fufficient  to  attend  them 
every  fabbath  day,  in  the  place  appointed  for 
public  duty  :  but  he  recollects  not  that  thofe, 
to  whom  his  counfel  is  peculiarly  neceflary, 
are  the  very  perfons  who  refufe  to  meet  him 
there.  His  unprofitable  employments  at  home, 
leave  him  no  opportunity  to  go  in  purfuit  of 
his  wandering  fheep.  He  meets  them,  it  is  true, 
at  (tated  periods,  in  the  common  fold :  but 
it  is  equally  true,  that,  during  every  fucceffive 
interval,  he  difcovers  the  coldeft  indif^'erence 
with  refpeft  to  their  fpiritual  welfare.  From 
D  d  3  this 

(c)  2  Cor.  iv.   13. 


422  THE    PORTRAIT    OF    ST.    PAUL. 

this  unbecoming  condud  of  many  a  minifter, 
one  would  naturally  imagine,  that  the  flock 
were  rather  called  to  feek  out  their  indolent 
paftor,  than  that  he  was  purpofely  hired  to 
purfue  every  ftraying  fheep. 

lo.  The  moft  powerful  nerve  of  the  facred 
miniftry  is  ecclefiaftical  difcipiine.  But  this 
nerve  is  abfolutely  cut  afunder  by  the  method 
of  Vv'hich  we  now  fpeak.  When  a  paftor  wich- 
draws  fatigued  from  his  ftudy,  imap;ining  that 
he  has  honorably  acquitted  himfelf  with  re- 
gard to  his  people,  he  is  too  ap^  to  neg- 
ledt  that  vigilant  infpedion  into  families,  upon 
which  the  difcipiine  of  the  church  depends. 
Such  a  fpiritual  inftrador  may  juftly  be  com- 
pared to  a  vain- glorious  pedagogue,  who,  :^fter 
drawing  up  a  copy,  and  adorning  it  for  fe- 
veral  days  together  with  ail  the  em  belli  (h- 
ments  of  his  art,  ihouid  yet  imagine,  that  he 
had  admirably  performed  his  part  in  pre- 
paring it,  at  length,  for  his  fcholars,  with- 
out any  vifible  defedls.  And  what  could 
reafonably  be  expedted  from  the  pupils  of  fuch 
a  teacher,  but  that,  fearing  neither  fcholaftic 
difcipiine,  nor  particular  infpeftion,  they  fhould 
negled:  to  tranfcribe  what  their  mafter,  v.'itli 
fo  much  unprofitable  toil,  had  produced  ? 

II.  Since 
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11.  Since  the  orator's  art  has  taken  place 
of  the  energy  of  faith,  what  happy  effed  has 
it  produced  upon  the  minds  of  men  ?  Have 
we  difcovered  more  frequent  converfions  among 
us  ?  Are  formal  profeflbrs  more  generally  feiz- 
ed  with  a  religious  fear  ?  Are  libertines  more 
univerfally  conftrained  to  cry  out.  Men  and 
hrethrtn,  ijhat  JJiall  we  do  (f).?  Do  the  wicked 
depart  from  the  church  to  bewail  their  tranf- 
greflions  in  private;  and  believers  to  vifit 
the  mourners  in  their  affliction  ?  Is  it  not 
rather  to  be  lamented,  that  we  are  at  this 
day  equally  diftant  from  chriflian  charity,  and 
primitive  fimplicity  ? 

12.  Reading  over  a  variety  of  approved 
ifermons  is,  generally,  fuppofed  to  be  preach- 
ing the  Gofpel.  If  this  were  really  fo,  we 
need  but  look  out  fome  fchool  boy  of  a  tolera- 
ble capacity,  and,  after  inftrudling  him  to  read 
over,  with  proper  emphafis  and  gefture,  the 
fermons  of  Tillotfon,  Sherlock,  or  Saurin,  we 
fhall  have  made  him  an  excellent  minifter  of 
the  word  of  God.  But,  if  preaching  the  Gof- 
pel is  to  publifh  among  finners  that  repent- 
ance and  falvation,  v/hich  we  have  experienced 
in  ourfelves  j  if  it  is  to  imitate  a  penitent  flave, 

D  d  4.  who, 

(f)  Aas  xi.  37, 
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who,  freed  from  mifery  and  iron,  returns  to 
the  companions  of  his  former  flavery,  declar- 
ing the  generolity  of  their  Prince,  and  per- 
fuading  them  to  fue  for  mercy;  —  if  this  is  to 
publiih  the  Gofpel  of  peace,  then  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  experience  and  fympathy  are  m.ore 
neceflary  to  the  due  performance  of  tnis  v.'ork, 
than  all  the  accuracy  and  elocution  that  can 
poflibly  be  acquired. 

13.  When  this  facred  experience,  and  tins 
generous  fympathy,  began  to  lofe  their  preva- 
lence in  the  church,  their  place  was  gradually 
fupplied  by  the  trifling  fubititutes  of  xludy 
and  affedatioii.  Carnal  prudence  has  no\v  tor 
many  ages  folicitoufly  endeavoured  to  adapt 
itfelf  to  the  tafte  of  the  wife  and  the  learned. 
But,  while  i/ie  offence  of  the  crofs  is  avoided  '^g), 
neither  the  wife  nor  the  ignorant  are  eiFecTcually 
converted.  The  Gofpel  is  abundantly  better 
fuited  to  the  poor  tn  Jpirit^  than  to  thofe  who 
value  themfelves  as  men  of  fagacity  and  fci- 
ence.  /  thank  thee,  O  Father. f  faid  the  lowly, 
Jefus,  that  thou  haji  hid  thefe  things  from  the 
wife  and  the  prudent,  and  hafi  revealed  the?n  unto 
habes  (h).  Thefe  bahes,  however,  in  the  lan- 
guage  of  Chrill,    are   the   very   perfons   who 

have 
(g)  Gal.  V.  II.  (h)  Matt.  xi.  25. 
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have  been  ufually  negleded  by  us,  for  the 
mere  gratification  of  reputed  fages.  /  .  -  ! 
how  many  thoufand  proofs  do  we  require  co 
convince  us,  that  the  wifdom  of  this  wo/ld 
will  continue  to  trample  under  foot  the  pearl 
of  the  Gofpel,  though,  in  order  to  fecure  its 
reception,  it  Ihould  be  prefented  among  the 
artificial  pearls  of  a  vain  philofophy  ? 

14.  In  confequence  of  the  fame  error,  the 
ornaments  of  theatrical  eloquence  have  been 
fought  after,  with  a  fhameful  folicitude.  4nd 
what  has  been  the  fruit  of  fo  much  ufelefs 
toil?  Preachers^  after  all,  have  played  their 
part  with  much  lefs  npplaufe  than  cQvi;'I:c.ns% 
and  their  curious  auditors  are  ftill  running 
from  the  pulpit  to  the  ftage,  for  the  pleafure 
of  hearing  fables  repeated  with  .a  degree  of 
fenfibiiity,  which  the  meflengers  of  truth  can 
neither/?^/  nov  feign. 

Notwithftanding  the  above  remarks  have 
been  exprefied  in  the  moil  pointed  manner, 
we  mean  not  to  iiifinuate,  that  the  errors  al- 
ready expofed  are  the  only  mifta]:es  to  be 
guarded  againft.  Extremes  of  every  kind  are 
to  be  avoided  with  equal  care.  We  condemn 
the  carnal   prudence   of  chriftian  orators  j    but 
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we  as  fincerely  reprobate  the  conduft  of  thofe 
enthufiafts,  who,  under  pretence  that  Chrift 
has  promlfed  to  continue  with  his  difciples  to 
the  end  of  the  world,  exhibit  the  reveries  of 
a  heated  imagination,  for  the  truths  of  the 
Gofpel.  Too  many  of  thefe  deluded  fanatics 
are  found,  who,  taking  their  own  flothfulnefs 
and  prefumption  for  the  eifeds  of  a  lively  faith 
and  an  apoftolic  confidence,  repeatedly  affront 
the  Almighty,  and  juftly  ofTend  thofe  candid 
hearers,  who  are  leaft  difpofed  to  take  offence. 
Offences  will  undoubtedly  come  :  but  it  behoves 
us  to  make  a  juft  diflindion  between  the  real 
offe7ice  of  the  crofs^  and  that,  which  is  given 
by  an  unlicenfed  prefumption  on  our  own 
part. 

If  we  are  honored  with  the  paftoral  office, 
let  us  confider  the  holy  fcriptures  as  an  inex- 
hauflible  mine  of  facred  treafures.  In  the  Law- 
of  the  Lord  let  us  meditate  day  and  night. 
Before  we  attempt  to  deliver  evangelical  truths 
in  public,  let  it  be  our  firfl  care  to  penetrate 
our  hearts,  in  private,  with  an  adequate  fenfe 
of  thofe  truths.  Let  us  arrange  them  in  the 
mofl  fuitable  order:  let  us  adduce  and  com- 
pare the  feveral  paffages  of  facred  writ,  which 
appear  to  fupport  or  explain  the  particular -doc- 

trines 
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trines  we  mean  to  infift  upon :  but,  above 
ail,  joining  faith  and  prayer  to  calm  medita- 
tion, after  becoming  mafters  of  our  fubjefb, 
let  us  humbly  afk  of  God  that  irzffncrlcc,  that 
lively  and  forcible  elocution,  which  flows  from 
the  un^lion  of  grace. 

And  here,  inftead  of  reding  contented  with 
barely  requejling^  viz  fhouid  labor  to  acquire, 
what  we  feek,  by  frequently  ftirring  up  the 
gift  that  is  in  us.  Let  us  embrace  every 
opportunity  of  exhorting  both  believers  and 
catechumens.  Let  us  carry,  with  oinwearied 
conftancy,  inftrudion  to  the  ignorant,  and  con- 
folation  to  the  afflidled.  Let  us  be  faithful  in 
reproving  finners  of  every  clafs,  and  diligent 
in  training  up  the  children  of  our  parifh. 

It  Is  necefiary,  indeed,  to  be  fcrupuloufly 
cautious,  left  we  abufe  the  liberty  of  preaching 
from  meditation,  by  becoming  followers  of  thofe, 
who  are  more  worthy  of  cenjwe  than  imitation. 
There  are  paftors  of  this  kind,  who,  having 
acquired  a  good  degree  of  fpiritual  knowledge, 
and  a  wonderful  facility  of  expreflion,  unhappily 
begin  to  pique  themfelves  upon  appearing  before 
a  numerous  affembly,  without  any  previous 
fludy.      Confcious  of  their  own  ability,    thcfe 

fcif- 
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felffufficient  preachers  make  little  or  no  pre- 
paration for  one  of  the  mod  folemn  duties,  that 
can  poffibly  be  difcharged.  They  haflen  to 
a  crowded  auditory  without  any  apparent  con- 
cern ',  and  coming  down  from  the  pulpit,  with 
an  air  of  the  fame  eafy  confidence  with  which 
they  afcended  it,  contentedly  return  to  that 
habitual  liftlefsnefs,  which  has  only  been  in- 
terrupted by  the  external  performance  of  a  ne- 
cefTary  work,  Alas  !  if  thefe  prefuming  paftors 
could  be  prevailed  upon  to  write  over  their 
fermons,  to  how  much  better  purpofe  might 
they  thus  employ  their  hours,  than  by  hced- 
lefsly  trifling  them  away  in  frivolous  conver- 
fation  and  fliameful  inactivity  ! 

It  is  not  to  imitate  examples  of  this  nature, 
that  we  folicit  the  minifters  of  Chrifl:  to  re- 
cover thofe  hours,  which  are  ufually  employed 
in  compofing  their  weekly  difcourfes.  How 
many  are  the  important  occupations,  of  which 
the  faithful  paflor  has  his  daily  choice !  The 
wicked  are  to  be  reclaimed,  and  the  righteous 
eftabiifhed.  Hope  mull  be  adminiflered  to  the 
fearful,  and  courage  to  the  tempted.  The 
weak  are  to  be  flrengthened,  and  the  flrong 
to  be  exercifed.  The  fick  mufl;  be  fupported, 
and  the   dying  prepared  for  difTolution.       By 

frequent 
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frequent  paftoral  vifits  to  hamlets,  fchools,  and 
private  houfes,  the  indefatigable  minifter  fliould 
continually, be  moving  through  the  feveral  parts 
of  his  parifli  •,  difcovering  the  condition  of  thofe 
entruftcd  to  his  care,  and  regularly  fupplying 
the  neceflities  of  his  flock  •,  diffufing  all  around 
inflrudion  and  reproof,  exhortation  and  com- 
fort. To  fum  up  his  duties  in  a  fingle  kn- 
tence,  he  fhould  caufe  the  light  that  is  in  him 
to  fhine  out  in  every  pofTible  dire(5lion,  before  ' 
the  ignorant  and  the  learned,  the  rich  and  the 
poor;  making  the  falvation  of  mankind  his 
principal  purfuit,  and  the  glory  of  God  his 
ultimate  aim. 

Thus,  after  having  faithfully  performed  the 
work  of  an  evangelifl:,  when  he  is  about  to 
be  removed  from  his  charge  by  death,  or  by 
any  other  providential  appointment,  he  may 
take  an  affeflionate  leave  of  his  people,  and 
fay  i  Ranefnber,  my  children,  that,  while  I  have 
fojourned  among  you,  I  have  not  ceafed  to  '•juarn 
every  one 'of  you*  night  and  day\    and   if  my 

word 

•  It  is  highly  reafonable,  that  padors  fhould  give  even- 
ing inrtrudions  to  thofe  who  have  been  engaged,  through 
the  courfe  of  the  day,  in  their  different  callings.  This 
Teafon,   whether  it  be  in  the  more  dreary,  or  the  more 

pleafiDg 
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word  has  not  always  been  accompanied  ivkh 
tears  (i),  yet  it  has  conftantly  flowed  from  fin- 
cerity  and  affedlion. 

pleafing  part  of  the  year,  is  peculiarly  fuited  to  works 
of  devotion.  Such  a  cuftom  might,  at  lead,  prevent 
many  young  perfons  from  mixing  with  that  kind  of  com- 
pany, and  frequenting  thofe  places,  which  would  tend 
to  alienate  their  minds  from  religion  and  virtue. 


(1)  Ads  xjc.  31, 


C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.      XI. 

A  reply  to  the  fifth  and  laft  obje^lion^  which  may 
be  urged  againji.the  Portrait  of  St.  Paul. 


X 


HOSE  perfons  who  have  already  To  ear- 
ncftly  refilled  the  truths  for  which  we  contend, 
will  not  fail  to  exclaim  in  the  laft  place,  by  way 
of  an  unanfwerable  argument  \  What  you  re- 
quire of  pajlors^  is  '  unreafonabk  in  the  highefl 
degree.  If  they  are  indeed  called  to  labor  for  the 
falvation  of  fouls,  with  the  zeal  and  afftduiiy  of 
St.  Paul,  the  holy  miniflry  mufi  be  regarded  as  the 
moji  painful  of  all  profeffions,  and,  of  confeqiience, 
our  pulpits  will  befliovtly  unoccupied. 

Monf.  Oftervald,  who  forefiw  this  objec5lio;3, 

has  completely  anfwered   it  in  his  Third  fource 

of  the  corruption,    which  reigns  among  chrijlians : 

"  It    will  not    fail    to    be  objeded,'*  fays  this 

venerable  author,    *'  that  if  none  were  to  be 

'  admitted  to  holy   orders,  except  thofe  who 

*  are  poflefled  of  every  necefTary  qualification, 

'  there  could  not  pollibly  be  procured  a  fuf- 

'  ficient  number  of  paftors  for  the  fupply  of 

'  our   churches.      To   which    I  anfwer  j   that 

"  it 
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"  it  would  be  abundantly  better  to  expofe 
"  ourfelves  to  this  inconvenience,  than  to  vio- 
"  late  the  exprefs  laws  of  the  written  word. 
"  A  fmall  number  of  chofen  paftors  is  pre- 
"  ferable  to  a  multitude  of  unqualified  teach- 
"  ers."  [One  Elijah  was  more  powerful  than 
all  the  prophets  of  Baal.]  "  At  all  hazards, 
"  we  muft  adhere  to  the  command  of  God, 
"  and  leave  the  event  to  providence.  But,  in 
"  reality,  this  dearth  of  paftors  is  not  fo 
"  generally  to  be  apprehended.  To  rejedt 
"  thofe  candidates  for  holy  orders,  whofe  la- 
"  bors  in  the  church  would  be  altogether 
"  fruitlefs,  is  undoubtedly  a  work  of  piety; 
*'  and  fuch  alone  would  be  repulfed  by  the 
*'  apprehenfion  of  a  fevere  fcrutiny,  and  an 
''  exad  difcipline.  Others,  on  the  contrary, 
"  who  are  in  a  condition  to  fulfil  the  duties 
**  of  the  facred  office,  would  take  encourage- 
"  ment  from  this  exadnefs  and  feverity  •,  and 
"  the  miniftry  would  every  day  be  rendered 
"  more  refpeftable  in  the  world;"  Behold  an 
anfwer  truly  worthy  an  apoftolical  man ! 

If  it  ftili  be  objeded,  by  the  generality  of 
paflors,  that  what  we  require  is  as  unreafonabky 
as  it  is  unufual :  Permit  mc  to  afit  you, 
my  lukewarm  brethren,  whether  it  be  not  ne- 

ceflary, 
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celfary,  that  you  fhould  ufe  the  <ame  diligence 
in  your  facred  profeflion,  \\'[i:\  which  your 
neighbours  are  accuftomed  to  labor  in  their 
worldly  vccaticns  and  purfuits  ? 

The  fifherman  prepares  a  variety '^of  lines, 
hooks,  and  baits  ■,  he  knows  the  places,  the 
feafons,  and  even  the  hours,  that  are  moft 
favorable  to  his  employment  •,  nor  will  he  re- 
fufe  to  throw  his  line  feveral  hundred  times 
in  a  day.  If  he  is  difappointed  in  one  place, 
he  cheerfully  betakes  himfelf  to  another ;  and 
if  his  ill  fuccefs  is  of  any  long  continuance, 
he  will  aflbciate  with  thofe  who  are  greater 
mafters  of  his  art.  1^11  me  then,  ye  paftors, 
who  make  the  bufinefs  of  a  fifherman  the 
amufement  of  many  an  idle  hour,  do  ye  really 
imagine,  that  lefs  ardor  and  perfeverance  are 
iiecefTary  to  prepare  fouls  for  Heaven,  than  to 
catch  trout  for  your  tables  ? 

The  hunt/man  rejoices  in  expectation  of  the 
promifed  chafe.  He  denies  himfelf  fome  hours 
of  ufual  repofe,  that  he  may  haften  abroad 
in  purfuit  of  his  game.  He  feeks  it  with 
unwearied  attention,  and  follows  it  from  field 
to  field  with  increafing  nrdor.  He  labors  up 
the  mountain,  he  rufhes  down  the  precipice, 
Vol.  I.  E  e    '  he 
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he  penetrates  the  thickeft  woods,  .and  over- 
leaps the  moft  threatening  obftacles.  He  prac- 
tifes  the  wildeft  geftures,  and  makes  ufe  of 
the  moft  extravagant  language  -,  endeavouring, 
by  every  poffible  means,  to  animate  both  dogs 
and  men  in  the  furious  purfuit.  He  counts 
the  fatigues  of  the  chafe  in  the  number  of 
its  pleafures :  and  through  the  whole  hifig- 
mjicant  bufinei's  of  the  day,  he  a^s  with  as 
much  reiolution  and  fervor,  as  thoun-u  he  had 
undertaken  one  of  the  nobleft  enterprizes  in 
the  world. 

Thto  fwler,  with  equal  eagernefs,  purfues  his 
different  game.  From  ftubble  to  (lubble,  and 
from  cover  to  cover,  he  urges  his  way.  He 
pufhes  through  the  ftubborn  brake,  and  takes 
his  way  along  the  pathlefs  dingle  j  he  traver- 
fes  the  gloomy  mountain,  or  wanders  devious 
o'er  the  barren  heath  •,  and,  after  carrying  arms 
all  day,  if  a  few  trifling  birds  reward  his  toil, 
returns  rejoicing  home. 

Come,  ye  fifhers  of  men !  who,  notwlth- 
ftanding  your  confecration  to  God,  are  fre- 
quently (ttn  to  partake  of  thefe  contemptible 
diverfions  j  come  and  anfwer,  by  your  con- 
dud,  to  the  following  queftions.    Is  the  flock, 

committed 
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committed  to  your  charge,  lefs  eftlmable  than 
the  fowl,'  which  you  fo  laborioufly  purfue  ? 
Or  are  you  lefs  interefted  in  the  falvatioii  of 
your  people,  than  in  the  deftrudion  of  thofe 
unhappy  quadrupedes,  which  give  you  fo  much 
filly  fatigue,  and  afford  you  fo  much  brutal 
pleafure  ? 

Permit  me,  ftill  further,  to  carry  on  my 
argument.  Was  the  panting  animal,  which 
ufually  accompanies  your  fteps  in  the  laft- 
mentioned  exercife,  incautioufly  to  plunge  into 
a  dangerous  pit :  though  faint  with  the  labors 
of  the  day,  and  now  on  your  return,  would 
you  carelefsly  leave  him  to  perifh?  Would 
you  not,  rather,  ufe  every  effort  to  extricate 
him  from  apparent  death  ?  Could  you  even 
ileep  or  eat,  till  you  had  afforded  him  every 
poffible  affiftance  ?  And  yet  you  eat,  you  fleep, 
you  vifit ;  nay,  it  may  be,  you  dance,  you 
hunt,  you  fhoot  -,  and  that  without  the  leaft 
inquietude,  while  your  flocks  arc  rulTiing  on 
from  fin  to  fin,  and  falling  from  precipice  to 
precipice.  Ah  !  if  a  thoufand  fouls  are  but 
comparable  to  the  vlleft  animal,  and  if  thefe 
are  heedlefsly  flraying  through  the  \yays  of 
perdition,  may  we  not  reafonably  exhort  you 
to  ufe  every  effort  in  preferving  them  from 
E  e  2  the 
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the  moll  alarming  danger,  and  in  fecuring  them 
from  the  horrors  of  everlafting  death  ? 

But,  pafling  by  thofe  amufements  which  Co 
generally  engage  your  attention,  let  me  reafon 
with  you  from  one  of  the  moft  laborious  oc- 
cupations of  life.  You  are  called  to  be  good 
foldiers  of  Jefus  Chrijl  (a).  And  can  you  pofll- 
bly  imagine,  that  lefs  refolution  and  patience 
are  required  in  a  fpiritual  warrior,  than  in  an 
earthly  foldier  ?  Behold  the  mercenary,  who, 
for  little  more  than  food  and  clothing,  is  pre- 
paring to  go  on  his  twentieth  campaign ! 
Whether  he  is  called  to  melt  under  the  line, 
or  to  freeze  beneath  the  pole,  he  undertakes 
the  appointed  expedition  with  an  air  of  intre- 
pidity and  zeal.  Loaded  with  the  weapons  of 
his  warfare,  he  is  harraffed  out  with  painful 
marches  :  and  after  enduring  the  exceflive  fa- 
tigues of  the  day,  he  makes  his  bed  upon 
the  rugged  earth,  or,  perhaps,  pafies  the  com- 
fortlefs  night  under  arms.  In  the  day  of  bat- 
tle, he  advances  againft  the  enemy  amid  a 
fhower  of  bullets,  and  is  anxious,  in  the  moft 
tremendous  fcenes,  to  give  proofs  of  an  un- 
conquerable refolution.  If,  through  the  dan- 
gers of  the  day,  he  efcapes  unhurt,  it  is  but 

to 
(a)  2  Tim.  ii,  3. 
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to  run  the  hazard  of  another  encounter  •, 
perhaps,  to  force  an  entrenchment,  or  to 
prefs  through  a  breach.  Nothing,  however, 
difcourages  him;  but,  covered  with  v/ounds, 
he  goes  on  unrepining  to  meet  the  mortal 
blow.  All  this  he  fuffers,  and  all  this  he 

performs,  in  the  fervice  of  his  fuperiors,  and 
with  little  hope  of  advancement  on  his  own 
part. 

Behold  this  dying  veteran,  ye  timorous  fol- 
diers  of  an  omnipotent  prince !  and  blufh  at 
your  want  of  fpiritual  intrepidity.  Are  you 
not  engaged  in  the  caufe  of  humanity,  and  h. 
the  fervice  of  God  ?  Are  you  not  commif- 
fioned  to  refcue  captive  fouls  from  all  the 
powers  of  darknefs  ?  Do  you  not  fight  be- 
neath his  fcrutinizing  eye,  who  is  Kin'g  of 
Kings,  and  Lord  of  Lords?  Are  you  not 
contending  within  fight  of  eternal  rewards,  and 
with  the  hope  of  an  unfading  inheritance  ? 
And  will  you  complain  of  difficulties,  or  trem- 
ble at  danger  ?  Will  you  no^  only  avoid  the 
heat  of  the  engagement,  but  even  dare  to 
withdraw  from  the  ftandard  of  your  fovereign 
Lord  ?  Let  me   lead   you   again   into 

the    field  •,     let   me     drag    you    back    to    the 
charge :  or,   rather,    let   me  fhame   your  cow- 
ardice 
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ardice  by  pointing  you  to  thofe  refolute 
commanders,  who  have  formerly  fignalized 
themfelves  under  the  banners  of  your  Prince. 
Emulate  their  example,  and  you  fhall  fhare 
their  rewards. 

But  if,  hitherto,  you  have  neither  contem- 
plated the  beauty,  nor  experienced'  the  energy, 
of  thofe  truths,  by  which  St.  Paul  was  ani- 
mated to  fuch  ads  of  heroifm ;  it  is  in  vain 
that  we  exhort  you  to  JJiine  among  the  fore- 
moft  ranks  of  chriftians,  as  inextinguifhable 
lights^  holding  up,  againft  every  enemy,  as  a 
two-edged  /word  (b),  the  word  of  everlafting 
life  (c).  Inftead  of  this,   it  will  be  ne- 

cefiary  to  place  before  you  the  excellence  and 
eiBcacy  of  this  apoille's  dodrines,  together 
with  the  infinite  advantages  which  they  pro- 
cure to  thofe,  who  cordially  embrace  them. 
And  this  we  fhall  endeavour  to  do  in  the 
fecond  part  of  this  work.  Mean- while,  we  will 
conclude  this  firft  part,  with  a  fliort  exhorta- 
tion from  St.  Chryfoflom's  fifty- ninth  fermon 
upon  St.  Matthew.  Since  the  prefent  life  is  a 
continual  ivarfare  -,  fince  ive  are  at  all  times  fur- 
rounded  by  an  hojl  of  enemies,  let  us  vigoroufly 
oppofe  them,    as  our  royal  chieftain  is  pleafed  to 

command. 
(b)  Heb.  iv.  12.  (c)  Phil.  ii.  15,  16. 
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command.  Lei  us  fear  neither  labor ^  nor  wounds^ 
nor  death.  Let  us  all  confpire  mutually  to  ajfiji 
and  defend  one  another.  And  let  our  magnanimity 
be  fuch  as  may  add  firmnefs  to  the  mofl  refolute, 
and  give  courage  to  the  moji  cowardly. 


END  OF  THE  FIRST  PART. 
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